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PREFACE. 


Many years ag’o my determination was formed, and com- 
municated at the time to the Secretary of State for 
India, and to the Viceroy, to publish a memoir of my 
father, with a considerable selection from his corre- 
spondence, pai-tly bee^juse I found in the declared prin- 
ciples and the actual practice of his long career in India 
much that it seemed to me would be useful and in- 
teresting both to the historian and the statesman ; and 
secondly, because I knew his desire to refute aiad repel 
a complete misrepi’esentation of his views on a centi*al 
point of Imperial policy, which had been set forth, 
under the highest sanction, in a Return made to Parlia- 
ment. 

* 

It was only during the last few years of General 
Fraser’s long Indian service, extending over fifty- 
two — commencing with the century, and ending in 
1852 — that the honours of the Bath were granted at 
all freely to the ofificers in the East India Company’s ser- 
vice, and the Order of the Star of India had not then 
been instituted: and thus, although he had been in 
political charge, and for some time in the military com- 
mand of a small army, which in one short and sharp 
<^nipa%n had conquered the valuable and interesting 
province of Coorg for the British Empire ; although he 
had been warmly thanked by Government for promptly 
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and peacefully suppressing’ dhe worst ei Tnduni penis, a 
military niutinv ; althougli lie had occipoiod in succession, 
and with higli credit, every ])ol;tical jK>st oi any conse- 
quence in the I^ladras Piesidency. cjm! had held the most 
important place of that descnp'tion m tne ltni[>ire ior the 
unusually long term of fourteen yeiU’s : he was undistin- 
oaiished in bis i’etireineiit \)y any decoration exei^pt the 
wav medal ! This was a iiiatte-v oi‘ uiiaMected iiidilfeveiice 
to liim, but I coriless it is not eutively so to me. 1 
clesive to sliow, and I think it will be nia<le clear enough, 
that this absence of those visible lionoui-s that have since 
become so familiar to ns, was in this instance a real dis- 
tinction and a special honour. It is easily ex})lained, so 
far as his earliei- services are concerned, by those customs 
and precedents of the period to which 1 have alluded ; 
but there can he no doubt that the })Ositiou he had 
attained before he left India would have Ijceii ]-ecognised 
— as in the case of several of his coiitemporai'ies — hy 
some title or other mark of the So\'ereig')i’s lav our, but 
for the fact that he had for soiue time dihered, in the 
most undisguised manner, oii a very important subject of 
Imperial policy, with the Governor-General, the Marquis 
of Dalhousie, who was then in possession of plenarj^ power 
in India, and at the very height of his reputation at 
home. Lord Dalliousie, as he will be seen to have acknow- 
ledged undei- his own hand, did not brook opposition, and 
hardly tolerated close argument, even among the highest 
of his official subordinates. Where a point involving, as 
my father conceived it, at once the honour and the 
security of the Indian Empire was at stake, he allowed 
no scruples of etiquette or of human resjrect to restrain 
him from giving, without reserve, his honest and mature 
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opinion. The consequence was, as will he seen in due 
course, that he left India, not only without public 
honours, not only without the thanks of Government, 
but, as he afterwards discovered when the papers were 
published, loaded with an absolute misrepresentation of 
the principles he had advocated and of the counsels he 
had offered to Government. I therefore consider myself 
bound, on public grounds, as well as from those private 
and personal motives which are surely legitunate in my 
case, to set this question in a fair and true light before 
the Parliament and people of my country. 

For the last fourteen years ol‘ General Frasej’’s active 
career he filled the important office of Resident at Hy- 
derabad, the capital of the Nizam’s dominions — that 
State of the Deccan which Sir John Malcolm declared to 
be “ the centre of gravity” of the whole Indian Empire. 
The pre-eminent importance of the Hyderabad State in 
population, in revenue, and in the historic relations of 
the dynasty to the Mogul House of Tiraour, to the British 
Government, and to the Mussulman population of India, 
prevails as distinctly now as at any period in the annals 
of our Empire. Having myself served for twenty-seven 
years continuously in various appointments connected 
with the Hyderabad Residency, I have learned, almost, I 
may say, from year to year, to appreciate more fully and 
more earnestly the wisdom and fores%ht of General 
Fraser’s advice on the principal subjects that, in my 
experience and under my own observation, have been 
discussed between the Nizam’s Government and our own, 
and between the several Residents and the Viceregal 
authorities at Calcutta. It is with some personal and 
hereditary claims to attention, therefore, as well as 
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with an unusual command of pi'ivate materials, that I 
enter on the task before me — a task, I may add, the 
commencement of which I have already placed before the 
public, and the eventual completion of which I then 
announced as under contemplation. 

Dui’ing my father’s life-time, I published a historical 
sketch of the Hyderabad State, under the title of Ouv 
Faithful Ally the Nizam} In the Preface to that book 
I mentioned that I was not then at liberty to use docu- 
ments in my possession throwing much light on our poli- 
tical relations with Hyderabad, and particularly on that 
very important measure, the assignment of the Berar 
Provinces, but that at some future time that restriction 
would probably be removed. I was not then so fully 
informed as I am now, from the private correspondence 
between them, how widely the views of Lord Halhousie 
and General Fraser diverged ; nor did I then understand 
how much my lamented father’s name had come to be 
identified, very inaccurately and unfairly, as a result ot 
the officially published misrepresentation which I shall 
have to correct, with the assignment or sequestration 
of the Nizam’s Berar Provinces. The restriction as to the 
publication of my fether’s papers has now been finally 
removed by his demise, and I am unwilling any longer 
to incur the responsibility of withholding from English 
statesmen and the public generally the exclusive and 
otherwise unattainable and ’private information contained 
in this book, and which, I may add, I have refused, very 
much against my own interests, to place at the discretion 
and disposal of parties in England for publication. 


^ Smith, Elder, & Co., CornMll, 1865. 
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When I placed before the Secretary of State and 
others, in 18G6, the accurate details regarding the surplus 
re^’enues aud the accounts Avitlibeld from the Nizam, in 
dereliction of Treaty obligations, I was fully aware of the 
fact, and have never lost sight of it, that the Home 
Government in Lord Ellenbcrrough’s time refused to en- 
dorse the design of the Government of India to appro- 
priate the sui'plus revenue of any jrart of the Nizam’s 
territories that might come under our management^ Mv 
recommendation at that ])eriod resulted in the Secretary 
of State inlbrming me that from that year the Indian 
Government liad been instructed to account for the sur- 
plus to Ills Highness the Nizam, and to pay it according 
to Treaty. 

I may observe that in pre][)aring this book for the press 
I have only been continuing in a course that has received 
the sanction of a Viceroy and a Secretary of State, and 
that I have borne in mind the precedents of many bio- 
graphies and other works by eminent Indian officer’s, such 
as Sir John Malcolm, Sir William Sleeman, Sir Jolnr Kaye, 
Mr. H. M. Durand and Colonel Malleson. 

I trust that materials may be found in the pages 
of this book for dispelling marry erroneous notions regard- 
ing the actual condition of the Nizam’s subjects, even in 
bygone days of disorder aird maladnrinistration, that from 
time to time, and very recently, have been spread abroad. 

With the views I have always eirterdained and ex- 
pressed as to Hyderabad affairs dur-iirg the long admin- 
istration of the late Nawab Sir Salar Jmrg, a period 
marked, as explained in the body of this work, by the 


‘ Post, pp. 188, 189. 
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establishment of reforms already planned and partially 
introduced by his uncle, Sooraj-ool-Moolk, under General 
Fraser’s advice and influence, it may be conceived that I 
read with mingled regret and hritation an article in the 
Fortnightly Review for April 1884, by Mr. J. E. Gorst, 
M.P., the chief object of which seemed to be to decry 
the work of Sir Salar Jung’s life by a combination of 
faint praise and undisgniised abuse. Mr. Gorst says that 
Sir Salar Jung’s “attempts to establish a sound system of 
administration failed completely”, accuses the Nawab of 
“ hoodwinking the British Government”, and says that in 
this alone his “ reformed administration was completely 
successful” {Fortnightly , p. 523). If this were true, it 
would say very little for the perspicacity or the honesty of 
the successive Residents at Hyderabad since 1854, who 
have all borne testimony to the progressive and beneficial 
character of Sir Salar Jung’s administration, — testimony 
accepted and confirmed by the Marquis of Ripon at 
the State Banquet given in his honour at Hyderabad. 
(See Additional Appendix, page Ixi.) Perhaps, after 
twenty-seven years of personal observation and ex- 
perience, my opinion may be considered as valuable as 
that of Mr. Gorst, whose stay at Hyderabad was limited, 
I believe, to about three weeks, and whose views as to 
the condition and prospects of the Nizam’s dominions 
are not in accord with my own observations. Mr. Gorst 
ventui’es to say that “the condition of the kingdom is 
wretched”, and that “the people” are “unhappy” (p. 529). 
I have no hesitation in meeting those assertions with a 
direct and positive contradiction. The condition of the 
kingdom and its inhabitants is far better now than it 
was twenty years ago, and in general prosperity and 
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conteiitedness the ^^eople will compare favourably with 
those of our own provinces.^ 

The late Ameer-i-Kabeer, whom Mr. Gorst may re- 
cognise under his previous title of Wikar-ool-Oomra, 
father of the present x4.meer-i-Kabeer Khoorshed Jah, 
frankly acknowledged, in personal conversation with me, 
that the whole country had progressed in good ordei' and 
in material prosperity under Salar Jung’s rule; adding 
that the districts under his own charge came quite up to 
the general standard, lor which result he gave much 
credit to his several Commissioners. 

Mr. Gorst introduces the Avhole subject by saying that 
at some vague date, “a few months ago”, in some un- 
named “village in the Deccan”, a case of torture for the 
extortion of revenue occurred, similai’ to those related in 
the Repoi'ts of the Madras Torture Commission many 
years ago (p. 522). In the absence of some specification 
and authentication, Mr. Gorst, as a lawyer conversant 
wi-^r the law of evidence, and as a student of history, 
will pardon me if I decline to attach much importance to 
this stoiy. I believe that aU such malpractices have 
been as completely put down in the Deccan as in the 
Madras Presidency. 

But Mr. Gorst has formed a very bad opinion of the 
injiabitants of the Deccan. According to him, the 
350,000 citizens of Hyderabad, among whom I thought 
I knew a few hard-working and meritorious persons in 
every rank of life, are all occupied in “squandering in 
riotous living” the wealth produced by “more than 
9,000,000 tillers of the soil”,— -the sole “pleasure” of 
those same tillers of the soil being that of “getting drunk 
^ See post, pp. 439, 440, 441. 
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on toddy” (p. 522). After twenty-seven years’ familiarity 
with the cities and villages of the Deccan, I do not re- 
cognise the picture. 

Mr. Gorst says that when he visited Hyderabad “the 
officers of the British Residency favoured the Peshcar” 
(p. 530). I was then an officer of the British Residency, 
of much longer standing than any other one there, and 
by no means unfriendly to the Peshcar ; but this at 
least I must say, that if that high functionary was in- 
deed so “favoured”, as Mr. Gorst states, — on which subject 
he is, perhaps, better informed than I am, — it was the 
first time during the last forty years in which the political 
officers of the British Residency had shown a bias with 
regard to that family. 

And although I do not consider myself in the least 
biassed against the Peshcar and his friends, I may men- 
tion that a coolness arose between us in the last two or 
three months of our intercourse in 1888 and 1884, in 
connection with the prearranged visit of Mr. Gorst, M.P., 
and with the refiisal to listen to my advice and warnings 
on the subject of the social persecution of Mr. Seymour 
Keay. My counsel in those matters was, I conceive, 
neither unfriendly nor unwise. 

Should I resume office at Hyderabad, and have the 
pleasure of meeting Mr. Gorst, who, I see from the news- 
papers, is about to visit the East again, I shall be happy 
to see him and explain what otherwise he may be unable 
to comprehend from the few remarks I make. On pub- 
lishing my next work, however, if we do not meet, he 
will see that I have much to say in behalf of our common 
Mend the Peshcar. Rajah Naraindhar Pershad can 
hardly be held responsible for the occurrences of 1883, 
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and more especially at the earlier part. He is of a kindly 
disposition. 

While the greater jjart of this book lias been in type, 
four long articles, averaging four columns, have appeared 
in tlie Tiwi’.s (August 20, 20, Sejiteinber 2 and 10), headed 
“ The Xiitfre States of JmVta, from a ( Correspondent. 
These articles, placed in a ])osition of such advantageous 
prominence, and reviving, as they do, all the conteinjituous 
aspersions against Indian Princes and their rule, which 
were the j:>relude to Lord Dalhousie’s annexations, are 
calculated to excite alarm and ill-feeling in eveiy Native 
Court throughout India, among our protected Allies, as 
well as among our tributaries and feudatories. A few 
words of correction and warning may not, therefore, be 
out of place here. 

Tlie articles abound with blunders and misunder- 
standings as to matters of fact, that are somewhat 
remai’kable in a writer who has evidently ransacked 
Blue Books for his information. Bor example, one of the 
articles (No. II, The Mohammedan States, August 26th) 
is chiefly given up to “ the most populous as well as the 
largest of all the Native States”, Hyderabad, or the 
Nizam’s dominions, and especially to what is said to lie 
its “ too lavish military expenditure”. He very much 
overrates in numbei-s, and especially in the number of 
guns, the tioops in the immediate service of the Nizam. 
Instead of that Prince having 725 guns in “his Army”,® 

^ Since this was in type these articles firom the Thm have l)eea 
reprinted in a small volume, with none of the errors hereafter pointed 
out by me corrected, published by Messrs. Chapman and Hall, and dedi- 
cated to the Earl of Duiferin, who is recommended “ to imitate the 
policy of Lord Dalhousie”. 

® The Armies of the Amative States of India, pp. 63-64. 
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he and the principal Chieftains holding lands under hun 
on military tenure, have not altogether more than 30 guns 
equipped, a few horsed, and others with bullocks, capable 
of making their' appearance on parade. The large number 
of guns mentioned in the article can only have been 
arrived at by counting up all the old guns, mounted and 
dismounted, for the most part mere old metal, lying 
about in dismantled forts all over the country, — not the 
guns of “ an Army”, and not even capable of being so 
converted. 

It is only by this enumeration of old honey-combed 
cannons without carriages or means of transport, that 
the ridiculous returns can have been made of “ Hindoo 
armies with which the Central India Agency has to 
deal”, of “ not fewer than 3,180 Cavalry, 34,000 Infantry, 
and 434 guns, in addition” — it is added — “ to the forces 
of Gwalior, Indore, and Bhopal” (Article III, The Hindoo 
States, September 2nd). 

The readers of this volume will find a good deal of 
information in its pages as to the Hyderabad Subsidiary 
Force and the Hyderabad Contingent, — ^the origin of 
those two Forces and the terms on which they are now 
maintained. The writer in the Times confounds and 
confuses the duties fulfilled and the localities occupied 
by these two Forces in a manner that would alone make 
his article,, apart from its want of principle, utterly 
worthless as a basis for action or as a guide to policy. 
He says that the Nizam’s own Army, with its “ T25 
guns” aforesaid, “ is watched and supposed to be kept in 
check by the Force called the Hyderabad Contingent, 
numbering 8,000 men, and which occupies the cantonment 
of Secunderabad and eight other places.” 
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The Contingent does not occupy Secunderabad, and 
not one of its Regiments is quartered there. 

The writer goes on to say : — 

“Tliere would not be mnch ground for surprise if the very 
generally accepted view as to the doubtful fidelity of this Force, 
if turned against the Nizam, were to prove the correct one, for 
the Hyderabad Contingent is nominally an army of the Kizaiu, 
although paid out of the revenue of the English-governed province 
of Berar, and notwithstanding that it is officered by Englishmen. 

“ If a Nizam ever could have the courage to unfurl the green 
flag of the Prophet, which I admit is doubtful, there would be 
small thought of opposing his decision among the Contingent at 
Secunderabad.” 

The Hyderabad Contingent is not “ nominally an army 
of the Nizam”. It “ ceased to be part of the Nizam’s 
Array”^ under the Treaty of 1853. It is an auxiliary 
Force thoroughly under British control. It is not only 
as efficient, but in every respect as trustworthy as the 
Regiments of Madras and Bombay. 

As to the question of comparative military efficiency, 
the correspondent of the Times is entirely misin- 
formed. He speaks of " the antiquated organisation 
termed the Hyderabad Contingent”, and says that “ it is 
admitted .to he considerably inferior to the ordinary 
Native Regiments of the Line”. The Infantry Regiments 
of the Contingent have nothing “ antiquated” in their 
“ organisation”, and are quite as well drilled and disci- 
plined as our Native battalions of tbe Line. The Cavalry 
of the Contingent is unequalled in India. 

In one sentence of this article, the writer, in his blun- 
dering confusion as to the Contingent occupying Secun- 
derabad, has plunged into an admission and a suggestion 
^ Aitchison^s TreatieSy voL v, p. 9. 
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for whicli he deserves no thanks from his friends ! He 
says 

“The Hyderabad Contingent is a survival of a state of things 
that has long passed away, and it shoidd be reorganised or abolished, 
and its duties transferred to the Madras or Bombay armies.” 

It is quite true, and the truth will be made clear in 
this volume, that the Hyderabad Contingent, both before 
and since the Treaty imposed on the Nizam in 1853, has 
been doing’ the “duties” properly devolving under the 
Treaty of 1800 on the Subsidiary Force, which occupies 
the cantonment of Secunderabad, and that those “duties” 
ought to be transferred to the Madras or Bombay armies. 
The “correspondent” who has contributed these articles 
to the Times recommends “the substitution of an Anglo- 
Indian garrison for the Hyderabad Contingent”. He is 
quite right, and “the Anglo-Indian gairison” — quite 
sufficient for its “duties” under treaty — is there on the 
spot in the shape of the Subsidiary Force at Secun- 
derabad. Whether the Contingent ought to be 
“abolished”, or “reorganised” as a purely Imperial Force, 
is a question open to argument, but which I shall not be 
tempted to pursue here even by the unguarded admis- 
sions of the writer in the Times. 

The “correspondent” is as unfair and as inaccurate 
in his assertions regarduig the civil government of 
Hyderabad as he is regarding its military affairs. He 
says, for example, that “although the Nizam is allowed, 
by official consent, a position of quasi independence, there 
is no State in India wherein our interference has been 
more often rendered necessary by internal discord, and 
carried into effect in complete disregard of the Nizam’s 
sovereignty.” 
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This is not the case. The coiiieiits of this book 
will pro\'e. from the aekno'wieilo'UK-iir." nC ji succession of 
Governovs-Geueral. inclmliiio- Lon! Dallmusie. tliat no 
“internal discord" or maladministrarion in the Nizam’s 
dominions has ever “ rendered our inxerfereiice necessarv”. 
No such interference has e\'er taken place. 

A “sovereignty” and an “inde}iendence" resting only 
on what this writer in the Times calls "nijifltil consejif’, 
would he, indeed, what he terms “a imo'e fiction and a 
hollow ])retence”. Officials are in the hahit of mao'iiifylno’ 
their office and stretching their powta-s consideviihlv, hut 
I am not aware that they have yet ejienly tisserted the 
faculty of granting or withholding the s<iv(‘reignty or the 
independence of States. The sovereignty and the inde- 
pendence of the Nizam, as acknowlodgcil hy every 
Governor-General and Viceroy, without exception, down 
to the present day, rest on solemn Treaties; and are 
limited solely by the Articles in those Treaties which con- 
cede to the British Government the arhiiratnent ul' xvar 
and jieace, the prerogatives and functions of comlucting 
the e.xtornal and federal relations of tin' whole Indian 
Empire. 

The Nizam is not, and never has been, eithta- a feuda- 
tory or a tributary to the British Government. The 
Hyderabad State has, on the contrary for a. long series- 
of years, paid subsidy for services to the British (govern- 
ment, and received from it a tribute for provinces held in 
feudal tenure under it. These relations have unques- 
tionably been modified by time and the force of circum- 
stances, but the Nizam’s position at present, under 
Treaty, is that of a Sovereign Prince, and a protected 
Ally of the Queen, Empress of India. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Ancestry and Parentage — Letter from Wari’cn Hastings — Education — 
Ai>pointcd a Cad> d ~ Quick Promotion — First Staff Appointment — 
Aide-do-Camp to iho Crovoruor of Madras — Offi<‘ors’ Mutiny in IftOi) — 
'Letters from vSir Walter Scott — Expediiion to Mtiurifins — Town Major 
and Military S(3crftary — Commandant of Pondicherry — Commissioner 
for French, Danish, and Dutch Settlements — Ooorg War — Posident at 
IMysorc — Resident at Travancore — Letters to Sir Frederick Adam on 
the Sequestration of Mysore, and on Canara Rebellion. 

AiEXANDKli, sixth Lord Lovat, and elo\^entli of the bouse, settled 
tlie lands of ArJachie in Inverness- shire hy e-harter, in 1552, on 
his third son, James, from whom my oTandfather, Colonel Ohaides 
Fraser, was directly descended. Thomas, third in descent from 
James, succeeded to the Ardachie estate in 1637. A century later, 
my great-grandfather, Thomas Fraser of Ardachie, was married, 
«ab<)ut the year 1735, to Cliarlottc, dauglitcr of the Hon. Charles 
Campbell, third son of Arehibalil, Earl of Argyll, who was beheaded 
in 1085. My great-grandfather was Collector of Customs at Camp- 
bell towui in Argylesb ire, where he possessed some landed property. 
His affairs appear to have become disordered, partly in consequence 
of some costly litigation ; and between 1744 and 1757, in two suc- 
cessive transactions, the Argyleshire jjroperty was sold, and his 
oldest son, iny grandfather, having previously served for six years in 
the Royal Marines, proceeded to Madras in 1762, in the military 
service of the East India Company. I shall give one brief extract 
from an old diary kept by my grandfather from 1755 to 1761 ; — 

1755. Left Campbelltown, Tuesday, the 20th May 1755. Arrived 
in London, Tuesday evening, the 3rd of June. Came to Portsmouth 
the 1 7tb of ditto, being Tuesday, and remained at Quarters till Satur- 
day, the 9th August, when I embarked aboard His Majesty’s ship, the 
JUssex^ with a party of seventy private marines and seijeaiits, two cor- 
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porals and one drum, commanded by a Captain. Next day, viz , lOtb, 
we sailed from Spitbead to St. Helen’s, and from tlience to sea the 
same evening. About the 24tb, we joined Sir Edward Hawke’s fleet 
in the Bay, having first met the Moinnoiitli and Savage^ who had been 
separated from the fleet for some days. Upon our delivering to Sir 
Edward a packet from the Admiralty, the fleet had orders to commit 
hostilities on the French shipping, and to send as much of their trade 
as fell into our hands to England ; and according!}", that cruise, up- 
wards of one hundred of their merchantmen were detained by our 
fleet.” 

After serving in India for about five years, my grandfather came 
home on leave. He was married at Campbelltown, on the 16th of 
December 1768, to Miss Isabella Hook, and after the lapse of 
about a year they sailed for Madras. Their eldest son, born at 
Vellore on the 25th of August 1771, was named Hastings, in 
acknowledgment of kindness and good services received from 
Warren Hastings, the first Governor-General of India, who at that 
time was a Member of Council at Madras. A few days before he 
left that Presidency to take up the higher position of second in 
Council at Calcutta, he wrote the following letter to Captain 
Charles Fraser: — 

“ Fort St. George, 15th January 1772. 

“ Dear Sir, — I learnt with much Pleasure from Mr. Anderson some 
Time ago the Honor which you had done me in making me one of the 
Sponsors for your Son. I am much obliged to you and Mrs. Fraser 
for this Distinction, thongh I cannot hope for some Years to have the 
Pleasure of seeing my Godson, or of being a Witness of his Growth 
and Improvements. I shall be glad, however, to be informed of the 
Progress which he makes in both, and of his Health, and shall be 
truly interested in his Welfare. 

“ I have taken the Liberty to send a Piece of Shawl directed to you, 
which I request your Permission to present, as a mere Token of Affec- 
tion to my young Namesake, and to plead a Right to his Acceptance of 
it, from the Relation that you have given me to him. 

“ I beg you will present my Compliments to Mrs. Fraser, and 
“ Believe me to be, with esteem, 

“ Yours very faithfully, 

“Warren Hastings.” 

My grandfather, accompanied by his wife and children, returned 
home on a second furlough in 1781 ; and my father, the youngest 
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of a largo iaiiiil}” of six: suns aiul tliree daughters, was born at 
Edinburgh on the 1st uf July 3 783. 

Li the year ITTd, as the result of sonic fViinily arrangements 
consequent on litigatiun carried through more tliaii one generation, 
General Fraser of Luvat conveyed the estate of Ardaehie to liis 
cousin and clansman, my grandfatlier, Charles Fraser, the heir 
male and representative of that Ijranch, on his repaying certain 
sums that had been advanced for tlic purchase of the lands from 
another member of the family. Tlie deed is dated 7th Septem- 
ber 1770. 

My gramlfatber returned to India in 1783. He rose in due 
course to the charge of a brigade, and ultimately of a division, and 
held the latter command at tlie lime of his death at Masulipatam 
in 1794. 

His eldest son, Hastings, then a young officer in the SGth County 
Down Regiment, succeeded to the estate of Ardaehie. My uncle 
led his regiment into action at the storming of Seringapatani in 
1799, and subsequently at the taking of the island of Bourbon in 
1810. During this latter expedition he vras given the command of 
a brigade, on which the brunt of the fighting fell, and so delighted 
were those who served under him with his fine qualities as a 
leader, that his own corps presented him with a valuable sword, 
and the native regiments with a service of silver plate.^ When 
General Hastings Fraser died in 1854, at the venerable nge of 
eighty-three — Colonel of his old corps, the Royal County Down- — 
the Ardaehie estate became my Mher’s property. 

My father’s first school was at Ham in Surrey, and, so far as the 
education of a boy of sixteen can be said to be complete, his was 
completed at the Glasgow University under t-lie special care of 
Professor Sliller. But he was, in fact, a student all his life, espe- 
cially of history and science. Even in his latest years of retire- 
ment at home he continued Ids favourite astronomical studies. He 
had, also, remarkable attainments as a linguist, both in Oriental 
and European languages. 

* These relics of soldierly goodwill towards a brave and considerate 
commander are now in my possession. 

2 I cannot resist mentioning here that it was my happy fortune to be 
brigaded with my uncle’s old regiment during the Central India campaign of 
1857-8, when, as everyone w^ould testify, it was to the splendid bearing and 
•spirit of this fine corps that Sir Hugh Bose (now Lord Strathnairn) owed so 
.much of his brilliant success. 
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He went out as a cadet to Madras in 1799, and was posted to 
the 18th Eeghneiit of iSTative Infantry. He attained the rank of 
Lieutenant on the 16th of July 1800, and that of Captain on the 
16th of November 1809. His military promotion, in a service 
regulated by seniority, was remarkably rapid. He rose to be 
Major in 1819; Lieutenant-Colonel in 1824; Colonel in 1829; 
and Major-General in 1838, before his fifty-fifth birthday. But 
his advance in the line of special and select employment, where 
no element of luck, and very little of what is commonly called 
interest, operated in his favour, was even more marked, and com- 
menced at a period unusually early in the career of an Indian 
officer. 

His first appointment was that of Assistant in the Political and 
Military Department to Lieutenant- Colonel Marriott, engaged in 
transporting the families of the Mysore Princes, descendants of 
Hyder and Tippoo, from the Carnatic to Bengal, by land in 1807, 
one of the precautionary measures taken after the mutiny at 
Yellore. At Calcutta he seems to have attracted the favourable 
notice of Sir George Barlow, who was then officiating as Governor- 
General until the arrival of Lord Minto; and when Sir George 
Barlow was made Governor of Madras in 1808, lio appointed 
Lieutenant Fraser, of the 18th Native Infantry, to be his Aide-de- 
Camp. 

And here it may, perhaps, be appropriately mentioned, as this 
first substantive office held by my father was of a somewliat 
courtly and ornamental character, that he possessed the not incon- 
siderable advantage of a decidedly handsome, not to say imposing, 
personal appearance — he was upwards of six feet three inches in 
height, with a light, graceful figure even in old age, and was an 
excellent horseman. 

It was during the government of Sir George Barlow that one of 
the most extraordinary incidents in the administrative annals of 
India occurred, the mutiny — for it was nothing less — of the 
British officers of the Madras Army in 1809, instigated and led 
by their Commander-in-Chief, the exciting cause being the aboli- 
tion of certain contracts for tents and camp eq^uipage which 
were profitable to regimental officers. The conduct of Sir George 
Barlow in dealing with this incredible outburst of discontent and 
insubordination, made him for the time excessively unpopular 
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with the Eiii>‘lis]i coiuiuissioiied oflicers of the army, who for 
many montlis wifchlield from the Governor anti his supporters all 
ordinary courtesies and social observances. His proceedings were 
also violently attacked at home, but were approved in Parliament and 
by a majority of the Court of Directors. The following letter to 
his uncle, Ca[)tain Hook, in Scotland, shows that his young Aide- 
de-Camp, as might naturally have been expected, was not among 
those who took an adverse view of Sir George Barlow’s method of 
tlealing with his contumacious comrades. 


“ Madras, 6th May 1810. 

‘‘ My drak Uncle, — I have just time to write a few lines, and to 
forward what perhaps you may have some desire to peruse, the trial of 
three of those officers whoso conduct during the late disturbances in 
India was considered most repreheusiblo, and therefore first brought 
under the attention of a court martial. 

“The most perfect tranquillity is now restored; and I trust the 
army will never resume those violent proceedings, which have left upon 
its reputation so indelible a stain. 

“For this happy conclusion of what may justly be considered the 
most alarming and dangerous commotion which ever agitated an army, 
England is unquestionably indebted to tlio wisdom and unequalled 
firmness of Sir Geoi’ge Barlow. 

“An expedition is just on the point of sailing for the purpose of 
attacking Bourbon and eventually Miimdtius; whicli have so long 
afforded to the enemy a means of distressing our commerce, and the 
capture of which it is so surprising was not long ago attem[)tcd. 

“ All my family in this country are well. They have written for my 
sister Charlotte to be sent out; and I am excessively sorry for it. 
India is, in my opinion, a detestable country for a man, and, if possible, 
still worse for a woman. 

“Since I last wrote home I have been promoted to a Captain- 
Lieutenancy, and indeed it was high time, for I have been superseded 
by great numbers. This cmcumstance, however, is of little consequence 
while I remain away from my Regiment, and I do not see much chance 
of my joining it soon. I am still in the Governor’s family ; arid, in 
addition to the situation of Aide- de-Camp, I am now acting as Private 
Seoretaiy. 

“ This last duty, however, I shall probably not have long to perform ; 
as it win cease at the return of Mr. Buchan, who was sent home on 
public duly soon after the breaking out of disturbances. 

“ I hope my sister and Archy will have received the last letters I 
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wrote them, though I am ratliei' inclined to be apprehensive that tbej 
may not, 

“ For above a year past, I have been in the habit of enclosing all my 
letters for England in a packet to Colonel Capper’s address — and God 
knows whether Colonel Capper be alive to have received these packets. 

“I am sorry to have to inform yon of the death of my consin^ 
Lionel Hook. He was a Lieutenant in the 22ncl Dragoons, and 
Brigade Major to Colonel Hare. He died in camp about a month ago, 
of the small-pox, which it seems he caught accidentally. His loss is 
deeply lamented, for he was highly esteemed and beloved by the 
officers of his Regiment, and by all who knew him. 

“ i beg you will give my love to all friends at home, and remain 
‘ Your Aiffectionate and Dutiful Nephew, 

“James Stuart Fraser. 

“P. S. — If it be not giving you too much trouble, I should be 
particularly obliged by your sending me out, when an opportunity 
occurs, any papers or pamphlets which may be published in England 
on subjects interesting to us in India; and more particularly any 
which may be relative to the late discussions in the Armj, and the 
disputes between Government and the Commander- in- Chief.” 

Among a somewhat long list of relatives and connections in the 
Madras Presidency, one of those with whom my father maintained 
a very constant and affectionate intercourse was Mr. Charles 
Carpenter of the iladras Civil Service.^ He was Captain Fraser’s 
brother-in-law, having been married on May 25th, 1805, at Mount 
Capper, Cuddalore (where my gTandmother lived in her widow- 
hood until her death on the 19tli of October 1821), to Isabella,, 
third daughter of Colonel and Mrs. Charles Fraser. Mr. Carpenter 
had another brother-in-law at this time in Scotland, Mr. Walter 
Scott, Sheriff of Selkirkshire, who had married his sister, Charlotte 
Margaret Carpenter, in 1797.^ Mr. Scott, already of great note as 
a poet, and soon to be more celebrated as Sir Walter Scott, author 
of the W averley Novels, kept up an animated and constant corre- 
spondence, seconded by Mrs. (afterwards Lady) Scott, with Mr. 
and Mrs. Carpenter. From a large collection of these letters, 
carefully preserved by my aunt, I cannot resist publishing a few, 
though they do not rightly fall wdthin the scope and object of this. 

1 He died in India on the 4th Jane 1818. 

* See L\fe of Sir Walter Scott, by J. G. Lockhart (Cadell, 1848), vol i 
pp. 97 to 102. • ) 
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book, ])eca.nsc they give some insiglifc into tlio })olitica] sentiments 
of tlieir illustrious writer, niul into the. contemporary efleet pro- 
duced by some of the Duke of Wellington's victories during the 
war with the Frencli in Sjjaiu. 

“ My dearest Eeotuer, — I have just received your letter of 18th 
September 1802, the first I have had from yon since yon had received 
the melancholy intelligence which I iraiismitted to yon with so much 
pain. I am more concerned than surprised at the deej) impression 
which such a loss must necessarily have made upon your mind, but you 
must give mo leave to hope that your relieetions are now in some 
degree tiiimod from so very painful a subject to your own fair and 
flourishing prospects. I know that good news from Scotland will have 
considerable cflect in enlivening your spirits, and therefore I hasten to 
tell ^-’ou that wo are well, happ}*, and prosperous. Chai’lotto, about four 
weeks ago, presented me with a little dainsol, whom we have called 
Anne, in compliment to my ’worthy mother. Had it proved a boy, it 
was to have been a little Charles. My little Sophia is a thriving, lively 
Scotch girl, and the boy uncoinmouly stoixi, healthy, and robust, in 
short, quite a model for a little Hercules. My woiddly matters jog on 
very well. Government propose to increase the appointments of the 
Sheriffs, which will put an additional £100 a year into my pocket. 
Moreover, I have contrived to turn a vexy slender portion of literary 
talents to some account, by a publication of the poetical antiquities of 
the Boi'der Counties, whore the old people had preserved many ballads 
and ancient songs dcsci'iptivc of the manners of the country during 
the wars with England. This trifling collection was so well received 
by a disce^'Hiiicj public, that after receiving £100 profit for the fix*st 
edition — whicli, my vanity cannot omit inf owning you, sold off‘ in six 
months — I sold the copyright for £o00 more. I am seeking a mode 
of conveyance to transmit to you this precious compilation. You will 
hear a good deal of oui' motions from a Dx*. Leyden, who goes to 
Madras in tliis fleet, should his fortune throw iiiin in your way, 
Charlotte has given him a few lines to you merely as an introduction ; 
but I must let you a little deeper into his history. He was the son of 
a very petty farmer in Eoxbui-ghshire, and had so little education that 
at twelve years old he did not know how to write. Nature had, how- 
ever, been liberal in her gifts ; he caught a taste for knowledge, and, 
under the most distressing circumstances, made himself master of 
most of the leaxmed languages, of those of modern Europe, and even 
dabbled in Eastern literature. When he found bis way to Edinburgh 
College, his merit by degi’ees became noticed, and at length con- 
spicuous. I had the good luck early to discover both his literary and 
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personal worth, and at different times lie lived a good deal with us, till 
it was in mj power to procure him his present appointment of Assistant- 
Surgeon on the Madras establishment, which I accomplished through 
Mr. Dundas. Lord William Bentinck^ is to countenance him in his 
labours, which I suppose will be rather literary than medical. He 
will certainly make an effort to see you, if it be possible. You must 
be prepared to encounter and pardon some peculiarity of manner 
arising from his early history, and which even his intercourse with the 
first-class people here and in London has not quite erased ; but you 
will find this amply atoned for by a great fund of knowledge and native 
kindness of disposition. He will be able to tell you a thousand little 
anecdotes regarding our domestic habits, etc., etc., for things of very 
little importance in themselves are pleasing and interesting when they 
relate to separated friends. I am rejoiced to see that at length yon 
fix a period at which we may hope for yonr return to Britain. Happi- 
ness depends so much less upon the quantity of the fortune than upon 
the power of enjoying what we have, that I am sure yon, my dear 
brother, after having spent yonr early years in acquiring a respectable 
fortune, will not delay enjoying it for the purpose of making it still 
larger. Bern ember Scotland will have a claim upon you for one part 
of the year, if upon trial you like its society and climate, and I am, so 
true a Scotchman that I think it impossible yon can dislike them. 
Besides, our women are generally reckoned handsome and accomplished, 
and I hope, notwithstanding your attachment to Old England, you will 
give our nymphs a chance at setting their caps at you. Your sister 
says you positively must be married soon after your aiTival, so you 
must prepare for fetters, even in the land of liberty. T would send 
you political news, were thei’e any worth sending. Those from 
France are singularly gloom}’-. Subjected to a very rigorous military 
Government, all attempt at domestic happiness seems to be given up 
for the fracas of public amusements and immense parties, w'here none 
dare tell his mind to his next neighbour, sliould it involve anything 
more important than an opinion on the merits of the new’bst cantafrice 
ov figurante. Besides all this, a pestilential disorder is now raging at 
Paris. At home, the most remarkable event is the discovery of a plot 
to assassinate the best of Kings by a gang of low ruffians, the leaders 
of whom have been executed. Colonel Despard, the ringleader of 
these 'miscreants, was once in the army, and had a character for bravery 
and skill in his profession. Being intrusted with some presents 
intended to conciliate the Chiefs of the Mosquito Indians in the Bay of 
Honduras, the worthy Colonel chose to appropriate the gifts to his own 
purposes 5 for which peculation he was broken by a court-martial in the 
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West Judies. Having becnnie totally desperate, in consequence of this 
'well-nierited disgrace, heenibr;iced eagerly the {)pporttiiiity of avenging 
hiiusclf on Government by embarking in all the seditious proceedings 
during the ^varvS, which procured him a lodging in Cold Bath fields; 
vvliere his fate was deplored and howled over by vSir Francis Burdett and 
other reforming members of the House of Commons. The first act of 
this worthy and oppressed patriot, upon his liberation, was to organise 
the murder of his sovereign. It does not ap];)ear from Ills tiial that 
any persons were associated with him exceptii’.g the rufUans who were 
to be the iuimcdiaie actors, but it is geuurally believed tlrat lie acted as 
tlu‘ link betwixt these subordinate agents, and a higher rank of con- 
spirators, as it is hardly to bo conctiived that a peison of sense and 
education would embark in so desperate a project, without being assured 
of more powerful allies than a set of low blackguards not exceeding 
30 or 40 in number. Colonel Despard died like a true Jacobin, neither 
fearing God nor regarding man. The Peace seems likely to hold, 
notwithstanding it is contidently asserted that we arc to retain Malta 
as the only security against the preponderance which the French have 
acquii’cd in the ModiteiTaiiean, by the cession of Elba, and by the Ciiief 
Coiisul’s having been placed at the head of tiio Cisalpine Republic. 
Those who talk of the rotcutioii of Malta (and I have hoard some very 
high authority upon the subject) reason thus. If Buonaparte docs not 
wish to quarrel with this eountiy, or again to po.<sess himself of Egypt, 
which would produce an immediate breach, then our cession of Malta 
•cannot bo to him a matter of such importance as to precipitate himself 
into war. But if ho really wishes to have Egypt, the I'cmoval of our 
fleet and armies from Malta will be an indispensable preliminary, and 
such a removal would be followed by his immediately invading Egypt, 
and consequently by a war 'with tiiis country uuder circumstances 
much more unfavourable than if -we still held Malta ; so that tlie pro- 
posed cession might accelerate, but could not pos.sibly avert, a breach 
with France*. Such were the sentiments which I hearil delivered by a 
very eminent statesman, and I think there is good sense in them, 
though I do not pretend to understand the subject. To revert to 
domestic affair’s. As soon as your sister has quite recovered I intend 
shall go to London, ’*.here 1 am called by some professional business ; 
so we shall have the pleasure of seeing all our good friends in Piccadilly, 
which will be no small gratification to me as well as to Charlotte. She 
is recovering from her indisposition nncominoniy well, and desires a 
thousand expressions of the kindest affection to you. Joining cordially 
in all her good wishes, I am, ever most sincerely, 

Your truly affectionate Bi'other, 

“ Edin., Gth Mai’cb, 1803. “ Waltjsr Scott. 

Charles Carpenter, Esq., Commercial Resident, 

Salem, Madras, Bast Indies.” 
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‘‘My dear Brother, — This accompanies a copy of my new poem 
for Mrs. Carpenter’s kind acceptance. I hope it will amuse her as much 
as she is so good as to say my former ditties did. There arc very few 
hard words in it. I also hope it will reach yon safe, as Lady Miiito is 
so good as to take charge of sending it with the Governor- General’s 
baggage. Lord Minto and I used to be very good friends, and if you 
should happen to see him, I am sure his Lordship will remember me, and 
perhaps you may experience some civility on my account, which would 
give me great pleasure indeed. I write to him with a copy of this same 
poem, and will take the liberty to mention your name, as indeed I have 
done before. It is very probable all this is of no consequence to you, 
yet it can do no harm, and I only hope you will not think me officious. 
The present President of the Boa,rd of Control is also my old and 
intimate friend and schoolfellow. So if you can devise am thing for 
your comfort, or convenience or advantage, I would try my interest in 
your behalf, which would give mo tlie greatest pleasure if successful. 
I sincerely hope this will find Mrs. Carpenter’s health amended, 
which I judge to be the case, since she has altered her plan of coming 
to England before you. Most heartily do I hope you will look this 
way together, and soon. Your kindness will make you anxious about 
our present situation, which is in every respect comfortable, and 
promises daily to become more so. My literary attempts have boon 
very useful in point of profit as well as for the degree of general regard 
w’hich I may without vanity say that they have procured mo. My 
present situation is that of one of tho principal Clerks to our Court of 
Session, the income of which runs from £800 to £1,000 a year. The 
worst is that the gentleman who retmed to make way for me retains 
the appointment, while I do the dnty. But it gives me leisure for my 
literary pursuit, by which, by my Sheriffdom, and by my private fortune, 
I can maintain my rank in society, and even make money, en attendant 
the death of the old life-renter. This was rather a hard bargain, but it 
was made when the Administration was dissolved npon Pitt’s death. 
All was going to pieces, and I was glad to swim ashore on a plank of 
the wreck, or, in a word, to be provided for anyhow ere the new people 
came in. Nobody, to he sure, could have foreseen that in a year’s time 
my friends were all to be in again. There is just now to be appointed 
a High Commission of Parliament to revise the structure and forms of 
our Scottish Courts of Jurisprudence, and I believe I am to be named 
Secretary to the Commissioners. This, I suppose, will be well paid ; 
but I am principally pleased with it as being a very respectable 
appointment conferred on me by our principal Law Lords and King’s 
Council, and consequently an honourable -professional distinction. The 
employment will be but temporary, but may have consequences of im- 
portance to my future lot in life, if I give satisfaction in the discharge 
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of it. I wrofe ^'ou a ‘Vw diiys ago by a UUlc cadet, by name Alexander 
Russc'll, a consiii-genaaii of mine, ^v]lo goes to Madras by tliesc ships. 
Should chance throw him in your wa}', I would be much obliged to you 
to show him kindness, i suppose you think by this liuio that my cadet 
cousins grow up like crops of pease and beans, bat I assure you this is 
the last you are likely to hear of, for 1 hope you will be homo long 
before an alter-crop comes up of younger exportation commodities. I 
am sure you arc obliged to us, and we to you, for 1 fancy our froaen 
climate raises a great number of the soldiers, sailors and merchants 
that arc transplanted to yours. 'My little nursery, two of each sex, are 
thriving and hoai’ty : your little namesake, a merry, cherry-cheeked 
follow with an uurestra,iiicd stock of Iicalth and spirits. 

“ 1 sincerely hope this will lind you in health, Mrs. Carpenter quite 
recovered, and your land in quiet. Since Russia has quarrelled with 
us, wc are looking rather anxiously towards you, from a general idea 
that llonaparte has a scheme of mai'chiug an army through Persia 
against our Indian dominions. I am no believer in the possibility of his 
executing such a plan, though 1 think it not improbable he may attempt 
it, as his success hitherto gives him a right to calculate on anything. 
He seems tired of the threat of invasion, especially since the seizure of 
the Danish iieot, which might have had its sails bent at this moment, 
ready to sail north to Heland with 20,000 Frenchmen, had it not been 
for the precautionary measures of seizing their ships and stores. The 
emigration of the Royal Family of Portugal to the Brazils is another 
of those wonderful events wdiich our time has been destined to 
witness. Its efiect on the spirits of tlic merchants has been that of a 
cordial. 

“ Once more, dear Carpenter, remember me kindly to your lady, and 
thank her in my name for two afifectionatc lettex-s, to which I am sending 
a handsome reply by the ships, and besides this, by the little cousin 
cadet. I must have worse than usual ill luck if none of these letters 
come to band. 

“ Believe me, your affectionate Brother, 

“Walter Scott. 

** Edinburgh, ICth February 1808,” 


“ Ashesfcoil, 25th August 1811. 

“My bear Carpenter, — I take the opportunity of Sir Samuel Hood’s 
going out to command in your Indian Seas to inquire after your welfare 
and that of Mrs. Carpenter, and at the same time to make you known, 
shonld circumstances permit, to the very accomplished and pleasing 
woman who takes charge of this letter. Lady Hood is by birth a 
daughter of Lord Seaforth, one of our greatest Highland Chiefs, and a 
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keen Scotchwoman, so I hope Mrs. Carpenter and she Avill be agreeable 
to each other as countiyworaen ; although I fear there is small chance 
of your being at Madras in case the Admiral’s vessel touches there. If 
it should fortunately happen otherwise, you will, 1 am sure, be glad to 
see a valued friend of Charlotte and me ; and Lady Hood will, 1 know, 
be happy in making your acquaintance. She has always lived in the 
first circles of society in Loudon, but deserves regard still more from 
her valuable personal qualities than from her rank and manners. Sir 
Samuel Hood is an amiable and unaffected man, and as much distin- 
guished by his gentle and unassuming manners in society as by his 
professional gallantry, of which ho has given so many proofs. 

“ I have very little domestic news to send you. Our little people are 
shooting fast up from childhood towards youth, and show promising 
dispositions both for morals and learning. Your namesake and godson, 
little Charles, seems to be the cleverest of the family, and indeed 
exceeds any child at his age I have ever seen. As my lease of this 
place is out, I have bought for about ^84,000 a property in the nuigh- 
boui’hood extending along the banks of the river Tweed for about a 
mile. It is very bleak at present, having little to recommend it but 
the vicinity of the river ; but as the ground is well adapted by nature to 
grow wood, and is considerably various in form and appearance, I 
^ have no doubt that by judicious plantations it may be rendered a very 
pleasant spot; and it is at present my great amusement to plan the 
various lines which may bo necessary for that purpose. The farm 
comprehends about one hundred and twenty acres, of which I shall keep 
about fifty in pasture and tillage, and plant all the rest, which will make 
it a very valuable little possession in a few years, as wood bears a very 
high price among us. I intend building a small cottage here for my 
summer residence, being obliged by law, as well as induced by inclination, 
to make this county my residence for some months every year. This is 
the grandest incident which has lately taken place in our domestic 
concerns, and I assure you we are not a little proud of being greeted as 
Laird and Lady of Abbotsford. We will give a grand gala when we 
take possession, and as we are very clannish in this corner, all the 
Scotts in this county, from the Duke to the peasant, shall dance on 
the green to the bagpipes, and drink whisky punch. How, as this 
happy festival is to be distant for more than a twelvemonth, during 
which our cottage is to be built, etc., etc., what is to hinder brother and 
sister Carpenter to give us their company upon so gratifying an occasion ? 
Pray do not stay broiling yourself so long in India — not for a moment 
longer when you have secured conofort and competence. Don’t look 
forward to peace : it will never come either in your day or mine ; for 
tho political atmosphere of Europe looks more gloomy and stormy than 
•ever. Hor do public matters at home look very consoling. The poor 
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old King is so very ill that deatli will be a deliverance which may be 
soon expecied. All parties look np to and claim an iiiiorcst with the 
Prince, whose plan seems to be to rely n[)Oii none of them, hut breaking 
them up by a partial distribution of his favour, to form an Adminis- 
tration dependent only on the sovereign and not upon any public man 
or party-leader. This is all very well should such an Administration 
prove successful and popular; but if otherwise, tlic public resentment, 
which in other cases is confined to the Minister, may, in that sup[)osed, 
take a higlier ohject. God turn all to the best, but our prospects are 
at present very unsettled. 

“ Adieu, my dear Carpenter. Your sister sends kindest love to Mrs. 
Carpenter and you. I daily scold her for her silence, and she always 
promises to writi', as I naturalh’' judge she will know bettor what can 
interest you tlian I. But to say truth, tliongh your sister and my wife, 
she is the woi’st penwoman I ever saw. 

Your afifectionate Brother, 

“Walter Scott. 

“ Favoured by tlie Honourable Lady Hood. 

Charles Carpenter, Esq., Commercial tiesideid, 

Cuddalore.” 


“My dear Carpexter, — The melancholy news of poor Leyden’s 
death reached me some time before your kind letter. General Malcolm 
1ms touched his character with equal truth and kindness. The little 
oddities, for they really hardly deserved the name of faults, only served 
to shade his high atiainmenis and the excellent qualities of his heart. 
Ho will be a great loss to Eastern literature, and not less to his Euro- 
pean friends, especially to myself. Thus as wc advance in life our 
social comforts are gradually abridged. Do think of this, my dear 
Carpenter, and come back to Britain while the circle of your friends is 
not materially diminished. I am liappy to see from your last expres- 
sions that affairs promise to let you escape from India in a year or two. 
As health is bettei* than wealth, I trust you will hasten the period of 
your return as much as possible ; and pray send us early intelligence, 
as I shall make a point to meet you in London at least, if not at 
Portsmouth. 

“ Our private affams continue prosperous and our family healthy. 
They are all fine children, but little Charles, the youngest, promises to 
possess extraordinary talent. My income has been greatly increased 
by my predecessor, or rather colleague, in office being placed by 
Government upon a superannuated pension, \Yliich gave me access to 
nearly all the emoluments of the office (£1,300 in gross), to which 
otherwise I could only have succeeded after his death. To bring thia 
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about was one of the last labours of poor Lord Melville, whose steady 
friendship for me was active in my favour to the very verge of his 
life. Encoui’aged by tliis good fortune, iny lease of Ashestiel being out, 
and it being necessary as Sheriff that I should reside in Selkirkshire 
occasionally, I have bought a farm of about 120 acres, lying along the 
side of the Tweed. This indeed is its only advantage in point of 
situation, being quite bare of wood, and unenclosed. But as the Spanish 
proverb says, ‘ Time and I against any two’. I have set to work to 
plant and to improve, and I hope to make Abbotsford a very sweet 
little thing in the course of a few years. Till wo shall have leisure — 
Le., time and money — to build a little mansion, we have fixed our 
residence in the little farm-house, where our only sitting-room is about 
twelve feet square, and all the others in proportion. So that on the 
whole we live as if we were on hoard of ship. But, besides the great 
amusement I promise myself in dressing this little farm, it is con- 
venient and pleasant, as lying in my native county, and among those 
to whom I am most attached by relationship and friendship. We have 
also a very pleasant friend of yours in our neighbourhood, the fine old 
veteran, General Gowdie. He lives about chree miles from us, and was 
here the other morning, as keen as a schoolboy, about a fishing party 
to a small lake in our vicinity. He and I have a debate about a new 
harpoon for striking salmon, which he invented, and which I have the 
boldness to think I have altered and improved. He speaks very often 
of you, and will be delighted to see you. 

“ I left your friend. Captain Campbell, in Edinburgh. He is married, 
and is desirous of getting upon the recruiting staff in that city. I 
have used all the interest I had in his favour with the officer who is at 
the head of the department in Edinburgh, and who happens to be my 
particular acquaintance, hut I fear the appointment will he made in 
London. 

Public affairs assume a much more pleasant aspect than of late. 
Lord Wellington, whose splendid military talents are daily more and 
more manifest, having expelled the Erench from Portugal, is now in a 
fair way of clearing Spain of them; unless Bonaparte has the means of 
bringing his Hussian quarrel to a speedy termination, which is very 
unlikely, if the Russians adhere to their plan of avoiding a general 
engagement, and suffering the invader to involve himself in the inter- 
minable deserts of their country. This, it is said, is the plan suggested 
by Bemadotte; I trust in God it will not be rashly departed from. 
Domestic matters are not so comfortable. There have been, as you 
will see from the papers, very serious disturbances among the manu- 
facturers of the midland counties, which, by the mistaken lenity of 
Government, have been suffered to assume an alarming degree of 
organisation. Correspondence has been carried on by the malcontents 
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clirougli every m'iiuif:ietarip.g towi in Sngknd aiul Scotlaud, and the 
infection had even rcacliod the little thriving comnuinity of Galashiels, 
a flourishing villiigo in my district. I was not long, however, in 
breaking their associatrni, and securing their papers. The principal 
rogue escaped me, for liaving heard I was suddenly come into the 
place, he ob.servod, “ It’s not for nought that the hawk whistles”, and 
so took to tlie hills and escaped. 

“ Charlotte is in very good health, and begs her kindest remem- 
brances. She proposes to write, but I will not wait for her letter, 
knowing her talents for procrastination in such matters. 

“ There is a noble estate, with a fine old house and park, to be sold 
within ten inile.s of us. I wish you were hero to buy it, with all my 
heart, as it would suit you very well for a summer residence. Charlotte 
joins in kindest regards to ]\Irs. Carpenter, and 

Believe me, dear Carpenter, ever 

“Yonr aflectionate brother, 

‘‘ VYalter Scott. 

“ Abbolsfoi'd, 4th August 1812. 

“ P, S. — The Dumergues wore w’ell when we board last ; but I have 
not seen them for two years, and am scarce likely to be in London, 
unless with the hope of meeting you.” 


“Mt dear Carpenter, — I have just got your letter of lOtli February, 
and a foi'tnight before Charlotte received the valuable and much 
admired package of cotton and long cloth, which she values still more 
as a pledge of Mrs. Carpenter’s regard and friendship. Our little 
girls will be all as fine as so many little queen.'?, and Charlotte herself 
will feel no little pride and satisfaction in appearing in a dress whioli 
she owes to the kindness of so valued a relative. I observe Mrs. 
Carpenter finally proposes leaving India in October. I should like 
very much to be in England on her arrival, and if possible I will 
certainly contrive it. We have tw'O months’ vacation from 12th March 
to 12th May, during which time I should think it likely Mrs. Carpenter 
will reach Britain ; and should she then think of coming North, I 
will undertake to be her escort, if she will accept of me. 

‘‘Public news continue favourable. The great victories of Lord 
Wellington in Spain, and the determined i'esi.stance exhibited by the 
continental Powers, seem to augur a favourable termination of the war. 
Yet I think while Bonaparte lives and reigns, peace is hardly to be 
hoped for, for Sebastiani, one of his favourite Generals, who knew his 
-character well, told a friend of mine that if Europe, Asia, and Africa 
were at Bonaparte’s feet, he would be miserable until he had conquered 
America. And I do not think his spirit is of that kind which learns 
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3110 Joiviti' Jii n'C’n ri<.lv’'CL‘Rily ; otlici’in^sO i i 

imist 'i:i,Vv' fwinu'lit it-. So wo poniv ni')''C,jls oia-^i aliulo i' ■. 
oveiiuA o.ii'l ■li'iPi down tilt; st-eain, in ik'iig- tuirseivos :is 1 m 
can while wo uiivo 03i. 

Oiii‘ >loniO'''.r!C !iows avo Ihaii'erl t-i oar heinq: all 'veil, 
people arc lunch, wlui'^ 1 CtiiiM ivisli t.aora — ver-' n.iec^iio > 
other, and diitifnl to ns. They have ail rather yt oil ^ 
little Cl-arles, your uanie-son, shows marks of oeolus which ^iiay, 
poi'liaps, turii to something remarhabka Ihit ns our Scoioh 
provc'i'h says. it is long time to t’U? sndv-diiig* of a. 

'‘Upon the dtntli of the Poet Lanreato, the Prince Pegeut was 
pleased, id his ii'isolicited and niiost unexpected goodness, to olrermc ihc 
situation. But after a little consideration I declined the proposed 
honour as handsomely as T could. T!ic emolument was not u.ny great 
obiect, being under .-'^200, and iiiig‘ht, T theamlit, he bettor confeiwe'd on 
some literary person who was otherwise unprovided for. But besides, 
I wi.sh to he altogether iiidopenclont of Kings and Courts, thougli with 
every sentiment of loyalty to onr ovvn : and that would noi- Imi'e been 
easy had T taken a pai’t in the hon.S(‘]i()ld, however small. So L non- 
have only the hope tliat ray humble excuses tvill he fixvonrahh 
received. 


‘‘ Lord Miiito has done great credit to himself by patronising poor 
Leyden while alive, and liononrlng Ids memory when liO im>iv. I 
looked fovwarrl to poor Jolui’s intiirn as one id* ihe most pit'asant. 
events in futurity. But such disappoinimonts are ihe lot of hiininnity 
I am delighted that jmu have met my dea.r Lmly Hood, who is a most 
charming woman. I hope Sir Sanme! is in the way of Increasing Ids 
fortune on your side of the world. I ho])c Mrs. Carpenter received a 
4to. volume from me, forwarded by (uu* friends Smith and Jonyiis. 
in the beginning of I ho year. Cliarlotte writes at length to Mi’s. 
Carpenter, and sends you licr aiTectionate love, in which all our little 
folks join, and 


“Believe me ever, dear Carpenter, 

“Yours most affeclionatcdy, 

“ Abbotsford, near Mol rose, “ WAiyrca Scori’. 

“5th Septemher 1818. 

“ P.S. — Tt has just occurred to me that it might ho agreeable to you 
to have an introduction to Lord Moira, your new Governor-CTOiiei'ah 
I therefore take the liberty to enclose a few lines for tint purpose, 
having had the honour to know him pretty well wldle Commander-in- 
Cldef in Scotland.” 
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]\Ev i*i:Aii C viiPLN L'!0!;, — Yon liiiist be ill to plense witli nows, 

Ainl wiib n wliolesonie relni*ii to tlio ola Kuroponu bnLirice of power, if 
you avo not coiueniod wic'-i tlio ijir<»riii;i i ion whic'a tliis packet 

■wiil you; for Jievcr since TOiiropo %\a.s civilised, or j may almost 

say laid a name, tins tlicro been sncb a tuarvellons succos.sloii of good 
fortune. Our .Miiiistei-s bore luive tbo iilinost credit >Yilli tiio couatry, 
and niost dleservedJy, for llie ex I rn ordinary lirmiiess with wliieb tlic}' 
managed matters \vliic‘b otlierwise, 1 am well assured, would have gone 
wrong move than once bun for Lord Casi lerotiglds steadiness. .L bad 
all llie desire in the world to have gone to llie Ooutinent, and as L ani 
well aequainti'd wiili Lord Aberdeen, and somewliat known to Lord 
Lastlereagli, L slioald Isave boon well enough otf if 1 bad ever got to 
boa.'l-fraarlers. Liit tlio difiiciilry wouitl have boon to got In the main 
army, throngii tlic clouds of piiriisans on boMi sides, who plundered in 
evt'ry direetiou; and trnly a non-combatant makes but a foolish (igiiro 
in such a scrape. 

J trust India, and you in particular, will soon feel all the advantages 
vvhicli a solid and lasting pn ace must necessarily allbrd. The Ooutinent, 
h'ovover, has been so completrly drained of spi'cio, that for some time 
trade will not resume its former aclivily. Ov'cr-spcculatiou on (lie 
effecuS (jf peace has already naade one or two groan bankruptcies; but 
Miese wore people who laid been long in lalmiiring circumstfuiees, and 
who made a liold dash in the hope of redeeming all. Thti}' make a 
heavy purse, for 1 assure yon the c.vpcnse of living hero is doubled 
.since my marriage, and in England lias increased in at least a similar 
rate. 1 trust you will {ind a summer residcsico in Scotland, where 
very advantageous purchases of land can still be made. T fear London 
will have too many charm.s for you in winter to permit us lo hope you 
will become a citizen of Edinburgh. 

“As for my own affairs, they are going on very well, llirli J shall 
probably never bo — emitouied an»t indepciidcnt I am and lu>po to 
remain, my wiiole professional income being now in my own posses- 
sion. I Lave been busy wiili niy little property, wJiicli I hope will 
begin to lo.dc rnther pretty by the time we have the pleasure of receiv- 
ing *Mrs. Oarjientor and you there, as the trees arc now about three 
years old, and a couple of years lienco, w'hich I ijow set down as the 
deiinhivc tenu of your stay in India, or iTither the time of your arrival 
in Britain, will give tlicm sumo appearance of covering a bank which 
is now very bare. We liavo not built there, contenting ourselves with 
the smallest of all small coitages, but which Cliarlotte’s taste has made 
very neat within duor.s, and our out-of-door offices nt’O compdete enough 
upon a small scale. Tlie children come up upon us fast ; and in a few 
years I must look to getting the two boys out into the world. They 
are both very mucli whut a piarcnt could wish, and particularly affec- 

C 
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tionato tnw.irJs oaoh oUiov, aii-l ta yur.i' si.'.tor rnul i \ li \ T'h‘y w ilL 
lia\'e the adyautagc of a good edao-icion, ami, if I ]i\'e 5 of go.xl 
in any lino which m-iy Lo l-hoiiglic auvaaingoonb foi* tiicia. Lihdc 
Cl la lies sho',va a good deal of goidus-. I llnailv at })!‘escMit io Lived liiin 
lo the Lav, if ho coiitiancs Hij same pi-oniijic of talents. It is but a 
Leggiuly ])i*o res'- ion \''ithoaf tlioie ; LliI: chjvonioss, joined iu ilie uocos- 
sniy degree of aclcatioii and a great deal of pauience, seldom fail lo get 
forward. All tins is only between an uncle and a najja, for tlio old 
pi-overb says, ‘ It is a longtime till the saddling- of a foal.' Tlie girls 
arc also Impefal, natural children, and in general very Avell liked. 

“And now, dear Carpenter, nun-ro up your pack as last as yom can, 
tic it well up, clap it aboard of skip, lake Mrs. Carpenter Lnidei- the 
arm, and come back to England — driiain, T mean — to sec } onr relaticms. 
I bear so niuoli of you. that I Jicconnt m^-'self {jiiite acijiiai utiMl vriili, and 
prepared to love, you butli : and it will go liard but I am one of tlic 
first friends that welcomes you to Eugli.di land, as I mimII certainly 
come up to roccivo j-ou. Pray ct)rae before my head is ([’lite grey, and 
especially before I turn a stupid old b.uzzard, for I assure you j am 
not so as yet, Cliarlorto and I wrote six inontlis ago lo iliauk Mrs. 
Carpenter for a superb pi’cscut of ranslius, wliich we value as cuiuing 
from licr. 

“ Ever yours truly, 

“Ediiiburgb, 2otlL June 181-k WAiJi:i: Scott.'* 

Here is a letter from Lady Scott, Avritleii witli the pros])ect 
before her of my uncles almost immediate retiini to lii.s native 
country : — 

“ AIy deau CnARLEs,— I liopc that my letter dated the 11th January 
1817. and the otnor March loth, are como safe to your liands, parti- 
cularly the former one, as in it 1 had given you a full account of our 
family, as it seemed you wished io Lear more particularly about them, 
and liad enclosed a few lines to Mrs. Carpenter, wliom you laid given 
me to hope wc should have seen before this time, a.nd not hearing 
from yon makes me truly uneasy. I cannot aceouut fen^ letters being 
so often lost, which must be the case, as you surely ^vould not bo so 
long without w'riting and in answering Scott’s letter. We have also 
been much disappointed in not seeing Colonel Fraser, Airs. Carpenter’s 
brother.! ISTot even did wm receive a line from liim, but the letter you 
sent by him came by the post, so tliat we had not even the clnince of 
finding in wdiat part of England he was, or is, at present, wdaicli is a 
very great disappointment. Ton can have no idea how anxiously I 
iook for the time that is to bring you back, and how many plans and 

! Colonel Hastings Frater. 
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arrangements wo make; for we liopo that 3m u will settle in Scotland, 
at least for part of the year. We have already allotted you and Mrs. 
Carpenter a room in our cottage, which is by Tweed-side, so that if you 
are fond of fishing you may kill salmons as many as you like, and for 
shooting 'WQ have very near, and even upon our own ground, grouse, 
piirtridges, and blackcocks, and our little boy Walter, who, as I told 
you, is six fiet high (although not fifteen), wdll show whore they are. 
He is a very good shot. As for your namesake, Chaidos, he is not come 
to that yet. He may retain the name of ‘ little’ with more propriety, 
and will, I dare say, in the course of three years be quite fit to attend 
you. Tour two nieces, Sophia and Ann, who are both great girls, 
taller than myself — although that is not saying much — will sing to you 
some old Scotch ballads when you return from your fishing or shooting, 
which wdll be your country evening amusement. So much, my dear 
Charles, can I promise you for y’our country life with us ; but I should 
not forget to add that, besides our own family, I can promise to intro- 
duce you to the very best society you can possibly wish, for Scott, 
having acquired much celebrity among the admirers of literature, we 
receive visits from the most select and respectable set of men, high in 
reputation as in rank. I hope, as a specimen I wish to give you, that 
you may have received the letter in which I sent you \vord of the very 
flattering reception Scott received from the Prince Regent, who not 
only asked him to dine often with him, but made him a present of a 
handsome box with his picture on it ; the Prince alw*ays treating him 
with marked kindness and, I might almost add,grespect. He had, of 
course, after all that, to be presented at Court, where he was received 
by the Queen in a most courteous and flattering manner. All this I 
mention, my dear Charles, that although you should come here as a 
stranger you would not long I'emain one ; and I know that among the 
Scotch you will find many and many of your Indian acquaintances, 
from whom I hear so much in praise of my brother that I feel myself 
so proud and anxious to have him here that I believe I must take my 
passage for India unless you come soon. In case some of my letters 
should be lost, I again mention our having had a visit from Miss 
Dumergue and Mrs. Nicholson, who first arrived at Edinburgh, and 
remained at our house there a fortnight, then came with us to our 
cottage on Tweed-side, about thirty-four miles from Edinburgh, 
wliere they remained with us six weeks more ; since which time Miss 
Dumergue and Mrs. Nicholson have been twice to Paris, and have, 
since poor Mrs. Dumergue’s death, become great travellers. I. should 
suppose she has been left a handsome fortune, by the style she lives in, 
as, besides travelling as she does, she continues to keep a very elegant 
carriage, with three men servants, and that with a delightful house in 
Piccadilly, but which does not prevent her, like the rest of the world, 

C2 
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to complain of poverty. Miss J. l!^icIiolson, I hoar, is ii'oiug somowlioro 
abroad. 1 am sorry to say she has given up my acquaintance, as with 
the rest of her old friends; but of that, as of many other things, 
I will explain when we meet. I am afraid to tire you, my dear Charles, 
with all the nonsense this letter contains, therefore will conclude by 
offering onr hind and best wishes to attend yon and Mrs. Oaiqienter, 
and believe me to remain, 

Ever yonr affectionate Sister, 

“ M. Charlotte Scott. 

“ Abbotsford, Oct. the 8th, 1817.’* 

The following letter of condolence from Sir Walter Scott shows 
that the meeting between the long-parted brother and sister was 
never to take place. 

‘‘Dear Mrs. Carpenter, — My wife is quite unable at present to write, 
but I am anxious that a ship should not leave Britain without cariying 
with it onr deep and heartfelt sympatljy in onr common loss. To us it 
was a shock as unexpected as afflicting, for we had entertuinod the vain 
hope of shortly seeing in Britain the object of our present regret. I had 
not, as you are aware, the advantage of personally knowing Mv. Carpenter, 
but all we know and have heard of him makes that circumstance rather 
aggravate than diminish my regret. Charlotte is very much overcome 
by her feelings, and it cannot be otherwise — lie was the only blood 
relation she had in the wmrld ; and though long sei^arated, she always 
looked to Mr. Carpenter, and spoke of him as one of tlie close.st ties 
which she had to existence. Prom witnessing her distress, I imagined 
what, my dear madam, must be your so much more severe affliction 
•when deprived of the object of so many years* affection. It is a con- 
solation, though a sad one, that no circumstances had accelerated your 
return to England, as -was once proposed. To have been absent at the 
moment when yonr affectionate attendance might soothe the mind, 
though it could not relieve bodily disease, would have been a most 
painful reflection, and I am thankful, both on your account and my late 
brother’s, that it was otherwise ordered. 

“ I was obliged by Mr. Heath’s very kind and attentive letter on 
this melancholy occasion, and I have written to him to request ovci’y- 
thmg in the way of business may be managed with the most implicit 
attention to your wishes. 

“ Our regretted friend has been pleased to adopt my children as liis 
own,^ and the least they can do is to have towards you every respectful 
deference and attention which in circumstances of similar distress they 

1 Mr. Carpenter’s fortune was left to the Scotts, his widow having a life 
interest. 
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should liuve to their own mother. Allow me to claim for them on jour 
port, and as the nearest relation ot Mi*. Carpenter, some interest in their 
future views and soitlcnients in life, and that you will consider th.em as 
young people wlio have many lies to love and respect you. ]\[y eldest 
son’s choice is the army, for which he is well qualified; but L should 
wish him to see a little of the woidd before entering it, and propose to 
take him to the Continent with me nexL winter. 1 should be anxious to 
be in Kngland at your coming over, altliougli it lias pleased God wc 
are not to nn'c*!; in the joyftd manner to which I had been for some 
time li'oking forward. 1 trust that our deep synqmthy will be some 
alleviation to your distress. I will not dwell a,ny more on a subject so 
painful. ]My family other their bcht wishes, aiul I am sure my wife will 
take a very early opportunity to exjn-ess her own feelings on this most 
distressing (tecasion. I have the honour to bo, dear Mrs. Carimnter, 
“Your very affectionate Brother, 

Walter Scott. 

“Edinburgh, Gth December 1^:518.” ^ 

Captain Fraser did not continue to perform the quiet functions 
of Go^'ernor’s Aide-de-Camp for a very long term. In May 1810 
he joined, as Deputy Commissary, the force embarked for the 
invasion of the Mauritius, and acted on the personal staff of the 
coniimandnnt, Colonel Keating, in all the actions that preceded the 
surrender of the island. 

From 1811 to 1814, he filled the offices of Town Major of Fort 
St. George, and Military Secretary to the Governor. In 1815, he 
took the field as Assistant Adjutant-General of the Army Reserve, 
under the personal command of the Cominander-in-Chief, by 
whom his conduct was higldy commended. 

Immediately on the close of these operations, Captain Fraser 
was appointed Joint Commissioner with Colonel Caldwell, and 
subsequently sole Commissioner, for conducting the restitution of 
the French settlements on the coasts of Coromandel and Malabar, 
under the Treaty concluded at Paris in 1814, and also for restoring 
to the Danes their settlement of Tranquebar, under the Treaty of 
Kiel in the same year. These peaceful arrangements were dis- 
turbed by the return of Kapoleon from Elba, wffieu Captain Fraser 
was appointed Commandant of Pondicherry, but were resumed 
after the battle of ‘\Yaterloo. Pondicherry was finally handed over 
to the French Governor, Count Du Piiy, on the 10th of December 
1816, and the smaller settlements of Karieal, Mahe, and Yauam, 
and the French “factory” at Calicut, in the months of January 
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.111(1 )Vii.ir_v jSlT. t)t ilvc i'iciiin l.i-. 

pataiii ^v^ls nol L'- iii!|>l‘v Led ’Jiidl dia L-it-d oT lSi7. ra < • mI'- . 1 1 lu j k'i <■[ 
ail utterly iiuuliiii'S, sidle elaini I'lade dv the i' uii.'d ai;t ia n i; 
npeii wliat tliey eallt'd “ a irei* lyn'i lai lla- e.aM'i*','. sd|. ni .. 
deacd, net mere tliau a luiiidivil s :nd< in d-u^^i •{. w l'i< d w J'-- idc 
territeidd extent ef (lie hielery. a j.n-^rssn -n i >1 wliiad 

the seveieieniy V as Vv'vy (jue-'tiv'iiadlr. T]:i-^ vadl ei\> sci!..* ,.!• a 
ef tile nuiaei'.jns delie. li-a and intiii.ale diedaiiai ic. jiidii i.ii. 

and a'lndidHtrative, censrc^iuid’ en llie iiiU iru p! I'et el 1 reia ii lud- 
for tvy-LaLlydive years, Aidneii vein* ce'entiiaily «lc{ itl<‘(d !'» idr 
factdaii OL ])Ot]i tlie Enylisd and Kreiied ( d)^ riaihii'nis, i)\ {ia* 
judicious and v/L'll-eeiisidered ])i‘ececdiiiy^ <»l (\ij>i<.in dialer, Tda 
Government of Indiii rc]»catedly iliaidvCMi aia! eeiaii'eiad-il (la- 
liritish Cummissioner for “the marked a!)ility and ida renriliaiei;, 
dis]>ositiou'’ wliicd liad dislint;uisliv*d" Ids iMiidea'i idr^neiaaii 
every sta^ee of these loiii^' and ladorions ne^eetiali'ins, wdifli aaMt-i] 
foitli, likewise, waini extavssions of le^'^tiiude. aial esu^an Irnm 
tlie several ropresontalives of llie Fivned ( djverinneiild Tlie u-ilioU'- 
and euin]»lioated dusiiiess of delinin^u ide, donndarie> of eaed siald'- 
nierit belungiiig to .France and I)eniuark, afler many exeliaiiues of 
territory d.ad doeii made to o])viate the iiiaoin ('!iietie(' of the inter- 
iiiixlure of English, Danish, and Fiencli villages, w.h iioi coiialnded 
until the end of 

Major Frasers literary and colhuiuial niasieiy of tlie fVein-li 
language, an accum[>lLslinieni ]>y no ineans Loinm«)n among .\imlo- 
Indiau oilicers in those days, had so \ery inueli iaoilitatoMl tlu* 
successful conclusion of these iiuptnlant arrange] neuls, as to niaik 
liim out as tlie best, if not the on]}, [»erson availahh^, for woi h' of 
this description, lie xvas aj^poinled in FSlh S[)t‘oial Agent for 
coudueting correspondence with all the foreign selllenuads. ami iji 
1825, being now LieutenaiiL-Coluneh Connni'^sioner for taking 
possession of the ].nitcii settlmnenls witldii tlie i’resihlmicy <d‘ 
Aladras, ceded to Great Britain by the Treaty of London on the 
17tli of March 1824. At the linal transfer of the Dutch 
blislinients, the Government <4 Fort St. George, in a letter dated 
1st Fehruary 1828, expressed 'Mhe highest satisfaction and the 
most perfect confidence^' in Colonel Fraser’s ])ei‘ to nuance of tlu'se 
important duties. 

^ See Appendix, “ Letters of Count Du Pay*’. 



COOilG ^VA^v. 


23 


In FeLrunry 1884, Lieuteiumt-Colonel Fraser was appointed 
Acting-Secretary in the ^Military Dex^artnient ; and the contuma- 
cious conduct and deliant attitude of the Eajali of Coorg having 
j*ust tlieu made the necessity of coercive measures evident and 
imminent, the Governor of Madras, Sir Frederick Adam, proceeded 
to Bangalore, the base C)f operations, accompanied by his Military 
Secretary. Immediately on their arrival at Bangalore, Colonel 
Fraser was appointed, 8rd of March' 1884, by the Governor- 
General, Lord William Bentinck, to be his Political Agent with 
the force ordered to procee<l against Coorg. Before passing the 
frontier, Colonel Fraser issued the following proclamation, which 
will explain sufficiently the cause of the war, and of the Eajah’s 
deposition : — 

“ Pkoclavation. 

“ The conduct of the Rajah of Coorg has for a long time past been of 
such a nature as to render him unworthy of the friendship and protec- 
tion of the British Government. 

Unmindful of his duty as a ruler, and regardless of his obligations 
as a dependent Ally of the East India Company, he has been guilty of 
the greatest oppressioii and cruelty towards the people subject to his 
Government, and ho has evinced the most wanton disrespect, and the 
.most hostile disposition, towards the great Power from whom he and 
his ancestors have invariably received every degree of kindness and 
protection. 

“ It would be needless to enumerate the several instances of his mis- 
‘Coiiduct, but it is sufficient to state that, in consequence of an asylum 
having been afforded in the British Territories to his own sister Devam- 
maji and her husband, Channa Basavappa, who to preserve their lives 
•had fled from his oppression, the Rajah has presumed to address letters 
replete with the most insulting expressions to the Governor of Foi't St. 
George and the Governor-General of India ; that he has assumed an 
attitude of hostility and defiance towai*ds the British Government ; that 
he has received and encouraged the proclaimed enemies of that Govern- 
ment ; and that he has unjustifiably placed under restraint an old and 
faithful servant of the Company, named Kulputty Karnikara Manoon, 
who had been formerly c.eputed by the British representative for the 
purpose of opening a friendly negotiation, thus committing a gross out- 
rage, not only upon the authority by whom the above-named individual 
was deputed, but upon the established rules of all civilised nations, by 
whom the persons of accredited Agents are invariably held sacred* 

The ancient alliance and the firm friendship, which had so happily 
.'Subsisted between the predecessors of the present Rajah and the 
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Honourable Company, have caused bis ernu’s tt> be tronttul niilf. rin]\ 
with indulgence. The most earnest remonsf ranees have beini in vain 
tried, to bring him to a sense of his obligations, and it is not until 
farther forbearance would be culpable, that his Exoellem*y the Uiebt 
Honourable the Grovernor-Genoi»al, at the suggestion atid with the 
concurrence of the Right Honourable the Governor in Couni*iI of l'\»rt 
St. George, has resolved on employing the only means left of vindi- 
cating the dignity of the sovereign Shite and ol’ securing to the inhabi- 
tants of Coorg the blessings of a ju.st and equitable Goverunient. 

‘‘It is, accordingly, hex'eby notified, that a Jlritish army is alH>ui ti> 
invade the Coorg territory; that Virarajendra Wotlear is no longrer to be 
considered as Rajah of Coorg; that the perstmsand propm'ty (df ail liaise 
who conduct themselves peaceably or in aid of the npt*rations of the 
British troops, shall be respected, and that such a system <‘f (toveni- 
ment shall be established as may seem best ealcuiated to Manire tin^ 
happiness of the people. 

“It is also hereby made known to all British subjects, who may havc‘ 
entered the service of Yirarajendra Wodear, that tluw are required ((s 
place themselves under the protection of the British authorities, by 
whum they will be kindly rocoivod, and their rights and prtvilegt‘.s 
respected, and that such of them as may in any way remlcr ussistam*r 
to the enemy will bo considered as tinitoi's and })unlshc‘d mreurdingly. 

“This proclamation will be carefully made kiuAvti in Chitthnlniog. 
Raidroog, Mysore, Bellary, Makbai\ Canara, in order that the n^Iativcs 
of such persons as have taken service in Coorg from tlu»sc places or 
adjoining districts, may adopt the earliest means of (uunmunujutbig it.s 
purport to the parties in whose safety they are iuteresti‘tl. 

“J. S. Fuaskh, 

“ Lieut.-Col.' and Political Agent of H. E. the Right Hun. 
the Govornor-GeueraL 

^^Ismad at Bangalore this loth dag uf Mat‘ck 

The counter-proclamation by the Rajah of Coorg’s Ministtn* 
(literally translated) is a veritable cxiriosity ; — 

“PaOCliAMATION TO THE BsAVB PkOI'W, 01 ' C00I!(i, 

“ The explanation of the Proclamation, issued tlmmgh the ignomneu 
of the bad English people, who are mean sLivos and aervants of the 
auspicious feet of the Halery Sarasthan Maharaja. 

^ “in answer to a proclamation of the bad Englishman, sou of a slave 
girl, who in a state of forgetting Maliadeva (God) and through pride 
had wHtten on a paper whatever occurred to his mind, for the pnrjiose 
of giving information to the inhabitants of Halwy Samstan, and fastened 
the same near the boundary, I, the slave of my Master’s Majtsty, let 
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u>Ti kiu)\v !<)!in\v.s, tiiat i 1 k‘ |> riu*laui:it ii)ii (coataiiiiii^’ {.lie avii sLihjocls) 
n;is fasinuMl in t!h‘ ixiuntlniy i)y tlio winkt'd thn 

son ('{'n shivo, i.s noi :it ail p--s>ibk' even wifli »Mir (yt's or lu'ard willi 
onr I ai’N aiul in ilu' very iina' of lyin**’ tlio sa.iJ [nv)L*Ia niaf ions, wliioli 
aro ro[-iK‘io with lntUH*oii5 ^ahjoct.-^, ilio hoart.s of all of us, wlio are the 
sor\'a!;ts of ilio ki;' 0 ’'rs h'ot, wort' inllanieil as ilu* lira ilirong’li wiinl. 
'i‘]u‘ uicktMl ('hri.'>liau lMn-ojK‘aii, tlu‘ son of a slave, who resolved t,o 
]u-t'pare tliis, si ouhl he bthieadeii, and his head thrown oul ; tlie hands, 
niouili, and lu-ail of tin' person wlio wi-oie this should ho cut. oil*, and 
till' o’otu ration «•!* the low east(‘ l)las]>henicr and had Europenn should 
h(' hnrnl diO\n. ddiese lu)pes are to l)e st»oii fuKilleil. All the above 
snhjets s are et'rtain. All the wieked Europeans, aJl t lie sons of slavo- 
jL^irls, have evil iiiteidions that shall eoine to nau<:i^ht. V’^ery well, very 
W(‘ll. luy children, wi^ will fill up all yonr bellies according to your 
wishes. He this known to you all, written on Sunday, Gth of the 
^Yaning moon of the inontli of Phtilgiiiia.”* 

The eaiiipaigii wtis brief and decisive, thong] i at several stockades 
in ttu‘ passes o( the (foorg Hills there was some determined resist- 
ance. On lln‘ lUlh of April, the Britisli tlag was hoisted over 
tlie fort of Mta'cara. tA)louel Eraser olTered tlic Rajah life and 
Inauairahh^ Iri'.atinent, it' he siuTeiulenul Accordingly, on the niglit 
td' the 23rd of April 1834, accompanied by his whole family, a 
train of alxml 2,CH1U attendants, and iifty ])alan(puiis containing 
liis ftuiiah‘ ostablislmumt, he arrived at Alereara, and reocenpied 
his pahii*t», where lu^ remained a dose ]}risouer, until the orders 
arrivftd for his future jdace of residence. The following letters 
from Sir Fivd(‘ridv Adam, Governor of Aladras, will show liow 
(^)]om‘l Eraser's managvumml td' the e.xpeditiuii was appreciated : — 

“ Ootacamund, Ihth, April 1834. 

‘‘My nrAR Ooi-onkl, — Your loiter of tlie 11th reached mo on Sunday, 
and I must explain the delay in thanking you for it, and explain also 
wliy I (io no moni by this piisttbau hriefiy oifer you my congratulations. 
Monday and yesterday I was really so far from well that I was almost 
mcapahle of any exertion at all, and the little I could do -was to get a 
few indispensable letters to go by the Fot'los steamer. To-day I am 
rutluT better, but as an express goes to Madras in hopes of still catching 
the Foi'hvti^ I ha%'Ci been busy writing to Europe all day, till to thank 
you in these few hurried lines is a race against time. To-mori'ow I 


» 30th of March 1834. 
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iiulood a {line for ti btdid lc‘:iclt‘r, a far-seoing di[d()niausi,, to strike out 
a pailiway for liimself, aiul io liiul, it inigkt he, a kingdom at the end 
of it. ’’ilius waited ;\nd wat(*lied the Nizam-ool-]\roolk Asof Jah for 
his crowning opportunity, and revolting in iSl-alwa, under pretext of 
restoring peace to the disnirhod Deccan, contrived to obtain possession 
of the whole coimtiy. This adroitly got converted into a conlirmed 
hereditary right by temporary resumption of his administrative duties 
at Dellii, whence he tiirally went to the Deccan, linding the Em- 
pire untenalde under the joint shock of Nadir Shah’s invasion 
and ina'pressible internal dissensions. Content, however, with 
ncinal sovereignty, In' never assumed its title and insignia. The family, 
indeed, to tlie last, pnd’essed subordination to the Court of Delhi ; and 
the Nizam’s successors continued to be formall}’’ confirmed by mandates 
froin the M(>gu] Em[an‘ors. The immunity enjoyed by Nizam-ool- 
IMoolk, in a. i)ractical surrender of the Deccan to his rule, appears to 
have bi'on mainly due to his <‘sscntial importance, as the only available 
elic(*k to the growing powm* and harassing incursions of the Mah- 
rjittas — a. constant source of disturbance and alai’m to his titular master. 

‘‘The evening of his eventful liPo, whoso span is said to have 
exceeded a (*entury, was spent b}” the fiiJst Nizam, with singular reton- 
fion of extraordinary physical and mental faculties, in his so strangely 
gained Principnlily, when death closed, in 17-t8, a career remarkable 
and prominent in a stirring and productive time. 

‘‘Impartial estimates of hi.s character can hardly begrudge his dc- 
scenda,uts a [)rule in the founder of their name and renown; for his 
politic and tenacious hold of independent power was unstained by 
treachery or erueliy ; and tlic Ititer annals of the family arc similarly 
clear of the gross('r incidents of conquest. He left them, too, an 
example of equanimity iindaunted in adversity and superior to elation 
hy success. His immediate successor, Nizam AH Khau, entered upon 
no undisputed inheritance, and upon far from cj^uict times. Foremost 
among formidable competitors for supremacy, and for possession of the 
Deccan, were the old troublcrs of Delhi, the Mahrattas. But to enlarge 
upon their exploits, with the counter-struggles of the Nizam’s family, 
would soon transgress the scope and aim of an unambitious sketch. It 
is noteworthy, Imvover, that this pi'ecarious and assailable tenure of 
a coveted province led, xn process of time, more or less directly, to the 
establishment of B’rench influence at its capital, and to that general 
ascendancy upon which their loaders, Dupleix and Bussy, had long 
been bent. So early as 17-55 a resolute but abortive effort to airest 
and subvert this growing influence, through a diversion of English aid 
to Hyderabad, had been made bj Lord Clive, but the final checkmate 
(disallowed to his urgent advice at home) was reserved for his suc- 
cessor, Lord Wellesley. 
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Til the meantime the Xizam, Freiii‘ii support, not withstamhiej, was 
g’titting so hard presseil by his inveterate foes, lliat in he was eoin- 

pellotl under treaty (that, of Oodgheer) to surrender, in a large 
of his wosterii frontier, a fourth of his revenue, or a ^^‘ar. 

This cession, liowcver, was wholly recovered by the Xixam ilirmigii 
subsequent alliance with us. Taking advantage of the signal reverse 
sustained by the ]\[alirattas at Paniput, the Nizam had retaliated upon 
Poona, and liad exacted from (lie Peishwas territory valued at 
a year, while in 170*3 siniibn* vicissitudes of fortune liad left mat her side 
stronger or nearer to durable peace. 

“British power, meanwhile, had steadily advanced, mainly through 
expulsion of the French from tlio Northern Circars b}' Ijord (.hive’s 
vigilant activity, resulting in our acquisition of those proviuei‘S, as 
conferred upon ns by the Emperor of Delhi. Tlic Nizam, jigain defer- 
ring to French instigation, had essayed to tliwart us in the Carnatic, 
with no better result than an abortive campaign, and bo was narrowly 
withhold from attempting recovery of the Circars by an embassy from 
Madras. This opportune intervoution resulted iti the tiivst treaty 
between the two PoAvers, that of November 12, 170t>, whicli assignetl 
to us the Circars in perpetuity, subject to an animal tribiiLc of live 
lacs, the contracting parties being bound to mutual military aid. Ibit 
now was beginning one lierce and protiucted struggle W’ith llyiler Ally 
of Mysore, another dangerous a.spirant to independent .''’overeig’idy, 
which ended with the final conquest over Hyder’s son and successoi*, 
Tippoo Sultan, in 179o, and his death in the storming of vSiM-ingajvittim. 
In tliis conquest the Nizam participated, Iiis troops being comumnded 
by Meer Allum, and half of the conquered territory, afier i‘econ.sti- 
tuting the Hindoo State of Mysore, wms allotted ns the Nizam's 
share, 

“During the early years of the second Nizam’s reign, Scindia and 
the Bhonsla of Nagpore entered into alliance, and assumed a menacing 
attitude on the Nizam’s frontier. This confederacy General Wcdlesley 
was ordered to counteract ; and, with a view to eventual co-nperatioTj 
with the Subsidiary Force at Secunderabad, under General Stevenson, 
he advanced towards Poona, w'herc he opened communicailuns witii, 
Colonel Collins, our Resident at Scindia’s Court. The remon.s Iranians of 
Collins proving unavailing, he retired from Sciandia’s camp on the com- 
mencement of hostilities, lu the north, the battles of Delhi and Laswuree, 
and those in the Deccan of Assaye and Argaum, were followiai ])y an 
overfcni’e for peace from the allied chiefs. The real aim of Sclmlia’s 
attack on the Nizam was the recovery of districts, valued af- thirty- 
four lacs, which had been successively wrested from tlie Mahrattas. 
The resulting gain to the Nizam v as, therefore, a release fi'em this 
serious liability ; and at the close of the campaign lie received the 
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?ou '!!’v lyi.iLi' li -f woiMi ilic Ajiniiiili hills aiul iliori\\'‘r Cuiclr.vory, (OgoLlicr 
willi tiu' I'KU'iisivo (listricis c'Oilod In' the litijah of Niigpon', siLuiitod to 
Hk' 'v::nl fl' Mio Wnrthili I’ivor, niul stmlli of iho Ssd lipoora range 
of I'ill.s. which v/cvo mldod to h.is dominions. TIk' U'l'rilory fylicn 
.‘lOvimhvl, incinding* Ijcrav, mii.sf- now yic'ld ludi loss thnu or 

sovt'’'r y-livo i:K*s. 

‘‘ ('‘o'niJioto rodnction of the ALalinitUi chiors liml u-»w freed the 
Xi//;m IVoni nil ai:nnn, eonforriiig*, ioo, on ihe pimple (-1* the Doccan a 
! r:u;«[niii{i\ seldom enjoyotl beiore. Afloi* ihe tinal subversion, InlSlO, 
of iho waiirniia powcn*, and ihe dothroneni'eni. of tiu IVnshwa, ihe 
nrii\'-!t ^lovernmeni anair.hnied all demands for ‘ehonl’, amonuling to 
one fonrtli of tlu' Xizani's n'Veime, ceded to ihe Alalirattas by the 
^I'oa' v Oo.lg'hoor. Ibuler anyihinii: like vigorous adininisiration 
dnri’ia' i’le h)ag ienurc of Clmiuloo Lall, the tlien iMinistor at ITydera- 
]i:id, the Stale might soon have recovered from the enVets o[‘ incessant 
warf ‘r(' and \ iinssitiule. The Nizam, Secuiulor Jali, was bnt ill-ndviscd, 

‘‘'riu* n(‘\v Nizam virinally secluded liimself from ai lairs of State, 
and so mad<‘ ihe posit h)n of his first Alinister, our ohl friend Afoer 
Alluiii, mo>{. onerous tuid embarrassing. For many yittrs this upright 
and able nuui was nuiinly iiistruniental in preserving nanicable 
relatioi'.s between ihe two Powers. To onr interest he was lilways well 
iuclineth remaining throughout the steady friend (>f England, and 
loyally niiiKdunl to the Nizam. Dut, uuforinnaloly, Iic wa>s not long 
spared to disehargo the duties of his exalted post. At- his death it was 
!‘.)nl\‘rrt‘d upon Arooiieer-ooI-'Moolk, lait only as a dignit}', Rajah 
Fhundoo Ijall remaining in possession of nil executiv(‘ ]H)wer, and on 
tlu* thmij t>f Mooneer he became Prime l^Iinister. The irresponsible 
power n'‘w established ■was speedily and injuriously manifest. Sek- 
under dah appears to have wholly abainloned Uic eondiiet of aiTairs, 
and tu have MU’rendered tlu^ cunntiy to the management of a j\[iiii.st.cr 
wlio eiuir. ly neglected Ihe trust. Of Ciinndt)o Lull, however, it is to 
1*0 notcdl tliat to a ceriaiii period none had more clearly recognised the 
im])ortanee and advantage of the Fmglish allianct‘, or iiiort.* etmsistcntly 
and sedulously lab<air(*d to maintain it; but: otherwise reckless, lie 
so yii*id(‘il to the temptations of a virtually irresponsible position that 
seriojis ( lubarrassments ])egaii to oppre.^s the State. 

“Afrcrthe set tleraont which ( in 1S2‘2) followed tlic hnal l^fahratta 
war, a nil by wldeb we abandoned all vexatious demands in respect of 
tiial nuv try, an attempt was made to improve the Nizam’s internal 
administration by introducing English supervisivUi. Sir Cliarles (after- 
wards Lctrd) ^Metcalfe v.'as now Resident at Hyderabad. This eminent 
public stu’vant and future statesman was one of that gallant baud of 
mercAud.s wlio w'orked under the immediate superintendence of Lord 
Welkfsley, writing to hi.s dicMion; and who, before he was yet twenty, 
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had resigned his ^appointment at the Court of Scindia, on account of 
a difference of opinion witli Colonel Collins, an esteemed friend of his 
own father. In him the civilian garb covered a ‘full soldier’, as good 
and daring as ever discipline turned out. So clad, he mounted the 
breach at Bhurtpore, and met, with unruffled mien, the onslaught of 
the Rohilla chief Ameer Khan, who, besmeared with gunpowder, 
vainly reckoned upon intimidating the young diplomatist. At the still 
early ago of twenty-three he vras entrusted with a mission to the 
Court of Eiiinject Singh, to counteract the suspected design ofWapoleon 
and the Russian Autocrat after their memorable conference at Tilsit, 
where, it is now known, they arranged for co-operation in the East. 
It w^as he, too, finally, who, wdth Hs handful of sepoys, engaged the 
fanatics of Umritsur. Transferred to political or administrative action. 
Sir Obailes now devised, in conjunction with Chnndoo Lall, a scheme 
for settlement of the land revenue through the agency of English 
officers, so as to secure a levy of equitable incidence, and sufficiently 
permanent to increase the revenue of the State, by extending cultiva- 
tion and stimulating production. The measure was immediately and 
largely beneficial. The Minister, however, began to chafe at the 
bonds in which, as he alleged, the English supervision held him ; and 
there can be no doubt that when its primary purpose — increase of 
revenue and revival of confidence — had been attained, he grew anxious 
to be rid of it. ‘ Tliere is not room’ (according to a Hindoo proverb 
which he quoted to Sir Charles Metcalfe) ‘for two swords in one 
scabbard’, and he set himself to demonstrate and realise the truism. 
It was, of course, impossible for the Resident to remain neutral or 
passive when differences arose between the district executive and his 
own superintendents; and consequent discussions too often drifted 
into acrimony. Supervision specifically arranged for particular ends 
and junctures was not likely, under divided administration, to bo lasting 
and generally applicable; and ultimately, at the death of Sccunder 
Jah, and on the accession of his son Hasir-ood-Dowlah, in 1829, the 
first step of the new Government was to request the immediate 
removal of ail the English officers engaged in the administration ot 
districts. This was promptly complied with, but not without a stipula- 
tion that whenever the terms of settlement remained unexpired the 
district superintendents should remain to see them fulfilled. 

“Lord William JBentinck, as Goveimor-General, was actuated by a' 
policy of non-interference; but the independence produced no good, 
and the system so failed that by the end of 1835, after ropoatod 
warnings, the Court of Directors were impelled to an emphatic remon- 
strance which plainly threatened to recommend a change of Ministers 
at Hyderabad. The Kizam and his advisers were, at last, thoroughly 
alarmed into trying the expedient of a Commission of native officers to 
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rectify provincial abuses. This niakcsliift proved, as might have been 
expected, an utter and disastrous failure ; and evils already patent 
became more and more flagrant.” 

General Fraser went to the Hyderabad Ecsidency just at this 
crisis, ill succession to Colonel Stewart, and the iippoiutinent was 
notified to him at Trevaiidrum, the capital of Travancore, in a 
private letter from the Governor of Madras : — 

“ Madras, July 21st, 1838. 

“ Dear Sir, — In forwarding the enclosed letter from Lord Auckland 
to your address, I beg to be allowed to express my gratification at the 
intelligence which it conveys, and which, I trust, will be acceptable to 
you as a proof of the Governor-Generars appreciation of your services, 
and not materially inconvenient to you on private grounds. 1 am not 
without hope that it may aflbrd me the opportunity of making your 
personal acquaintance, as you will probably pass through Madras on 
your way to Hyderabad. If so, and that you have no better engage- 
ment, I shall be happy if you will consider this house as an inn, and 
take up your residence in it during your stay in this place. In the 
meantime, I beg to offer my services, if I can be of any use in furthcr- 
ing yonr arrangements. 

“ Believe me, etc., 

Elpeixstone.” 

The invitation was more warmly renewed in the following reply 
to a letter from the General ; — 

Madras, August 2iid, 1838. 

“ Dear Sir, — I am honoured with your letter of the 27th ulto., and 
am very happy at the prospect which it gives me of yonr being able to 
stay a few days witli me ut Madras. Should Mi*s. Fraser accompany 
you, I hope that she will not be deterred, by any apprehension of 
crowding the house or of occasioning any inconvenience, from btflnging 
with her all her family and servants. I have plenty of room for all, 
and should be very sorry indeed if, from any such scruples, she were to 
decline her share of my invitation, which was, of course, intended to 
include every member of your family.” 

The personal acquaintance formed in the hospitalities of Govern- 
ment House at Madras was kept up for several years by a very 
frequent correspondence between Lord Elphinstone and General 
Fraser, not only on the more pressing and confidential topics of 
public business, but on the more congenial subjects of French 
literature and general history which interested them both. 

When General Fraser assumed his new duties at Hyderabad, the 
air was thick with rumours of Wahabee conspiracy and of general 
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of rccLitxule, wc seem fco care iiotliiug \vlicflier oar policy and mode of 
proceeding arc thought ^vell of by tlic people or nofc. Tlie Russians 
accommodate themselves to all circumstances, — seek to conciliate all 
the various tribes and nations they wish to bring into subjection. They 
are all things to all men. Theii* want of money sharpens their intellect, 
and makes them rely on clover negotiations more exclusively. We 
neither study what will bo popular and agreeable to tlie people, nor 
seek to conciliate them. Some of us, carrying the Anglo- mania to 
an extreme, would make them all learn English, and expect unheard-of 
things from this charm. In the meantime wc are only adding to the 
general disgust of our rule. Wo have set loose most intriguing and 
talented men among the Faithful against us, by stripping them of 
their rent-free lands. If they have no right to the lands, let us resnmo 
them, but let us grant threo-xpariers or a half of llicm to the cleverest 
and most learned Mussulman doctors of the present day, and not only 
stop their mouths but raise up a body favourably inclined to us. 

“ One of the most disnstx'ons tilings in our treatment of tbis country 
is tlie gross partiality shown by England to herself by the tar ills of 
England and India. England insists tliat we receive all her manu- 
factures and goods either free of duty or with only a nominal duty, 
while she imposes ad valorem duty, ranging from 30 to oO per cent., on 
all onr manufactured goods. What is the consequence? Chintzes 
and coloured cottons and Manchester long cloth, cotton thread, and 
the like, are selling, not only at Madras, Bombay and Calcutta, but 
even at Delhi and in Central India, cheaper than the produce of the 
ITative looms, and than the thread of the Natives* own spinning. 
Consumers arc little benefited, for they all unite in crying out against 
the want of durability of our English cloths and cottons. But all 
our lai'ge manufacturing towns here are involved in ruin and decay. 
The weavers are reduced to beggary. Spinning was formerly a source 
of subsistence to thousands, or rather to hundreds of thousands of 
poor respectable females. Now wo have robbed thorn of their daily 
bread, and of their means of contributing to the support of their 
families, by inundating the country with our cotton twists. Every 
friend of India should unite to get this growing evil removed. If the 
Spitalfields weavers lose their employment for a week, all England is 
made to re-echo their groans. Queens wear home-made silk aprons 
that weavers may dine ; and Duchesses put on cotton stockings that 
Glasgow may grow fat. But we and our ladies, who arc the lords and 
peeresses of this laud, have no such sympathy for our starving 
millions. Our rich men have been known to boast that their soup was 
English, their salmon English, their carrots English, and their dessert 
English. Our dress is all English. In short, we in no way supply the 
place of the princes and nobles whose seats wo occupy, nor do we seem 
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to wish to do so. If we alter not our policy, we may come to regret 
our want of foresight. 

“ Believe me, my dear Sir, 

“ Yours sincerely, 

“ Lancelot Wilkinson. 

“ P, ?. — I sent a couple of copies of a Telugu work on geography 
and astronomy to my friend, your late predecessor, Major Cameron, 
shortly befoi'o his death. He promised to let me know what some of 
the best astronomer Joshees of the place thought of it. I should be 
greatly obliged to you if you could get the written opinions of the 
individuals consulted on the work. It is a most admirable book, 
written by one of my Shastrees, who calls it the Sheromani Prukash. 
It is a comparison of the Pooranik, Siddhantic and Copernican systems 
of the world.” 

Whatever may be thought of Captain Wilkinson’s opinions 
regarding Itussian diplomacy, his letter is interesting as a dis- 
closure of the current views of 1838 ; and whether his Political 
Economy be sound or not, his lamentations over the decay of 
Indian manufactures and the apparent exclusiveness and selfish- 
ness of English measures and English manners, may remind us of 
certain results of our administration as they struck the Natives in 
his day, and as they continue to strike them, in some respects with 
greater force, at the present moment. 

General Eraser thus commenced his duties as Eesident at a period 
that made a great call on his judgment and energy, both on account 
of the unsettled and fanatical temper of large classes throughout 
India, and of the disorder and embarrassment in Hyderabad afiairs, 
especially with regard to the finances of the State. 

With an interval of less than five years — from December 1820 
to August 1825 — filled up by Charles Metcalfe’s persistent attack, 
in spite of the displeasure of Lord Hastings, on the Palmer and 
Eumbold combination, the policy of the Eesidents at Hyderabad 
for more than thirty years, down to the date of Colonel Fraser’s 
appointment, seems to have been confined to the unflinching sup- 
port of the Minister, Eajah Chundoo Lall, against all his rivals, 
and even against his own sovereign. Metcalfe had succeeded 
before his departure, as already stated, in instituting certain 
administrative reforms, and in placing them under the only pos- 
sible safeguard, the superintendence of English officers ; but in 
1829, on the accession of the Nizam Nasir-ood-dowla, the Eng- 
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which there exists an irresistible principle of repulsion. If I were 
permitted, or enjoined, by the British Government to establish a con- 
nection with Ohnndoo Lall which should seem a very close and intimate 
one, and to avail myself of this coalition to offer him my suggestions 
and advice, nothing would be easier to me, and, to outward appearance, 
nothing would be more agreeable to him. He would professedly regard 
my advances as a proof of friendship, and he would pi’omise implicit 
submission to my counsels and direction. But no useful result would 
ensue. Comprehending neither my intentions nor the ends at which I 
aimed, and having different objects of his own to fulfil, he would 
counteract while he professed to second me. His designs and political 
aims are restricted to the present or immediately coming day ; and 
plans for future years enter not into his contemplation. He would not 
understand me, and would never, therefore, cordially receive me as an 
adviser or coadjutor. The execution of the measures I recommended, 
even if they were approved, not depending upon myself, but upon one 
who never at any time possessed much energy, and who cannot be 
supposed to have acquired additional strength of mind when he has 
ariived at the extreme verge of existence, would never be realised. I 
should share his responsibility for the distracted state of the country, 
and for the existence of all those evils which I could not amend ; and 
I should become — with very little chance, I fear, of doing good — a 
participator in the shame and disgrace which attach to a weak and ill- 
organised Government. But these may be considered rather negative 
evils than otherwise : there might be positive ones. My interference 
would impair the power of the Minister. It is, on certain occasions, 
and in some parts of the country, but feebly and imperfectly acknow- 
ledged, even at present. If the hand of the Besident were seen — 
which it has not been, since I came here — complainants and malcontents 
would address themselves to me. The extant standing order of the 
Government, that ‘ it is unnecessary to bring petitions to the Kesidency, 
since there are regular Courts of Justice to receive them in the city’, 
would cease to influence the people; parties and intrigues would be 
formed on my side; and the Government I attempted to aid — concen- 
trated, such as it is, in the person of Chundoo Lall — would, there is 
reason to believe, be essentially impaired in strength, in consequence of 
its being regarded by the country as divided. 

“ The application of a partial remedy, then, I regard as promising 
no advantage. Nothing short of an actual assumption of the govern- 
ment of the country would, in my opinion, be an adequate remedy for 
the evils that prevail. All requires to be reconstituted, and the whole 
frame of government remodelled. The system of revenue is wretched, 
amd demands reorganisation. The administration of justice— more 
defective than even the revenue branch — has to be provided for: a 
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police lias to be oi*g«amscd ; thousands of nsck‘ss soldiers should be 
disbanded, and a small, but efFective, force substituted; means of 
education should be supplied, commerce protected aud encouraged, and 
the resources of the country — with respect to which the most perfect 
ignorance prevails — should bo made the subject of inquiry aud 
research. 

‘‘ But is such an assumption of the government as this would imply — 
or our bringing forward any proposition to this effect — justifiable, or 
in any way warranted, by the circumstances of the case ? I .apprehend 
not. Wo have no treaty with the ISfizam which provides (as do the 
Mysore, Travancore, and other treaties) for our taking the country 
into onr own hands nndcr any circumstances, and for even a temporary 
period. Wo are, of course, powerful enough to insist upon the 
measure, and to enforce it. But be the meaning of the word Supre- 
macy, and the sense in which it is now frequently used in reference to 
our government, what it may, of course it will never be made to imply 
a departure from the laws of honour and good faith. If the ITizam- 
could bo induced to spontaneously resign to us the management of his 
country until its financial ombai*rassments wore removed, and a just 
and rational system of general administration wore established, the 
end desired would be obtained, and the restoration of the countiy to 
him might be attended with such a stipulation for the subsequent 
admission of the counsels and eventual agency of the British Grovern- 
ment as should efiectually preclude any risk of its falling, a second 
time, into the same state of embarrassment as at present. But 
the Hizam would never agree to this temporary resignation of the 
management of his country to us ; or, at least, this is so highly im- 
probable that it would be but a loss of time to contemplate such a 
contingency and its consequences- 

“ Our partial interference in the administration presenting little or 
no advantage, and entire assumption of it appearing to be impracticable, 
what remains to be done ? Are we to continue satisfied with the present 
state of things — content to sec so large and fair a portion of India 
(the dominion of a Fiance with whom wo arc on terms of the closest 
alliance), if not actually a prey to anarchy and disorder, as generally 
supposed, yet certainly not in the condition wherein we should wish to 
see it placed, and in which, if the predominance of our power and a 
consequent right of interference are to be regarded as grounds of 
reasoning for the settlement of the question, it becomes our duty to see 
it placed ? Are we patiently to look on, and await in silence, those 
events which, under the circumstances of the case, must, almost neces- 
sarily, lead to increased embarrassment and ultimate confusion, forcing 
ns, in all probability, at some future period, to interfere, as the law of 
nations would authorise our doing in any part of the world, and, in 
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^‘But this is not all. Tlio power that the Natives of "India most 
required, and in the absence of which a considerable portion of our 
security consisted, was (hat of effecting a union among thcinselvos— of 
imparting ccunmon views, of simnltancousl^r influencing tlio masses, 
and of exciting and directing their attentior to a specific and definite 
object. With this advantage wc have furnished llicm ; and if treason- 
able, or — as they will consider them — ^I'cligious and patriotic songs and 
poems, artfully composed, and diroctl}- addressed to the strongest 
passions, obtain, as we have every reason to believe they arc now doing, 
circulation among our Sepoys, wo have the example of every nation on 
the face of the earth, ancient and modeim, for the clft'ct they must 
produce and the excitement they will inspire. 

“The teneis of Wahabeoisni arc making rapid progress in India, 
and liave found their way, to a considerable extent, among our troops. 
The Wahabces are actuiited by a dangerous principle wliicli they 
carry farther, perhaps, than the ^Mussulmans have ever done, 
namely that it is a meritorious act and enjoined duty to destroy 
all who arc not of their own sect, and who reject their tenets. 
Ambitious and discontented chiefs may thus handle religious fanaticism 
iu furtherance of treasonous political ends. It is impossible to say 
how far the two are at present in conjunction, or to estimate the 
degree in which religious and political feelings ai’O united, 
or may still be distinct from each other. If the flame ever break 
forth, it may prove wide and spreading, and difficult to control. 
The danger, I think, ouglit not to be despised ; and it will probably be 
deemed right that the progress of this formidable movement should ho 
attentively watched. I am doing so, as far as I can dare; and, no 
suspicions having yet arisen that I am aware of what is going on, or 
engaged in inquiry, I am in hope that in the course of a few days I 
shall have further information to give to the Supreme Government on 
this .subject. 

“ I expect to obtain the perusal of letters — and to be able to take 
copies of them — which have been addressed to Mubariz-ood-dowla by 
one of tlie Ameers of Scinde, by a Beloochec Chief, and by the son of 
Amcor Khan, the chief of Tonk. 

“ That any immediate enterprise will now be undertaken, or any ex- 
traordinary event ocenr, does not appear to bo likely. The eyes of the 
South of India are attentively fixed on our proceedings in the North- 
West; and our success there has been a blow that has, I believe, 
destroyed, for the present, all their schemes. My hesitation in propos- 
ing any new system of management for the Nizam’s dominions, or any 
essential change in the mode of its existing administi’ation, has aiisen 
from grave doubt whether it is practicable to submit any reasonable 
propositi for your Lordship’s consideitition at this moment, or unless I 
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and any cxtensivo change in the Nizam’s G-overnmont will be found 
impracticable until Heaven shall have taken this aged being to its 
mercy. 

“ If wo but wish the country to remain quiet — which, after all, is 
something in these disturbed and menacing times — I think this object 
is secure as long as Chundoo Lall lives, provided that the British 
Resident be known to remain on friendly terms with him. 

‘‘ But his death may cause embaiTassment, which it will bo desirable 
that we should, if possible, guard against by adopting some precaution. 
The debts of the State to soucars will, almost certainly, bo productive 
of financial difficulties ; but if any actual disturbance should occur on that 
occasion, it will probably arise from the claims of the Nizam’s troops, 
Arabs, battalions of the line, horsemen, and others, for payment of their 
arrears. This danger might, I imagine, best be obviated by our know- 
ing who the Minister’s successor was to he, and by our having pre- 
viously concerted measures with that personage to meet the eventual 
difficulty and demand. But no one knows, or can give any probable 
indication, who is to be the successor. This appointment to the 
office of Dewan is left by the British Government to the Nizam ; and 
he has never declared, nor ever — as far as I can learn — hinted, 
what his intentions are in this respect, if, indeed, he have yet formed 
any. 

“ The Minister and his friends think, and profess to bo almost 
assux’ed, that his son Bala Pershad will succeed ; but I cannot learn 
that the Nizam has ever said anything to warrant such an expectation. 
Bala Pershad, I believe, is not deficient in ability ; but he is said to be 
rapacious in the extreme, and to have accumulated very large treasure. 
Ho is so far associated with his father in the transaction of public 
business that he has abundant opportunities of gratifying his ruling 
passion by extortion of Nnzuranahs and bribes. The father himself is 
understood to possess nothing ; yet it is but a small share of merit that 
can be ascribed to him on this account, if he has knowingly permitted 
his son to be guilty of the vice he has himself avoided. 

“ Por some time after I came to Hyderabad, besides Bala Pershad, a 
person named G-holam Hyder Klian, with the title of Iktidar Jung — a 
servant of the Nizam,. who remains always near his master’s person — 
was sometimes mentioned as not unlikely to be nominated to the 
Dewan. I never saw the man ; and I know no one who is acquainted 
with him. He hears, I understand, a tolerably respectable character ; 
and I have heard nothing particular said against him. 

“ Some attention has lately been directed to Sooraipood-dowla, the 
son of Mooneer-ood-Moolk, the former Dewan. He is about thirty 
years of age, and is said to be a man of considerable ability. Him, too, 
I never saw, nor have I had any communication with him. I believe 

B. 
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the principal reason for it being supposed that ho lias a chance of thc" 
appoiiitiiieiit is thali the Nizam has been a little more attentive to him, 
of late, than usual, and has received him at the Durbar, on one or two 
recent occasions, with an observable degree of courtesy. But, in 
reality, the question of the succession to this office is, so far as I can 
learn, absolutely undecided ; and I meet no one who seems to possess 
trustworthy information on the subject. 

Besides those I have mentioned, the only other person hero from 
whose character and station it miglit seem not impossible that the 
Nizam should select him for the office of IMinister, is Shums-ool-Oomrah, 
though I have 310 ver heard his name mentioned in this view. He is 
spoken of as a respectable man. He is, I think, between 50 and 
60, and, from his office of Commander of the Pagah,^ may be con- 
sidered as next in rank and consequence to the members of the 
Nizam’s family. 

“ I have never seen Shums-ool-Oomrah, and it may give your Lord- 
ship a sufficient idea of the thraldom in which the Nobles of this 
country are kept by the Minister, to mention that even this personage, 
high in rank as he is, was afraid to have it known that he once sent me 
a few elementary school-books in Hindostanoe and Persian, which w'oro 
printed by him, a year or two ago. Hearing that he is a literary man, 
acquainted with certain branches of mathematical science, I one day 
sent him, thi’ough bis physician, Dr. Vertue, two or three Persian 
school-books on Astronomy and Geography, which I happened to have 
by me, and which I thought he might bo pleased to examine and to 
compare with the similar works ho had himself published. In 
acknowledgment of this slight civility, he sent me, a few days after- 
wards, a set of his own printed school-books in return. They were 
forwarded through the same medium ; and the note that accompanied 
them, written by a Prench secretary in the service of Shums-ool- 
Oomrah, is so characteristic and significant, that I requested Dr. Vertue 
to leave it with me, and I now enclose it, in order that yonr Lordship 
may note, in the last paragraph, a pi’oof of the fear I have already 
alluded to as entertained by the highest Oomrahs of Hyderabad of 
being discovex*ed in holding intercourse, oven of the most casual and 
conventional kind, with the British Besident. The French secretary 
appears to participate in the apprehensions of his master, and, instead 
of naming the Minister, obliquely designates him as ‘ Thomme qne 
vous savez.’ 

‘‘ The only way, I imagine, to ascertain the intentions of the Nizam, 
with respect to a successor to Ohundoo Lall, would be, to ask him the 
question. But this could scarcely be done without the Minister ’a 
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knowledge ; and, unless he considered that our aim was to promote 
the vie\vs, and, so far as possible, to secure the succession of his son, 
Bala Pershad, 'would, doubtless, regard our interference in reference to 
the contingency it implies, as indelicate and offensive, and as involving 
a risk of injuring his son’s prospects, unless wo formally declared a 
purpose of advocating them. It may also be observed tliat if the 
I^izain w’erc once appealed to, and any intimation elicited of an inten- 
tion not to hereafter nominate Bala Pershad to the Dewanee, it would 
immediately teud to weaken, if not to subvert, tlic authority of Chnndoo 
Lall; and the consequences might then be more miscliievons, and 
fraught with more danger, than those wo were seeking to avert. 

“ Since, then, it would be difHcnlt, in the circumstances of the case, to 
obtain tliis information, perhaps the best way left to secure the tran- 
quillity of the country on the demise of Chnndoo Lall, would be to 
induce him to render a true and accurate account of the debts of the 
State, and to authorise the hTizam’s Government — in the event of this 
measure meeting their own views — to open a six per cent, loan, to the 
extent so aiu'ived at, under the guaranty of the British Government, 
with adequate security for repayment of the principal in hvo or six 
years. 

“The loan thus constituted should bo paid into the Eesidont’s 
treasury, not that of the Minister; and not a rupee of it should bo 
subsequently disbursed, but under the Resident’s orders, after thorough 
and correct understanding of the exact nature and validity of the debts 
claimed. I know not whether the Court of Directors would sanction 
this, even if the Nizam (which is hot certain) approved of it ; but, if 
both parties concurred, there can be but little doubt that the Minister 
would gladly avail himself of the occasion to discharge the debt that 
oppresses and embarrasses him, a great part of it bearing interest at 18 
per cent, per annnin. Not only would this onerous burden be thrown 
off, but numerous reductions might bo made, and many of the troops 
disbanded, which cannot now be done for want of means to discharge 
their arrears. We should know what we never otherwise shall — the 
precise financial condition of the State; and a principal source of 
apprehension, in the event of the Minister’s death, would be at once 
removed. 

“ Of course, many subsidiary arrangements would require to be 
made; and I now merely touch on the subject in a very general 
manner, reserving more particular discussion of it for future communica- 
tion, should your Lordship bo of opinion that any proposition of the 
kind, emanating from the Minister, would at all be entertained. 

“Another point, to which I may take this opportunity of requesting 
your Lordship’s attention, is the succession to the Musnud itself- It 
may naturally be supposed that the Nizam will desire to be succeeded 
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by bis eldest son, now a boy of ten ycai’S of age ; though he has never 
yet made any open express declaration of his sentiments on this subject. 
His Highness is a strong, and apparently healthy man, and not more 
than fifty years of age. His death, therefore, cannot in human proba- 
bility, be anticipated to take place for many years ; but as this event 
may occur unexpectedly, and as, unless arrangements be previously 
made, we may have before us the difficulties of a disputed succession, 
and, at all events, the embarrassment of a minority and temporary 
regency, it will be for your Lordship to determine whether it may not 
be desirable to provide against these possible sources of inconvenience, 
and to embrace the first favourable opportunity of ascertaining the 
Hizam’s sentiments on the subject. This might be impolitic and inex- 
pedient, were it likely to produce any disagreeable impression on the 
mind of his Highness ; but, with his knowledge of the turbulent and 
vicious character of his brothers, it would probably tend much to con- 
ciliate him and to tranqiiillise his mind, as well as to ensure the future 
peace of the country, that we aliould recognise as his heir the person 
(if unexceptionable) whom he might be disposed to select. 

“ If this is to be done at all, I am inclined to think that it should be, 
in the first instance, by a direct and private communication with the 
Nizam. Previous admission of the Minister to the settlement of a 
question so important and interesting might open a road to the deepest 
and most dangerous intrigue. 

“ On this, and, indeed, on most of the other subjects adverted to in 
this letter, I shall abstain (except in circumstances of the strongest 
and most imperative necessity) from adopting any measures whatever, 
or instituting any course of procedure, until I shall have been honoured 
by the expression of your Lordship’s sentiments. 

The records of the Hyderabad Residency show that very 
different and opposite systems of policy have been enjoined by different 
Governments, and that the same public measures have sometimes 
elicited applause which, at others, have met with disapproval. Not 
only have varying opinions been entertained at the seat of Government, 
but the decisions of the Home authorities do not appear to have been 
always guided by an undeviating rule of judgment. 

‘‘ I perceive, on review, that I have presented to your Lordship little 
else than a tissue of difficulties and doubts j but such, I regret to say, 
is inherent in the nature of the case. We may apply, as we have been 
doing — or endeavomang to do — ^for many years past, palliatives and 
expedients ; but I apprehend that the Nizam’s country will never be free 
from embarrassment, nor rise from its pi’esent grade of mediocrity, until 
it shall have been placed under a decided British administration. 

“ I have expressed myself on the subject with freedom and unrestraint, ' 
profoundly sensible of the privilege of addressing your Lordship in a 
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less formal and reserved ma.imcr tlian would be sint;d)lo to a public 
and official record. 

“ I liavo ilio honour to be, etc., 

‘‘ J. S. Eraser.’’ 

This letter has been given in r?‘tt'nsc\ not nitu’cl}' to indicate at 
the outset the grave difficulties of General Fraser’s position, luit to 
lay down the first documentary proof that liis political foresight 
ranged far ])eyond the immediate horizon, ami was not hounded by 
the limits (d* liis official charge. It will prove, also, that his con- 
victions and his objects, with reference to British relations with the 
Nizam, were founded on princi]>les of honour and equity, and 
never \'aried from the day of his arrival until that of his departure 
from Hyderabad. 

In a letter dated the 24tli of July 1840, Lord Elphinstone 
reminds General Fraser that the previous daj" was the first anni- 
versary of the ca])tiire of Glmzni, while, ho continues, ‘^to-day is 
the anniversary of the tiik'iiig of Gibraltar in 1704. At the period 
of the greatest vigour, if not the widest extension of Mohammedan 
power, tliese places may be said to have marked its extreme limits. 
Both now contain a British garrison.” Neither of the correspon- 
dents could then foresee that the brilliant exploit, for which 
General Sir John Keane was raised to the peerage and endowed 
with a pension for two lives, would prove so barren and even so 
disastrous in its results. But we can well understand now, what 
they cannot but have known well, that the capture of Ghuziii 
must at the time have been an immense relief to Lord Aucidaud, 
giving him apparent assurance, after months of work, suspense, and 
anxiety, that the expedition into Afghanistan would prove an easy 
success. We can well uiidemtand how it was that, in the midst of 
the plans and preparations for the double advance on Oabul 
through the Khyber and Bolan Bassos, the Oovenior-General 
delayed for a long time replying to the long letter in which 
the Eesident at Hyderabad gave his first impressions and sug- 
gestions as to the condition and prospects of the Nizam’s dominions. 
The answer came at last, after the lapse of five months. 

** Simla, Sept, 13, 1830. 

Mt dear Sir, — I have many subjects upon which J have long wished 
to write to you ; but mj time has been sadly occupied. 
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strongest objections nitty be nrged to tlio proposition ; anti upon this, as 
upon otlioj* points on wliicli I have touched, any information you can 
-aUbrd me ^vili be most gratefully rt'ceivod. 

“Very faithfully yours, 

“ xiuCKLANP.” 

A decided check and deej) discouragement were given to the 
intrigues and plots of this time by the early successes of Lord 
xVuckland’s policy of restoring Sliah Sliujaii to the throne of Cabul. 
The Xawab of Kurnool, just at that crisis, was clearly detected in 
the very act of assenil)]ing a military force, and of holding com- 
niuiiications with Wahabee leaders, and other fanatics and malcon- 
tents at Hyderabad and in other towns of the Deccan and Car- 
natic. Lord Elpliinstone liaving consulted liini as to the smallest 
force with which the Commissioners of Inquiry about to start for 
Kurnool oaglit to be supported, General Fraser sent the following 
rcjply : — 

“ Hyderabad, 12th July 1839. 

“ My Lord, — Sir Henry Montgomery’s^ estimate of the strength 
of Kurnool is certainly very different from mine, if he really thinks 
half a regiment and a company of Artillery would be sufficient to take 
it. My impression has been, though it is possible I may bo mistaken, 
that it was one of the stx*ongest native forts in the country, and, judging 
from the evidence that I have received here, tl.at it was garrisoned 
by about 4,000 men, mostly of the best fighting castes. On this point, 
however, I need say no more until my information is more complete, or 
until I receive an application fi*om the Grovernment of Fort St. George 
for the service of any [)ortion of the Hizam’s troops. 

“ I am very sorry, but not much surprised, to hear of the misunder- 
standing between Mr. Casamajor and Mr. Stonohouse. I have always 
heard the fox^mer spoken of as a very good man, but at the same time, 
to use the odd Fi*ench expression, un il vivre. 

“ I tried as far as I could to serve Mr. Coi'mack, the Postmaster at 
Hyderabad ; but to tell you the truth, ho is not a fii'st-rate artist, and I 
fancy has not found much to do here in that way. I got the old 
Ministei', Chundoo Lall, to sit to him ; but it was not at all well done, 
and I therefore made him copy one which had been done by a superior 
artist some years ago. You may like to see it, and I send it to you by 
this opportunity. You have only to fancy the countenance a good deal 
-older and more worn, the body infinitely more attenuated and bent 

1 Sir Henry Coningham Montgomery, Bart., of the Madras Civil Service, 
•afterwards a Member of the Indian Council' in London and a Privy Coun- 
cillor, died in 1878. 
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almost double, witlioufc a single jewel or other ornameut on the person,. 
— for he never wears them now', — and yon have Chundoo Lall still 
before you. 

‘®Iam not aw'are wdiether the Nizam would have any objection to 
have his picture drawn, but he has at least none to see the pictures of 
other people. Soornj-ood-Dowda, the son of the former Minister, Moonecr- 
ool-Moolk, pleased him very much a few days ago by presenting him 
with a handsome framed engraving of the Queen. 

‘‘ It is singular that I should be so frequently suspected of a wish to 
interfere in the religion, spiritually considered, of the people of India. 
There is not a man in the whole country w'ho would abstain from this 
more scrupulonsly than I would, not only on political grounds, but on 
what is more important, moral ones. I would, however, never allow 
myself to bo deceived by a name, and if Wahabecism clioosos to call 
itself religion, when I know it in fact to be treason, I would treat it 
accordingly. 

“ I remain, your Lordship’s ever faithfully and obediently, 

“J. S. Fraser.” 

The Government of Madras was chiefly and deeply indebted 
to General Fraser for information, derived from his intelligence 
department, as to the proceedings of the Nawab of Knrnool and 
his treasonable communications with Mubariz-ood-dowla, the 
fanatical brotlier of the reigning Nizam. Some troops of the 
Hyderabad Contingent, then usually called “ the Nizam’s Army”, 
detached and directed by the Eesident, co-operated with the British 
Field Force under Colonel Dyce despatched against Kurnool. The 
bands of Eohillas and Arabs assembled by the misguided Nawab 
having resisted the occupation of the fort, and refused to lay down 
their arms, were attacked and routed with great slaughter. The 
Nawab of Kurnool was taken prisoner, and ample proof of his evil 
intentions was discovered in his palace and its vicinity, especially 
in the form of a perfectly marvellous accumulation of guns and 
munitions of war. This is mentioned in a letter to General Fraser 
from Captain (afterwards General) Edward Armstrong, of the 
Madras 34th Light Infantry, dated '"Kurnool, 10th October 
1839”:— 

“ It is impossible to describe to you the state of the Nawab’s arsenal, 
his preparations for war in ordnance, stores, and ammunition are 
prodigious, and we are one and all filled with amazement at what we 
have this day beheld* The gardens of his palace and zenana are* 
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covered with foundries for costing' gnus, shot and shells, and pieces el 
ordnance are to he found in every stage of preparation. Two of tlic 
mortars, beautiful brass pieces, arc probably tlic largest in the \voL*]d, — 
tlie diameter of the bore of one being' fcvvent3'--six and the other Lwenty- 
tljree inches, the thickness of metal at the ninzzlc nine inches. J^or 
tliese monsters of tlieir kind there is an abundant supply of shells. 
The various buildings in (he palace and zenana are turned into va.st 
magazines of cvciy imaginable weapon, from guns of the hcr.-viest 
caJibro to double-barrelled pocket pistols. In one shed, whieh had li.e 
entrance bricked up to appear a. dead wall, Ave found forty- five brass 
guns, from two- to six-pomidcrs, mounted on now carriages, while in 
llie same place there W'cre scA’^enty or eighty new carriages fur guns 
that were buried near tlio shed. It is impossible as yet to fojan an 
accurate estimate of the number of guns found, but on a rough calciila- 
lion I should say Ave have seen upwards of six hundred of all sizes, 
most of tliem now ; some of them six-pounders, Avith the Company’s 
mark on them. With the excepiion of fifty or sixty, all of these AVc're 
buried or placed in sheds and built up, Avheu tlio Nawab heard wo 
AA’cre coming to take a look at him, and they Avould ha^e escaped 
discovery had not some of the Avorkmcn employed turned traitors, and 
pointed out the places of concealment. An endless number of tumbrils 
and waggons have been found, ready packed with poAvder, shoi-. five 
shells, grape and canister, and matted over, — so as to tako the field in 
good condition at a moment’s notice. Ranges of godowns of git'iit 
extent are filled Avuth powder, sulphur, saltpetre, and other materials. 
In fact, it Avould appear as if the wliolc life of the ilawab had been 
devoted to the collection of w’arlike stores, and that the revenue of liis 
country must have been expended for years for this purpose. Indeed, 
it is incredible and impossible that he could, unaided from ouisitle, 
have collected these materials of AA^ar from his OAvn resources. T am 
satisfied we are on the threshold of important discoveries, and that 
this place being considered obscure and not likely to be suspected, was 
chosen as the grand depot for a hostile movement of no oi’dinary 
character. Hamdar Khan, the vizier, accompanied us, and at eacli 
successive discovery affected astonishment, and expressed entire ignor- 
ance of the ITawab’s operations. Ho has been placed in arrest. The 
Nawab is still in the hands — voluntarily, I suspect — of a body of about 
1,000 Rohillas encamped within a mile or tAvo, under the command 
of your friend, Shah Wullee Khan. He must be taken, dead or 
alive.” 

In a letter dated the 18th October 1839, Captain Armstrong 
continues his narrative of events at Kurnool 
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“ The order I anticipated arrived yesterday morning from the Madras 
Grovornmont — the country to be resumed, the ISTawab to bo deposed and 
to submit himself without conditions to the British Government. The 
foreign mercenaries were guaranteed payment of their arrears, protection 
of life and property, and a passport to their native countries. Some of 
them were inclined to accede to those terms, but our friend Shah Wullee 
Khan, the Koliilia, was most insolent — refused to receive the letter 
addressed to him and the other Chiefs, or to permit the Kawab to surren- 
der, unless his arrears, without farther inqniiy, were paid up on tlio spot. 
He said he looked on Feringlieo promises as mere deceit. Finding that 
persuasion was useless, Colonel Dyce moved his detachment into position 
— consistingof onlj' scveidj'-fivc Europeans of HM. 39th Foot Artillery, 
wit) i two six* pounders and two howiizci*s, and 400 men of my regiment, 
34th L. I. — io atiack tlic Arabs and liohillas in a stone enclosure sur- 
rounding a diirgah,^ while a sqnadronof the 13th Dragoons anda squadron 
of the rth Light Cavalry were sent off to the right of the attacking force 
to cut up runaways. After a few rounds of canister from the guns, the 
line advanced in gallant style and carried all before them. The loss of 
the enemy has been very heavy, the cavalry having given a good 
account of tliom as soon as they were driven from their defences. We 
have a large body of prisoners, among them the Kawab, untouched, 
whom I had the good fortune personally to secure in the durgah. 
Colonel Dyco’s arrangements %vere admirable^, and to the rapid advance 
under a very heavy fire our trifling loss is alone ascribable. Nothing 
could have been bettor than the conduct of our troops on this little 
occasion, wlion opposed to more than double their nnmber of well-armed 
Arabs, liohillas and Pathans, behind their iavourite stone walls and in 
strong buildings. The Sepoys used tlie bayonet in a way I have never 
seen or hoard of before. It is impossible yet to say how many of the 
enemy were killed ; we have a great many wounded among the prisoners, 
I regret to say Lieut, White of H.M. 39th is killed, and a noble lad of 
the 34th, Yates, Mrs. Byam’s brotliez*, mortally wounded. The 
doctors say he cannot survive, his wound being a stab in the stomach. 
Major Wright and Lieut. Ouchterlony of the 39th are wounded. I 
almost regret Shah Wullee Khan has escaped the halter he so long 
richly deserved, by being killed. I have made sure of this by seeing 
his body. Many other chiefs are killed ; many are prisoners. I think 

party of Blam’s Horse, in posts twenty-five miles apart, will be 
desirable for some little time longer, as the fugitives will no doubt make 
for your City as opportunity offers.’’ 

Ample evidence of his treason having been obtained, the Nawab 
of Knrnool was deposed and deported, and his country annexed to 

^ A praying place or small mosque. 
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tlie Presidency of Madras, After inquiry by a special Commission 
at H}Tlerabad, Prince IMiibariz-ood-dowln, wlio liad always been a 
turbulent and troublesome character, was confined by his brother, 
the Nizam, as a State prisoner, to the Port of Golconda, W'here he 
remained for many years. General Eraser alludes to these matters 
in the following letter, placed a little in advance of its chrono- 
logical order, to Lord Elphiiistone. 

Hyderabad, September lOtli, 1840. 

“ ]\rY Lord, — I was happy to receive youi' very obliging letter, with 
the copy of your ]\riiiute which accompanied it, on the subject <jf the 
alTuirs of Kurnool, liorowitli returned. I entirely agree with the 
opinions therein expressed, and should hope that they may have 
the edcct of awakening some degree of caution in the Supreme Govern- 
ment with respect to the state of the ISEohammedaii mind in the South of 
India. It is ])robablo that the members of the Government have 
formed their judgment principally in reference to the character of the 
Mohammedans of Northern Hindostan, wlio are, I believe, in many 
respects, a superior race, and less dissatisfied with tlie British Govern- 
nicut. Were they better acquainted with the troublesome population 
of Triplicane,^ Triohinopoly, Arcob, Vellore, Bangalore, and Southern 
India generally, I think their opinions would undergo considerable 
change. 

“I cannot help persmiding myself that the majority, if not the 
whole, of this class — excepting only, perhaps, our own troops, and 
some other of onr immediate dependents — would he delighted to 
anniliilato the British power, and to massacre eveiy Englishman in 
India, if they i30sscsscd sufficient sirength to cany their objects into 
effect. 

“ If that disposition really prevails, of wdiich I have no doubt, the 
mildest term that can be given to it is disaffection ; and the state of 
affairs must be very much altered before I consent to qualify the desig- 
nation, I sliould imagine that no question could exist as to the 
]3ropriety of iho manner in which you have disposed of Kurnool. 
Any other measure would have been dangerous and impolitic, and 
tending to perpetuation of a long-acknowledged evil. 

“ I think I have the good fortune to concur entirely in the views 
entertained by your Lordship with respect to the fittest manner of 
dealing with the petty Native Chiefs and Princes of India. You have 
explained, in w^hat appear to me very just and. correct terms, the nature 
of the original rise and existing status of most of those persons; and 
I think we should avail ourselves of every opportunity that may 


^ The Mussulman quarter of the city of Madras. 
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present itself in tlie rebellion or serious crimes of the parties concerned, 
to declare their titles forfeited, and their principalities or other posses- 
sions reannexed to the Empire at large. We ought, however, to 
continue, on the other hand, to treat with liberality and confidence all 
those ^Native Princes wliosc original titles were of acknowledged 
validity, with whom wo have formed j)olitical treaties, and of whoso 
good will towards us wc liave yet had no reason to entertain distrust. 

I do not approve, in our dealings with Chiefs of this description, of 
that ostentatious assumption of what wc call ‘ paramount j)ower’ which 
the Governments — more especially their subordinate political officers — 
habitually exhibit in an otFeiisivo degree. I have alv/ays doubted, and 
have frequently expressed the doubt to Sir Frederick Adam and others, 
the justice of our having assumed the Mysore country so abruptly and 
decisively as we did ; and I now learn, by a letter just received from a 
friend in England, that Lord William Bentinck himself, before his 
death, repeatedly declai*ed his regi»et at having ordered that measure. 

I should be sorry to sec any such armngement contemplated with 
respect to the Nizam’s country, and liavc argued in both public and 
private against any project wliatevcr of assumption, or infringement of 
the independent power of the sovereign, as an act uncalled for, and 
inconsistent with honour and good faith. I am disposed to think, also, 
that we ought to employ I'espectablo Mohammedans more than we at 
present do, bnngiiig them more prominently forward in the higher and 
more honourable offices of the State. Mon will not give us their 
affection for nothing ; and if we do nothing to conciliate their good 
will, we ought not to be surprised that we lack it. 

‘‘ I have much pleasure in sending yon the Duchess of Abrantes’ 
Memoirs, in two successive banghy despatches — one containing the 
first nine volumes, and the other the three last. These treat of other 
and more interesting matters than the schemes and confederacies of 
bearded Mussulmans; and I think you will be much pleased with the 
lady’s lively account of the interior of Napoleon’s life, and of the 
curious scenes of the Tuileries, Malmaison, and St. Cloud. 

‘‘ I either possess, or have commissioned from Calcutta, most of the 
books which your Lordship mentions, including another work on India 
which — ^from the extracts I have read — appears to be interesting, by a 
Swede or Norwegian with a remarkably long name, whose orthography 
has escaped my recollection. ^ 

“ I should be very happy to be favoured with perusal of the first 
part of Tocqueville’s B^mocratie en Amerique, when it can be spared 
with perfect convenience. 

Some of the books required by Lord Munster I have obtained; 
but they are still to be copied, as the owners of valuable Oriental works- 
^ No doubt General Count Biornstjerna’s book. 
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generally decline to part with them. When I see my way a little more 
clearly to the extent of success upon which I can reckon in this respect, 
(which will probably be about the iime of departure of the second 
steamer from this date), I shall do myself the pleasure of replying to 
his Lordship’s letter on the subject. 

“ Always, my Lord, yours most faithfully, 

“ J. S. Feaser.” 

At the time that hfiibariz-ood-dowla was sent by the Nizam as 
a State prisoner to the fort of Golconda, forty six Moulavees and 
preachers of the Walin,l)ce sect, who had been in close comimmica- 
tioii with the fanatic rriiice, were apprehended and kept in close 
custody. Some of them were British subjects, and partly on that 
account, partly on account of the conspiracy in which they had 
been engaged being mainly hostile to British power, General 
Fraser was led to pro])ose to the Nizam the measure of a full 
investigation into the intrigues and plots that had been going on, 
by means of a mixed Committee of English officers and Mussul- 
man Sirdars connected with the Nizam's Government. This plan 
was carried out with the approval of the Government of India, 
and with very beneficial effect'. The following extracts from a 
despatch dated 19th June 1839, will explain the grounds on which 
the Eesident had arranged the assembly of this mixed Committee. 

“ Sevoi^al reasons have led me to propose to the Nizam’s Government 
a mutual participation in the inquiry. 

“This may bo considered duo to the Hyderabad Oircar, from the 
offences that are to constitute the subject of inquiry having been com- 
mitted equally against both States ; to which it may be added that the 
removal of Mubariz-ood-dowla having been effected by the orders of the 
Nizam, and by moans' of his troops exclnsivoly, without the intervention 
of any of ours, it appears desirable that in a matter so interesting to 
Mohammedans generally, they should have an opportunity of knowing 
that its examination had rested equally with the Mussulman as with the 
British Government, and that the final disposal of the case should be 
equally the act of both. 

“Tlie principal offender being the brother of the Nizam himself, 
some delicacy .was necessary in proposing aiTangements for the conduct 
of an inquiry that was likely to end in the further incrimination of that 
person: and his Hig-hnoss would, perhaps, on this ground, have 
objected to an invcstigalion in which the officers of Lis Government 
hai no part. 
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Many of the prisoners in custody are subjects of* tliis State, and 
the inquiry taking place at Hyderabad itself, it would have indicated 
otlensiYO distrust if I had jiroposed to establish an exclusively British 
and ex 2>arte investigation into these matters. 

“The suggestion of a joint Gommitteo was intended to give proof 
of a friendly feeling, and a desire to act in union with the Circar, 
wliich could scarcely fail to be agreeable to the Hizam, and to inspire 
him with sentiments of good will whicli may be of much advantage 
hereafter. 

“ An associated Commission, with a common object in view, has a 
tendency to draw together the two States, and to make their respective 
officers known to eacli other, between whom there has hitherto been 
little or no intercourse. 

“The whole transaction will contribute, in its fui'ther progress and 
termination, as its antecedent proceedings have already done in no 
inconsiderable degree, to produce a more familiar acquaintance between 
the Nizam and the Eosident, and to fficilitate any communications 
which may be requisite with his Highness for objects connected with 
the future improvement of the country. 

“Points of a religious nature, especially as connected with the 
distinction that now prevails between the orthodox Mohammedan 
religion and the reformed or Wahabee faith, will necessarily be brought 
to the notice of the Committee ; and in this respect it will be attended 
with obvious advantage that the Mohammedans of this countiy 
generally, who hear of those proceedings, should know that they have 
been submitted to persons of their own tribe and creed, conjointly with 
British officers, and not to the latter exclusively. 

“Proof will be given to tbe country at large that we not only 
acknowledge a community of interests between this State and the 
British Government, but we shall exhibit upon a small scale, what I 
think it is highly desirable we should begin to do on a more extensive 
one, a wish to see brought prominently forward and employed in 
honourable office, and united with us in our councils and deliberations, 
men of rank and respectability among the Mohammedans. 

“ I should have wished for the instructions of the Supreme Govern- 
ment before I adopted the measures above described; but the time 
required for this would have annulled, or at least weakened, some of 
the anticipated results; and procrastination or apparent hesitation 
might only have emboldened the Chiefs and others who are in league 
against us, to proceed to the completion of their treacherous designs. 

“ This State cannot but be regarded as a powerful and important 
one ; and situated, as the Nizam’s country is, in the heart of India, of 
which it constitutes a large portion, the disposition of its Governmeut 
can scarcely fail to exercise a considerable moral influence over the 
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HjJera1)ad iiiaiiitaiiis a perpetual wrestle with- the Do wan, and 
which transfonns the representative oP tlie Dritish Government hj 
turns into an importunate creditor and a bailifr in execution, is tlie 
pay of the Contingent. Were that sort of demand and dispute 
once adjusted, there is no Native State in India wliose relations 
with the British Government woixld, as far as we know, be more 
friendly and unruffled. The Nizam has been our ally for much 
more tlian half a century.*' 

This Government,” continues Lord Dalhonsie, “disclaims not 
only the intention, but the wish, of doing any act by wliich the 
indepeiuleuce of the Nizam can be in any degree impaired. The 
Treaty itself offers a bar to any such design, by declaring, in the 
most emphatic terms, that the Government of India binds itself 
in no way to interfere with His Highness’s subjects, servants, or 
concerns.”^ 

Two years previously, Lord Dalhonsie had expressed Iximsclf 
even more strongly and clearly to the same effect : — 

“ Were it not for the existence of the Subsidiary and Contingent 
forces, our relations with the State of Hyderabad would be merely 
those which usually are formed between two independent Powers, 
and the position of the Resident would correspond in every respect 
with that of any accredited Minister of a foreign Stato.”‘^ 

Very confused and contradictory notions as to the origin and 
legal status of the Hyderabad Contingent, or Nizamis Army, 
having prevailed, and having been officially stated, from time to 
time, at home and in India, it will be as w^ell to introduce here a 
document dated four years before General Fi\aser assumed charge 
of the Eesidency, dealing with the history and constitution of that * 
force from the very beginning, very slightly abridged. 

“ The first notice I find on the Records I'egarding the reformation ot 
the Nizam*s army is contained in a letter from Mr. Henry Russell, then 
Resident at Hyderabad^ dated the 10th July 1811, frorfi which I beg 
leave to subjoin an extract. Mr. Russell, in describing the deteriorated 
condition of Berar, stated that various causes might be assigned for 
that deterioration. Having treated of the number and power of the 
Naicks (a description of rebel and plunderer) as the first canse, of the 
local position of Holkar*s district of Umber as the second cause, of the 
invasion of the Pindaries as the third, he proceeds : — 

^ Papers^ Nimwh Debts (418 of 1864), pp. 98, 99, 

3 IUd.y p. 37. 
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“ ‘ Fonrfclily, — The defects in the miiitary establishment. The whole 
of the ISTizam’s troops now stationed in Berar, including* those of the 
Jageerdars subject to the authority of the Local Government, consist of 
about 9,000 cavalry, about 3,000 irrcgulai' and about 5,000 regular 
infantry, with about 25 guns. Of the cavalry, about 5,500 are Sircar, 
and about 3,500 Jageerdar troops. All the irregular infantry are 
Sircar troops, except one small corps of about 700 men belonging to 
Shiims-ool-Oonirab. Of the regular infantry, two battalions, consisting 
of about 900 meu cacb, belong to Salabut Khan, and tho rcmaiiidor 
compose what is called the Kizam’s establishment of regular infantry in 
Berar. Salahut Khan’s two battalions, and Sbums-ool-Oomrrdi’s irre- 
gular corps, have each of them two guns. All the remaining guns are 
attached to the Sircar troops. 

“ ^ Tlie cavalry in Berar are of as good a description as tlic ordinary 
run of Native cavalry in India. In every party, some will be found 
better than others ; hut, upon tho whole, they arc very much upon an 
equality. They are all of tho kind called Silladar, where the horse is 
the property of his rider, to distinguish them from the Bargeer cavalry, 
who are mounted on horses belonging to tbe Government. Their pay 
varies from 40 to 50 rupees a month for both the rider and his horse, 
and one of the express conditions of the service is, that tlie horseman is 
not to receive any compensation if his horse is cither maimed or killed 
in battle. The horseman’s subsistence depends entirely upon his horse. 
Ho gciiorally borrows the money with great dijfficulty to buy him, 
and if ho loses him, can seldom raise money to buy another. The loss 
of his horse, therefore, is tho loss of his bread. The cavalry is very 
irregularly pg^id, too, as all the troops of Native Governments are, so 
that it would be unreasonable to expect much activity or exertion from 
them on any occasion. 

“‘In the year 1804, a proposal was made by us to tho Nizam to 
maintain a regular establishment of the Silladar cavalry, on the same 
footing as that maintained by the Government of Mysore. This pro- 
posal led to a long negotiation ; and the Nizam at last consented 
generally to raise a body of Silladar cavalry, but he objected to all 
those parts of the plan by which alone its efficiency would have been 
ensured, and the proposal was therefore abandoned. The Nizam 
refused to make any satisfactoiy arrangement for their being regularly 
paid 5 and without that, they would not have been at all superior to 
any other party of horse in his service. 

“ ‘ The defects in this part of the establishment are too radical to be 
removed; but, although nothing can perhaps be done to make any 
substantial improvement in the condition of the cavalry, our influence 
may no doubt be usefully exerted in keeping their numbers as complete 
as possible, in getting them paid more regularly than they are at 
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find their own personal interest, either in joining in the extortions and 
peculations of the MootsudJies, or in practising extortions and pecula- 
tions of their own. But if an officer, on the part of our own Govern- 
ment, -were stationed in Berar, and invested with a general superintend- 
ence and conti'ol over these corps, he would be able not only to keep 
the Resident constantly and accurately informed of their real condition, 
but also to exorcise, upon tlie spot, that immediate personal authority 
which is indispensably necessary, first to raise them to a stale of effi- 
ciency, and afterwards to check the operation of the numerous causes 
which would otherwise tend to reduce them to decay. If this measure 
were adopted, the ostablisliment would soon become extremely 
respectable, and would conduce, in a very important degree, io 
preserve the internal tranquillity of the country, to support tlie autho- 
rity of the Nizam’s Govemment, and to confirm the security of our 
own interests. The maintenance of our establishment of regular 
troops, officered by persons of English birth or descent, is at once the 
most safe and the most ofTcctual method of improving the militat-y • 
force of our Native allies, and affords perhaps the best remedy tliat 
can be applied to the defects which are inherent in the system of 
subsidiary alliances.’ 

“ In consequence of the absence of the Governor-General from the 
Presidency, no determination was come to at the time on the above 
communication, and, Mr. Russell addressed a second letter to Govern- 
ment, dated 81st March 1813, of which the following is a copy of the 
first four paragraphs : — 

“ ‘ Soon after the mutiny which took place in his corps last November, 
Mr. Gordon expressed a wish to retire from the Nizam’s service, and 
Rajah Chundoo Lall transferred the men of his corps to Mr. Beckett, 
with orders to complete the battalion previously raised by him to the 
strength of 800 privates, and also to raise a second battalion of the 
same strength. Mr. Beckett has already made considerable progress 
towards the completion of this corps, to which the name of the 
“ Russell Brigade” has been given. The men are armed, clothed, and* 
equipped in every respect like our own Sepoys, and I trust they will 
be paid also with equal regulaiity. The first battalion is now paid out 
of my treasury on the 1st of every month by an order on the Peishcar, 
and I hope I shall be able to prevail on Rajah Ohundoo Lall to extend 
the same arrangement to the second battalion as soon as it is completed. 
By the enclosed Return of the detail which has been fixed for this new 
brigade, the Right Honourable the Governor- General will see that it 
will amount altogether to very near two thousand men, and that a 
train of artillery, consisting of one 24-pounder, four 6-pounders, and 
two 5^-incb howitzers, is to be attached to it. 

“ ‘ In consequence of the application contained in my despatch to* 
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tlio Chief Secretary of the 4thATigxist 1832, Captain Beckett’s original 
battalion has already been supplied with arms and accoutrements. I 
have now the honour to enclose a list of the articles which are required 
to complete the equipment of the new brigade in its full strength, 
and have been desired by the Minister to request that he may be 
permitted to purcliase them out of our stores at Secuiidcrabad, on 
indent under the signature of the Commandant and the counter- 
signature of the Eesident, to be, of course, paid for by the Nizam’s 
Government. 

“ ‘ Mr. Beckett, by whom the Eussell Brigade is iioav commanded, is 
a gentleman of birth and edncatioii. He lias been for several yeai’S in 
the militai'y profession, has seen a great deal of service, and is perfectly 
well acquainted with the languages, manners, and customs of India. I 
have the fullest confidence in his integrity and talents, and am satisfied 
that ho is in every respect qualified to do credit to the situation in 
which he is placed. All the other officers arc gentlemen of unques- 
tionable character, and as soon as the Native part of the .Establishment 
is completed, I shall recommend the Minister to make some addition to 
the number.’ 

‘‘The suggestions of the Eesident were approved of in a letter, 
dated 15th of May 1813, in the following terms : — 

* I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
31st March, reporting the progTess which has been made in forminga 
brigade of regular infantry in the service of the Nizam, under the 
command of Mr. Beckett, and communicating an application from 
Eajah Chundoo Lall for permission to purchase from the public stores 
the arms, accoutrements, and other articles required to complete the 
equipments of the brigade. 

** ‘ The Govcrnor-Goneral in Council having been pleased to comply 
with the Eajah’s application, the necessary communication will be 
made to the Honoui’able the Governor in Council of Fort St. George, 
who will be requested to communicate with you on the subject. 

“ ‘ Your report on tie state and progress of the new brigade, and of 
the respectable and efficient footing on which it is to be placed, is very 
satisfactory to the Governor-General in Council. His Lordship in 
Council entirely concurs with you in the expediency of gradually 
effecting a reduction in the Nizam’s Irregular Infantry, and of supply- 
ing their place with corps formed on the plan of the brigade com- 
manded by Mr. Beckett, and his Lordship in Council would approve 
of your availing yourself of any favourable opportunity which may 
present itself of pointing out the advantage of such a measure to the 
Minister.’ 

Captain Sydenham had been previously invested with the general 
superintendence of the Nizam’s troops in Berar, and he was assisted in 
the duty by a Brigade Major. 
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force T,vliicli the Nizam is bound by treaty to fmmibh. We must also 
bo prt ‘pared, if we withdraw our oilicers, to see the formation of corps 
under European or ’r]ast Indian adventurers, such ns formerly existed 
in the Nizam's service. 

‘ Nevorlholess, the 3'ostoration of independence to the Nizam’s 
Government appears tome to bo an object wort! ly of our attention; 
and worth some loss and some hazard, whenever it can bo effectually 
accomjdished.’ 

“ it is within the recollection of Government that the Seci'ct Oom- 
niittee, in a despatch dated IGth June ISoO, strongly disapproved an 
arrangement which had been entered into with the State of Nagpore, 
by which we relinquished ail control over the troops of that State, 
receiving in lieu a tribute or subsidy of eight lacs of rupees per 
annum. It is curious to find the Secret Committee of that day holding 
a line of argument wholly at variance with that of their predecessors, 
and finding fault with Government for doing that which the Govern- 
ment, considering the measure as an abstract question, had all along 
boon opposed to. Not that there was any incousisleucy on the part of 
Government; it pjirted with a positive good for what it conceived 
would bo a greater benefit. 

“ This will appear more clearly from the following passages cxfcraefcod 
from Sir Charles Metcalfe’s Minute, recorded on the receipt of the 
above dispatch. 

“ ‘ The real efibets of the modification of our eugagonients with the 
Nagporo State wore these: — i*oiinquished to the itajah the com- 
mand of a body of his own troops befoi’o commanded by British officers, 
and the goveniment of a portion of his territory w^hich had been 
reserved for the pay of those troops. We also abrogated several 
stipulations which gave us the right of interference in his internal 
administration, and that of introducing our troops into his fortresses, 
retaining nevortholoss the right of interference in extreme cases. We 
became entitled at the same time to a tribute of eight lacs per annum, 
applicable to our own expenses. Such are the changes actually pro- 
duced by that aritwigement, and as they do not necessarily involve any 
consequences beyond what are appai'ont, the good and evil of the scheme 
may be at once estimated. The good seems to me ‘to predominate, 
because wo gain an accession of income highly desirable to meet our 
own expenditure, and more, because we improve the condition of om’ 
ally, and release him from galling bondage. The loss of the command 
of the auxiliary force is not a loss of such extent as need be attended 
with any serious apprehension. One half of it is replaced by the 
tribute acquired ; and neither our security in India, nor our power to 
effect every proper object of an alliance with a Native State, will depend 
on the other half. 
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Xi/.a’ifs r.’ifai.-iiion. niti it is lila^ly to ccaso from another cause. It 
Lri\i‘S at .ni.luo [.owor to tlu‘ G»)vcrnmenfc over iis subjects, and may 
louil t'> -‘ijr tin' instruments of oppression. The aid of that 

foroi' i nu'bi to bo rofnsod wl'.cn we doubt the? justice of the cause for 
wiiiob. it rniy I>o iv(|ui]vd ; and if tlic demand were often made and 
often i\ joi*tod, sn(*b a sitvio of things could not last long. It would 
almost noi‘s'Ssariiy lead to a dissolution of the arrangement by 
wbi<*h we hold the practical command of a body of the Nizam’s 
troops. 

I ],a\r taken tlie insiauce of Hyderabad, because our interference 
Ihffo 1k;s grt'at and of long coniiimancc in various forms. But it 
is not jn-Hiifiod by freatN, and what remnius of it must, in justice yield 
io n p’‘ni)cr tlomand on tlu‘ part of the Nizam.’ 

“ From the coiTOspondonco out of which the above copious extracts 
have betat ttiade, two facts may bo held to bo established — first, that the 
dihcipiinitig tlie troops of the Native Powers by means of British officers 
was regarded as a positive accession of strength to ourselves; and 
secondly, as involving such an inidiie interfereuco with the affairs of 
our allies, that it was a proceeding nob altogether just to them. 

Hpi(‘.stion for pre.soui con-sideration scorns to bo whether, in the 
f!V('nt of the Nizam’s requiring the withdrawal of the European officers 
From fl'o ti'nops, we should be warranted in refusing compliance, and 
whether, under tlic instructions from the Home Authorities, we should at 
all cvems await thoii* instructions befoi'c doing so. 

Witii regard io the first question, I am decidedly of opinion that 
tlnu'c i> sio agreement, express or implied, between us and His Highness’s 
Oovernincut wliicli could warrant our Ivcoping European officers with 
His Uiglmcss’s troops against his wishes. 

regard io the second point, all I can find on record with 
express refcrmujc to the point, is an order from the Secret Committee, 
diued t]h} I8ih Juno 18 JO, iu these w'ords: — ‘ You will not, except in 
any ease emergency, alter fxyuj andhuj TtX'nlij with a Native Power 
witht>ut a previoiis coinmnnication with us,’ The entire despatch, 
howev<u*, so hostile to our relinquishment of any military advantages 
wo may have cAtainud, that it is doubtful how' far Government would 
be jastibed in withdrawing its officers at the requisition of the Nizam 
without a proviouB rofereuce to the Homo Authorities. 

** Bat wo have no treaty stipulating for the retention of European 
ohioors, ov otherwise authorising us to interfere with the Nizam’s troops. 
The treaty says he shall furnish a certain force in time of w'ar. Would 
it not he a very stmiued interpretation of the ti‘eaty to argue that we 
ai*o justified iu appointing our own officers to his troops as a pre- 
enmuonary measure to secure their efficiency in time of war ?” 
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“ Wlien T rctiii’iied liis visit, wliicli was in the evoniniv a few dn.ys 
afterwards, he gave mo a laagnificent enfccrtainniont in the grandosi 
and most Oriental style. I had paid niy respects to (he ^iznin on the 
same day that the Minister first called upon me, and immediately after 
his visit, so that he only just had time to go from my Innisc to the 
Palace to conduct me to His Highness’s presence. The Xizam ]’e<*oivei] 
me standing in front of his miisnud, and embraced mo in the nsmd 
Mohammedan fashion. He is a tall, fine-looking man, hut. with railu'r 
a heavy, nnintellectnal expression. He spoke to mo, from some motive 
of form and etiquette, only through the channel of the ]\rinister, wle^ 
sat on the ground immediately behind me. TTe said viuy litth', and his 
principal questions were to ask after your Lordship’s health aiul tliat 
of the Governor- General — ^liow long I had been on the road, and what 
sort of climate there was at Madras. Ho abstained as mned) as ])os- 
sible from looking me in the face, but was occupied in moving bis lips, 
fts if he were muttering something to himself, wliile he stared in a 
vacant manner upon the empty air before him in the open apartment 
where we were sitting. Tired of bis silence, and fancying tliat he, 
perhaps, expected me to say something, I addressed a few remai'ks to 
him on the honourable office to wliich T had been appointed at his 
Court, and expressed the usual diplomatic hope that T might be so 
happy as to maintain and strengthen the friendly relations subsisting 
between the two Governments. I thought that this would have sti- 
mulated him to some civility in return, but he replied only by the two 
words, ^ Insha TJllah ’, — Deo voleiite, Wlien wc came away T questioned 
the gentlemen who were with me wdiether there had not been some 
apparent want of politeness on the part of His Highness ; but they 
informed me that, on the contrary, he had spoken more than they had 
ever heard him do before, and that his manner bad been nim«ually 
gracious. 

“ The question respecting the rate of exchange at which the troops at 
Secunderabad shoul| be paid is rather a difficult one, and I have sent, 
your Lordship a memo, on this subject by the Military Secretary, 
Major Moore, rather than commit my own judgment on a matter which 
I have not yet studied sufficiently. 

The best and most effective measure, perhaps, is that which at once 
suggested itself to me, and which, indeed, T Iiave often thought of as 
being very desirable in Travancore also. This is to propose to the 
Native State to coin rupees not only of an nndeviating value, but of a 
value exactly equal to the Company's rupee. Tlie legend on the 
money might still bo that of the Nizam, so that the sovereign right of 
coinage would still be preserved to him. To insure a fixed and per- 
manent value, it would be requisite that there should be but one mint 
in the Nizam’s dominions, and that it should be supeiintended by a 
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European officer. At present money is coined at several places in tlie 
country. The next best, and indeed the only alternoxivc plan, so far 
as I can perceive, would be to fix the exchange of the Company’s rupee 
according to the intrinsic value of the average Hyderabad rupee, which 
Major Moore thinks would bo about 100 Madras rupees for 117 or 117} 
Hyderabad rupees. I enclose Major Moore’s written report on the 
subject. 

“I have adopted the same plan with regard to the information 
which you desire as to the number of troops which should bo kept in 
this country to ensure its tranquillity, and of the number -which might 
be spared for service beyond the frontier. I should myself have been 
disposed to be satisfied with a less number in this couutiy, hut I would 
by no means think of placing my opinion in opposition to Major Moore, 
who is a man of the soundest sense and discretion, and, from his long 
residence in the country, intimately acquainted with its peculiarities 
and with the disposition of the people. Although perfectly quiet now, 
he thinks there are many jaghiredars, Haiks, Bheel chiefs, and others, 
who remain so only hecauso they know we have a force at commaud 
by which they could at any time be coerced and punished, or reduced 
to obedience. A sketch map accompanies Major Moore’s memorandum, 
by which your Lordship will at once perceive the disposition of our 
military posts furnished by the Nizam’s Army throughout the country. 
The great number of detached posts on the North-West ai*e for the 
purpose of keeping in order the Bheels, who abound there; and I 
understand that whenever the experiment has been tried of withdraw- 
ing any of tliose small detachments, the Bheels have always descended 
from their fastnesses, and renewed their depredations. 

“ The Subsidiary Force should consist, according to the 3rd Article of 
the Treaty of ISOO, of 8000 firelocks, and 1000 horse, besides artillery, 
which it certainly does not do at present ; and by the l*2th Article of 
the same Treaty, if war breaks out between the contracting 'parties and 
any other Power whatever, the Subsidiary Force, with the reserve of 
two battalions to remain near H.H.’s person, may be immediately put 
into motion for the purpose of opposing the enemy. 

** The same Article specifies the number of troops of the Nizam’s 
own Army who, upon such an occasion, are to accompany and 
co-operate with the Subsidiary Force. 

If anytluTig particular occurs connected with the gi*eat arrange- 
ments in progress around us, or with the events that may arise out of 
them, and not so secret as to be incommunicable, it would give me 
peculiar pleasure to hear of them occasionally from your Lordship, if 
you could spare a moment’s leism’e for the purpose. I am rather sur- 
pnsed that the Governor-General does not direct one of his Secretaries 
to keep the Residents and Political Agents apprised, secretly and 

a 
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to mo to have an arduous duty before you, though I know not its exact 
nature, nor do I suppose you know it yourself. I had some desire 
formerly to go to Persia, though I never expressed it, because I thought, 
and think still, that I could have managed the Russians at Teheran at 
least as well as any of the Envo3’‘S wo sent there. I knc\v a groat 
number of these Scythians in England, including Prince Lieven, then 
only Count, and in training to succeed the then old Ambassadors 
Count WoronzofF. They all spoke French as well as the French them- 
selves, but English very imperfectly. This reminds me that I had a 
good deal of conversation a few months ago at Cochin with Captain 
Laplace, of the French frigate Artemisc, on the affairs of India and 
the views of the French Govoriimeut, or what lie thought ought to be 
their views, in roferonco to this country. Ho spoke to mo very 
unreservedly, and I saw that his real mission w^as that of a military 
and political observer and reporter. I should talk to you more about 
this if wo were sitting togctiier, but it would bo tiresome for both of 
us in a letter. 

“If you arc wdth the Governor-Goucral, pray give his Lordship my 
respectful compliments, and say that I shall have the honour of writing 
to him at the earliest opportunity . 

“ Wo are getting on very well here, and I have no fears of any soi't. 
There are alarmists, of course, as there are everywhere, but I sec no 
reason to attach importance to their rcpi^cseiitations. 

“ I requested another interview with the iN’izam a few days ago, and 
everybody here seems to think that very happy effects have resulted 
from the visit. His Highness, they say, never appeared more x^leased, 
nor ever spoke so much or so graciously. He probably expected to be 
censured, or to hear his country abused, as has, I imagine, been a good 
deal the custom heretofore. But instead of this I gave the administra- 
tion all the praise which I certainly thought it deserved, and abstained 
from saying anything that could offend the feelings of His Highness 
or of Chundoo Lall. Neither of them know what I vu\s going to talk 
about, and therefore their satisfaction and relief from previous appre- 
hension were the greater. After I Lad done speaking to His Highness, 
which I did at some length, he dropped his proud and distrustful 
expression of countenance, turned to me Avitli a smile, and addressed 
me direct for several minntes. He Las since given proofs tLat wLat 
tLei'o passed Lad produced a beneficial influence on Lis mind, and tLose 
here wLo know him better than I do, predict that with a few more 
sucL interviews our mutual relations will assume a decided cliange for 
tLe better. I am disposed, however, to think that it will be as well to 
abstain from pressing for more frequent intercourse just at present, 
until I Lave an opportunity of addressing Lord Auckland on certain 

g2 
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leading points, and ascertaining Ms Lordship’s sentiments roti-ardino- 
them. ' <= o 

• ‘ I am very sorry I am going to lose yon from your present situation 

at head-quarters. I doubt not that all is for the best, and I am sure 

that wherever you are you will be essentially serving the interests of 
your country.” 
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Colonel Stewart, with whose views on this head Greneral Fraser 
almost entirely coincided, proceeds to make a comparison l3etwmen 
the results of revenue administration in the Hyderabad provinces 
and ill our OAvn, not entirely favourable to our symmetrical 
system, and, with a view to recent famine experiences, not 
unworthy of serious consideration at present. 

“When I alluded to the extent of the comforts, or rather of the 
necessaries of life left to the Byot under the different modes of 
.administering the revenue as being nearly alike in all the different 
pai’ts of India, I did not take at all into account the degree of security 
wdiicli tiie Jiyot had either for his property or for his life. I did not 
require the reports of the officers under me to know that acts of violence 
and oppression were committed by the revenue officers in the Nizam’s 
territories. These acts have no connection with the assessment on the 
land, which is, I believe, geiierallj? moderate. They are the unauthor- 
ised acts of the Talookdars, and are nnchecked from the want of 
anything like the administration of justice throughout the country. 

“We are so much in the habit of pi'aising our own institutions, and 
vituperating those of the Natives, that I fear we do not always do 
justice to the latter. There are some things in our revenue administra- 
tion. that shock the feelings of Natives far more than the plundering of 
the Eyots even of their cattle and implements of husbandry. The sale 
of lands, for example, for arrears of I'evenue, is considei^ed by the 
Natives as shockingly oppressive. I remember having occasion to 
speak to an intelligent Native in Scindia’s camp regarding some glaring 
act of violence and oppression committed by some of Scindia’s revenue 
officers on the Eyots under them. Ht is true’, he said, Hliese things 
are very bad ; yet still, after the people have been plundered in this 
unmerciful way, the roots remain. But with you, when people fail to 
pay the revenue, you sell their lands — you dig them up by the roots.’ 

“ Bad as the Native mode of administering the revenue is, it is not 
unmixed with good, and by attending to its operation we may some- 
times obtain hints that may be useful to ourselves. I shall illustrate 
this by stating some occurrences which have lately come under my own 
observation here. ^ , 

'F'^:Huring the, scarcity ,, wMeb prevailed last year in this eountry^'and 
in /thO" .Company’s neighbouring districts,, it waS'thC' subject of remark; 
■'.byovery traveller coming here from Madras or' Masulipatam,/' that tbc' 
moment they entered the Nizam’s dominions all the worst appearances 
of famine in a great measure ceased. They no longer saw the villages 
filled with the dead and the dying, as they did in the Company’s 
country, although the price of grain continued to he as dear, and in 
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it can again yield its usual revenue, whereas by going to the expense of 
feeding the cultivators for a few months tlie district continues as 
productive as ever.” 

Colonel Stewart visited Calcutta in 1837, and had several per- 
sonal interviews with Lord Auckland on the subject of Hyderabad 
affeirs, tlic? result being that on his return to the Residency he was 
exliorted in a despatch to make the maintenance and payment of 
the Contingent an object of primary importance, and that the 
assignment of special districts for the pay of those troops should 
be sedulously sought for at any favourable opportunity”. Colonel 
Stewart is also told that he should use his best endeavours '' to 
establisli some feeling of confidence with the Mzam”, with whom, 
he is informed, it rests exclusively to appoint anyone to the place 
of He wan on the death of Chundoo Lall ; and on this point the 
Resident is desired not to he forward in indicating any opinion, 
but to give “your honest assistance and advice if it is asked”. 

Writing privately on the 7th of November 1839, in reply to 
Lord Auckland’s letter on the subject of the Court of Directors’ 
proposal for charging the Nizam and other Princes with what is 
technically called the “ pay proper” of the English officers attached ' 
to British Contingents, in addition to the handsome allowances 
which were their chief emolument General Eraser pointed out 
that there was a legal difficulty in the way, for if the “ pay proper”' 
ceased to be issued by the British Government to the English 
officers of the Nizam’s Army, they, being no longer in British pay„ 
would no longer be subject to the Articles of War ox Mutiny Act, 
which are applicable only to officers on full pay, while discipline 
could not possibly be enforced by any law of the Nizam’s Govern- 
ment, But he urged, moreover, that such an additional demand 
on the Native Government would he “very unpalatable, if not 
odious”, and that “ if it had been necessary or just, it should have 
'' .been so 'determined from the beginning”. 

“To impose it now, after the so many years, without any 
apparent oaiise to necessitate the change, would be to exhibit a saving 
disposition exercised at the expense of others, and to exact from the 
Native State what their snbjection to us alone would oblige them to 
concede. The expense of the Nizam’s Regular Army^ is already about 
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(3,800,000) thirty-eiglit lakhs of rupees per annum j an amount which 
the Circar finds it extremely difficult to pay, and which they pay, I 
believe, hut very reluctantly, especially distributed as the army now is, 
tending not so much as it might do to maintain the general peace 
of the country, and therefore not admitting of the disbandment of 
many of the irregular troops.” 

On the 17th of January 1840 he writes as follows to the 
Governor-General on the same subject: — 

“ I have already offered generally my opinion to your Lordship on 
the subject of the proposal of the Coui*t of Directors, that the 
Company’s officers in the service of 17ative Governments shall receive 
that portion of their allowances which is technically termed ‘ pay’ from 
the States under which they serve. It would be particularly unpalat- 
able here, because the Nizam’s Government already view with dislike 
the Native Army we have officered, and would most willingly get rid 
of the heavy expense which it involves. The Army is always four 
months in arrears ; and even in this way, they pay it with so much 
difficulty that any additional expense might be expected to become the 
subject of serious remonstrance, more especially when this expense has 
no reference either to the amelioration of the Army or the security of 
the Nizam’s country, hut is merely to be incurred as a measure of 
relief to the Company’s finances. The very Army itself exists but 
upon sufferance, and if any decided objections were made to it, however 
we might be able to insist upon its maintenance, we should find it diffi- 
cult to justify this act by a reference to treaties, or to any agreement 
which has ever been passed on the subject between His Highness the 
Nizam’s Government and our own, I think, therefore, it were advis- 
able to abstain from proposing a measure of which the justice would 
certainly not be perceptible to the Native State, and which might give 
rise to questions and propositions regarding the Army itself which it 
were, perhaps, as well to avoid,” 

In fact, in a letter to the Government of India in January 1834, 
the Resident, Colonel Stewart, had reported that the Nizam had 
expressed a wish that as the English officers employed in civil 
administration had, on his accession, been removed, so also the 
English officers might be removed from his Army, and his own 
-control restored. There were no rebels, the Nizam urged, and no 
forces to annoy his Government ; therefore the Contingent Force 
was unnecessary. The Minister subsequently informed the Resi- 
dent that he had persuaded the Nizam not to ask for this virtual 
.abolition of the Contingent. 
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characterised by hope, by good will, and by good faith towards 
the faithful ally whose fortunes lay so entirely within our hands, 
than those expressed by any of his predecessors at the Eesidency, 
except Lord Metcalfe, with whose policy, in fact, he entirely con- 
curred. To begin with, all his observations and inquiries continued 
to prove the accuracy of his original impression that the country 
was by no means in so very bad a condition, as was generally 
imagined throughout India.”^ It did not follow, apparently, that 
trade or agriculture should languish for want of judges and 
lawyers ; or that because the troops were in arrears, courtiers 
complaining of their unpaid stipends, and bankers refusing further 
advances to the Minister, the ryot should l)e in distress. As from 
time immemorial, in every part of India under Native rule, it was 
well understood that the ryot, the milch-cow of every class and 
interest, must not be pressed too hard, and would prosper and 
produce the more, the less he was harassed with rules and regula- 
tions. Neighbourly and communal authority, embodied in the 
village patriarchs and the puncliayut, gave him, without taking 
him far from home, aU the judicial protection he could appreciate, 
and gave less advantage to rich litigants than the costly process of 
regularly constituted Courts. 

And thus, although General Fraser from the very first con- 
sidered that '^nothing short of an actual assumption of the Govern- 
ment would ,be an adequate remedy for the evils that prevailed”,^ 
he never suggested anything but a temporary assumption — for 
from three to five years — and always contemplated bringing 
prominently forward in honourable office, and united in the 
counsels of the Resident and his English Assistants, men of rank 
and respectability belonging to the Hyderabad State who could be 
trained and installed in the reformed Administration. The consent 
of the Nizam, which he deemed indispensably essential, under the 
obligations of existing treaties, to any temporary transfer of 
power, would never, he was convinced, be obtained, if anything 
like the sequestration of Mysore were proposed to him. That 
General Fraser never formed any plan for permanently managing 
the Hyderabad territories, or any portion of them, or for substi- 
tuting a monstrous and highly salaried Commission of English 
officers — such as gradually grew up in Mysore, and subsequently 

^ Ante^ p. 42, ^ Ante^ p. 44. 
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in IVn’ar — for the Sovereign and the Native dignitaries, will he 
nin]>ly ^hown in the course of this work. The general bent of his 
mind on these points, about this time, is cons])icuous enough in 
the bnlowiiig letter to Major Stokes, his successor in the Mysore 
Ucsidenc}', in which he expresses once more his doubts as to the 
continued degradation of the Maharajah. 

“ Hyderabad Residency, 7th March 1839. 
dkau. Stoxes, — If I could have replied to your last letter many 
man nor tliat would bo useful to you, I should not have dolnyed doing 
it so l<uig. Tlio questions respecting the Rajah’s privilege of settling 
ail dispuies, and other matters of whatever nature, among the 
Rnjbiudoesd was agitated, or at least brought to our notice, when I was 
at IMysorci ; and to the best of my recollection, although I am by no 
means surt', the privilege was then conceded to him. I certainly do 
not remeinher any case arising to indicate that it was otherwise. 

“ With respect to the abstract right of the Rajah to exorcise this 
jinthority, it may be difficult, perhaps, to form a clear and unexception- 
al )le opinion. His right as to marriages, the adoption of children, and 
oilier caste usages, could hardly, I think, admit of a doubt. The 
divi.sion or disposal of property may he more questionable. Rut to 
express a definite sentiment on the subjet. w, I should know, what I do 
not know, the position in which the Rajah stands. Is lie, or is he not, 
over to have his country restored to him ? If we are merely, as I 
boliove ive profess to be doing, administering the country until we bnng 
it into good order, and secure ourselves from eventual future loss, but 
still regarding the Rajah as him who is to be the future ruler and 
sov(‘rcign of the country, I have no hesitation in saying that I think 
wc ought to concede to him the privilege you have alluded to in its 
utmost extent. Delicacy, and the respect due to his rank and station 
demand it; and it is rendered proper, I conceive, and almost indispens- 
able, by every consideration referring to the relative position in which 
ho and the Rajhindcos will hereafter stand towards each other. 
But if he is never to he reseated on the Musnud, and is to remain for 
life hnt a wretched and powerless dependent on our bounty, the 
necessity for which I now contend might perhaps not be so impera- 
tive* 

“But even in this event, under the circumstances of the case, I 
would concede to him the right in question, and I would not hesitate 
to recommend this measure to the Supreme Government. I should 
think it was by no means more than was due to this most unfortunate 
and (I cannot but think) hai’dly used Prince. But I trust that the event 

^ Connections of the Roy^ Family. 
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alluded to is hardly to he contemplated ; and in that case every motive 
for conceding this authority to him would necessarily press upon me 
with ten-fold force. Either as E/esident or Commissioner, tlicse, T ihink, 
would he my sentiments, and this my course of proceeding. Bat I 
know not what instructions Colonel Cuhhon may have, or what views 
may have heen imported wnth him with regard to the future destiny of 
the Mysore country. His proceedings may perhaps he plainly neces- 
sitated by the policy and future intentions of the Supreme Government, 
hut if so, that policy and those intentions should not, I think, he kept 
a secret from you. You have at the end of your letter addressed some 
specific queries to me, which I fear it would be impossible to answer in 
snch a manner as might not in many snpposable cases lead to error and 
mischief, unless I possessed the full information alluded to above in 
regard to the views of superior authority for the future government of 
Mysore. 

Much might he done if you and Colonel Cuhhon were on intimate 
and unreserved terms together. But not being so, you cannot, I 
imagine, know any more than I do what is in the mind of the Governor- 
General or of the Commissioner. Under these circumstances, I do not 
think I would hesitate, if I were in your place, to assume that we should, 
at no distant period, restore the Eajah to his powder, and recommend on 
this, as a sufficient ground (even if no other existed), that the Rajah 
should exercise all the control he ever did over the Rajhindees, consis- 
tent, of course, with the absence of cruelty or violence — a very improbable 
contingency, but which, in my opinion, should he abundant reason for 
the Resident’s immediate interference, equally whether the Rajah 
were on the Musnud and in the plenitude of his power, or in the low 
and degraded condition as at present ordained. 

“ This is a strange Court I have got into, and I know not what will 
happen to it, though I imagine that some very considerable change 
must take place one of these days. There is, I am afraid, a good deal ’ 
of bad feeling against us throughout India, and it is supposed that 
many emissaries are at work endeavouring to spread disaficction to our 
Government, Pray let me know the state of Wahabeeism in your part 
of the world. Is it spreading, or do you not hear it spoken of at all ? 
Religion has often been a cloak for political designs. 

Give my kind regards, if you please, to Mrs. Stokes. I continue to 
receive good accounts of my family. They are all still at Southamp- 
ton, excepting my eldest boy at an excellent school at Kensington.” 

Although, in accordance with his i)redecessor, Colonel Stewart 
he was aware that the Nizam viewed the Contingent — called his 
Army, but entirely under our control — with dislike”, that he paid 
it reluctantly”, and would most willingly get rid of the heavy 
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ir U'.'iu'Viil Frn-^ -r vrr.s imi of t^piuion that- 

I'l'U’onr!!'. it'O' ;:'i-' i • ‘Fi >i'ni coisr.iiiMU'o in tUi:^ < jUtU’tcV. Wluii- 
iii;':{il IrM* Fo-.-n Vir uvh/iu oF iho Coniinj^inil, wlialovor 
' in Too oo'-l of souio of its details, he found 
ih a” 0, i a-t', 1*0 ;i n and tioeoplod fooilne, and in a ]iiL2;li 

stato (tf di- 'iolino. It \va> n.'u uunvly the uiosl el'iooiive body oi 
ii’on|»,-> ill liio of luo Xi;^aii], ))ur- Llio <»n]y one ir|)ou which 

any roliaih i* ruidil bi^ pla.-cd in iin tanoroeiu'y. Its oxi.hcnctMvns 
aciiially a r.-thnn acrnOi].li-.j{oil in one dcpartincnl of Stato, 
and v<u o\a!iijd* of rliioicnoy to the (jihors. To (‘omincnec by 
rodnoin-j tm‘ r»intinL;o!0.. wliih* inaintainiiaa' in full force tlic 
tnrbnlon: A-ab-^ and Ibhilla-, t]u‘ liidf-disripliucd troops i^ahod 
tlio hiljo’d aiai a ho^'t of luort,* or irrccnlar levies, cxisliiT^ to 
a o\!t'Ut on j»a]H‘r only, and yet tM»siin;4 niore tlnui mnoty 

hikh.-^ of rnpre'. ( l!.SdUjn)i») pov anuniu,- would uol have been, in 
his judiunjicr, an eeouohiy bat a voHte. iiud that from linaiieial as 
well as from military e(»iisidio*a lions. 

tbmeia! Fra Star's ])] an, in outlimv was that the lU'iii^h (Sovevninimi 
should that of tlu» Xir.am with a loan — pvobahly not ojc- 

eeediu'd a million sterling — at six I'eveenl.. \N'dh wlriih all arrears 
due to i!ie Arabs ;uul oilao* troops eould be discaiare’etl, the neecs- 
sarv juvliminaty Uf their uimbauiliueui or retlueiii»n. The credit ot 
the Stalin woultl be resioival hy tins imaisure, and hy Ihe payment 
of UtlvaneiN at hoavy interest inadi* i\v the soucars, or native 
Jutnkers, Tiiis ivliof lo ila* Hytltuulnul linamas would hf‘. admi- 
nistered from tiie, hesidiUit’s own treasury, am I under his super- 
vision, Ihm its due. api^beaiion should i>e ensunul; and ilu^ 
Vepavuneiu eould be 5*oeu!’etb it nrU as true ess^^ailial iiudilent ot sx 
period of teu'pnrary juii! rorenni-e^ laanapMu-iit of all the. Ki;^am’s 
dominion^, at leasi by the as-mnuieni of di^lricls fur a certain 
tenu t^.*' tlie chur,;e td persons m me Kesiueuis cunlidencc and 
uniUtr liis ctmirid. 

General Fraser was fur hmuio lime imdined to tliink that the?»o 
rcHttiralive nmitsurcft be defeiTixl until iho demisted (Jhundoo 
Lull ; l>ut the inerirrlj^ilde ccuTuption mul prodigality of the aged 
rule very soon convineefl him that every year’s cleliiy in 
Olamdoa LalFs rotm^yai was hringiug the Govenmient 

“ About doiJale coiJt of ihe Contingent in 1839* 
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naurntxl (o liis ;uu] st'iit particular inquiries after tlie old man’s 

lu'altli. I have written io the IMiiiistcr’s son, Bala Pershad, io make 
inquiries, and if I receive a reply in linio for this evening’s tappal,^ I 
shall either enclose it in this letter, or send it to your Lordship’s 
Private Secretary. I should think the Minister’s death at this junc- 
ture an evvnt greatly to be deplored.” 

Ill a {»»st script ]n\gives the substance of a note received from 
Ihila IVrshad, ixxplainiiig that his father had suffered for some lime, 
from a elirt»ni(‘ disease of the kidneys, and that the ca.so coiihV‘not 
be considtnvd altogether exempt from danger”. The Minister was 
soon, however, restored to his usual health, and all went on as 
usual. 

Everytliing thus concurs to show that General Fraser entered on 
the course of policy which he pursued until his retirement, with 
no intoh’raiute for the system he found in force, and with no pre- 
judice against the persons in power. He desired neither to super- 
sede the men, nor to subvert the institutions of the country. In 
a despatch of the latter part of 1839, he expressed a decided 
opinion that ‘Hhe disorder and misrule supposed to prevail 
throughcnit the Xiicam's country will he found to have been some- 
what exaggerated, and that they do not exist to such an extent as 
tn render necessary any extreme measure of interference by the 
Pjritish Gt»verumeut” “The Nizamis Government”, the Eesident 
urged, is a sovereign and independent one, and I perceive nothing 
in the present state wdiich would justify any infraction of that 
iuflependiuict* whi<;h wouhl In* involved in an authoritative or 
vi^denl interference on our part.” 

Genera! Fraser, moreover, expressed his belief tliat the iuhabi- 
tunis of this country are as happy and contented as our own 
subjects arc in the {.lonipany's dcuninions. The administration is 
amunahms in many resi>ects, hut it may be doubted whether 
<mr rules and regulations would be advantageously applicable 
here, or whether tlmy would be generally desired by the inhabi- 
tants/’ 

The GeneraTs views on Hyderabad affairs, as well as on the 
general ixditJcs of India, are more fully expressed in the fol- 
lowing letter to Mr. d, R Colvin, Lo^ Auckland’s Private 
Secretary^ : — 


* Mail. 
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'* Y-.ni to be cont.oinplatin^ the possibility oL* a \v;U' with the 

Sikhs. This may be eery lu^cessary, and tliero may be good rensoiis 
fi)r it, but. tiiey iUTist 1)0 stronger than those to which your p7't'cis 
refers. 'riu‘ mere refustd of Die Sikli Government to allow onr troops 
to march ilsrough its U'rri lory, unless ai tended with oilier indications 
and prot^V of Imst iliiy, Wieald hardly, 1 imagine, give siillieiont grounds 
{or war If the int crnaiional rclaiions of Asia at all assimilate to those of 
Ivurope. If tlu' transit ttf onr troops through the territory wore the 
otdy or principal o]»ject in view, abstractly considered, ami irrespec- 
tively <‘f other circumstatiees, it would seem that this might be a fit 
sitbjeet for dijiiomacy and negotiation, rather than a legitimate cause 
for war. However, 1 Impe that the demonstration of the large fu’ce 
now to the ]Sh'rt iuvard will altogether provide against the chance of 
war « it her witli the Sikhs or ISTpaulese, and I'trcctually secure the 
pt‘acc of Afgiianistan until that newl}' establislu‘d empire i.s organised 
and lu'tter a})le 1 hail it app(‘ar.s to be at present to maintain its own 
trampiillity. 

“ Willi reltjrence to tlie late conci‘s.sions of Xepaiil to onr demands, 
ami the iliminislual probability of a rupture with that State, wo must 
still bear in mind the possible consequences of our war with Oliiiia, 
which 1 wish most lieart ily liad never been undertaken. say the 
in*st of it, it came most inopportunely. A hostile cordon was already 
complck’il around us, when tliis unfortunate aggression eoincs in to 
suppitri and coidirm ii. in the two dangerous points of Burmah and 
Nepaul, imlepeudently of its invohung on its own account an eventual 
drain of uuans front Imliu, both in men and moimy, which wo can 
ill nlford, ami the exteni or dtiration of which it is impossible to 
foresee. 

** To turn from great things to small, I am happy to say that the 
country Js quite ipiict, and that f anticipate no danger or dis- 
turbance in it, whali'ver. ft will be my object to keep it quiet, for this 
I think of considerable importance, and tlial in the present state of 
affairs the *Siiprerac Govcunimont wouhl Iiavo but little reason to thank 
the Resident who sliouid disturb the existing tranquillity of so impor-* 
taut ii portion of 1 ndia. 

** I rcconUiiended some time ago to the Supi^emo Government certain 
measures for ihc giudual and unobirusivo ameliomtion of tlie Nizam’s 
comnfry, such as the Cirenr could fully concur in, and which should 
in fact be the measures of the Kijsam’s Government itself. But the 
Supreme Govenmienfc did not i^ply to my suggestions on that subject, 
and I have just heard that the grounds no longer exist on which I had 
principally founded mj expectations of success. My views demanded 
not British agency, but that of natives, and of a native, especmlly in 
the Revenue Department, of pccuUai' and mre qualifications. These I 
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with a long and todious letter; and returning you again my best 
acknowledgments for your kindness, 

“ I remain, my dear Sir, 

J. R. Colvin, ‘‘ Yours very fait! dully, 

“ Private Secretary.” ‘‘ J. S. Fraser.” 

The following letter is from the Geiierars unfortunate friend, 
Sir William 'Macmigliten, then quite recently rewarded with a 
haronetcy and ilie reversion of the (Jovernorship of Tloiiihay for 
lh^^ hrilliaiil restoration of Shah Shooja, and still pursuing with 
<‘onrtdeuce the regeneration of Afghanistan. 

‘‘Camp, Jellalabad, February Cth, 1840, 
My m:AR Fraskk, — The enclosed will explain to you w’hy I take up 
my pen to address you at the present moment, and [ fear you will not 
thank me much when you find I am actuated so sellisli a motive in 
this attempt to renew our ancient feeling of friendship. 1 should have 
writicni to yoii oftencr, and at length, upon all the interesting opera- 
tions in which I Ijave been engaged for the last twelvemonth, could I 
iiave ever secured the necessary leisure ; but this has been denied me, 
and up to this hour it is as much as I can do, fagging from moim till 
night, to get through the current business of this situation. The 
progress of affairs in this (|[uarter is exceedingly satisfactory. We are 
relieved of all apprehension from Russia or Persia; and the Dost, as 
Dost Mohammed is invariably called here — on the Incus a nori lucendo 
principle, I presume' — is said to be in a bad way in Bokhara. 1 know 
you will have ii'joicod to see my elevation, and, therefore, I accept 
your congratuiatioTiH oifered “ in spirit ”, as the Persians say. But to 
the purpose ; this youth, William Carruthers,- is a godvSOii of my father, 
who feels n great interest and nn.xii'ty in his welfare. If you could 
befriend him, f r.eed haidly say you would confer a great obligation on 
me. 1 know notliing of his ebameter ui' my own personal knowledge, 
hut 1 have heard nothing but good of him. You, I imagine, arc to 
the full as anuch occupied as 1 am, but if you ever have a leisure half- 
hour, I should be really delighted to hear from you, and to know how 
you are getting on in the Deccan. We are living in critical and 
exciting times, when neither the Indus nor the IiTOwaddy presents 
jfi barrier to our arms. 

“ Believe me, my dear* Fraser, 

“ Most sincerely yours, 

“ W. H. MAC^'AOHTfcSr.” 

* Dosi^ in Pershin, means “ friend”. 

^ The bearer of the letter. 
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tliat tliey arc most dangerous tu tlie peace and trauquillii-y of tlie 
coinitry. There arc, j^crliaps, r>,000 Arabs in the Nizam’s territory 
alone, of whom probably o,U()0 are collected at Hyderabad. Tlie whole 
of this race arc banded together in strict union ; and T received the 
other day, a ri'pcrt that, had I moved down with tlic Bolarum force, 
t)0<> Arabs from the city had determined to instantly join and reinforce 
their insnrgent bi*othreii in arms. Orders arc no\v given to put to 
death any Arab w'lio shall attempt to leave the city for the purpose of 
proceeding to the scene of disturbance ; and eveiy measure of precaution 
that I can devise has been taken to seize any of the rebel force 
cndi‘avounng to escape, after expulsion from Badamce, into tlu^ 
Nizam’s country. 

“ The Wahabee s])irit, too, seems to be wshowiug itself here. Some 
of this sect, a few days ago, murdered two Mahdavi Pathans near 
Kulbnrga, which has produced a strong excitement in the city; but I 
do not interfere in the matter. The Nizam, 1 hear, has ordered a 
strict watch to he kept over his brother at Golcondah. 

** I remain, ray Lord, 

“Yours very faithfully, 

‘‘J. S. FUASEli.” 

Lord Elpliinstone promptly replied to this letter, and in his 
reply introduced to General Fraser a very interesting and then a 
somewhat mysterious person — whose name, in the person of his 
relative and successor, is now well known on the turf and in 
society — the Itussian Prince Soltykoff. 

“ Madras, June 22, 1841. 

“ My DEAR General, — Your kind letter has been most acceptable, for 
r had no other information of the disturbances beyond the Toombuddra, 
except the reports which reached the Collector of Bellary, and led him 
to detach parties of Cavalry for the protection of our frontier. I hope 
that this singular outbreak may now be considered at an end, and that 
I may congratulate you upon the fall of Badamce and the capture of 
its garmon. Walter Blliot,^ vrho is just returned from sea, knows the 
place, and describes it as a most formidable position, — once invested, 
however, there was no escape, according to him, for those who had 
trusted to its inaccessibility; they must have been caught, as in a 
trap. 

What was the motive of this attempt at insurrection ? Was it a 
remnant of the ostensibly Wahabee movement ? Or was it instigated 

^ Now Sir Walter Elliot, K.C.S.L, who rose to be a Member of Council 
at Madras. 
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right to destroy it, and to take precautions against its being 
reconstructed, but no more general proceedings were conteniplatod, 
•or could be sanctioned by the Governor-General/' 

“When’’, indeed, continued the despatch, “circumstances may 
call for our direct interference in the management of the country, 
it will then be perfectly warrantable and expedient to insist on 
the disuse of means of defence against an authority, the just use 
of which will be within our own control.” 

“You will be sensible from -the whole tenor of the policy of 
the Government in connection with the Hyderabad Itesidency, 
that it is not intended to force on any change of our position witli 
respect to the Nizam’s dominions, but only to watch the course of 
-events, and to provide for the exigencies which may occur, as the 
.actual state of facts and a just I'egard to all claims may render 
necessary.” 

Such was the general conception of a dignified and enlightened 
Imperial policy when Lord Auckland was Governor-General, and 
Mr. (afterwards Sir Herbert) Maddock Secretary to Government 
in the Eoreign and Political Department; and this was very little, 
if at all, modified during the whole period that General Praser 
•occupied the post of Eesident at Hyderabad. It really amounted, 
if properly analysed, to nothing more than this,— that the groat 
duty of the Eesident was to see that the Contingent was regularly 
paid, or was, at any rate, not more than four months in arrears ; 
.and that every precaution being taken, and every advantage seized, 
to secure the pay and permanence of the Contingent, all the 
diseased places in the Nizam’s territory, even those that were 
dangerous to the general health of the Empire, might be left to 
fester and to inflame, until some pretext was afforded for our 
“direct interference in the management of the country”. Then, 
and not till then, it would be “ warrantable and expedient” to use 
the “authority” that would be “within our own control” for the 
reform of abuses and the redress of grievances. 

From this doctrine, as will be abundantly made manifest in the 
course of this work. General Eraser continuously and consistently 
dissented, and throughout his unusually long tenure of the Hydera- 
bad Eesidency— under the rule of Lord Auckland, Lord Ellen- 
borough, Lord Hardinge, and the Marquis of Dalhousie — contended 
.against it on every possible opj)ortuiiity, and to the extreme verge 
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nt otlu-iiil dL‘k‘i\‘Uct.‘. His dijctrinc was very iiuliko that acce])ted 
ill (,’ali‘utia. Uc cnncidvod that it, was at once the duty and the 
inicrt'si ut! the Ihltisli (government, as tlie dc facto paramount or 
Ini]K‘riaI Power of India, to prevent the arrival of a disastrous 
cri>is in tiu' affairs of our faithful and useful ally, the Nizam, by 
llu‘ linudy ]»roin< tion of reforms, under our jnvdominant intluence, 
wiiliout assailin^^ line administrative independence guaranteed hy 
treaty, without destroying local customs and institutions, without 
ilisphicing the native dignitaries and otlicials of the Hyderabad 
State by an iinnidation of English gentlemen, or of Natives 
iraineil in our system. He did not consider it either just or 
}ioliti(* to wait and to watch for wliat were called “exigencies’’, 
hut to anticipate lliem and to guard against tliem. 

In Septemhtu* 1841 the Pcsident reminds the ({overninent that 
he hail already suggCvstcd certain measures “that might lead to the 
gi'ailual improvement of the country, which, however, elicited no 
reply’', and that he liad since “remained silent on the subject, 
because no more decided policy presented itself to his mind, which 
did not involve the removal of the Dewaii Chiindoo Lall from 
otlhu*/’ for whicli measure he had no “reason to suppose the 
British OoviU'nmcnt was prejmred”. 

Ill summing up, in June 1841, the results of Iiis inquiries into 
tlio causes and incidents of the Padamoe outlu’eak, and forwarding 
copies of all the correspondence witli Chundoo Lall, and all the 
reports received from him, General Fraser observes: — “These 
papers are for the most part of a very vague and unsatisfactory 
nature, and i*xhihit a proof of the extraordinary manner in which 
the. affairs of this (Juvonnnent are carried on, and of the ignorance 
ill whicli ilie Minister endeavours to keep the British Resident 
with Tes|Hn:t U) any transaction that may appear to be indicative 
of his own weakness, and discreditable to his personal adniijiis- 
tralion.” 

In December 1841 he writes verj" much to the same effect, 
commenting with perfect candour, and without any disguise, at 
once on tfio incapacity of Cliundoo Lall, and on the apparent 
indifference of our Oovemment, A great difticulty”, he says, “ is 
presented by a point in the Minister’s char^lcter to which I have 
fomioriy adverted, his insunnouiitable propensity to concealment, 
so as to keep me in ignorance of everything that may discredit his 
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Force, or any part of it, for purposes of milit<ary service vvitliin the 
Nizam’s dominions. 

“The power of seeing the Force under arms, of inspecting arsenals, 
and everything connected with the Subsidiary Force, and reporting 
thereupon to the Supreme Government, must belong to the Resident. 

“The Supreme Government will expect that the Resident and the 
Oflieer commanding the Subsidiary Force will on all occasions act cor- 
dially together for the promotion of the public service, without any un- 
necessary doubts or difficulties as to the precise limits of their respective 
authorities, which have now been pointed out so distinctly as to be 
readily recognised.” 

These instructions hold cfixially good, it must be explaiiiexl, 
whether the Resident be a soldier or a civilian ; always, in either 
case, with the reservation to the Commandant of the Force, of 
authority in matters of detail and discipline, and in the actual 
conduct of military operations. But even this reservation was 
removed when mutiny was impending in 1842 ; and in considera- 
tion of General Fraser's rank in the army, and his high repute fur 
cool judgment and the capacity of command, complete military 
authority over the Subsidiary Force was placed in his hands. He 
was invested by the Government of Madras, under secret orders 
dated 27th of January 1842, with unlimited discretionary power 
to act, in the event of necessity arising for prompt decision, in 
whatever manner he may consider most expedient, in the case of 
the wlujlo of the troops composing the Hydera).>ad Subsidiary 
Force refusing to receive ])ay without babta.” The General was 
even authorised to take the extreme course of conceding the 
demands of the Sepoys, of uidering batta to be issued, and of pro- 
mising its continuance, if no other mode of preventing a serious 
conflict should present itself. He was, in fact, given carte Uanchc, 
and these unlimited powers were subsequently confirmed by the 
Supreme Government, Lord Auckland being still Governor-General. 

The feelings with which General Fraser entered upon the task, 
which might possibly compel him to lead European soldiers against 
their Indian comrades, may be gathered from the following extracts 
of a letter to Lord Elphinstone, dated the 26th of January 1842. 
He was of opinion “ that no measure should be taken to commit 
the Government finally either one way or the other, but that the 
i^uestion should be left as far as possible open to ulterior con- 
sideration axKl decision. This can be done without showing sym- 
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liere, and tliat no overt act of mutiny took place, a strong spirit of dis- 
content would be left in tbe minds of the men ; and it is impossible to 
say bow far this might spread to other portions of the Madras Army. 
We cannot afford to try so rash an experiment. We are risking a pearl 
to gain a grain of wheat. To save a few paltry thousands of rupees per 
annum, we are perilling the allegiance of the Army, and perhaps the 
safety of the country. Besides all this, if the Secunderabad troops 
positively refuse their pay, I am by no means sure that we should have 
it in our power to coerce them. Some days ago I thought wc might 
reckon on about a thousand men of the Madras European Regiment, 
but I find that, excluding recruits, sick in hospital, etc., there are not 
more than five hundred bayonets actually available. These, with the 
Company of European Foot Ai‘tillery, are all that wc should have to 
depend upon, while on the other side wo might have the force under-^ 
mentioned against us : — 

“ Troop of Horse Artillery with six guns, 

Company of Golundauz with six guns, 

One Regiment of Light Cavalry, and 
“ Three complete Regiments of Native Infantry. 

“ I beg to repeat that, under the whole of these circumstances, it 
seems to be a rash and unwise measure to discontinue the batta, and 
that this projected order should be abandoned. General Riddell fully 
concurs with me in this opinion.” 

On the same date he wrote the following letter to Major Lancelot 
Wilkinson, Resident at Nagpore. 


“ Hyderabad, 28th January 1842. 

“ My bear Sir,— I beg to return you my best thanks for your three 
kind notes of the 22nd and 23rd instant, and to return herewith the 
papers of intelligence to which they gave cover. I hope you will not 
be displeased at my having sent copies of them, confidentially, for the 
information of Lord Elphinstone, as I was already in private corre- 
spondence with him, and know that he feels much anxiety on the sub- 
ject of Cabul. I shall say nothing at present of the miserable news 
from Afghanistan. The late atrocious proceedings there require acts, 
not words. In poor Sir William Macnaghten I have lost one of my 
oldest friends, as I believe tbe Government has one of its ablest and 
most enlightened servants. 

We are threatened here in a few days with a very disagreeable 
crisis in consequence of the projected measure of discontinuing the 
Sepoys’' batta ; and it is possible, I think, that this may give rise to a 
mutiny, which we have hardly suflacient force to put down^ 6n our 
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against his honour and character, yet knowing his wretched state of 
health, — he was about to return to England in consequence of a Medical 
Committee having, as he wrote to me, ‘ cast’ him as unfit for further 
service in this part of the globe, — I feel anything but easy about him. 
Who can, indeed, feel easy about any of the poor fellows who have to 
face the hostility of an armed population, and the difficulties of mountain 
passes almost blocked up with snow, without carriage or tents, or 
adequate supplies of any kind, perhaps not even of ammunition ? 

“ Great as have been the reverses, and sad the tragedy, the former may 
be retrieved by energetic measures. How can any other feeling but 
that of hatred ever exist between the Afghans and us ? If we treat 
them leniently they will despise us, and attribute our clemency to fear. 
The alternative is to pay them off their present reckoning, and thus to 
run up another score to be settled, perchance, when the Russian plans 
of invasion or menace are matured ! To steer a middle course will be 
almost impossible. And yet it must be attempted ; and this will be the 
great difficulty of Lord Ellenborough’s Government. 

“Believe me, my dear General Fraser, 

“ Most truly yours, 

“ ELrHI2;ST0NE. 

“ P.S. — It is only the corps that are relieved this year that are to lose 
the batta. Ifone of those at Hagpore or Jaulna are in this predicament.” 

Here is another letter from the Governor of Madras, written 
before he could have received by post the intelligence of General 
Fraser’s comxDlete success in warding off the danger of mutiny, 
and when his mind, as will be seen, was more occupied with the 
terrible news of Akhbar Khan’s treachery and of the destruction 
of our little army after the evacuation of CabuL 

“Madras, Feb. 11th, 1842. 

“ My JDEAII Gexekal FiiASER, — I should have written to you before 
to congratulate you on the success which attended the first day’s 
payment of troops at Hydcx'abad, imd which you communicated to me 
by express, if that intelligence had not reached us on the same day 
which brought those sad tidings from Cabul, which have since been 
confirmed by the Calcutta Gazette* These ought not certainly to have 
taken me by surprise, nor can I say exactly that they did; yet though 
in some degree prepared for the worst, I had always hoped that that 
worst might be avoided. Even now it appears strange that the 
Brigade should have halted so long at Pashawur— but it is useless to 
speculate now upon what might Imve been. 

“ I have seen a letter jBrom Pottinger to Captain Maogregor, dated 
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“Captain Grant has earned the best acknowledgments of the 
Govornmentj and T am glad to find that he possesses much infiiicnce 
among the men. I should bo vory happy if T could do something to 
mark the sense which T entertain of the conduct of the two regimental 
o(lie(TSj Captain Scotland and Lientenaiit Brown, who persuaded their 
Companies to set a good example to the otliers. I would beg yon to 
tell mo anything that 3’on can about these officers. Lord Auckland has 
desired mo to name two Artillery officers to him for yonr army. They 
arc to be Junior to Lieutenant Lloyd ; and as the senior I am going to 
wend in the name of my aide-de-camp, William Orr. He will be able 
to join immediately, and I hope that, whoever the other may be, you 
will give him tlie benefit of bis standing and the choice of appoint- 
ments. There are some very excellent officers in the Artillery, Junior 
to him, whom I should be most happy to serve in any way in my 
power; but it is only fair to him that he should not be depiaved of the 
benefit of his seniority by bis position on my staff, as be is ready to> 
start at a moment’s notice. 

“ Believe me, my dear General Fraser, 

“ Yours most truly, 

“ELPniXSTONK.” 

On the lOtli of Februax'y, when pay had been issued to the 
whole Force, and for the time, at least, the danger of actual mutiny 
breaking out appeared to have been overcome, the Besideut sent 
the following letter to the Governor of Madras. 

“Hyderabad, 13th February 1842. 

“ Loro, — I have the pleasure to send you Lord Auckland’s letter, 
which T received by express on the Otb instant, in the midst of the 
scenes flion going on at Secunderabad, and when I was much too far 
committed to a cci’tain course of procedure to admit of the slightest 
pau.se or rofractation. I send also, copies of the private Icttei's I 
have written to Lord Auckland. We arc well out of the scrape in 
which this batta question had involved us ; and it will be a lesson to 
the Court of Directors not to be making any further reductions in the 
pay of their Kative Army. I do not now anticipate the slightest 
renewal of any commotion here, and some of the Native officers of the- 
7th and 10th N. I., who have been with me to-day» have expressed to 
me their full assurance that the men of their respective Kegiments 
•will take their pay without the slightest murmur when tendered to* 
them at the beginning of next month. The whole of the Native 
troops hero are, in fact, quite subdued ; and even if they were not so, 
wo have abundant force to do what we please with them, now that we 
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opinion — if, indeed, he may not already have been led to do so by some* 
extracts from your piivate letters to myself, which I took the liberty 
of inserting in a Minute which I recorded about a fortnight ago. 
Meanwhile, the delay is much to be regretted ; and unless it is resolved 
to take some steps luitlioiit inquiry — which I really should almost 
regret, as it is tantamount to an acknowledgment of the injustice of 
of the measure which gave rise to the late disturbances, and of our 
consciousness of the hardships which it entailed upon the men, — I fear 
that there will be risk of great discontent, and perhaps farther muti- 
nous conduct. 

feel, too, that it is due to you that an inquiry should take place. 
When you told the Sepoys that you would recommend such an inquiry, 
you had it in your power to restore the batta, if you judged it necessary : 
and surely, having exercised those extensive powers which were com- 
mitted to you with so much moderation and discretion, your recom- 
mendations ought to carry with them the greatest weight. But I hope 
that they will yet be attended to. 

“ I consider the question, of course, as entirely taken out of the 
hands of the Madras Government. After the official despatch of the 
16th instant, it seems to me that we can only wait until we see what 
effect may have been produced by our despatch in answer to their 
previous one (which I have not by me to refer to, but I believe it was 
dated the 3rd instant), which must have been sent to Bengal a few days 
after their orders of the 16th were despatched. 

Believe me, my deal* General, most truly yours, 

Elphinstone.” 

In another letter on the same subject, dated the 10th March, 
Lord Elphinstone says : — 

^‘The Supreme Government do not wish that a formal inquiry 
should be made just now, and suggest that a private and preliminary 
one should be instituted. I think that they cannot be aware how many 
such inquiries have been made. Sir Peregrine Maitland and Mr. 
Sullivan, if I recollect aright, each gave the data collected by such a 
private inquiry, and the result was that the Sepoy had barely enough 
to subsist upon at Hyderabad without batta : since that, he gets 10 per 
cent, more upon the exchange, however. 

“ It was considered that it would be of no avail to recommend the 
appointment of a Line Adjutant at Secunderabad for sanction, but for 
the present Captain Scotland’s appointment has been confirmed. The 
Supreme Government properly notice the little acquaintance which the 
European officers appear to have had of the feelings of the Sepoys, and 
observe that they cannot have much knowledge of their men until they 
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The otl wr /(/o-siz/uk is the “copy of a letter from General 
Elphinstone to Lord Elpliinstone”, the contents of which explain 
the reversed slope and tremulous character of the handwriting. 

“ Cabul, 2Gth July 1841. 

“]\lv DEXLi Elphixsioxe, — I have been prevented writing to you 
since I came here by almost incessant severe illness. I arrived on the 
80tli April, and on that day had an attack of fever, followed by 
rheumatic gout, which laid me up till the 24th May, when I got about 
for fourteen days 5 but on the Gth June I was again ill with fever, 
followed, as before, with gout and rheumatism, by which I have been 
confined, frequently to bed, ever since, and with little prospect of 
recovery. I am worse to-day than a month ago. My right wrist is so 
painful I cannot move it, and am obliged to wiute with the left hand. 
My medical attendants tell me I cannot recover in this country, and 
that I ought to leave it, as it is most unfavourable to rheumatism (from 
which many have suficred since they came here), and therefore to gout 
too. They also say that the repeated severe attacks I have had in my 
hands, knees, and ankles, frequently all at the same time — and I have 
it now in the wrist, knee, and ankle — will leave my joints weaker every 
time. If this opinion is borne out by the Medical Committee which 
assembles next month, I shall apply to Lord Auckland to be relieved. 
I shall deeply feel being obliged to give up a command I should have 
liked, had I been possessed of health to perform its duties. It is one 
of interest and excitement, requiring great activity, mental and bodily ; 
but my stay would be useless to the public service and distressing to 
myself. 1 must try to get to Bombay, and thence home. I hope I 
may be able to do so. I will dwell no longer on my wretched prospects, 
but come to the object of my writing to you to-day, which I other- 
wise should not have done. I, to-day, heard from Havelock of his 
appointment to the 14th, and if you have not named his successor as 
your Militai'y Secretaiy, I beg in the strongest manner to recommend 
my A. D. 0., Major Thain, He is the best man of business I ever 
met with; thoroughly conversant with everything connected with 
troops, having been constantly on service ever since 1813, when my 
acquaintance with him commenced. In all matters connected with the 
affairs and military arrangements of this country, his judgment and 
opinions I have found most sound ; and he has greatly assisted me in 
the vaiious and voluminous correspondence I have had since I came 
here, and which, without him, I hardly know how I could have got 
through. Believe me when I say this is no attempt to palm off my 
A. D, C. on you, but a wish to serve a most honourable and dese 3 wing 
man, whose merits I am sure you would soon appreciate. 

** I was happy to hear you had appointed Boyson to an acting office, 
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and might give rise to fear and conjectures as to the future, for which 
I really believe there is no ground. 

“ Believe me, mj dear Cubbon, sincerely yours, 

“J. S. Fkasek.*' 

Lord Elpliiiistone and General Fraser continued to be of one 
opinion, as the next letter will show, regarding the method that 
should have been adf.)pted for finally setting at rest tlie several 
(piestions raised hy the disturbances in the Subsidiary Force. 

‘‘Madras, 11th April 1842. 

“ My DEAR Gexejlul Fraser, — Late last night I received the Supreme 
Government's reply to our reference on the subject of the disposal of 
the prisoners at Bellary. The views of the Supreme Government have 
undergone hut little alteration, as you will perceive by the offcial 
papers which accompany this letter, and which I send by express, as 1 
am anxious, after the delay which has been unavoidably incurred, that 
the decision should be known as soon as possible. I am glad that the 
4th Light Cavalry are not to be disbanded, but I am not quite satisfied 
that the amnesty granted to the 82nd and 48th Regiments is altogether 
prudent. I trust that there will be no difficulty in carrying into eftect 
the views of the Supreme Government as to their location, and their 
replacement at Hyderabad by the troops of the Nizam. 

“No notice is taken of our recommendation that a Committee should 
bo appointed, but from a few words in a private letter I received by 
the same opportunity from Lord EUenborough, I perceive that he 
intends to refer the whole subject to the Duke of Wellington. His 
decision, I doubt not, will be satisfactory, as he knows the wants of the 
Madras ^?epoy, and the dearness of rice in the Deccan. Many allusions 
to the subject are to be found in his admirable Despatches. If the 
reference did not involve a delay of five or six months, probably it 
would be the most expedient course ; but delays ai*e dangerous, and 1 
wish that Lord EUenborough had been content with less weighty but 
more immediate authority. I will send you, if I can get a copy in time, 
the answer which we sent to the despatch upon the receipt of which 
the Committee was countermanded. 

“ Believe me, my dear General Fraser, most truly yours, 

“ ElI>HINSTOxVE.’' 

From Lord Elleuborouglfs Itulian Aduimidration, edited by 
Lord Colchester, we learn that the Governor-General wrote in 
these terms to the Duke of W'eUington on the 21st March 1842 : — 

“My great difficulty has been in dealing with the question of 
allowances io the Madras troops. The Government there was in a 
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state of great appreliension, — all the militaiy men T saw wore. At 
Hydei’abad, tliougli the Resident put down tlio mutiny, he ami all his 
officers took the part of the men — that is, in feeling, and in the expres- 
sion of that feeling. 

“ All is at pi’esent quiet. All the Regiments have taken their pay 
without hatta, hut they have done this in the expectation that the batta 
wonld he restored, and this expectation was encouraged and engendered 
hy the Resident, and especially hj the appointment of a Committee t^f 
officers to inquire how far the complaints of these men were wi‘ll 
founded. 

“Upon this point I send you a letter that I addressed on the ITtli 
instant to the Resident, General Fraser. 

“ It was imprudent to begin changes in the allowances of the Sepoys. 
I believe the making of this change was for several years postponed by 
Lord Auckland under the impression of its impolicy; but this is a 
question to be decided at home now, as it was before. To me it was 
qnite new. I bad never heard of it. Indeed, at Hyderabad, it came 
lately for the first time into operation.”^ 

The Committee of Inquiiy, countermanded by the Supreme 
Government before it could be assembled, was not appointed by 
the Resident, but by the Government of Madras. The Duke of 
Wellington's views on the whole subject are very sufficiently indi- 
cated in the following extracts from a memorandum dated 23th 
May 1842. After showing that he has a f\dl recollection and 
knowledge of the origin and merits of the Maebas Sepoys’ claim to 
batta, and of that claim being equally strong in quarters at 
Hyderabad as on the march there, and referring to the uncertainty 
with which this allowance had been given and withheld, the Duke 
says : — is not astonishing that a regulation so capricious in its 
operation and effect should excite dissatisfaction and even resist- 
ance, and that authority should more than ten times have found 
itself under the necessity of maJking concessions and of altering 
this regulation. There is nothing which soldiers, particularly the 
Iviatives of India, bear so unwillingly as injustice, or those hasty 
and changeable decisions regarding their pay which have the 
appearance thereof.” 

Wlaen we reflect upon the extraordinary fact that the stoppage 
of batta, was considered by the Government of India, under Lord 

^'LordEneuborough^a Indkm Admiinktration, edited by Lord Colchester 
(Bentley, 1874), p. 178. 
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W now to have entirely ceased.^ It at once illustrates the. 
great sliare that was taken by the Contingent for many years in 
maintaining peace and in the gradual establishnient of good order, 
and proves the sound jndgineut of General Fraser in urging, almost 
from the lime of his arrival, the dispersion and dei^ortation of all 
wandcn'ing parties of Arabs and PLohillas. 

In June 1842 there was a dispute between the Hyderabad 
(lovernmeut and one of its great landlords, the Ilajah of Slurcliair, 
regarding some alleged arrears of revenue. The Minister threatened 
coercive measures ; and, taking advantage of the alarm and excite- 
ment thus caused in the neighlxmrhood, Siddee Yakoob, the chief 
of a small hand of Arabs, just then out of emi)loy, took possession 
of the fort of Murcliair, plundered several villages, committing 
several atrocities in order to procure money and supplies, and set 
up a local reign of terror. Then, and subscc^uently, he represented 
himself as acting in the Pajah's interests and under his orders; but 
the zemindaFs connivance, though much suspected in the early 
stage of the outbreak, was not proved. After the usual application 
from the Minister to the Eesident, a detachment of the Nizam’s 
Contingent from Muktnl, the nearest station, was ordered to the 
disturbed district, with orders to take the fort and capture the 
insurgents. Unfortunately, in the first attack on Murchair, the 
troops met with a clieck. An escalade was attempted, but a well- 
directed fire from the Arabs caused the storming party to commence 
firing in return instead of mounting the ladders : a cry was raised 
that the ladders were too short., and, in spite of all the efforts of 
their European and Native officers, who are said by all accounts to 
have behaved most gallantly, the Sepoys retired in disorder. 
Another attack on one of the gates of the fort, meant merely to 
draw off the attention of tlic garrison, succeeded. The gate was 
forced open and one of the bastions occupied ; but, on the failure of 
the principal assault, this position had to be abandoned, and the 
failure appeared complete. Only three of the Arabs were killed, 
and about twenty of the Nizam's troops. The insurgents, however, 
were not elated with their success, and Siddee Yakoob immediately 
sent several messages proposing to capitulate on favourable terms, 

^ It is observed in the Annual Report of the Resident for 1869-70 that 
*Hbe Hyderabad Contingent had not fired a shot, except in its parade- 
grounds, since the Mutinies.’^ 
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“ Allahabad, July lOtli, 1842. 

General, — I have the honour to acknowledge tlie receipt of your 
letter of the 29tli ultimo, and I am much obliged to you for the perusal 
of the enclosures, which T return. I remain of the opinion I liavo 
already expressed, that it would be unadvisable to have a public inquiry 
into the conduct of the troops at Murchair. If such inquiry involved 
the conduct of tlie oflBcers towards their men, it would be still more 
objectionable. 

I believe no ITative Regiment ever misconducted itself which had 
confidence in and was attaclied to its officers, and that few ever behave 
well where that confidence and attachment do not exist. I know 
nothing more important than the selection of officers to serve with the 
Nizam’s Regiments. I regret exceedingly whenever they arc called 
away to serve with their own Regiments, as I know the inconvenience 
and mischief of any change where there are so few. I must endeavour 
to find a remedy for this, and for other evils in our present system. 

“ While I deem it to be a matter of conscience to appoint only such 
officers as are likely to be really useful in the Nizam’s Force, I deem it 
to be incumbent upon me, likewise, to take measures for relieving that 
Force from the presence of any officer, however brave he may bo hi the 
field, who does not by his general conduct towards his soldiers con- 
ciliate their confidence. I shall be obliged to you if you will furnish 
me from time to time with a confidential report with respect to the 
officers of the Nizam’s Army. 

“ In the present instance, I think you would be quite right in writing 
very seriously to the officers who were present at Murchair, and in 
informing them that you should transmit a copy of your letter to mo. 

“ Au officer by risking his life upon a glacis affords no compensation 
to his country for the risk he may have brought upon its interests by 
neglecting to win the confidence of his soldiers, and so occasioning a 
reverse. 

“We cannot bear many reverses, 

“ I liave the honour to remain, General, 

“ Yery faithfully yours, 

“ Ellenborough.” 

On the 23rd August 1842 the Resident writes to his friend 
Major Edward Armstrong^ : — 

“ I wish I could anticipate the plea.sure of seeing you again at 
Hyderabad, and still more, that we could by any means have the benefit 
of your valuable services in the regulation of this embarrassed Govern- 
ment. But I do not leani that any scheme is in preparation which 


^ p, .56. 
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montlis, from wliicli I conclude — and it is the only means I haye of 
fomiing this opinion — that he is meditating a witlidrawal from Afghan- 
istan. In this he may be right. I do not pretend to jndgOj nor lifive 
I the means of forming a decided opinion on the sxibject. But so far 
as I can see, and so far as my own personal inclinations bring me, I 
would rather have seen the views that Lord Anchland apparently 
entertained carried out, and the Afghans taught to feel and to acknow- 
ledge the superiority of oxir power, if not permanently as a con(:|;uered 
nation, at least until we should have found it convenient to bid them 
farewell and to leave them to themselves. 

“ General Elphinstorie’s letters wdiich you were so kind as to send 
me fully establish the inferences you draw from them, and I have no 
doubt that his memory will be fully vindicated from the calumnious 
aspersions which have been cast upon it by the slanderous writers in 
the B-7iglishnm%, I have taken the liberty of sending tlie copies of 
General Elpliiiistone’s letters to Captain Orr at Hingolee, with per- 
mission to show them to the excellent officer wlio commands that 
division, Brigadier Onslow, and I hope you will not think that I have 
transgressed the bounds of discretion in doing this. You have not 
mentioned to me whether you wish these copies to be returned, but I 
shall be prepared to do so on their coming back from Captain Orr. You 
have never sent the letter to which you allude, written by Major 
Pottinger to General Elphinstone, but I should very much like to see 
it, if you can favour me with a perusal of it. 

“ I have not heard u syllable further from the Supreme Government 
respecting our Secunderabad disturbances in February last. In the 
meantime the troops here are quite quiet, and seem to be quite 
benumbed, if I may use the expression, by the ' treatment they met 
with, I wish, notwithstanding this apparent success, that some inquiry 
may be made ^ into their complaints, both on tlieir merits, and in re- 
demption of the implied woi*d I gave them. If another mutiny were 
^to occur, and J went on parade, I should expect to be shot forthwith ; 
at least, this, I conceive, would be the natural impulse of the men, who 
must necessarily believe thatl lied and deceived them most shamefully 
on the former 'occasion/’ 

111 a letter dated the 25th of June 1842', General Fraser again 
explained' to the Governor-General the impossibility of obtaining 
from Gliundoo Lall . anything ' but a fictitious account of 'tlie debts 
und' liabilities of the Hizam’s Government. He retiimed also to 
'the subject of the virtual prohibition^ of alF intercourse between 
the Kesident, axid/tbe Hyderabad notables. ,,'^The city, of Ilydem- 
bad/ lie said, but a large' prison, where all persons above the 
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“ Camp, three marclies N. of Delhi, Pebruary 2nd, 1813. 

“ GfiNtiiiAL, — 1 thank yon for the perusal of Captain Taylor^s letters, 
and of those of Major-General Cubbon and Vencata Rao, all of which 
I return. 

‘‘ If Vencata Eao would go for six months to Hyderabad in the 
manner proposed, and reside there privately, having no apparent 
intercourse with the Residency, other than such as mast necessarily 
result from his holding an office under the Government of Mysore, he 
might manage to acquire a great deal of information as to things and 
persons which an European would hardly be able to obtain ; and his 
being put forward hereafter as Dewan may be for future consideration. 
It must be kept perfectly secret that there exists any idea of ever 
putting him forward as Dewan. The public letter addressed to you a 
few days ago will have put you in possession of my general views. I 
must (idherc to the plan of doing one thing at a time, and I must wait 
till all is ready for action Ijefore I act. 

“ I shall be in the neighbourhood of the Nizam’s dominions myself 
III January next, as I am going as far as Jiibbulpore. 

“ 1 have the honour to remain, General, 

‘‘ Your very faithful friend and servant, 

Ellenborough.” 

There was here a slight misaiipreheiision on the part of Lord 
Klleul)orongh. General Eraser did not propose that Vencata Eao 
should be Dewan, but only that lie should be financial adviser to 
the Dewan, at the most a sort of Chaiieellor of the Exchequer, 
in the following letter the Governor-General tells of the very 
inadetiuale substitute for the lost batta that was bestowed, without 
any further iinpiiry, upon the Madras Sepoys. 

“ Camp, Purtallao, February 23rd, 1843. 

General, — I issued a G.G.O. to-day granting compensation to the 
troo})s at Jaulnah, Secundei^abad, and Kamptee, when the price of rice 
i.s above 30 seers the rupee, at the rate of two seers a day to each man. 
Here compensation is given when the price of attah^ is above 15 seers 
the z^upee, and one seer of attah is considered equal to two seers of 
rice. 

I am glad to find by your letter that you think you have made 
some way with the Nizam in your interviews with him. It is a great 
object to obtain that degree of influence which may enable you to lead 
his mind gently and to make him seek your aid ; but great tact must 

* Wheat flour. 
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iuid now to propose was an arrau^einent of a similar nature. As I 
did uofc exactly ujidorstand what the Minister had said, I observed that 
us there was now no 2 )eisJiciish to redeem, I did not see how a similar 
ax'rangement could be cflbcted. * That is true’, rei^lied he, ‘ but wc can 
cede districts, and my wish is that the British Government should 
advance me 75 lakhs of rupees, for which lauds yielding 450, OOo 
rupees per annum would be coded in perpetuity, the choice of tlie 
cession, either in the Raichore, Beer, or Berar country, being left to 
your selection.’ I asked him if he had consulted with H.H. the 
Nizam on this subject, as it appeax'ed to me improbable that H.H. 
would have recourse to the exti^eme measure of selling a portion of tlio 
dominions inherited fi*om his ancestors, to relieve the exigencies of his 
Government, when it was well known that he had ample means of 
doing so with the funds now lying idle in his coffers. To this the 
Minister replied that it was useless communicating with the Nizam on 
the subject till the sentiments of tbe British Government wei'e known, 
when he would undertake to gain his consent to the proposed arrange- 
ment; that the Nizam had refused lately, on all occasions, to affoi’d 
him any pecuniary assistance, and that, so far as he was himself 
conccimod, ho would prefer meeting the present exigency in any way 
rather than by trenching upon the Nizam’s private funds. To the 
]\0nister’s repeated and earnest entreaties to assist him in gaining the 
object in view, and questions as to how it would be received by Lord 
Klleiiborough, T could only return replies of a general nature, and 
shortly afterwards took my leave, receiving to the last the most earnest 
assurances that on the success of the pi’oposed measure depended all 
Ins hopes of extricating this Government from the difficulties with 
which it was surrounded, and an earnest appeal to you to fui*ther his 
wi.shes. 

“ Before leaving the IMinister’s house I procured from Bala Pei’shad 
a, Persian memo., which I no'w enclose, embod^^^mg the heads of the 
proposal above refeiTcd to. I was led to adopt this precaution from 
liaving found from expei'ience that when matters do not take the 
course he wishes, the Minister’s memory in regard to what has 
occurred daring a personal interview is not always to be depended 
upon. 

The 'Minister’s mode of managing the affairs of this Government 
is so crooked, and differs so much fi’om the course of ordinary men, 
tl'iat it is extremely difficult to form any definite opinion as to the 
object ho ha.=j in view, but in the present instance I think it will be 
found tirat his sole aim is, by placing himself in communication with 
us in the present instance, to work upon the fears of His Highness,. 
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W e must prevent any outbreak there ; but that being done, I had 
rather keep things as they are than attempt to improve them with 
insufficient means to effect my purpose. 

“ I remain, General, 

“ Your very faithful friend and servant, 

“ BLLENnOROUGH.” 

General Fraser’s hopes of introducing reforms into the Nizam’s 
ailministration, beginning with revenue and finance, by means of a 
few well-cliosen Native officials of tried qualifications, were rudely 
shaken by the illness and death of the able Brahmin, Vencata Eao, 
who had formed the centre and mainstay of the plan. On the 
10th of May 1843, the General writes to Lord Ellenhorough: — 

‘'Vencata Eao, Assistant to the Commissioner in Mysore, arrived 
here a few days ago, but in a suffering state from dropsy, a malady^ 
which had begun to show itself even before he left Bangalore. He 
became worse, and as he wished to be with his family in the event, 
which seems inevitable, of its being necessary for him to undergo an 
operation, he left Hyderabad yesterday evening on his return to Ban- 
galore. It is his declared intention to return here as soon as he gets 
well ; but I am very doubtful of his recovery at his advanced age. I 
lot him understand in general my wishes as to his future employment 
hero, but did not lead him to expect any particular situation. He spoke 
of the desire he had entertained for some time past to retire from public 
life, but stated his willingness to assist me in so great a work as 
improving the Nizam’s administration, provided that I could assure 
him I was not thinking of going home, for that nothing would induce 
him to act under any English officer to whom he was a stranger. I 
satisfied him that I had no thought of quitting India, and I believe lie 
has gone away with the full determination of returning as soon as he 
possibly can, bringing his family with him.” 

On the 13th of July he writes to the Governor-General ; — 
“ Vencata Eao died soon after his return to Bangalore, and this is 
a cause of much regret to me. I had hoped to receive great 
assistance from him here, and the two or three interviews I had 
with him before he left Hyderabad, led me to believe that my 
expectations would not have been disappointed. The British 
Government has lost in him one of the ablest native servants that 
it has ever been my lot to meet with during my career in India.” 

Vencata Eao’s death made the relief of the Hyderabad State 
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(.‘Xl')lained that in a matter of so niiicli importance it was necessary 
to ask ior instructions from the Governor-General, anti that he 
should do so at once. In the meantime he desired strongly to urge 
upon His Highness that either a Dewan or a Coimnission of 
(Jovernment should be appointed, to enter upon the executive 
administration immediately on the acceptance of Chundoo Lall’s 
resignation. The Kesident referred to the danger of tumult arising 
irom the numerous bodies of irregular troops in the city, to wliom 
large arrears of pay were due, and from whom some personal incon- 
venience to His Highness might arise, in the event either of tlie 
Minister’s death or sudden withdrawal from office. 

Eusheed-ool-Moolk replied that he did not a2:)prehend a.ny danger. 
He called to the Resident’s recollection the exact words which the 
Nizam had used at a private interview a few months before, viz., 
that whatever difficulties might arise would be surmounted with 
tlie General’s assistance, and that the Nizam would consult him as 
to the selection of a Dewaii. 

CJeneral Fraser expressed a strong conviction that the Governor- 
General should avail himself of this opportunity of getting rid of 
Uhundoo Lall, “ that nothing should be either said or done to throw 
any obstacle in the way of that resignation, which seemed to have 
been spontaneously and sunultaneously tendered by the Minister 
and proposed by tlie Nizam.” The Resident suggested that the 
Govennuent of India might express its assent to the Nizam’s 
acceptance of the Minister’s resignation, on account of his advanced 
age, and his wish to retire from public labour to the repose of 
I)rivate life. ‘'No offence”, General Fraser added, "ought to be 
given to the feelings of the aged Minister, who has certainly proved 
himself during his long career a warm and cordial friend of the 
British Government. Every requisite provision should be made 
lor his future maintenance, in the propriety of which there is no 
doubt that the Nizam would fully concur and “ a kind and com- 
plimentary letter from the Right Honourable the Governor-General” 
might he sent to Rajah Chundoo Lall, " in acknowledgment of his 
long and valuable services.” 

One of the most embarrassing points. General Fraser observed, 
was the selection of a suitable Dewan. "The Minister’^ said 
General Fraser, " has succeeded in maintaining in so low a state of 
political tinaldom and degradation the whole of the upper Moham- 
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‘‘It w*as not witlioiit a somowliat anxious con siil oration of the 
niattoi' tliat I determined to defer acting in compliance witli the 
application from ]\Iadras, until I should receive the instructions of 
yoin* Loixlship’s Government. It seemed to me that the removal 
from his diocese of a Bishop hitherto so highly and so universally 
csteenK'd as Dr. Murph}’, v'aa an extreme measure wliich at least re- 
quired previous submission to the Goveraiment of India. It will bo 
seen that in my reply to tlie Madras Government I offered no opinion, 
still less presunicid to comment on its jn’oceedings ; but I cannot refrain 
from observing tliat the measures determined at Madras appear to me 
to be extremely severe, or from expressing a liope that tlic ultimate 
decision of the Supremo Government will be well considered, not only 
with reference to the intrinsic merits of the Madi'as llesolution, but 
also with some thought of the clamorous discussion which the enforce- 
ment of that Resolution will inevitably raise at home, and perhaps 
throughout the Roman Catholic world. Dr. IMurphy is held in high 
respect and regard, as I have reason to know, both at Rome and by all 
the Bishops and members of his commnniou in India; and his summary 
and peremptory removal from his diocese will, I imagine, be an act 
almost without a parallel in English history since the Reformation, 
certainly since the Revolution of 1088. It will assuredly attract much 
attention, and I doubt if it will be considered justifiable, in the i‘clative 
positions of the Protestant and Roman Catholic Churches, by any 
party in Church or State, unless some very strong and ui'gent reasons, 
of which I have heard nothing, can bo advanced in favour of it. 

“I liave given official intimation to the Officer Commanding the 
Hyderabad Subsidiary Force, that as far as regards the removal of the 
Riglit Roverend Dr. Murphy and certain of his priests from the Nizam’s 
dominions, I have referred for the instructions of the Government of 
India ; but I have abstained from making any remark to him regarding 
Lis execution of any oi'ders he may receive from Madras regarding 
the expulsion of these parties from tlxe cantonment of Secunderabad. 

“ I Lave the lionour to be, my Lord, 

“ Your very faithful and obedient servant, 

“J, S. Frasee.*’ 

Here is Lord Dalhousie*s reply to this and other letters from 
the Resident : — 

“ Ghazeepore, November 4, 1848. 

“ Mt dear Gbxeral Fraser, — ^In my last letter I omitted to return 
to you Lord Ellenborough’s letters, which you sent to me in original. 
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“ Tke Government of Madras sent to ns tlie papers relative to your 
Roman Catliolic Bishop shortly after -we received, yotir letter. The 
question was a ticMish one in every way, and I took time to consider 
it. The despatch will have shown you that we concurred in your view, 
that the removal of the Bishop from the territories of tlie Nizam was 
not only a very strong measure in itself, but a much more violent one 
than the circumstances of the case would justify. Bishop Murphy 
was, however, in my judgment, greatly to blame in the matter; and it 
is, in my opinion, qirite necessary that it should be made clear that 
neither priest nor Bishop can be permitted with impunity to incite men 
to commit outrages against the law, or to interfere witli military 
discipline. I have no doubt that the Bishop, being tlie discreet, sensible 
person you describe him to be, will keep bimsclf within bounds, and 
hold a tighter rein over his subalterns. It not, I shall not hesitate to 
adopt very decided measures. 

“ With regard to the present case, I have no doubt tliat the Eccle- 
siastical authorities will recognise the necessity of moving the priests 
altogether away from Hyderabad, and spare the Government of 
India the disagreieabie duty of taking steps for compelling tliem to 

“ In respect of the proposal made by Captain Taylor for the establish- 
ment of a Eorce in the district of Shorapore, I am quite willing to be 
guided by your opinion, which at present is so clearly adverse to the 
proposal. The present time is in itself unpropitious for such a pro- 
posal ; since our own wants towards the North will compel us to draw 
heavily on the Bombay and Madras Presidencies for aid in troops. 
But in truth I can see nothing advanced by Captain Taylor wliich goes 
to prove the necessity for the measure he recommends. Doubtless the 
presence of British troops would increase the security and ensure the 
tranquillity of that country ; but I see no reason to doubt that it might 
be kept tranquil without them; and 'under these circumstances, and 
fortified by your opinion, 1 would advise you to discourage Captain 
Taylor from, making such an 'application,' unless subsequent events 
should give you reason to change the opinion yon at present entertain. 
I return his lettei' and enclosure. 

I cannot bring myself to heheve that there is any cordiality, or 
likelihood of endurance in the professed reconciliation between the 
Nizam and his Dewan. I therefore did not think it the least necessary 
to do otherwise than to reply directly to the official complaints His 
Highness addressed to me, without taking notice of the apparent 
reconciliation, of which he had said nothing to nae, either by himself 
or through you. I augur no good from the apparent patcliing-np of 
relations between them. 

, The debt to us has had a terrible lift by your last report, and is, 
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as I always tlioiiglifc, more likely to bring about tlie crisis than any 
other circumstance. But all good powers avert it just now ! 

“ I hope to be on the frontier in three weeks. 

“ Believe me, yours very truly, 

“ DAr.UOlTSTE.’' 

And so P>isliop Murphy was not expelled from liis diocese, hut 
was forl)itldeu to enter its principal town, where were situated his 
cathedral church, the principal schools, and charitable institutions 
under his cha.rge. For two years he could obtain no release from 
these anomalous and unmanageable conditions, and was oldiged to 
seek redress in London, taking with liim a letter to (Jeneral Fraser's 
old friend in the Court of Directors, Major Moore. 

‘‘ Hydortibacl, 7th January 1851. 

“ ]\Iy DEMI ]\toonE, — This letter is to recommend to your courtesy 
and kindness a friend of mine, the Right Rev. Dr. Mui*phy, Bishop of 
Philadelphia, ui 'pa7^tibns lufuhlmni, and Vicar Apostolic of Hyderabad, 
who was removed from his diocese by order of the Madras Government, 
about two years ago, in consequence of a religious dispute, in which 
some of the men of the 84*th Foot took a part, but who was jiftcrwards 
permitted to remain within his diocese, though excluded from Secun- 
derabad. As, however, his cathedral or principal church is there, this 
was almost equivalent to suspension from the functions of his ofB.ee. 

“ I do not presume to express any opinion on the merits of the case, 
as I have had no official or private cognisance of the papers connected 
with it. Of the personal qualities, however, of Di% Murphy I can speak 
with contidcnco, as I have known him for at least ton years, and a 
man of milder disposition and temper, and of more gentlemanly and 
unassuming deportment, I Jiave never known in my life. 

‘‘ Ho is going home to endeavour to secure reinstatement in his former 
position and place of residence, but my only object, as I began this 
letter by saying, is to beg that you will do me the favour to receive him 
with that civility and kindness which arc habitual to you. 

“ Believe me, my dear Moore, 

“ Very sincerely yours, 

‘‘J. S, Fbasee.” 

Eventually, by instructions from the Court of Directors, the 
military interdict was raised, and Bishop Murphy returned from 
London, invigorated probably by the change of air, to resume the 
full exercise of his episcopal functions in Secunderabad. 
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against tlie Ministry of Sooraj-ool-Moolk, whoso refuriiis, and whose 
rumoured projects of reform, wore by no means acccptaldci eitlier 
to those who had thriven on the abuses of Chundoo Lalhs rule and 
hoped for their revival, or to the higher class of Chieftains and 
Nobles, who stood by the ancient ways and feared — with good 
reason from their point of view — every innovation. The greatest 
ambition of the courtier or successful functionary at Hyderabad 
was always that of obtaining the grant of a service Jaghive, or 
landed estate, on the feudal tenure of inaintaining so many troo])S. 
Much of the land revenue was tlius alienated, by favour or inlluence, 
to very little purpose, with the additional objection that by old 
custom the Jaghiredar exercised the powers ol‘ magistracy and police 
within his own estate, which constituted a serious obstacle to 
administrative reform. The late Nawab Sir Salar Jung, during bis 
long and useful career as Minister, was constantly occupied in 
breaking down, as occasion offered, that same system of military 
tenures and the right of maintenance, with the usual accompani- 
ment of hereditary jurisdiction, which it was the great object of so 
many English enactments to abolish, in the period from Edward I 
and Eicharcl II down to Henry VII, who at last succeeded in 
putting them down for ever. But in pursuing this policy Sir Salar 
Jung was only carrying out tlie process that had been sketched out 
by his uncle, Sooraj-ool-Moolk, and to a limited extent brought 
into action under the advice and inlluence of General Fraser. 

In a Memorandum respectfully submitted to the Nizam in 
November 1848, by Sooraj-ool-Moolk, immediately ])efoi'e lie gave 
over charge to his successor, the Dowan thus mentions an inves- 
tigation into service tenures as one of the measures which lie had 
been prevented by opposition from carrying out, but which he still 
urgently recommended for His Highness’s consideration : — 

“ It is necessary that an inquiry should be anade regarding personal 
Jaghires, and those for which services are required; and also regarding 
the pay of the troops who are in the service of the Jaghiredars, on what 
account it has been allowed ; and whether the Sunnuds of the Jaghires 
are for life or otherwise ; and whether the persons to whom the Sun- 
nuds were originally given are alive or dead.*' 

The dread of such an investigation as this, and the secret remon- 
strances to which it gave rise, were among the most effectual causes 
of Sooraj-ool-Moolk's temporary lapse from the Nizam’s favour, and 
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(lismissiil for a tiuu' from niUee, at tlic end ol 1848. No Ihatisli 
loan obtaiiialile, no relief or miti; 4 'ntion seeurcd of tlie niontlily 

demand for titc Coiitin;i:eiit, there was nothing to prove that the 
])e\vaii had anysiij^port from onv (lovernmont, or enjoyed a.ny thing 
likt' the consideration tliat had been accorded for so ninny years to 
Ikijah Chnndoo LalL All the Mnnsnhdars, all the Talookdars, all 
the Jaghiredars, actual and expectant, were encouraged to raise 
their voic'os, if f)nly in a whisiier, against the IMinister and the 
Jiesident, wlio were, according to tludr views, combined against 
them, and hent on tlieir degradation. Attempts were made at this 
])t‘ri(»d, hut without success, to persuade the Nizam not only to insist 
on removing Suoraj-ool-Moolk from oflice, bnt to make a formal 
com]daiut to the Governor-General against the licsideiit, in the hope 
of (htaining his removal also. The Nizam is understood never to 
have (uitm-taiued tliis wild proposal, hut that it was pressed upon 
him tlu're is no douht. In a letter to the Governor-General, 
dated lUli Decemher 1848, the liosident refers to this particular 
form of intrigue, which was jnomoted also by some offensive articles 
in one of the Madras newsptipcrs. 


“ I snhnnt for yotir Lordship’s perusal a private noie that I received 
two or three days ago from Sooraj-ooI-lMoolk, and wliich I thought it 
right to abstain from sending up officially. Sooraj-ool-Moollc’s informa- 
tion may possibly be biassed by his feelings tmdor his removal from 
office; hut I have many special reasons for relying on the accui’acy of 
his facts. Your Lordshi]) will perceive that irnicli mischief is here 

attributed to Mr. , and it is evident that this gentleman is 

eontravenittg the positive and repeated orders of the Court of Directors, 
that he should hold no intercourse with the Nizam’s Government or its 
officers except through the channel of the Ecsident. It might foe dif- 
ficult for me, however, to prove these clandestine visits of his to the 
City ; and even if they could bo prevented he would, no doubt, find 
means to continue the communications with his confidexitial friends 
there through the medium of secret emissaries. In the event of these 
intrigues becoming more mischievous, and more distinctly traced to 
him, I should perceive no effectual remedy but that of expelling him 
from the Nizam’s country ; and as this would perhaps be a measure of 
too severe a nature for the British Government to have recourse to, 
and might occasion more noise and discussion than the matter is 
worth, I shall say nothing about it officially unless in your Lordship’s 
judgment I ought to do so.” 



282 


SOOltAJ-OOL-MOOLK UISmSSKD. 


Lord Dallioiisie's reply was prompt and very much to the 
purpose. 

** Camp Loodiana, December 2Gtb, 1848. 

“ My dear G-eneral Fraser, — I have to acknowledge your letter of 
11th instant with its enclosure. I have no inclination to doubt that a 
great deal of Sooraj-ool-Moolk’s intelligence to you is correct, includ- 
ing the interference of a particular gentleman who is named. But 
there is evidently no proof at present. Assuming that there were, it 
would be a very questionable exercise of power to deport under such 
circumstances, and one that should certainly not bo resorted to without 
reference to the Court.^ I am not disposed to attach much political 
importance to his interference, especially if the tenor of his communica- 
tions is to any such effect as that reported, regarding the Governor- 
General immediately removing you, or any other Besidont, on the 
mere complaint of the Prince to whom he is accredited. If H.H. 
sends any impudent letters of that kind to me, I will make his knuckles 
so smart as never Nizam’s knuckles smarted before. 

“ I shall be curious to see the course of events for some time to 
come. 

“ The Bombay troops have at last arrived at Mooltan, and opera- 
tions were to be renewed yesterday. They have now an army of 
nearly 18,000 men and sixty siege guns, which should sux’ely be 
enough. 

“ Believe me, yours sincerely, 

“ Dalhousie.” 

It was during an interview with the Eesideiit, at which Sooraj- 
ool-Moolk was present, on the lOtli of November 1848, that the 
Nkam, after a long discussion, finally declared, in the manner 
thus described by General Fraser, his determination to dismiss the 
Dewan : — 

“ The conversation ended by the Nizam acquainting me that he was 
dissatisfied with Sooraj-ool-Moolk, and that as this sentiment appeared 
to be mutual, he would remove him from his oflS.ee, and appoint another 
Dewan. 

“ As I had no instructions to press the claims of Sooraj-ool-Moolk 
on the Nizam’s favourable consideration, and it appeared contrary to 
the tenor of the Governor- General’s instructions that I should do so, I 
merely bowed to His Highness’s determination, and expressed a hope 
that he would inform me of the name of the person whom he might 
think proper to select. 


1 The Court of Directors. 
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In t.lie course t>f couverstilion, nnd during one of its pauses, I took 
an opportunity of mciiiioniiig to tlio Nizam that the Supremo Govern- 
ineut bad reduced the rate of interest upon the debt duo by him to the 
Coni]i)any’s (b)veriinieut, on account of the advances made for th(3 pay 
of the Contingtait, from 12 to G per cent, per iiniium. The Nizam 
listeiK^d to thi.s remark, but made no reply to it.” 

The iiumediate suceassor of Sooraj-ool-iloolk ^vas named xi-iiijud- 
ool-lFoolk, a]>})aivnlly a person of no great capacity, and wiio only 
rciiuiincd in oiiba*. for tibout a niontli. The Nizam then nominated 
tlH‘ Xawah S]iunis-(Mjl-Oomra, a nobleman of the highest rank, of 
unim]>eaehable Iiojiour ami universally esteemed, but who was 
not, ill (lenei'ul Frasers o})inion, as well inclined towards a reform- 
ing and economical ptdiey as 8uoraj-ool-]\roolk. Although still, in 
conforinily with tlic latest instructions received from the Govern- 
meut of India, lie made no remonstrance against tlie Nizain s free 
(dioice of a ilinister,the Resident spoke his mind to the Govenior- 
(.leueral, from whom lie. received the following letter referring to 
tlie installation as Dewan of Shums-ool-Oomra. 

“ Camp Ferozepore, 

“January 20th, 1849. 

“ ISU UMAU Gknkjjal FjiASKn,-— I have received your letter of tlie Sth 
with the }>ublic letter to which it refers. I will send no rejdy for some 
days, as you wisli tiiat an interval should be allowed to elapse before it 
is answered. I do not think, lujwcver, that there will be any use in 
your absenting yourself fr(<m this man’s investiture, since there is 
nothing definite against him, although there is as little definite in his 
favour. ] f so, I fear we shall go on vetoing Dewans for ever. But I 
quite concur with you in thinking tliat care must he taken that it is 
clearly understood there is no ap^jroval of this officer, although we 
consent to his appointment. 

“ Certainly, if the Nizam asks for the assistance of troops against 
the Eohillas, I would move the Contingent. It is just one of the 
services to which they should be applied j and if they arc called into 
action, I conceive they will do a seiwice to humanity if they should 
exterminate wretches capable of such deeds. 

“ You read the papers, and wdll, therefore, judge of what is passing 
here. I am neither gi’umbler nor croaker ; but with the past before 
my eyes, I can’t conceal from myself that there is room for some 
anxiety as to the future. Under ordinary circumstances I should, 
with such an army, have no anxiety at all. The Mooltan Foi’ce — 12 or 
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13,000 of them — aro now on their march to join the Connuander-in- 
Chief. 

“The troops, on the whole, behaved veiy well on the 13th 

“ Believe me, yours sincerely', 

“ Dalhousib,” 

During the year 1848 there had been several occasions for 
calling out the Contingent for the suj)pression of minor disturb- 
ances ; but in one affair of greater iniportaiice, where the delin- 
quents were the hereditary custodians of a Mohammedan shrine 
and place of pilgrimage of great reputed sanctity at Goolburga, 
the Itesident found it more convenient, and thought it more advis- 
able, to set the Subsidiary Dorce in motion. The duty wn.s (piickly 
performed, without bloodshed, by a detachment under Colonel 
Blundell, C.B., and the holy men of Goolburga, who had com- 
pletely set the Nizands authority at defiance, were l)rought in as 
prisoners to Hyderabad. Some question was raised by the Govern- 
ment of Madras and the Government of India as to this employ- 
ment of the Subsidiary Borce, more especially as expense had 
been incurred, whereas if the Contingent had, as usual, been sent 
out, all the charges would have been debited to the Nizam's 
Government. 

On this subject he writes to Lord Dalhousie, under date the 
24th of November 1849. 

“ In the Goolburga affair it was a pai*t of the Hyderabad Subsidiary 
Force I employed, and no part of the Coutingont, excepting the 
Cavalry Regiment which is permanently stationed at Goolburga. I 
had ample reasons for this, but as I observe my proceedings on the 
occasion have been commented upon, I have prepared a Memorandum 
on the subject, a copy of which is herewith enclosed. I should be 
glad to know your Lordship’s sentiments regarding the employment, 
as a general principle, of the Hyderabad Subsidiary Force or of the 
troops of the Contingent. I am disposed to think that this question 
should be left very much to the discretion of the Resident, who will 
be guided by local circumstances, winch cannot always be foreseen, 
and cannot, therefore,' be made the subject of positive rule. 

“ I have observed it mentioued in the papers that the movement of 
the troops I ordered from Secunderabad cost 25 or 30 thousand rupees. 
If it did this, which I can scarcely believe, and if even so small a part 
of the Subsidiary Force as I required cannot be moved for a few days 

* At the battle of Ghillianwalla. 
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without iuvolving- so gToat an expense, I cannot consider tliat it is kept 
up, as it ought to he, in an efficient state, ready for immediate service ; 
fur lieavy c-xpendilure attending its employinent detracts from its effi- 
cienoy, inasmuch as it would make ino reluctant to have recourse to 
its services. 

“ I should ho loath to incur the risk of involving the Goverjument in 
so greut an expenditure as what is above mentioned, without an indis- 
peiisalde necessity for so doing.” 

In llio -Meuioraudinii forwarded with this letter, after giving 
details as to (lista,nces from the scene of action, and disposable 
niniibcrs at the several stations of the Subsidiary Porce and 
Contingent respectively, the (Jeiieral e.xplains that ''part of the 
field Ibree orderc<l to Goolburga being Europeans of Her Majesty’s 
84lh Ueginient, it seemed preferable that the whole detachment 
should bo furnished from tlu‘. Subsidiary Eorce and commanded 
by one of its superior ofliecrs, rather than that the two Companies 
of EuropHians should be placed under the orders of an officer of 
the Contingent.” 

“ Viewing the matter in a more general point of view, it may be 
observed that with referciico to Article V of the Subsidiary Treaty of 
the peculiar and special duty of the Hyderabad Subsidiary 
Eorco is that of ‘ overawing and chastising all I’ebels or exciters of 
disturbance in the doiniuions’ of the Nizam. Whereas, strictly speaking, 
the Contingent, if viewed as a Force organised in lieu of the six 
thousand Tnfaiitry and nine thousand Horse referred to in the 12th 
Article of the Hyderabad Treaty of 1800, and for the purpose of being 
employed on the service for which the Nizam agreed to furnish those 
15,000 men, should rather be considered « as intended to assist the 
British Government in its external wars, when engaged in them con- 
jointly with the Nizam, than to maintain the internal peace of His 
Highness’s dominions. 

“ On the whole, it would appear the more desirable arrangement to 
leave the selection of any force required for sei'vice, whether from the 
Subsidiary Force or from the Contingent separately, or from both in 
conjaiiction, to the discretion of the Kesident, who would be guided by 
the circumstances of each case.” 

Eventually all the proceedings in this matter were approved, 
and the general principles laid down by General Fraser were 
accepted by the Government of India. 

Some correspondence between the General and Sir Henry 
l*ottinger, Governor of Madras, in the early part of 1849, present 



286 


liATTLE OF GOOJEIIAT. 


some features of interest. On the 24th January 1849, after a few 
words on business regarding tlu». apj'jointinent of a medical ofllcer 
to the Mzain’s Army, the Eesident makes these remarks : — 

“I regret to say that matters have not improved much at Hyderabad 
since I had the pleasure of enjoying your hospiiality at Madras. Tlie 
Supremo Grovernment seem averse to talk decidedly to the Nizam, 
though nothing could have any cfTect but a plain, determined, and 
decided mode of addressing him. Intrigue, corruption, and mismanage- 
ment are not to he corrected by whispers and soft, inimcauiiig idirases. 
One reason, however, of the Goveriior-Gcnerars not liaving taken more 
decided measures in this quarter is that he is so much occupied in the 
North-West, and certainly he has a great deal there to engage his 
attention. 

“ I am glad to say that 1 apprehend no disturbance in the part of 
India where I am, and at all events it is extremely unlikely that any 
should arise which I could not put down myself. 

“The Marquis de Coislin and Captain Puysegnr are still with me, 
and I regret to say that the Marquis has been extremely unwell. I am 
much pleased with his society and conversation, and consider his visit 
here quite a piece of good fortune. He is a man of higher rank than 
I was at first aware of, being a Duke and Peer of Prance, which titles, 
however, he chose to leave in abeyance during the Government of 
Louis Philippe.” 

He writes to the same on the 13th March 1849 : — 

“We have now a new Dewan at Hyderabad, Shums-ool-Oomra, with 
whom I have not yet had sufficient conversation, or transaction of 
business, to enable me to form anything like a fair opinion of his 
ability. 

“Lord Gough has at length gained something like a real victory, 
but we have yet to learn tbe final results of this war. There is no 
donbt that matters have been much mismanaged in the whole of this 
Punjanb war. You justly observe that tbe molehill has been allowed 
to increase to a mountain, and I can scarcely dare to hope that the 
ultimate consequences will not prove injurious to the interests of our 
Empire in India.” 

On the 28th of February Lord Dalhousie had written a letter to 
General Fraser from “Camp, Ferozepore”, in which were the 
following observations on that same crowning victory of Lord 
Gough over the Sikhs at Goojerat. 

“ The action of the 21st at Goojerat came in good time, hut not a 
hit too soon. It was a smasher. The Sikhs were supposed to have had 
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fifty-iKuo "tins ill the field. AYe liavc already seenred fifty-throe, and, 

I liope. inny jiecoiint for the halanco. They lost all their camp, baggage, 
stores, and immense quaniilies of ammunition, and fled in complete 
rout. Tjiirge bands of ihein are. gone across the Jhelum. General 
Gilbert, with 12,000 men, has gone after them, and to drive the 
Afghans ont of Poshawur. The Afghans have already evacuated 
Bnnnoo, and 1 should not be surprised if those at Peslu'uviir wont off 
without a fight. If thej' stand one, I have no sort of doubt as to the 
result. 

“The campaign has been an anxious one, as you may well 
imagine. 1 hope it is all riglit now, and that we may look, under 
Providence, for early and complete success. 

“ Believe me always, sincerely yours, 

“Daliiousie.” 

On the Ifilli of November 1849, tlie General writes as follows 
to Sir llmuy IViltiuger, at the time when the Sultan had refused 
to givtt up the Hungarian and l^olish refugees to the Emperor 

Nicludas. 

Our next nows from Europe will be very interesting, as we shall 
probably learn the result of the important question which has arisen 
between Russia and Turkey. I lately received a letter from a French 
gentleman who stayed with me lor about a mouth at Hyderabad, the 
Duke de Coislin, who is a great friend and partisan of the Duke of 
Bordeaux, and is now on a visit to the Duchess of Berry at Gratz. 
He tells me that the aspect of affairs in Europe is still very threatening. 
Ho stales, also — though, perhaps, the wish may be father to the 
thoughi — that the present Government of Prance is approaching to its 
downfall, and that efforts ai^o being made, in which he himself is a 
strenuous co-operator, to effect a coalition between the two branches of 
the House of Bourbon. 

“ I shall say nothing of the Nizam’s country. Affairs remain pretty 
much in the same way as they have been for fifty yeai’S past ; so that 
matters hero have but little novelty, or any other charm, to recommend 
them. If it were not for the good pay, which I cannot afford to give 
up, I should be happy to bid adieu to-morrow to the office I hold at 
this Court.” 

In a letter dated 11th June 1850, General Fraser mentions 
having been much interested in a recent pixblication. Dry Learns 
from Yonrig Egypt, which had very much modified his views as to 
the conquest of Scinde, and asks Sir Henry Pottinger if he knows 
the author of that book, to which he receives the following reply. 
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“ Guindy, 20tb June 1850. 

“My DEAii General, — I have to ilianlc you for your acceptable letter 
of the lltli insttmt. I only a-wait a reply I ordered to be made to Mr. 
Wliitelock before disposing of the vacancy which I presume his decision 
will cause at Kurnool. He is most fortunate. My letter of the 4th 
instant will have given you all the news that I got from England by 
the last mail. 

“ Dry Leaves from Young Byyjpt was written by Captain Edward 
Eastwick (brother of the Director^), who is now among the Professors 
at Haileybury College. He is an exceedingly talented, conscientious 
man, and yon may rest assured that every syllable of his work is 
minutely correct. The seizure of Scindc without a just plea was a 
monstrous act of injustice, and one on which I have never licsitatcd to 
expi’ess my sentiments. If I may bo allowed to use the expression, the 
spoliation has long since reoeuged itself on us by an outlay exceeding by 
some millions sterling the whole of the revenue. Truth is great, and 
will always prevail, which has been strongly exemplified in my case. 
I wrote privately to a friend fi'om China, expressing my ideas about 
Scinde. This friend, Major Del Hostc, who had been there with me 
as Surveyor to my first mission, inconsiderately showed my letter to an 
Editor at Bombay. It was copied,— that part in which I had spoken of 
Sciude, — sent home, and appeared under my signature in tlie Morning 
Chronicle, This brought on me the combined wrath of Her Majesty’s 
Ministers, the Duke, and all the Ellenborough clique, and I should have 
been left in poverty, with fine titles and honours, had not my friend 
Joseph Hume, to whom I was then personally unknown, taken up my 
cause, and carried a vote of an annuity of £1,500 a year through the 
House of Commons, in spite of all the opposition of Sir Hobert Peel, 
aided by the Duke and the men in power. When the Whigs wanted 
a Governor for the Cape, they begged me to go, and this was followed 
up by my unsolicited appointment to Madras. On that taking place, my 
kind friend, Sir James Lushington, wrote me that I should have to 
forfeit a portion of my salaiy here equal to my annuity; but on the 
question being referred to the Queen’s Law Officers, they pronounced 
that it was a pension from the country, not a grant from the Queen, and 
that it could not be interfered with except by another Act of Parlia- 
ment, which, of course, was never thought of. Every one of the 

1 Edward Backhouse Eastwick, subsequently our Envoy in Persia, a G.B., 
and for some years M.P. for Ealmouth. He died in 1883. His brother, 
Captain W. J, Eastwick, “the Director”, afterwards Member of the Indian 
Council, warmly espoused the lost cause of the Scinde Ameers, and has evfer 
since, notably in the cases of the proposed annexation of Mysore and the 
second Afghan war, always been found a wise adviser in Indian affairs, and 
the constant advocate of justice, clemency, and Imperial honour. 
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Directors individually expi*esscd to mo his perfect concurrence in my 
sentiments regarding Scinde ; and oven the Iron Duke has hcen pleased 
to make the amn/iJf by giving my eldest boy a commission in his 
rcgiineni, the Grenadier Guards, to which he was gazetted on the 8th 
of April last, five days before his eighteenth birthday. This, I hear, is 
Ideally an oxtraordinaiy act of favour, as numbers of young men of the 
highest rank wxto on the list ; and my gratitude to the Duke is in 
proportion to the groat kindness he has, after the eleventh hour, con- 
ferred on mo. 

“ I scut off my Travels in Bcloochistan by banghy^ some days ago. 
In reading them, yon must please remember that I wrote them at twenty 
years of ago, wholly unassisted, wdion I was a subaltern of Pioneers. 
Just before they went home I was appointed Assistant to my revered 
master, Mountstuavt Elpliinstone, from whose example I learned all I 
know in this Indian world. You will join with me in saying that I 
could not possibly have had a better master. 

“ T !im sure you will excuse this dissertation on self, but I wished you 
to know my feelings about Scinde and the unhappy Ameers. 

“ With my kindest regai'ds to your daughter, I remain, my dear 
General, 

Yours very sincerely, 

Henry Pottinger.’’ 

In his reply to this letter, dated the I7th August 1850, mention- 
ing that he liad just returned by parcel post the work on 
Beloochistixn, the General says : — 

“ I was still more interested in the slight sketch you gave me in 
your last note of some of the principal events of your public life. I 
need not dwell on the impression it loft on my mind, because it could 
not possibly have been otherwise than it has been, nor differ from that 
which the rest of the world entertains. 

“ Private letters from Simla mention that the Governor-General and 
Sir Charles Napier are upon bad terms, and that the latter gives 
violent and very indecorous expression to the anger with which he is 
inspired. 

“ Neither my public nor private letters from the Governor-General 
lead me to suppose that any particular or marked steps are contemplated 
with respect to the Nizam's country, excepting the simple enforcement 
of payment, by the end of the year, of His Highness’s debt to us, 
which now amounts to sixty-four lakhs of rupees. The Nizam, however, 

^ Parcel post, established in India fifty years before it was adopted in 
Great Britain and Ireland, 
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asserts that he ■will he able to pay this himself before the prescribed 
time.” 

During the brief Ministry of Amjacl-ool-Moolk, and the some- ' 
what longer though stUl brief incumbency of Shums-ool-Oomra in 
1 849, it may be said that nothing worthy of record was done for 
the improTement of the country, and that no progress whatever 
was made in reducing the heavy debt claimed by our Government 
on account of advances made for the pay of the Contingent. The 
Government of India, while refusing, as we have seen, to give 
direct and decided support to Soomj-ool-Moolk, or to take any 
step that might have the effect of dictating to the Nkain the choice 
of a Minister, had plainly expressed its dissatisfaction at the change 
that had been made, and sanctioned General Fraser’s proposal that 
he should indicate that dissatisfaction in a way that would be 
generally understood, by absenting himself from the Durbar of 
investiture when the new Dewan was uistalled in office. At the 
end of 1848 the Nizam was expressly reminded, by order of the 
Government of India, that “the debt due by His Highness on 
account of the Contmgent has been increasing, and now amounts 
to a very large sum.” The Nizam was told that “ the payment of 
the interest of this debt must be made regularly, and that no 
an-ears whatever will be allowed in the payment of the Contingent 
Force by His Highness’s Government”; and also that “ His High- 
ness will no doubt see the propriety of instructing his Minister 
to pro'vide, without any prolonged delay, for liquidating the prin- 
cipal of the debt.” 

“His Highness will clearly understand”, it was added, “that in 
the event of these demands not being attended to with regularity, 
the Governor-General will feel himself under the necessity of 
taking such measures as shall be effectual, both for ensuring those 
objects for which the faith of this Government is ■virtually pledged, 
and for maintaining the security of its own interests.” 

No reduction in the debt, no greater regularity in the monthly 
pay of the Contingent, having appeared in the interval. Lord 
DaUiousie reiterates, in the two following letters, his determination 
to enforce a financial settlement at no very distant period. The 
marked contrast between the views of Imperial policy entertained 
by the Eesident and the Governor-General appears very distinctly 
in that passage of Lord Dalhousie’s letter in which he totally 
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Joclinos to '^recof^Tiisc” any '‘luissioii entrusted to us to regenerate 
independent Indian States merely because they arc misgoverned”, 
(ioneral Fraser did recognise that such a mission was contided to 
us, and \Yas convinced at once of its practicability, and of the 
beneficial results that would spring from its being undertaken in 
good faith. 

“ Simla, Juno Gth, 1819. 

“ jMY DEAU General Fraser, — I have received your public letter 
refeiTCHl to in your private letter of 22ud May. An answer lias been 
v^ont, intimating that ihere is no necessity for stopping tbc construction 
of roads connneuced in the Nizam’s territories. Your despatch bears 
marks of having been written in anger, but the roads is the only topic 
in it which calls for reply. 

“With regard to tliu remainder of yoiir letter, I can only repeat 
Avlmt 1 have said before publicly and privately, — I will rigidly act up to 
tlic requircMnents of the Treaty with him. I will give him aid and 
ad\ncc. I will eiiectually take care that if he chooses to ruin himself 
in spile of aid and advice, he shall not disturb the peace of British 
territory, or cither injure or play with British interests. But I will 
not contravene the Treaty on the pretence of protecting the Nizam ; 
and r disavow the doctrine of our having any moral or political obliga- 
tion to take tbc Government of his country into our own hands, merely 
because ho mismanages his own atfairs; and I recognise no mission 
entrusted to us to regenerate independent Indian States, merely because 
they are misgovexmed. 

“ When we are invited, or our own interests affected, I will act 
decidedly enough. 

“ The letter reporting Shums-oohOomx\a’s professed inability to pay, 
'will probably lead, more or less remotely, to important consequences. 
I have solemnly warned the Nizam of the consequences of neglecting 
the rcxnoval of the iinancial difficulties in which he goes on involving 
himself. Some fine morinng he will be rudely awakened by feeling 
himself suffering those consequences. 

“ In the meantime I have only to request that you will continue to 
give the Minister straightforward aid, and that both he and his Master 
- shall be distinctly told, as they seem to doubt it, that I am in earnest 
in what I have said. 

“Believe me, yours sincerely, 

“ Balhousib.” 


“ Simla, July fitli, 1849. 

“My dear General Fraser, — have received your letter of 21st 
ultimo. I am very sorry that the Nizam is bent on breaking his own 

TT 2 
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head apparently, but if lie is resolved on doing so, I shall provide that 
the interests of this Government are fully cared for. His Eoyal brother 
in Oude is engaged in the same process, and as the two years’ probation 
conceded by Lord Hardingc is drawing to a close, I shall be obliged 
to act. 

“ In short, my hands are likely to be full enough of these booby 
potentates for some time. 

“Everything remains tranquil in this quai’tcr,! and with vigilance I 
hope may continue so. The Board is working very well, and the pro- 
mise is good at present. 

“ I cannot fancy anything more vexatious to a man than M. de 
Coislin’s position. We are looking out for him here. 

Believe me, yours sincerely, 

“ Dalhousie,” 

A letter to Mr. Dorin, who, as Senior Member of Council, was 
President at Calcutta, conducting the details of Government during 
the Governor-GeneraVs absence in the North-West, will give some 
notion of what Lord Dalhousie called “ the perpetual wrestle with 
the Dewan” for the pay of the Contingent”. 

“ Hyderabad, 8th April 1849. 

“ My dear Sir, — I have deferred for two or three days replying to 
your letter of the 20th ultimo, until I should be enabled to give you 
some definite information on the subject to which it related. The 
promise of the Nizam’s Durbar to pay me seventeen lakhs of rupees 
by the 22nd of January last, and the same amount every four months 
afterwards, has not been in its first part fulfilled, and now appears to 
have been altogether forgotten. The Minister, Shums-ool-Oomra, has, 
however, just assured me that he will pay regularly eveiy month the 
interest of the general debt due to us, and five lakhs of rupees per 
annum in liquidation of the principal, beginning in April 1850. Pay- 
ments to this small extent, I do not doubt that he will be able to effect, 
if he is able to effect anything at all ; but as it would require eleven 
years to discharge the debt, at the rate just mentioned, I doubt 
whether the Supreme Government, to whom I have written officially 
on the subject, will assent to the proposal. The Minister, indeed, 
expresses a hope that he will be able to do more ; but I cannot ask the 
Supreme Government to attach real importance to such vague expres- 
sions as this- 

“ I cannot but feel assured that under a vigorous and decided admi- 
* Meaning the newly annexed Punjaub. 
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nistratiou a reductiuii of absolutely useless expenditure miglit be made 
almost immediately, to the extent of twenty or thirty lakhs of rupees 
per annujii, and ultimaiely, perhaps to double that amount. 

‘‘ But neither Shuins-ool-Oomra, nor any other Minister, could effect 
this without the most decided and openly declared support from u''\ 
He would be opposed by the whole Court, and I may say by the wliole 
country. 

“ I sliall be at all times happy to have the pleasure of hearing from 
you when I can be of any use, or give any information you may desire, 
and remain always, 

“ i\Iy dear Sir, yours very sincerely, 

“ J. S. P [US Eli.” 

rFust at this tiino also the following letter to Colonel (afterwards 
Cleneral Sir Hark) Cubbon, Commissioner of Mysore, alludes to a 
recent allair in which the Contingent had inoved its military 
elliciency and its usefulness in preparing the way for orderly 
administration. 

Hyderabad, IGth May 184)9. 

“ My dear CiTBBON, — 1 ought sooner to have acquainted you with the 
safe arrival of tlie fine cattle you were so kind as to send me for the 
Nissam. Pi'ay accept my best thanks for the trouble yon were so good 
as to take on this account, and command my services here in return if 
over they can bo of use to you. The Nizam was very much pleased 
with the cattle, as you will see by the enclosed copy of a note from the 
Dewan, who conveys his Master’s sentiments on tho subject as well as 
his own. The expenses of the cattle during the journey, Rs. 476 2 10, 
according to the memo, furnished by Chnnda Hoossain, is lodged in 
my treasury, and will be brought to your account when you favour me 
with tho wliole account of our debt to you. 

“ And so the Puujaub is now fairly annexed to the Empire. Lord 
Dalhousic will now' be able, I hope, to attend a little to the intciior 
impi'ovement of India, as wo can scai*cely have any enemy now to 
disturb us excepting as the result of a war in Europe. 

“ I am assisting the Nizam’s Government to get rid of some trouble- 
some Rohillas, or, to speak moi'e properly, Afghans, from this country; 
and a little affair in Bex’ar, the other day, showed what stern staff the 
Cavalry of the Contingent are made of. 

“ Adieu, my dear Cubbon, and believe me ever, with kindest wishes, 

‘‘ Most sincerely yours, 

** J. S. Eraser,” 
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It would be altogether unprolitable to revive here at any length 
a discussion that is quite out of date, and no longer liable to 
recur; but as Lord Dalhousie will be found, from the next letter, 
to have differed from General Fraser as to getting rid of the 
“ troublesome Eohillas”, I may just observe that in the first place 
the Eesident was, in the words of his letter to Colonel Cubbon, 

assisting the Nizam's Government” to carry out a measure, by 
means of the Nizam’s own troops, and at His Highness’s expense, 
which the local authorities, the British Eesident included, con- 
sidered essential for the cause of peace and good order. It was to 
cost our Government nothing, not even by any movement of the 
Subsidiary Force. In the second place, although Lord Dalhousie 
tried to draw a distinction, the Eohillas were just as much 
''foreigners in the Deccan” as the Arabs, while they were far more 
turbulent and disorderly. In the third place, the objection was 
by no means admissible that Peshawur was to be made a " Botany 
Bay” for all the vagabonds of Hyderabad. The Eohillas were not 
convicts, nor, properly speaking, criminals. They were military 
adventurers out of service; and at Peshawur, or in its neigh- 
bourhood, they would have been at home, not in a penal settlement, 
but in a region where they could rejoin their own tribes and easily 
find subsistence. It was impossible for them to settle down in 
the South of India. 

The “ very smart and gallant affair” to which Lord Dalhousie 
refers in another part of Ms letter, took place on the 6th of May, 
near the village of Gowree in Berar, under the command of 
Brigadier Hampton, one of the Nizam’s local officers, who was 
himself severely wounded, besides three English and four Native 
officers. On this occasion the medical officer of the detachment 
joined most gallantly in a Cavalry charge, and considered himself 
to be thereby entitled to special commendation, a claim which 
Lord Dalhousie, with most judicious discrimination, distinctly 
declined to award. 

» Simla, May 30th, 1849. 

“ Mt dbae Geneeal Frasee, — ^I have to acknowledge your letter of 
15th May, and a previous one regarding the Eohillas. I am sorry you 
have raised the question again ; since the very direct decision of the 
Government of India upon it on previous occasions, and the full 
approval of the Court of Directors accorded to the decision, leave no 
course open but a continuance in the views before expressed. The 
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question of ilie removal of tlie Arabs to wliicb you allude, is one which, 
in my opinion, is more fairly open, since, if there is to be an expulsion 
at all, it certainly should be of those wdio are entirely foreigners, rather 
than of the Kohillas in the first instance. 

“ But 1 must say frankl}- that I cannot concur in the measure you 
propose now, any more than formerly. 

I cannot assent to the supposed impossibility of disarming, or other- 
wise restraining from violence and tnmnlt, some 3,000 or 4,000 Rohillas 
spread over the Kingdom. The attempt lias never yet been made, so 
far as T can see, and 1 cannot concur in the necessity of a measure sc 
wliolesalt', and so nearly approaching to an exorcise of arbitrary power 
greater than the British Government usually countenances, until other 
measures have been fully tried. If these people arc either rebellious 
or tmnukuous (as 1 have said in the public reply), the ISTizam's Con- 
tingent should be employed against them under jour orders, whoever 
they are, and wherever they are ; and they should be sternly dealt 
with, severely punished, and if refractory, always disarmed. With all 
the apathjT and feebleness that can be imputed to the Kizam’s Govern- 
ment, I cannot bring myself to doubt that the force which you have at 
your disposal, vigorously directed by yourself, would very readily and 
very quickly put an end to the possibility of so inconsiderable a body 
of men seriously disturbing the peace or prosperity of a Kingdom. At 
all cveiiis, I can by no means consent, especially after the Court’s 
approval of my prcviotis refuvsal, to niidertako the transport of this 
tribe bodily to Pcsbawur. 

** T am willing to give every aid to the Nizam which the Treaty 
enjoins, or which the utmost stretcli of friendship could require. But 
I really cannot recognise any sort of obligation, or any reason, for 
carrying the complaisance of the British Government so far as to 
undertake the conveyance of the collective vagabondism of the Nizam’s 
Kitigdom in order to deposit it in one of onr own Provinces. 

“ Ijct the Nizam repress turbulence, as I reassert be can do, with the 
aid of the Contingent, in his own dominions. If there are offenders, 
let him banish them, and I will take care that they shall not disturb 
the peace of the districts under ray Goveniment. It is too ranch to 
expect that I should agree to take an infinite deal of trouble to save 
H.H. from it, or that I should volunteer to constitute a British Pro- 
vince to bo practically the Bokmy Bay for Hyderabad. 

“With reference to the 800 or 1,000 Bohillas who yon say are 
encamped in the City, I would observe that the Nizam having, as you 
tell me, 20,000 troops of his own on the spot, I cannot pex'ceive the 
possibility of its ever becoming necessary to load British troops against 
such a handful. 

I beg to impress upon yon the extreme inexpediency of engaging 
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troops in street and house fighting, which such a business would be. 
A bombardment, of course, could never be used in such a case, except 
by way of threat, as you employ it in your letter. 

“ Thanks for copy of Dr. McEgan’s letter. I have endeavoured to 
do justice to the conduct of the troops in this very smart and gallant 
affair. I did not wish to insert any wet blanket” remark in a jpuhlic 
letter, but I do not wish to omit observing to you that Dr. McEgan 
had no business where ho was. His duty is to mend, and to preserve 
himself in a condition for mending, broken heads, and not to go about 
breaking heads himself. As luck would have it, he escaped. Had he 
been himself wounded, he would have sacrificed the detachment under 
his medical charge, and would have entirely neglected his own duty in 
order to gratify his personal inclinations. Gallantry is very praise- 
worthy in itself, but not when the display of it involves neglect of 
clear jp7'ofessioiial duty. It was his duty to keep himself out of 
harm’s way. 

“ I say nothing of the debt until the answer of the Minister comes. 
I may remark, however, that I do not mean to be fenced with by the 
Minister, or put off till another time. I must have those sixty lakhs — 
prompt payment. 

Matters are quiet on this frontier, and I hope are not likely to be 
disturbed soon. 

“ Believe me, yours sincerely, 

“ Dalhousie.” 

On the 18th of May 1849, the Assistant Eesident, Captain 
Guthbert Davidson (afterwards Colonel and Eesident), had a long 
conversation, under General Eraser’s instructions, with the Minister 
Shums-ool-Oomra, wliich was fully reported to Government, and 
some passages in which appear necessary to a full compreliension 
of the now rapidly approaching crisis in the financial relations 
between the Hyderabad State and our Government. 

“ The Minister spoke of the amount he would have to pay in eighteen 
months for the troops of the Contingent up to the 30th of April 1850. 
The Contingent, he said, had for many years been of tlie greatest service 
to the Government in keeping the country peaceable ; and they were 
the only troops, except those immediately about his own person, on 
whose fidelity the Government could place the slightest reliance. He 
hoped, therefore, that no reductions would be made in them for the 
present, as he intended to reduce by discharge those Government 
troops who were really useless, and also by removing fictitious names 
from the muster-roll. 

He then referred to the letter from the Government of India of the 
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2Sth of Ai:)nl 1840, ^vith a Persian translation of wliicli he had been 
furnished, and asked if I really thought the Governor-General would 
make a demand for the repayment ‘ at once\ or at ‘an early period’, of 
the fifty-four lakhs due to the British Government. I replied that he 
ought to study the tenor of the letter, and be prepared to pay the 
money as therein required. He remarked that he had always until now- 
supposed that it had been the desire of the Government of India to 
build up the Government of its ancient Ally, and not to ruin it irre- 
trievably ; and bogged I would write down a memorandum of the total 
receipts of revenue expected for the ensuing j'ear, and then inform him 
how it was possible for him to make arrangements for such a payment, 
and yet provide for the whole expenditure of the general Govern- 
ment. 

Shums-ool-Oomra then said, ‘ His Highness is my nephew by mar- 
riage, and in the hopes of restoring order in his dominions, and re- 
establishing his Government, I alone accepted the office of Dewan, as, 
at the close of life, I was not otherwise desirous of such an arduous 
and responsible office .... When I assumed the powers recommended 
for the Minister in the Governor- General’s khureeta of the 7th of 
fc^eptembor 184G, I hoped that I w'as really possessed of the Prince’s 
confidence and support, and that 1 should have full authority to 
conduct the affairs of the country. But I am thwarted by secret and 

private influence, male and female Sooraj-ool-Moolk, who was 

a nobleman of ability, had to contend against the same evil influ- 
ences.’ ” 

Large fuiuls, regaixling which he went into detailed explanation, 
were “ s^inandered”, the ilinister complained, and ‘‘improperly 
appropriated, without an object, and without even the pretence of 
any good purpose,” and he said : — 

Uiilcss all the revenues formerly apportioned for the general expen- 
diture of tlio Government were restored to the charge and control of 
the Minister, and ho were really invested with full powers, he would 
tender his resignation, as without this being acceded to, were he even 
from his i>rivate resources to advance the 54 lakhs due to the British 
Government, it w^ould be of no eventual advantage to his Master. 

“ The Minister vaguely alluded to the jealousy that existed regarding 
a cordial intercourse with Europeans, and said that he knew quite 
well the Nizam’s Government could not be rightly directed or pro- 
longed for any length of time without the friendly advice and co-opera- 
tion of the Resident in its adminisuration, added to the most energetic 
exertions of the Sovereign and his Minister.” 

But this authoritative co-operation of the Ptesident with the 
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Minister was wliat Lord Dalliousie would not prescribe or permit. 
It is to tliis confidential interview witli the ISTawab Sliums-ool- 
Ooinra, and a note from him to General Traser, conveying the 
same sentiments, that Lord Dalhousie alludes in the following 
letter. 

“ Simln., August 25th, 1849. 

“ My dear General Eraser, — On the day before yestei’day I received 
your private letter regarding this very unexpected turn in the politics 
of His Highness. The confidential letter of Shums-ool-Oomra to you 
has an air of candour and truthfulness which inapress one with the 
belief that he is an honest man, as Ministers go in the East. I have, 
therefore, readily introduced a few civil words to him into the despatch 
which goes to you to-day. The rest of it has reference to the debt. 
There is no use in advising this man, or warning him any more on 
that head, and I must have the money. Previously I had intimated 
to him that prompt payment must be made. His own flourish on that 
subject, which you have reported, has enabled me to take a step which 
will draw matters to a close. I am in earnest in it; and you may, 
therefore, feel secure, when communicating the message to His Highness, 
in employing such earnestness of expression as may let him know that 
I will infallibly do what I say. 

“ Purposely I have avoided specifying any particular measure ; but 
he may make up his mind that there wnll then be decided action on the 
part of this Government. 

We continue quiet on this frontier. We have had at last excellent 
rains, — a circumstance which is of infinite moment, politically, this 
year. 

“ Believe me, yours sincerely, 

“ Dalhousie.'’ 

In a letter dated 2nd of July 1849, General Fraser, apologising 
for seeming to protract the discussion regarding the removal of 
the Bohillas, pointed out that the Government of Lord Hardinge 
had sanctioned the procedure he now once more proposed. He 
wrote privately, because he thought it generally nnadvisable and 

unbecoming for a public officer to give prominence in bis des- 
patches to any differences of policy between successive Govern- 
ments”. Lord Dalhousie replied as follows : — 

“ Simla, August 27th, 1849. 

“Dear General Fraser, — Matters. of great weight, and demanding 
early consideration, have occupied all my attention since I received 
your letter of 2nd ultimo. I have directed to-day a reply. 
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“I do not porceivo the inconvenience yoa feel in orders now issued 
being different from those you quoted issued by Lord Hardiuge. Oir- 
cuinstaiices have changed — so must orders. 

Moreover, the orders of the Court, your Masters and mine, have in 
the mean time been transmitted to me. I must obey them, and in so 
doing give instructions in accordance with them, wlietlier they are 
consistent with previous instrnctions or not. 

‘‘ I remain, yours sincerely, 

“ Dalhousie.” 

Aiul luu'c is another letter very plainly staling tlie Governor- 
(Jenemrs opinion as to the exigencies and ])rospects of the Nizam’s 
G()\'erniueiit, but giving no further hope of that friendly but firm 
intervention to secure the '‘passive permission of the Sovereign” 
which Oeiieval Fraser always maintained would be sufficient to 
ensure tlu‘ effi^ctnal co-operation of the Resident and the Minister. 

“ Simla, September 5, 1849. 

“ !My dear Gexeual, — I received some days ago your iutex’esting letter 
of 12 th ult., with enclosures. There seems no especial reason to doubt 
the correctness of the return.s which Shums-ool-Oomra sent you. With 
sucli an income, and with so little necessity for expenditure, Hyderabad 
ought to bo a richly flourishing State, and with even passive permission 
by the Sovereign, V 017 soon would be so. 

'' There is clearly no reason why, as a creditor, this Government 
should take pity on His Highness, and most assuredly he shall have no 
more rope given him. 

“ This was intimated to you in a public letter lately, and I shall most 
certainly act up to it. 

“Many thanks for your congratulations on the honours they have 
bestowed upon me. 

“ Believe me, yours sincerely, 

“ Dalhouste.” 

On the 3tst of July 1849, the Nizam invited the Eesident to a 
private interview, for the purpose, as it proved, of announcing the 
dismissal of Slmms-ool-Oomra from the office of Dewan. No 
courtier or servant was px'eseut after the Resident was intro- 
duced. 

“ His Highness received me with Ms usual civility and kindness, and 
after the usual complimentary phrases, upon my making some remark 
about the state of the weather and the extent to which cholera, I had 
understood, was prevailing in the City, the Nizam entered into a some- 
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wliat leBgfclij disquisition on tlie nature of that disease, with the history 
of which, and of its appearance and prevalence at different periods in 
India, he seemed well acquainted. He observed that it arose from some 
peculiar atmospheric change, and that wdien certain aspects appeared 
the cholera invariably ensued, and ceased at their disappearance. I 
asked His Highness whether the narrow and crowded streets of the City 
and its accumulated filth — of which I had j ust had sensible evidence on my 
way to the Palace— might not in some degree contribute to tbe frequent 
outbreaks of this disorder. His Highness appeared to he excessively 
amused at the futility of this notion of mine, and assured me that it was 
utterly destitute of foundation. He said the streets had been just as 
they were at present for more than a hundred years, and that their 
condition could have nothing to do with the cholera. If His Highness 
had concurred with me I should have taken the liberty of suggesting 
an experiment in cleaning and paving the streets, and in other sanitary 
measures j but his very decided mode of ridiculing the idea left me no 
opening for such advice, 

“ In the course of his remarks on the cholera, the Nizam quoted a 
passage from the Koran, and this led him to make a comparison between 
it and the Christian Gospel. He asked me how far the construction of 
the New Testament and the time of its composition after the Ascension 
of our Saviour could be compared with the gradual aiTangement and 
disposition of the sentences of the Koran, and their being openly revealed 
and imparted from time to time for the guidance of the followers of the 
prophet Mohammed. I listened without taking much part in this dis- 
course, and he concluded by asking me to procure for him a Persian and 
a Hindustani translation of the New Testament, — not a printed copy, 
which he told me he had some difficulty in reading, but in the written 
nastdliq character. His Highness repeated this request se verbal times, 
and I said that I should have much pleasure in executing the commis- 
sion with which he had honoured me. I hope the peculiar and unex- 
pected character of this request will render my acquiescence in it 
excusable, althougb foirmally and literally in contravention of tbe rule 
against the execution by the Resident of any commissions for His 
Highness.' , 

“ Aftei” this His Highness entered on the business for which he had 
desired my attendance, and px'oceeded, without any preliminary or intro- 
ductory remark, to say that he had determined that Shums-ool-Oomra 
should;no longer be Minister. 

“ He said that about two months ago, when he was at Surroonuggiii', 
Shums-ool“Oomra had tendered to Mm Ms resignation of the office of 
Dewan, or rather, that he had actually resigned. His Highness em- 
ployed the expression, ‘ Guzasht diya\ which means ah absolute 
surrender, not ‘Istifa’, which may nierely the tender of resig- 
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iiiition, to bo accepted or not iccording to tbe pleasure of tlie person to 
wlioin it is offered. 

“ He made tlio same complaint of him that he had made of Sooraj- 
ool-]Moolk, when he first disagreed with that nobleman, that he acted 
in the allairs of State without His Highness’s knowledge. He dwelt 
strongly on the fact that the agreement of Shums-ool-Oomra to repay 
our debt by instalments of five lakhs of rupees per annum liad been made 
without* cither His Highness’s knowledge or approval. Ho stated that 
had the necessary communication been made to him he could have taken 
more immediate steps for the payment of the debt. It was a more 
question of money, he remarked, which he regarded as of little import- 
ance. He made very light of this j^art of the case ; and, from the style 
and manner of his observations, he seemed desirous of conveying to me 
the impression that if urged to pay tlie money he could do so at once.” 

Aftei’ descri1>ing a very long conversation, in which he defended 
Shunis-ool'Ooiura as he had previously defended Sooraj-ool-Moolk, 
the i Toueral says : — 

“ I then addressed His Highness, and said, ‘ When I communicate 
to the Governor- General the circumstances of which you now inform 
mo relating to Shums-ool-Oomra’s resignation, is it your wish that I 
should say anything regarding the debt due by Your Highness’s 
Government to the Honourable Company?’ 

“ To this His Highness replied, ‘ That will be settled when you 
receive the Governor- General’s reply’,” 

The Ilesidcnt could obtain no decided answer from the Hizam 
as to a successor to Sliums-ool-Oomra, nor any clue to His High- 
ness’s intentions, except an observation that he ‘‘must have a 
Peshcar, — that it was impossible to conduct the business of State 
without a Peshcar,” 

In reporting the retirement of Shums-ool-Oomra to the Govern- 
ment of India, the Eesident observed that only five months having 
elapsed since the appointment of Shums-ool-Oomxa, there was 
hardly sufficient time to judge whether he possessed the capacity 
and energy of character requisite for the post “But”, continued 
the Eesident, “so far as my own official connection with him 
during the short time he has been Dewan, enables me to offer any 
remark on the subject, I deem it but justice to him to say that I 
have witnessed in him no want of ability, and that I have every 
reason to believe him to be imbued with honourable principles, 
and with a sincere desire to forward by every just means the 
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interests of this country. I may at Id that his manners and 
demeanour have ever been such as suited his high rank, and that 
I have no reason to believe that his public conduct has ever been 
tainted by duplicity or by any disregard for truth.’' 

It is but just to remark that during Shums-ool-Oomra’s brief 
tenure of ofBce the current monthly pay due to the Contingent 
was paid with punctuality. He received an acknowledgment of 
the Governor-General’s satisfaction at the manner in which he had 
acted under circumstances of great difficulty. 

In September 1849, Ihgah liam Buksh once more received 
investiture as Peshcar, and assumed charge of the administration, 
no one being nominated to the liigh ofiice of Dewan. The pros- 
pect of any settlement of the debt seemed more distant than ever, 
and tlie monthly payment of the Contingent began to fall off in 
regularity. Under these unpromising circumstances the Governor- 
General considered that a fitting opportunity had arrived for 
fixing a definite period within which the debt must be liquidated 
in full. The Eesident was directed to require “that the whole 
amount should be discharged by the 31st of December 1850. If, 
on the arrival of that period, the Governor- General’s present expec- 
tations were disappointed, his Lordship would feel it his duty to 
take such decided steps as the interests of the British Govern- 
ment demanded.” Those “ decided steps”, it was well understood, 
would be the exaction of territorial security for the payment of 
principal and interest. 

To this impending measure of sequestration, and to the adminis- 
trative disorder which threatened to make its enforcement at even 
an earlier date advisable, Lord Dalhousie refers in his next letter. 

“ Camp, Bhyrowal, November 20th, 1849. 

“ My PEAK General Eraser, — ^I shall be very happy to meet your 
wishes regarding Dr. Maclean. Indeed, I have already done so by 
giving him leave for six months, and intimating that he shall be re- 
appointed, so as to satisfy the letter of the law. The regulation, which 
puts medical men on a different footing from other branches of the 
service in respect of leave, seems to me to be an unmeaning one ; but 
as long as it is extant I think it right to attend to it. 

“ If the Peshcar, or the Hizam, or both of them (for it seems hard 
to decide which is the real culprit, and most probable that both are so), 
should continue to create the obstacles to the regular payment of 
the Contingent, — which for some time were removed, and are now 
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being renewed, — they will compel mo most relnctantly to anticipate 
the period which T have fixed as that of interference of the Supreme 
Government iu respect of financial affairs iu Hyderabad. 

“ I do not care much about the liquidation of the principal of the 
debt, or even about tlic regular payment of the interest in the inter- 
vening period from Novemher 1849 to December 31st, 1850; but I 
arn quite disinclined to recur again to tbe periodical advance of the 
pay for the Contiiigeut, implying, as it docs, previous inconvenience 
and hardsliip upon the troops, as well as a gradual increase of the 
already existing debt. 

The iSTizam will force me, iu such a case, to take possession of terri- 
tory at onc(\ whereby the means of paying the Contingent with 
certainty and regularity will bo placed in the hands of this Govern- 
ment, virtinilly pledged to ensure such payment. 

“ It w'ouhl not be expedient yet to make this announcement defini- 
tively to the Minister. Its necessity, however, at an early period 
appears so probable, that I beg to have, confidentially, your views on 
the particular districts which may be most conveniently inortijagecl, as 
it wore, for this purpose. Cleaidy, one adjoining to our territories at 
some point would be desirable. 

“Tlie Due de Ooislin’s view of the future of France seems the only 
sensible one, and (as far as my very limited knowledge of French affairs 
enables mo to judge) the only one which lias any chance of becoming a 
practical view. Everything that I have heard leads me believe that 
Ills ostiniatc of the character of the Due de Bordeaux is not unduly 
partial. Ho ought to have now learned wisdom, if ever a Bourbon 
could bo taught that lesson, 

“ Believe me, yours sincerely, 

Dalhousie.” 

The next letter, altbough only referring to some personal changes 
in the Staff of the Contingent, is not devoid of interest, and throws 
light on the process by which that part of the Eesident’s duty was 
in those days conducted. 

Camp, Monltan, December 31st, 1849. 

“My DEAK General Fiuser, — I have received your letter of the 14bh. 
You will have since then received tbe Gazette, 

“I do not wish that Captain Mackenzie's local majority should 
supersede the commissions jgreviously granted to Brigadier Johnston 
or Brigadier Hampton ; but I wish that he should continue posted to 
the First Class Division, giving him advantage in respect of allowances, 
but not in respect of military rank. 

“ I perceive the newspapers hold Captain Mackenzie’s appointment 
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up as an injustice to the Nizam’s officers. I do not admit this. 1 will 
not, as long as I am here, recognise any obligation to observe rigidly 
the succession of seniority in the Nizam’s or any other Contingent. 
I see enough every day of the curse which a strict seniority system 
inflicts, to decide me against admitting it anywhere but where I am 
forced to do so. The local officers of the Nizam’s service have had 
their fair share from me ; and to recognise Brigadier Johnston’s claims 
as exceeding the distinguished services of Captain Mackenzie would to 
my mind be absurd. 

“Believe me, yours sincerely, 

“Daliiousie,” 

Captain Colin Mackenzie, the newly appointed Brigadier, 
mentioned in Lord Dalliousie’s letter, was a very distinguished 
officer, whose hairbreadtii ’scapes and chivalrous conduct 
ill Afghanistan resembled those of some hero of romance, and 
whose gallantry, when almost a boy, in the Coorg campaign 
had attracted my father’s attention at the time, and had 
never been forgotten. Although, as will be seen, their official 
relations were not quite unruffled, G-eneral Fraser always regarded 
liim with respect and affection, and it has been a great pleasure to 
me, having myself known him and loved him well, to see from the 
recently published memoirs of Lieut-Gcnex'al Colin Mackenzie, 
C.B., that his kindly feelings towards General Fraser were unin- 
terrupted and unchanged to the last.^ 

Having determined, and announced his determination to the 
Nizam’s Government, that the debt on account of advances made 
for the Contingent^s pay must be entirely liquidated by the last 
day of 1850, and that in default of a full settlement the assignment 
of districts “in mortgage”, to use Lord Dalhousie’s own words, 
would be. exacted, the Governor-General desired to have all the 
information that could be given him as to the territory most con- 
veniently situated for transfer to British management, with a 
view, also, to their possible retention, if the Nizam could be in- 
duced to give his consent, to ensure the regular monthly payment 
of the Contingent Force. 

In a letter dated Hyderabad, 19th December 1849, General 
Fraser answers Lord Dalhousie’s inquiry as to the best districts to be 

^ Storms aiid SumTivne of a Boldierh Life (Edinburgh : Douglas, 1884), vol. i, 
pp. 34, 37 ; vol. ii, p. 108. 
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-appropriated as security for the pajunent of the debt. He explains 
the grt‘at dinieultics he has always experienced m getting accurate 
and detailed information as to the revenue of the Hizain’s 
xlominions; and forwards, as the neatest approach” he has been 
“abhi to obtain to anything like an account on which some de- 
*gree of coniidenee could be placed”, a sketch map, furnished by 
8ooraj-ool-Moolk when he was first appointed Dewaii, giving 
definite limits to each Talook, with a suitable amount of revenue 
to be collected by each Talookdar, who was to reside in his district? 
and administer its aflairs himself, not living in the City, as had 
been the usual custom, leaving the administration to an ill-paid 
Nail) or de])uly.” In sedecting districts for oiir management, the 
Itesidcnt said he would be “guided by convenience of position 
and facility for the collection of revenue”. These advantages were 
to be found in the two districts ot Berar, Payen Ghat and Bala 
(Uiat/aiul the district of Bassim, the three producing, according 
to the schedule attached to Sooraj-ool-Moolk's sketch map, an 
annual revenue of lis, 39,89,000, while the average annual 
expense of “the Nizain's Army”, or Contingent, was Rs. 38,26,500. 

“ Berar Payen Ghat is the richest and most profitable portion of the 
Nizam’s dominions, both in an agricultural and commercial point of 
view, and I have never heard of any particular difficulty existing with 
regard to the collection of it*s revenues. I believe there is no part of 
India superior to it for the production of cotton; and the culture and 
exportation of this article might, under our management, be extended 
to a much greater degree than has over been the case. 

“The three Talooks I mention are compactly situated, forming 
nearly a square or parallelogram, of which the North and Noi*th-West 
boundary would be the chain of hills on which the forts of Narnulla 
and Gawilghur are situated, adjoining the Company's districts on the 
Nerbudda, a portion of Sciudia’s country, and part of Khandesh. The 
North-East boundary would be the Wurda river, which sepai^ates the 
Nizam’s dominions from those of the Rajah of Nagpore. 

It may be observed that several portions of Berar wei-e transferred 
to the Nizam by the Peishwa, in the Western part of that territory, and 
by the Bajah of Nagpore in the Eastern part ; and it may be supposed 
tliat the Nimm would, therefore, be less disinclined to cede this portion 
of territory to our temporary management than he would with regard 
of his ancient patrimonial dominions. This may be the case or not, 

^ Below and above the Ghat or range of hills. 
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but I allude to it as a possible circumstance that ^yc may have to con- 
sider in any eventual negotiations.’’ 

It will be seen here, and it deserves particular attonthni, that at 
this period, when a territorial assignment for the re-establisluuent 
of a financial equilibrium in the IsTizam’s affairs was first discussed, 
General Fraser contemplated and proposed that this assignment 
was to be ‘'temporary”, and as such it %vas treated by him, from 
first to last, iji all his nerjotuitions vnth the and in his 

correspondence with Lord Dalhousie and with the Government of 
India. 

After explaining that without more searching inquiries, which 
could not be made at this moment without raising suspicion, it is 
impossible to be quite sure whether Sooraj-ool-Moolk’s figures 
represented net revenue or gross revenue, without deducting tlie 
costs of collection, he goes on to say: — 

“ If the net amount were only, as here supposed possible, 35 laklis ot 
rupees, this would easily be made up by additional adjoining territory. 
This would also be the more necessary if we added, besides the c.vpcnso 
of the Contingent, Appa Dessaye’s Chout and the allowance to Mohi- 
put Ram’s family, amonnting to Rs. 126,000 per annum, and also 
the interest due on the Hizam’s debt, if not oiherwiso paid, about 
Rs. 324,000 per annum. The deficiency on the Contingent and these 
other items would amount to between seven and eight lakhs of rupees 
a year, for which it would be convenient to have a suitable pox’tion of 
the Dowlutahad district. But if the Nizam objected to this, from his 
pi’obable dislike to transfer to our management that part of his domi- 
nions in which Dowlutahad and Aurungabad are situated, wc might 
then demand as much of the upper portions of the Nandair and Kullum 
districts as would suffice to make up what was wanting. 

“Having referred to the trade of Berar as likely to improve and 
extend under our management, I beg to transmit for your Lordship’s 
perusal, copies of some reports by Pestonjee Meerjeo, Esq., and by Mr. 
Dighton, on the subject of the cotton and opium produced in that 
district. 

“There is already a report in the City of Hydei^abad that the 
Supreme Government has it in contemplation to demand a portion of 
the Nizam’s territory, in liquidation of his debt to us, and for the 
current expenses of the Contingent. The report is said to have arisen 
from an article in one of the Madras newspapers, which must have 
been published at Madras some days previously to the receipt of your 
Lordship’s letter. The newspaper and your letter reached me simul- 
taneously. There could have been no connection, thexefore, between 
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tliem ; and tdther tlio Madras article was a mere conjecture of what 
iniglil hap}Kui, or it must have been furuislied by certain parties at 
Hyderabad, who not uu frequently receive information of what is about 
to b(‘ said or done by the Supreme Government, and before I do so 
myself. T tliink I mentioned to you personally, what I also stated in 
writ in O’ to Lord Ellenboron^h,^ that Rajab Clinndoo Lali always dis- 
bursed largt^ sums of money for tbe purpose of obtaining timely 
information from Calcutta of the intentions of our Government in 
every matter regarding Hyderabad.” 

Early in ISoO new proofs were given in quick Biiccession that 
if the necessity of demanding and exacting territorial security 
from the irydorabad State for the licavy arrears and current pay 
of tlie Contingent were to bo averted, it would not be througli 
tlio administrative capacity or the commanding influence of the 
IVshear, Rajah Ram Ruksli. Though nominally at the head of 
affairs, Ids measures, frequently adopted with the advice or 
a])proval of the Resident, were so constantly thwarted or set 
asidci ])y direct intervention from the Palace, that he piteously 
pTOtest(?d, in a note to Geiioral Fraser dated the 1st of February 
1850, and on many other occasions, against being held respon- 
sible for the disorganisation of the Government”. In the above- 
mentioned note he wrote as follows : — 

“ I bog to represent that it is highly expedient that the present state 
of affairs should bo made known to the Government of India, but I 
leave this to your pleasure. I am merely tbe well-wisher of both 
Governments, but from such irapedimeuts and changes I am altogether 
helpless and blameless. Without the assistance of the British Govern- 
ment the reorganisation of this Government would be impossible to an 
angel from heaven. As yon are tbe well-wisher and guardian of this 
Government, it is absolutely necessary that you should be informed of 
the way in which affairs are being conducted,” 

This invocation of British authority in aid of the cause of regular 
administration, and for the suppression of the caprice and corrup- 
tion of a Court, made in such terms and in such a tone by the 
Peshcar, identical with similar complaints and similar appeals made 
by Sooraj-ool-Moolk and Shums-ool-Oomra, go very far to confirm 
General Fraser’s reiterated assurances that this v?as in reality " a 
weak and submissive Government”, if rightly treated ; and that if 
the course he recommended were taken with precision and good- 
1 Ante, pp. 197, 198. 
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will, tlie old abuses of the Hyderabad Court could be held in check 
and gradually abolished, and the rule of law instituted all over the 
country, not only without military demonstration or coercion, but 
with common consent and public acclamation. If it were made 
known by one of those direct and decisive communications which 
the General repeatedly drafted, but could never get adopted with- 
out some destructive modification, tliat both the ]\riiiister and the 
Eesident had the full confidence of our Government, and would act 
in concert, no resistance would be offered to their projects of reform. 
Fortified by that support, Eajah Cliundoo Lall had exercised 
absolute sway during thirty years of loose and lavish rule. 

The disastrous results of Chuiidoc LalFs mismanagement could 
have been rectified in four or five years if the same support, on 
broad grounds of Imperial duty and policy, had been given to 
ool-Sooraj-Moolk, or even to Earn Buksh, under the supervision 
of the Eesident. 

In forwarding the note from the Peshcar just mentioned, General 
Fraser endeavoured to present the procedure he had always recom- 
mended under a somewhat new aspect, and with some now and 
very pointed remarks. 

“ The utter powerlessness of the present Peshcar is sufiiciently illus- 
trated by the recent instance, related by himself in his last private 
note. 

“ It is my deliberate opinion, formed after considerable experience of 
the character of the Kizam, that nothing loss than a decided British 
administration will save this country as long as the pi’osent Sovereign 
remains on the musnud. But nothing has yet occurred which would 
justify our proposing, and still less insisting upon, so decided a measure 
as this, under existing Tx’eaties, 

“ The full and unfettered power of selecting his own Dewan or 
Minister, under whatever denomination, has already been conceded by 
us to the !N"izam ; and in this respect, therefore, we cannot retrace our 
steps. But the matter appears to assume a different aspect if the Nizam 
does not confide to his Minister that full power which it was under- 
stood by our Government should be the case, when we acknowledged 
his independence to the extent above-mentioned. And ifc may, I con- 
ceive, under these circumstances, be competent to us, without injustice 
or violation of good faith, to insist that the Minister whom His High- 
ness appoints shall be charged with hand fide full powers to administer 
the affairs of this important country. 

“ The British Resident is now placed in the false and undignified 
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position of being tiic mere correspondent of one of the Kizam’s officers 
called a Minister, and assorted by the Nizam to possess the power of 
one, but who, in point of fact, scarcely possesses more authority than 
the lowest clerk in a Government office. 

“ We ought, therefore, I think, to guard effectually against the risk 
of the ^Minister being thwarted and impeded, although nominally vested 
witli full powers, by this additional proviso, that, in order to ensure the 
support ol' the British Crovernment, whose representative at this Court 
lias undtu' his control the only force capable of maintaining peace and 
good ord(‘r, the Minister shall act in all cases with the full and express 
concui’rence of this officer, and deviate in no essential point from his 
advic(.*, which would, of course, always bo given under the general 
instructions of his own Government, and under due responsibility to 
that, authority.” 

iM'any coinjdaints having reached the Residency of the incoii- 
veiiience and delay caused to travellers, and even to military 
detachments from the Company’s territory, in conseqLuence of the 
negligent manner in which the fords and ferries on the rivers were 
kei>l' np, and from positive impediments being offered by the local 
authorities, apparently of sot purpose, the Resident was directed by 
the Supreme Government to ask for an interview with the Nizam 
and to make a serious remonstrance on the subject. The interview 
accordingly took place on the 20th of April 1850, and is thus 
described: — 

“ After the usual preliminaries of conversation, before giving me time 
to deliver tlic message for which I had come, His Highness took the 
inifiative, and commenced a long discourse on the state of his country, 
and the incapacity of his Ministers, to whom he attributed, all the mis- 
fortunes and embarrassments of his Govcimment. In pioportion as he 
blamed others ho assumed credit to himself, and took some pains to 
convince me that everything would bo right if his Ministers would only 
obey hi.s orders, and be guided by his judgment instead of trusting to 
their own. 

Ho asked mo if I had ever known him to do an oppressive act, or 
whether I over heard complaints of his own personal proceedings ; and 
after this ho spoke at considemblc length regarding the relations between 
his Government and ours, and the advantages we had received from our 
connection with him, especially our possession of the Northern Circars, 
the Ceded Districts, and, more recently, the district of KurnooL 

As soon as he allowed mo the opportunity, 1 observed that there was 
a subject on which I had a few words to address to him, and that I 
thought it desirable, if he had no objection, that his Minister should be 
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present. Enjali Ram Baksli was accordingly sent for, and after stand- 
ing in His Highness’s presence for some time, was desired to sit down. 

I then delivered the Govern or- Generars message in the precise 
terms directed in yonr letter, and although the Peshear once or twice 
attempted to intermpt me with cxj)hinations, 1 requested him to bo 
silent until I had finished what I had to sa}’. 

‘‘ When I had done, the Nizam appeared mncli irritated with the con- 
duct of the Peshear, to whom alone he seemed disposed to attribute the 
occurrences that had given room for complaint, and addressed him for 
some time in a strain of severe and angry rt'proach. He enjoined upon 
him to take every requisite step, and to give c\'ery t)rder whic;h might 
prevent a recurrence of similar complaints ; and ended by desiring him 
to send, if necessary, Munsubdars and paiiies of troops to the several 
ferries over the rivers, and other places wlierc the Company's troops 
and travellers had suffered inconvenience, for the purpose of enforcing 
these orders. 

“ The Nizam then turned to me, and assured me most emjdiatically 
that no similar cause of complaint should over occur again, and that if 
it did so the responsibility should rest upon himself. 

“ He then again addressed himself for some time to the Peshear, with 
the design apparently of impressing on his mind that he must novorj 
on any occasion, act on his own judgment, or by his own authority, 
but that he was al ways to apply to His Highness himself fur insi ructions. 
The Peshear said little or nothing in reply, but lie appeared anxious 
and disquieted, and was evidently by no means satisfied with the 
observation sof his Master. 

“ The turn which His Highness’s observations had taken indicated 
a disposition aud intention the veiy reverse of those counsels 1 had 
wished to inculcate, and to impress upon his mind. It appeared to me, 
therefore, that this was not a fitting time to speak to His Highness as 
I had purposed, and that it would be expedient to postpone this subject 
to a naore suitable occasion.’’ 

Certainly the direct requisition on the subject of roads, ferries, 
and facilities for travelling, pointedly addressed by the Govern- 
ment of India to His Highness in person, would hardly seem to 
have been a measure calculated to promote the free action of the 
Peshear, or to elevate or ingratiate him in the mind of his Master. 
The incident was unfortunate. On the 30th of May 1850, General 
Fraser writes to Lord Dalhousie 

‘ I was happy to hear that your Lordship had recovered your health, 
and that the speculations of the Indian papers in this respect were un- 
founded. A large portion of health and strength will be required to 
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enable yon to fulfil tlio task that yet lies before you ; for the interior 
organisation and iniprovomoxit of India are likely to prove a duty still 
more arduous and onerous than the waging of external wars and the 
coiU|uest of provinces. 

“ Wo arc tolerably quiet now in the hTizam’s country. I have lately 
withdrawn two of the detachments that were out in Berar, but retain 
the third at IMulkapoor, until the authority of the Hizam’s local officers 
there is perfectly established, when I shall withdraw that also. 

Difieivnt opiniiuis arc eniertamed here regarding the capability of 
the Circar to repay us its debt, amounting now to 0,400,000 rupees. 
From wlrat Shuuis-ooI-Oomra and Sooraj-ool-Moolk told meat different 
times, 1 have no reason to suppose that the Nizam still possesses any 
veiy largo amount of private treasure, except in jewels. But still it 
seems to bo tliought that if matters come to extremity, and that the 
Nizam lias to clioose between repaying us the debt or yielding up part 
of his country, he will be able to do the former by means of something 
from liiiuself, and contributions and exactions from others. In the 
meantime, the pecuniary exigencies of the State appear to be supplied 
as far as they arc so at all, by a system of nuzzuranas. Every office, 
every Talook, every command, is sold; though the Poshcar, Rajah 
Ram Buksh, diselaim.s having recourse to theso objectionable means. 

I have received several private, or, rather, secret notes lately ffiom 
il)C Nizam’s brotlier, Mubariz-ood-Dowla, who is confined in the Fort 
oi' Crolconda/ soliciting my interference on his behalf. Bub he earnestly 
em reals me not to allow these communications of his to become known, 
lost his fate should be rendered worse, thus depriving me of an oppor- 
tunity of taking any step to alleviate his condition; which I might 
otherwise bo glad to do. If a better Grovornment were established 
hero, I .should probably propose his liberation, as well as that of most, 
if not all, of the i\[oulavecs and other ponsons who were confined at the 
same time with him in 1839 ; but upon this subject I will not trouble 
you further at present. I may liavo occasion to address Government 
officially regarding it hereafter/' 

During the first half of the year 1850, the Resident had much 
anxious and perp)lexing work to perform, in consequence of the 
Nizam's differences with the Nawah Shums-ool-Oomra, which the 
Re.sident had to reconcile as best he could, and which had arisen 
between His Highness and that nobleman, his near relative, the 
hereditary Commandant of the Household Troops, and in that capa- 
city the ruler, with almost independent jurisdiction, of a very large 


1 pp, 59, 61. 
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estate.^ Very sooiij moreover, after tlio iustallatiou of Pinjah 
Earn Buksli as Pcslicar, tlio Nizam laul begun to manifest 
signs of uneasiness at the manner in which public business was 
carried on, and several times, in conversation with General Fraser, 
expressed himself very strongly to that effect, Imt without the 
Eesident finding it possible, although the opportunity seemed so 
favourable for such an argument, to persuade His Highness that 
the best plan would be to appoint a Dewan with full powers, and 
to place full confidence in him. The Eesident gave every assurance 
within the scope of his instructions that the British authorities 
would watch as carefully as the Nizam himstdf could do, over the 
proceedings of the Minister, and would never tolerate any adminis- 
trative measure on his part that could bo injurious to the State. 
The Nizam could not be persuaded at this tinui to part with what 
he unfortunately conceived to be the substance of ])orsonal ])ower, 
but which, from the impossibility of Ins controlling, or oven com- 
prehending, all the details of executive and finamual procedure, 
was in truth nothing more than the shadow of authority. The 
Nizam more than once inquired, in the course of these interviews, 
as if by way of strengthening his own position, whether Mr. Martin, 
who had been Eesident at Hyderabad from 1825 to 1880, had not 
stated soon after His Highness’s accession to the Musnudin 1829, that 
the Supreme Government of India had fully recognised tlie Nizam's 
prerogative of appointing and dismissing his Dewan and Peshcar. 
General Fraser was, of course, compelled to acknowledge, after the 
many assurances to that effect that had been given to the Nizam, 
and after Lord Dalhousie's declaration that it w'ould be only lost 
labour and folly’’ to press a Dewan in whom we had confidence on 
His Highness,”^ that such a right had been conceded by our Govern- 
ment. And on this very unsatisfactory footing, neither the Nizam 
nor the Eesident having any faith in the capacity or efficiency of 
Eajah Earn Buksh as the nominal head of the administration, the 
afiairs of the Hyderabad State continued to the first week of 
October 1850. 

All that General Fraser could do during the incumbency of 
Eajah Earn Buksh was to remind His Highness of the expectation 

1 With, the permission of the Nizam, however, the comnmnd is now 
divided, and members of the family hold separate divisional charge. 

3 JintCy pp. 268, 273, 



AND SKPARATB jmilSDICTION. 


of tlio (^ovcrmnoiit of Iiulia that the hitcvest of the debt on account 
of advances naide lur the Ooniiii^oicut, then amounting to more 
than half a luillion sterling, would ])e paid regularly; and that the 
muiilhly payment of those troops, for whose discipline the British 
(Jovernmeut was res])oiisi])lc, should be regularly provided for, and 
no more arrears allowed to accumulate. The General was instructed 
to warn the Nizam that in the event of these requirements not 
])eing satislied, the Siipreiue Government of India would most 
certainly not refvaiu much longer from instituting measures both 
I'or its own reimbursement and security, and for protecting the 
interests of those faithful soldiers for whom its own faith was 
virtually ])ledgo{L General Fraser was, furthermore, directed to 
(‘X|)ress the very deep r(\gret with which the Supreme Government 
laid ohsi‘rv(Ml tlie prevailing disorders of the State, and the still 
grc‘aUtr ]K‘rinexity in whi('h they were likely to fall, if the Nizam 
(lid not make a wise extuviso, without delay, of the autliority which 
htdoiiged to him. (}eiiera.l Fraser was desired to report from time 
t(j time the ellect wliicli these communications might have on His 
nighness’s couns(ds. 

On the 2Sth of August 1850, the Assistant Eesident, Captain 
Davidson, by desires of the Eesident, liad an interview with the 
l\\s]icaT, Ihijah Earn Buksh, who stated that he had lately repre- 
sented to His Highness the Nizam, and wished it to be understood 
by General Fraser, that “he could only suggest measures for car- 
rying on the (Soverumeiit and renovating its finances, but must not 
be licld responsible if they failed, since he was entirely deprived 
of the pnw(U’ to give them effect.” Earn Buksh reported also that 
“His Highness hinted that he should shortly pay ten lakhs of 
rupiHjs in cash for the general debt duo to the British Government, 
and pawn jewels for the remaining amount.” “I begged”, says 
Captain Davidson, “ that the Minister would inform me to whom 
His Highness intended pledging his jewels, and if he thought it 
probable the Soucars would really advance money, taking jewels 
as security. He replied, ‘ Not one of them.' I then again asked 
to whom he stti>posed His Highness meant he wmuld pledge them, 
to which the Pesbear replied that he did not know.” 

After this it soon became evident that Eajah Earn Buksh could 
not retain much longer the nominal position of Minister. On the 
7th of October the Eesident was requested by the Nizam to visit 
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His Higliness at tlie Palace. The interview that took place is 
thus described. After the usuiil preliiiiiiiaiy inquiries after the 
Governor-Generars health, and regarding the approaching visit of 
the Commander “in-Chief to Hyderabad, a considerable pause 
ensued.” 

“ The Nizam then renewed the conversation. He said he wished to 
confer with me on the affairs of the country. Pie commenced, as is 
not unusual with him, with a history of the relations subsisting between 
the two Governments ; and gave me a long account of the aiil afforded 
by his grandfather, Nizam AH Klian, in our wars with Tippoo, wlien 
he sent down a large force to Seriiigapatain under command of Secuiuler 
Jali; and again, afterwards, in our second and last war wii-h that 
Prince, when a largo force was sent from licnco under command of 
Meer Allum, and assisted in the capture of Scringapatani. He spoke 
of -Lord Harris’s repeated acknowledgment of the value of this co- 
operation. 

“ He then touched more briefly on subsequent events, and the inti- 
mate political connection between the two Govcimmcnts — it being 
apparently his object in these remarks to impress upon my mind a full 
recollection of the friendly and cordial alliance that had always sub- 
sisted between them, 

“ Ho then proceeded to the subject of Rajah Bam Buksh’s administra- 
tion, which ho censured in the severest terms, and told nio repeatedly that 
theBajahliad quite deceived him, and had falsified the promises he had 
made when ho was appointed Poshcar. He alluded to the objection I had 
then offered to the appointment, and to the personal responsibility lio 
had taken upon himself for the <;onsequonce. But tlio jn-omiso to 
advance sixty lakhs of rupees for the exigoncios of the State laid bceu, 
he said, entirely violated ; as was another — the Nizam added — which 
the Poshcar had made him at the same time, though His Highness had 
not before communicated it to mo, to furnish witlmut fail fifty lakhs of 
rupees a year for the pay of the Contingent. 

“ The Nizam then took a note out of his pocket, which he requested 
me to read. This note conveyed a promise, expressed in few and 
decided terms, to furnish fifty lakhs of rupees per annum for the pay 
of the Contingent. His Highness then desired me to look at the seal, 
which I did, and saw upon it the words ‘ Bajah Earn Buksh Bahadur’. 
Upon returning it to the Nizam, I said, ‘ Tlie Peshcar promises Ixere to 
furnish fifty lakhs of rupees for the Contingent, but the pay of the 
Contingent is not forty lakhs of rupees a year.’ To this the Nizam 
replied, ^ He meant the pay of the Contingent whatever it might be, 
more or less.’ 

, His Highness then continued for a considerable time to descant on 
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i.ho luinierous delinquencies of Eajali Ram IBuksli, among wliicli he 
enunicratcd particularly his having entertained, without authority, 
iroops lo the extent oi iiftcon lakhs of rupees per annum. 

io wliat purpose, I asked, were these troops entertained? Was it 
lud. for the boiieht of the State? ‘For his own,’ the !N^izam imme- 
diate!} replied, with an angry look which indicated the resentment he 
felt at the injury tlius inflicted on his Government. 

l Ue other instance ol misconduct he j)articularly mentioned w'as 
his fading either to take any measures for liquidating the debt due to 
tlK‘ Company, or for regularly disbursing the pay of the Contingent. 
I pon this last point. His liighncss dwelt at considerable length. He 
stated that he had ahvays considered it of primary importance, as the 
pa} jueiit to be first made, and in prcf(a*eiicc to all others. Ho obsei'ved 
that ^Malnirajah Chuudoo Lall had repeatedly impressed upon his mind 
the importance of maintaining the Contingent and regularly paying it, as 
an indispensable means of preserving the peace and tranquillity of the 
country. 

Ills Highness spoke warmly on this subject, repeated his sense of 
th(‘ value of the amvices of this Force, and did not drop the slightest 
Jiiiit that lie considered the Contingent cither an unnecessary burden 
upon his finances, or othei'wiso than a valuable body of ti'oops which 
ought at all hazards to be maintained, 

“ He terminated a long explanation of what he considered the mis-^ 
conduct of the Pcslicar, by informing me that he had determined to 
dismiss him from his oflice, and requested me to inform the Governor- 
Ihuierul (.»f all that he had said on this subject. 

“ Ihe iSizani then I’cmaining quiet for some time, I broke the silence 
by raying, ‘ Has your Highness come to any decision regarding a 
successor to Jtujah Itam Huksh?’ To this he replied, ‘I have this 
subject in ouneidoration, and shall let yon know the result.’ He 
mentioned five days us the time within which he might have occasion 
again to see me on this point. 

“ I inquired to whom he desired me to address myself on current 
affairs of business pending ultimate aiTangcments. He said I might 
address my notes, as formerly, to Amjud-ool-Moolk. 

“ His Highness then adverted to the debt due to our Government, 
and after again blaming the Peshcar severely for having deceived biro 
on the subject, he begged me to infoim the Governor-General that he 
pledged his word for the payment of thirty lakhs of rupees in fifty 
da}’s from this date, and the remainder in two years by gradual instal- 
ments. 

“ I replied that I should not fail to communicate his wishes to the 
Governor-General, but added that under the intimation of his Lord- 
ship’s intention, as formerly communicated to His Highness, that the 
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whole debt should be ]'aid by the end of this year, I could by no means 
take upon myself to express au opinion that his proposal would bo 
assented to. To this His Hio*hnoss observt'd, ‘I trust to you. You 
know the condition of this Government. You are the friend of botli 
Governments, and it is your office to maintain the friendly feeling that 
subsists between us. I rely with confidenco on the representation 
you will make to the Governor-General.’ 

“I then inquired whether I was to understand that besides this 
proposed mode of liquidating the debt due to us, the pay of the Con- 
tingent would be furnished withont fail regular I}'- every month. To 
which he replied, ‘ Certainly, it should be so.’ 

“ His Highness, after this, observed that there was another cominuiii- 
cation he wished me to make to the Governor-General, namely tliat he 
gave his solemn word that in 1,200 dayKS from tliis time he would so 
regulate the affairs of his Government that no fault should bo found 
in it ; and that if in this respect ho failed, we might impose on him 
such conditions as %vo pleased, to which he would not demur. He 
repeated this two or three times, and the particular period specified 
being rather remarkable, I paid attention to the terms in which he 
expressed it, which were both ‘twelve hundred days’, and ‘one 
thousand two hundred days’, as if he attached some mysterious or 
superstitious importance to this particular period. He very distinctly 
repeated more than once, ‘ If I do not fulfil my word, you may impose 
your own conditions, I will acquiesce in them.’ 

“ I took my leave in the usual way, impressed, as I have not mi- 
frequently been on former occasions, with the striking discrepancy 
between the Nizam’s apparent good sense and good feeling in conver- 
sation, and the weakness and nni’casonableness that frequently seem 
afterwards to characterise the acts of bis Government. And I feel 
that attributing the disposition and the degree of capacity to the Nizam 
that I have so often done, it may seem unintelligible to the Govern- 
ment of India that I cannot influence him to act somewhat more in 
conformity with' the judiciou.s tendency of what he says. 1 must 
therefore say a few words in explanation of what may seem a failure 
in my public conduct. 

“The Nizam laboured under the defects of a total want of ex- 
perience of human character, and in the management of public affairs 
and men, until he came forward for the first time in the capacity of a 
ruler and administrator after tbe death of Eajab Chnndoo Lall. 

“He is absolutely inaccessible to tbe British Resident at Hyderabad, 
except upon rare and formal occasions, and be guards with singular 
and jealous care against all familiar communication between the 
Resident and the Nobles of bis Court. It will appear scarcely credible 
that although I have been here for some years, I have never once seen, 
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aiul mnc'b less liad anj personal intercourse with, most of the persons 
'whose names are constantly mentioned to me, and often appear in my 
dt'spatchos, — as, for example, Knjali Bal IMookund, Iktidar Jang, Meer 
Tina in, the Duftur-wallas, and others, who are known to be the Nizam’s 
inosi eonlidentinl advisers, and whom he secs and converses with most 
habit unlly. These persons live in the City, and like most of the other 
IShdiles of the State, never leave it. When I myself go into the City, 
which I do only to wait upon tire Nizam, or occasionally to visit the 
IVIi Ulster for the time being, these men are invisible, and seem to be 
carefully out of my sight, fur I cannot attribute it to accident 
ihi\\> my eye ha,s never yet fallen on them. 

To all ibis may be added that it is not a small correction here, or 
a rein(‘dy for particuhir abuses there, or the reorganisation of any 
particular Department that is wanted, bnt a total change in the 
exist iiig system, and substitution in lieu thereof, of a comprehensive 
K(*hoiue of rational administration, for which the Nizam’s mind, not- 
w ithst-anding the favourable qualities I attribute to it, is quite unpre- 
]Kired. lie is singularly tenacious of the ancient forms and customs 
of Governniont observed by liis ancestors, and conld not easily be 
induced to consent to that large deviation from them which the actual 
ci rcumstances require 

But although the Nizam, -secluded as he was, and fenced round 
with oiicpiette, could not be “easily” induced to consent to the 
nocessaiy changes and sacrifices. General Fraser was always con- 
that liis consemt could have been obtained through the 
medium of a Dewaii, strengthened by the avowed support of our 
Government, and in constant and authorised association with the 
British liesidcuL And the Nizam’s good sense and good feel- 
ing, ami the judicious tendency of some of his remarks on this 
ucension, wttre calculated to confirm the views which the Eesident 
urged in vain on our Government. 

In the last quarter of 1850 the General had much trouble in 
settling, by his own authority, aided by the investigations of a 
(hurt of Inqxnry, and supported by tlie decisive judgment of the 
Cfoveraor-Geneial, a series of disputes between some of the superior 
fdlicers of the Contingent at the cantonment of Ellichpore, one 
of them being his own valued friend, Brigadier Colin Mackenzie. 
(Jne subject of difference arose out of the expulsion from the town 
of Ellichpore, by Brigadier Mackenzie’s order, of a banker of con- 
siderable wealth and high i)osition named Kishen Dass, on the 
ground of his having given a fraudulent or corrupt verdict as pre- 
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sidcnt of a riinchayut or jury of arbitration. The Resident 
reversed this order on appeal, after full consideration of the case 
on its merits. The Brigadier then claimed, under tlie regulations 
laid down for military bazars, the absolute right of expelling any 
person “of bad character’* from the cantonment of Elliclipore. 
The Eesident explained that the i*egulations for keeping disorderly 
characters out of military bazars were never intended to apply to 
persons of tlie social standing of tlie lui nicer, Kislien Dass. The 
Brigadier had taken upon himself to suspend compliance with the 
Eesident’s orders, and requested that the whole correspondence 
might be submitted to the Governor-(}eneral. Witli tliis request 
General Fraser at once complied, finding fault at the same time 
witli Brigadier Alackenzie’s “ disputatious and disrespectful style”, 
and requiring the immediate rcadmission of Ivislien Dass to his 
house and place of business. It is to this unpleasant affair that 
Lord Dalhousie refers in the following letter : — 

“ Camp, October 1st, 1850. 

“My dear General Fraser, — I am sorry to see that your Briga- 
diers have begun to squabble. I have replied, fully supporting your 
decision. Your orders ought to be final on such questions, and I shall 
at all times desire to maintain them fully. 

“ I have not adverted to the tone of the correspondence, because 
your authority should bo sufficioat to deal with that. Brigadiers must 
keep civil tongues in their heads, as well as other people ; and I have 
no doubt that you will establish that doctrine in this case. 

“ Dr. Walker’s death makes a vacancy. I have made no appoint- 
ment till I hear from you, lost I should get into more scrapes. Let me 
know whether you wish your son-in-law, Dr. Bell, to be named. 

“ Believe me, yours very truly, 

“ Dalhousie.” 

Here is the General’s answer : — 

“ Hyderabad, 18th October 1850. 

“ Mt Lord, — I had yesterday the pleasure to receive your Lordship’s 
letter of the 1st instant, and beg to say what, perhaps, I ought to have 
said sooner, that, if not inconsistent with any other application you 
may have received, or with any presumed promise, or with any one of 
the numerous circumstances by which Governors-General sometimes 
find themselves hampered in the distribution of patronage, I shall be 
glad to see Dr. Bell nominated to the vacancy occasioned by Dr. 
Walker’s death. 
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“ r most' sniccToIy regi’ot the strange tnrnwhicli Mackenzie has taken, 
snhrorsivo of evei*y thing like even decent subordination; for as I had 
already every respect for him before he came into the Nizam’s Army, 
so I was tally prepared to act with him in the most cordial and friendly 
manner. His last letter accuses me of ‘ illegality’ ; but Heaven knows 
wherein the illegality consists. I have been perfectly unable to fiad it 
out, as have been eqnally my Military Secretary, Johnston, and the 
Judge Advocate, McGoun, who study, perhaps more attentively than 
I do, the rules and regulations of the Nizam’s Army, and the extent of 
my authority. In directing that the individual named Kishen Dass 
should bo allowed to return to Bllichpore, I merely did what I consi- 
dered to he an act of justice; and if I had nob done so, T should have 
been htinded up hij him to the Supreme Government, and probably to 
the Court of Directors. ]\[y Military Secretary, who was an intimate 
friend of Mackenzie, wrote him two or three private letters, suggesting 
to him a more rational line of conduct than that he was pursuing. 
Bnt lii.s endeavours were fruitless, and he has discoiibinued them. 

“ The Nizam has as yet appointed no Minister, nor does it seem cer- 
tain thutlio will appoint one at all. But all is uncertainty, and he may 
appoint one to-morrow. It is a wretched position in which the Resi- 
dent is placed lici'C, but tliere is no help for it. Forcible interference 
or nH.surnpfcion of power would not be justifiable; and fx‘oni anything 
short of it, in the shape of mere advice and suggestions, I have long 
since abandoned any hope of success. 

“ T remain, my Lord, 

“ Your very sincere and faithful servant, 

“J. S. Fhasbr. 

“ To the MarquivS of Dalhousie, K.T., etc., etc., etc., Simla.” 

The next letter does not indicate much hope in the Eesident’s 
mind as to any spontaneous improvement in the Nizam's affairs. 

“ Hyderabad, 5th Novemljer 1850. 

‘‘ My Lord, — There is yet no Minister appointed here. It is reported 
that the Nizam expects the British Government will excuse him the 
debt he owes us altogether, and Bajah Ram Buksh has sent me 

a private message that Mr. has lately gone secretly into 

the City at night, and has had an interview with one of the Nizam’s 
most confidential servants. Perhaps they are asking his advice, for 
they have a great opinion of his cleverness and power of getting people 
out of scrapes as well as into them. This poor man is very old, infirm, 
and almost blind ; but he appears to be still as deeply imbued as ever 
with the spirit of intrigue. What I am now stating to your Lordship 
privately, it would be my duty, if it could be proved, to report 
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officially, as the Court of Dii'cctors long' ago positively and repeatedly 

prohibited Mr. from having any connnuui cation with the Nizam 

or his Court.” 

Here is the next letter from Lord Dalhousie, marking tlie ter- 
mination of the painful incident in the disciplinary control of the 
Contingent that has already been mentioned. 

Camp, Hoshiarpore, November Sth, 1850, 

“ My dear Genewal Fraser, — I have directed that Dr. Bell should 
be put in orders as posted to the Cavalry Regiment. 

“Brigadier iMuckcnzie’s conduct is extraordinary and quite unac- 
countable. He is quite in the wrong as to tlie merits of Kishcii Dass’s 
case, and if he were as right as he is wrong, his mode of advocating 
his cause could not be tolerated for a moment, I have sent him a most 
severe censure to-day through you. He shall be written to privately, in 
order that he may comprehend that he must either guide himself dif- 
ferently or go. He is an excellent soldier and a good man, but he must 
observe his place if he wishes to keep it. 

“Your letters have been most temperate and considerate — indeed, 
beyond what Mackenzie deserves. I hope you will have no further 
trouble on this head. 

“ Believe me, yours sincerely, 

“ Dalhousie.” 

The correspondence terminated with a letter from Brigadier 
Mackenzie, dated the 5tli of November 1850, which the General, 
in forwarding it to Government, declared to be “ satisfactory, and 
honourable to the good feeling and calmer judgment of that 
officer.” 

The Government and the Oommander-in-Chief of Madras were 
desirous, towards the close of 1850, to reduce the numbers of the 
Subsidiary Force at Secunderabad in the course of a general redis- 
tribution of the Madras Army ; but the Resident strongly opposed 
this measure, as being inconsistent with the terms of the Treaty of 
1800 ; and although the intervention of the Governor-General did 
not become necessary, the next letter shows that it would have 
been exercised in accordance with General Fraser's opinion, had a 
reference been required. 

“ Camp, Buttala, Nov. lOtli, 1850. 

“My dear General Fraser, — I have received your letter of the 
31st ult. You were very right not to let yourself be weakened at 
present, and I have no doubt the Commander-in- Chief will see the 
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propriot-y of your views. Of course I shall do nothing which could 
possibly render a force necessary or prudent without giving you ample 
notice. 

“On the question of the debt, and the course to be adopted, I shall 
ad.lress you very soon. 

“ Believe me, yours very truly, 

. “ Dalhousie.” 

As the. month of December commenced, there seemed little 
prospect of the debt due to the British Government being liqui- 
dattul by tlie Nizam by the end of the month — the term which 
Lord Dalhoiisie liad laid down as that which was to be followed, 
in cast' of default, by a demand for territorial security. On the 
Ibtli of Decomher Sooraj-ool-Moolk waited on the Resident, by 
dt‘sire of the Nizam, to represent the financial embarrassments of 
the 8tat(‘, as well as the impossibility of obtaining a loan from the 
So Hears, and to request that some further delay might be allowed 
in the payment of the debt. He specifiecl twelve lakhs of rupees 
])er annum as the amount that His Highness would stipulate to 
])ay as instalments to clear off the whole debt. The General gave 
a \^crbal answer to the effect that he should communicate His 
Highness's wishes to the Governor-General, but holding out no 
hope that the Government of India would depart from its re- 
solution. 

After some more communications with Sooraj-ool-Moolk, Gene- 
ral Fraser waited upon the Nizam in the forenoon of the 22nd of 
December, at His Highness's encampment on the borders of the 
Hoossain Saugor tank, or lake, at the distance of about two and a 
half inile.s from the Residency. The General says : — 

“ I waited upon him accordingly at eleven o'clock, and he received 
me under a shamiyana^ in front of a large Durbar tent, with the view 
directly before us of the Hoossain Saugor tank, and the cantonment of 
Secunderabad on the opposite bank. His reception of me was con- 
ducted in a manner never observed before. When I waited upon him 
in his own Palace in the City, both His Highness and myself are 
always seated on the fiooi', but on the present occasion I found that two 
chairs were placed for us, on one of which His Highness sat, and I on 
the other, close to him. 

^‘The substitution of chairs for a seat on the floor may, perhaps, 
have been occasioned by a remark which I made soon after the Com- 

1 A canopy. 
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mandei'-in- Chief ’s arrival hero, that if an interview took place between the 
I^’izam and His Excellency, I considered it desirable that the usual 
mode of my reception, which I thought objectionable in two or three 
respects, should be departed from in fivour of one more suitable to the 
rank and station of the Commander-in-Chief. 

“ The Hizam detained me for an hour and a half, and no other 
person was present. The first half-hour was passed in ordinary 
conversation ; and His Highness then gmdually brouglit forward the 
subject on which he had desired to confer with me, which was simply 
that of urging me, by every argument in liis power, to recommend to 
the Grovernor- General the acceptance of his proposition regarding the 
mode of liquidating the debt due to the British Government. He 
dwelt on the long fnendsliip of his family and State, on tlio immense 
difficulties with which he had to contend, and on the impossibility of 
raising any more loans from the Soncars, as had been done in the time 
of Chnndoo Lalh He observed that he had still jewels to the value of 
one and a quarter crore of rupees; but I, of course, held out no 
encouragement to him to suppose that the British Government would 
take any part in any transaction founded on such security. 

“ I informed His Highness that it wOuld be my duty to communicate 
all that he had said, but that I had no reason to hope that the Gover- 
nor-General would recede from the resolution he had expressed; and 
that, with every wish to avoid taking any step that would be disagree- 
able to His Highness’s feelings, I could not do otherwise, on receiving 
the instructions of the Government of India, which I had every reason 
to expect within the next six or seven days, than act in conformity 
with them. 

His Highness then asked, and in the coui*s0 of a few minutes 
repeated the question several times, what other instructions I could 
receive except that of demanding payment of the money he owed us. 

“ I replied that I could not tell of what nature my instructions would 
be, but that immediately on their arrival their purport should be made 
known to His Highness. 

I told His Highness I was afraid that he was not fully informed as 
to the real state of his country, and that I must beg permission to tell 
him that it was in a very disorderly condition, for which I could per- 
*ceive no other possible remedy than the appointment of an able and 
active Minister. 

His Highness replied that he was sensible of the truth of what I 
had said, and that^he proposed to appoint a Peshcar, with an understand- 
ers'? however, that nothing should be done by him without previous 
•communication to His Highness himself. 

‘‘When I spoke of the present disorderly condition of the Berar 
•country, the Hizam remarked tihat this was, in a great measure, owing 
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to tliG number of Roliillas whom the British Government had allowed 
to dock into his dominions from Bhopal and other surrounding dis- 
tricts, and requested me to send an order immediately on my retuim 
homo to the officer commanding the Ellichpore Division, to move with 
a party of the Contingent against Gholam Hassan Khan, the present 
actual holder of the jaghirc of Ellichpore, and remove him from the 
station he occupies, and which he refuses to resign. 

“ I replied that this had been forbidden by the Supreme Government, 
in consequence of the Ellichpore dispute having arisen from pecuniary 
transactions of which the Government could not approve. 

‘‘ To this His Highness remarked that neither pecuniary transactions 
nor nuzzuraiias had anything to do with the case ; but he could not 
convince me of this, and I therefore avoided pursuing the discussion, 
and the subject gradually dropped* 

“The Nizam terminated the conversation in the same spirit in which 
he had commenced it, trusting that the indulgence of delay in the 
payment of the debt would be granted; desiring me to inform the 
Governor- General that the Sovereign of this country, after the most 
intimate and fidendly connection with the British Government of more 
than half a century, had been reduced to the necessity of earnestly 
soliciting that consideration, which he trusted could not be denied 
him.’^ 

In January 1851 General Eraser again strongly recommended 
that the Nizam should be "urgently pressed, in terms which, 
though expressed in a friendly tone, would scarcely admit of 
denial, to appoint a Dewan— not a Peshcar, whose recognised 
position is entirely different from that of a Dewan— with such 
full powers as would enable him to enter on the administration of 
the country, unimpeded by those obstacles which Sooraj-ool-Moolk 
and Shums-ool-Oomra lately experienced during the short tenure 
of office respectively held by them.” 

On the 2Sth of January General Fraser again had a private 
interview with the Nizam. His Highness, notwithstanding the 
confident assurances so recently given, had paid up to the end of 
December 1850 no portion of the Contingent debt, which then 
amounted to upwards of seventy lakhs of Hyderabad rnpeesJ 
The General addressed the Nizam in the plainest and most 
direct terms, and fully explained to him the actual state of his 
country, telling His Highness that he was " kept in ignorance of 

I Exactly, Hyd. Bs. 70,77,416 : 2 : 4. 
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these facts by the interested persons whom lie habituall}' admitteti 
to his presence”. 

“His Highness listened to mo throughout with patience' and catten- 
tiou, but, I regret to say, not with that advantage which I had ven- 
tured, though not very confidently, to anticipate. With respect to tlie 
debt, he said it was impossible for him to promise more than he had 
already done, nnmely, to pay us twelve lakhs of rupees a year of the 
capital, besides interest, and occasionally such additional sums as cir- 
cumstances might enable him to furnish. 

“ I repeated what I said during our previous in ter view, tliat undt'r 
this arrangement it would require six j^ears to liquidalc the debt, which 
I was satisfied would not answer the purpose of the Government of 
India, and I adverted to the engagement he had already fiiiled to 
accomplish, to pay thirty lakhs of rupees within filly days from the 8th 
of October last. 

“ He said that he had boon cruelly deceived and disappointed by the 
Soucars with whom arrangements had been made and, lie thought, 
completed, for a loan at that time ; and that ho could not take upon 
himself to pay off more than the twelve lakhs a year. 

“I dwelt at considerable length on the absolute necessity of having 
a Minister at the seat of Government, possessed of ability to rule the 
country, and of sufficient decision of character to cause His Highness’s 
authority to be respected. 

“ His Highness replied, as he did in my last interview on the 24th 
ultimo, that he would appoint a Peshcar before the end of the month, 
which, as this is the 22nd of the Mohammedan month of Rabi-ul- 
awwal, would be within a few days. 

“ I then told His Highness distinctly, that if by a Peshcar he meant 
a person whose only duty it was to collect the revenue and look after 
the finances of State, it was by no means sufficient, and that a Minister 
was required, vested with fall powers, and competent to superintend 
and command every department of the State. 

“ ‘ Whether I appoint a Peshcar or a Dewan’, the Hizam rejoined, 

‘ he will have the full powers you allude to; but ho must inform me of 
everything he does, and always act with my permission.’ 

“ I then made His Highness clearly understand that this was not 
what I meant by being vested with fall powers ; and that if his Minister 
could act only under the unceasing control of His Highness, and be 
liable to constant opposition from the self-interested persons who are 
known to rule His Highness’s counsels, the appointment might as well 
not be made at all. 

“ Referring once more to the appointment of a Dewan, the Hizam 
remarked that the salary of this office was very great, being three 
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lakhs oi' rupees a year, or 25,000 rupees a month ; and he seemed dis- 
posed to inter that this particular appointment was objectionable on 
that account. 

“To this 1 replied that, in my opinion, as I had once before stated to 
His Highness, an allowance of 25,000 rupees was too much, and that 
I thought 10,000 rupees per mensem would be sufficient remuneration 
for tliis oifice. 

“His Highness rejoined that there were many expenses connected 
with the situation hesidos those of a merely personal nature. 

“ I c^uiihl, in short, obtain no definite or explicit promise from the 
Nizam on the subject of a Dewan, and it seemed to me that the objects 
of my interview had entirely failed. I told him so, and begged him 
that, instea-d of allowing me to report to Government what had then 
passed between us, ho would give a little more calm consideration, and 
favour mo with a reply in the course of to-mori’ow, or whenever he 
judged most convenient, through the medium of Syfe Jung Bahadur, 
or any other person. 

“ * What is the use of having recourse to these mediums ?’ His 
Highness .said ; * you are the best medium.’ 

“ I uudci*stood from this that he wished me to consider what he had 
said as final, and I therefoi’e said, ‘ I have never had an interview with 
Your Highness of which I regret the result so much. It has not been 
satisfactory, and will not be satisfactory, to the Government of India. 
It has been attended with no advantage.’ 

“ ‘ That’, replied the Nizam, with a faint smile, ‘ will depend upon 
your advocacy. I rely upon it.’ 

“ Your letter was still in my hand, and I said to His Highness, ‘ This 
letter contains advice, and a preliminary intimation from the Govern* 
ment ot India ; but, unless I greatly err, it will be the last of this 
character. My next communication will, I am persuaded, contain 
neither advice nor suggestion, but a resolved decision. I have dis- 
charged my duty, and the responsibility of whatever may happen here- 
after rests with Your Highness, not with me.’ Immediately after this 
i bowed and took leave.” 

The ** resolved decision” was being prepared for announcement 
and execution, not without scruples and misgivings in Lord Dal- 
housie’s mind, as will be seen from his reply to the following 
letter from General Fraser. 

“Hyderabad, 30th January 1851. ’ 

“ Mt Loed, — I duly received your letter of the 6th instant, to which 
I shall reply moi'e particularly in the course of a few days, as well as 
to the latter part of the official letter under date the 4th instant. In 
the meantime I send a copy of the little outline anap, formerly trans- 
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mitted, wliicli you mention lias been mislaid. I find, upon more 
minute investigation, that the amount of revenue thei‘eiii assigned to 
the different Talooks is much overrated. I shall send up the most 
correct accounts attainable, both of the revenue as it was under good, 
or at least tolerable, management, and what it is now, or was in 1258 
Fuslee — 1848-49. I am still of opinion that Bcrar Payen Ghat and 
Bera Bala Ghat will be the best districts for our purpose, but to this 
we must now add the Circar of Dowlutabad. 

“ The whole case regarding this country is by no means an easy one, 
and I shall perhaps consider it my duty to take a somewhat more 
extensive view of the subject than merely that which is referred to in 
the official letter of the 4th. If we arc to do anything at all for the 
benefit of this unfortunate Kizam, wc must speak plainly — courteously, 
and in as friendly a tone as circumstances may admit, so as to give no 
just cause of offence or complaint, but still in such a way as cannot be 
mistaken. 

‘‘ I remain, my Lord, 

Yours very faithfully and obediently, 

‘‘tT. S. Praser. 

‘‘ To the Most Noble the Marquis of Dalhousie, K.T., 
Governor-General of India.’’ 

Here is the answer : — 

“ Camp, February 20th, 1851. 

“My dear General, — have had the pleasure of receiving your 
letter of 30th ult., and the first official letter. 

“ I will not trouble you now further than to say that you took the 
right tone in your interview with the Nizam. You say ‘we must 
speak plainly’. We have been doing that surely for a good while past. 
But speaking, I fear, will do no good ; and when we come to act, or 
wish to do so, there is an inconvenient piece of parchment barring the 
way, which His Highness will not set aside, and which I am not 
inclined to break through. Hence we are stationary. Undesirable as 
that attitude may be, I do not see — nor, I think, can you point out — any 
remedy for it but time, which will bring a cure for this, as it does for 
all other ills, 

“ Believe me, my dear General, 

“ Yours sincerely, 

“ Dalhousie.” 

In the recently published memoir of General Colin Mackenzie 
an extract is given of a private letter from Lord Dalhousie, dated 
12th September 1852, which harmonises very closely with what is 
said in the latter part of the above letter. The Governor-General, 
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referring to tlic iinsatis factory administration of tlie Nizam's 
dominions, says : As for taking the country, I fervently hope it 
will not he taken in iny time, at least. Treaties can^’t he torn np 
like old newspapers, you kiiow.”^ 

In the following two letters General Fraser explains to the 
Governor-General what he means by “ speaking plainly^', but 
“ courteously”, to the Nizam, “in a friendly tone”, giving “no just 
cause of ofleiice”, but “in such a way as cannot be mistaken”. It 
will shortly he seen how different a “tone” was assumed by Lord 
Dalhousie, — liow far from “ friendly”, how far from “ courteous”, 
how certain to give “ offence”, and how “ mistaken” in its main 
doctrine. 

“ Hyderabad, 12fch March 1851. 

“ Mv Lota>, — As Brigadier Beatson has at length ofiGlcially announced 
his iiitontion of returning to England, the temporary command of the 
Cavalry Division has necessarily devolved upon the next senior officer, 
Captain Commandant Yates. I enclose an extract from the Confiden- 
tial Review and Inspection Report of the 5th Nizam’s Cavalry, which 
I Ixavo just received from Brigadier Beatson, as it may lead your 
Lordship to appoint, with as little loss of time as may conveniently be 
practicable, a permanent successor to this command. 

“ I have had the pleasure to receive your Lordship’s note of the 
20th ult., at the end of which you observe that you do not see, nor 
think that I can point out, any remedy for the difficulties and stationary 
attitude in which we are now placed at Hyderabad. 

“ I think that a letter from your Lordship to the Nizam, of the sub- 
joined purport, might be attended with some advantageous result, 
though I am far from alleging that it certainly would be so. It might 
he worth while, I think, to make the attempt, and I perceive in it no 
violation of treaty or good fiiith, or exhibition of any principle that a 
British Government need be ashamed to avow. 

“ * The disorganised state of affairs in your Highness’s 
dominions has now reached such an extent that your Government 
is on the brink of ruin, and the moment appears to be approaching 
when yoar independence as a Sovereign Prince will he extinguished, 
not hy any foreign enemy or pressure from without, but by the force 
of circumstances arising from internal misgovernment. 

** ^ Your country is irretrievably oppressed with debt. Your Irregular 
Troops are frequently mutinying for want of pay, while many thou^^ 
of them continue a useless burden to the State, who might, with the 
utmost advantage, he disbanded. A long-continued system of mis- 

X StOTTriB oand StMshir^ &f a Soldier^s Life GfiJU-V voL iL 77. 
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mauagement lias cUmmishcd the public rov“cuiie wliicli once placed 
HyJei’abad on a pai* with the most powerful and richest States of 
India, to an amount whicli docs not now sulHco for the cun’oiit 
expenses of the Government. Commei’ce is almost annihilated by the 
weight of those taxes that are imposed upon it, either by the (Govern- 
ment itself, or those inferior offieci'S and other subjects of the Govern- 
ment who arrogate to tliemseh'os a right to levy taxes which is neither 
authoi'isod nor ought to be allowed. 

“ ‘ Roads and means of communication, the first want of a civilised 
country, are in a deficient and degraded condition througliout the 
greatest part of youi* dominions; for such are the necessities of the 
State that the amount which it has been found possible to appropriate 
to their construction or repair is altogether insufiiciont for the end 
proposed. The frequency of complaint indicates great defects in the 
administration of justice, and constant highway robberies afford 
abundant proof that the ancient Police system of the country has been 
neglected and discontinued. Your country is overrun with foreign 
mercenary troops, of w'hom the Ai’abs alone are now counted by 
thousands, who exclude your natural-boxm subjects from that employ- 
ment and service under the Government they have a right to expect, 
and have acquired an influence and authority which is beyond your 
power to control. The absence of an efficient Executive Government 
at Hyderabad has produced the inevitable consequence that your 
authority is but little respected at the capital, and is altogether disre- 
garded in the provinces. 

‘ To what can all this lead, or leather to what has it already led, but 
to the imminent ruin and extinction of your Sovereignly ? I entreat 
you to reflect upon this state of affairs ; exercise your own unbiassed 
judgment, uninfluenced by the false representations of a party and the 
evil suggestions of those who have not the good of the State, but solely 
the furtherance of their own interested ends, in view. 

“ ‘ I address you as the oldest and most faithful Ally of the British 
Government in India ; as one whose power, political station, and inde- 
pendence I am desirous to maintain, rather than see them undergo 
that fate with which they are threatened, of being for ever iri'ecover- 
ably lost. There is but one way in which the object I have thus at 
heart can be attained, and I propose it to you with a preliminary and 
explicit understanding that it is competent to you to accede to or 
decline it. Assent to an act of wisdom is now in your power. In a 
short time nothing will be left to you but the fatal consequence of 
having rejected it. 

“ ^ The only certain and effectual way of escaping the danger with 
which you are threatened will be to place your country, for a certain 
and defined number of years, under the exclusive management of the 
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British (Tovorumoiit, to be restored at the expiration of that term 

yoiir lliglnicss’s free and sovereign power. 

‘ If :it that- time it shall appear expedient that a modification of onr 
exiw<iing political relations is necessary, with a view to the maintenance 
of your State, and your position as a Sovereign Prince and Ally of the 
British (Joveriiment, and to prevent a recurrence of the dangerous 
predicament in which you are now placed, that expediency will bo 
reiKUfred the subject of a friendly negotiation, wdiich may lead to the 
adopt ion of ulterior nicasui'cs of arrangement and permanent security. 

“ ‘ I beg your Higliuess to remark distinctly that I perceive no remedy 
short, nf that which I have explained which may surely liberate you 
fr(,)m your present heavy embarrassments and imminently impending 
dangci*. 1 regard your adoption of the plan I have now placed before 
your view as the only certain and effectual means by which you may 
ultimately secure your independence and the recovery of that power 
which, in the vain attempt to govern the country yourself, without the 
intc‘rvention of a Minister, you have allowed to escape from your 
hands. 1 will not deceive you by allowing you to suppose that I 
consider any other arrangement than that above explained sufficient to 
attaiTi the object in view, for you have so long disregarded my advice 
to Jippoint «and maintain in office an efficient Dewan, who might, hy a 
weiUregulated system of management, and acting in cordial co-operation 
with the Officer who represents the British Government at your High- 
ness’s Court, have rescued your country from the state of disorganisation 
into whicli it has fallen, that I believe your existing embarrassments to 
be m)\v irretrievable, excepting by the means I have pointed out, and 
whicli it depends upon your Highness to adopt or decline as your own 
unfettered judgment may dictate. 

** ‘ Whatever the consequences of your resolution in this respect may 
be, they will rest with yourself. I have discharged the duty of a 
friend.’ 

** This is but an outline, or rough framework, of what might be said, 
and I have not alluded in it to the important fact of our being on the 
point of curtailing the Hizam of nearly a third of his dominions, 
whatever his resolution may be regarding a temporary cession of the 
whole of them to us ; although this might, of course, be done with 
advantage, as it would be eminently confirmatory of the other argu- 
ments bronglit forward. What might be said on this part of the 
subject is moi’C particularly referred to in my public letter of the 4th 
February last. 

Our right to demand a part of the Hizam’s conntry, to repay the 
debt he owes us, I consider quite undoubted, whether he likes it or 
not ; and, therefore, I should never think of alluding to his assent to 
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that part of the question, or to the contingency of his opposing to it 
anything like positive dissent. 

‘‘ I remain, my Lord, with great respect, 

“ Your very faithful and obedient servant, 

“ J. S. Fraser.” 


‘‘ Hyderabad, 14th March 1851. 

‘‘ My Lord, — I concluded my letter yesterday hastily, not to be too 
late for the tappal,^ or I should have taken the liberty of adding this 
further remark, that however unlikely it might be that the suggested 
proposal to the Hizam should be attended with success, or receive his 
assent, it might at least be of some use to the British Government 
itself hereafter, by its proving that we had not absolutely confined 
ourselves to the security of our own pecuniary interests, but that in 
doing so we had plainly warned him of the general state of his country, 
and adopted the only means to save him from the ruin it portended, — 
a consummation likely to be hastened by the very measure of our 
securing the repayment of the debt due to us, our right to do which 
no one can contest. The bare and isolated fact of our merely securing 
the attainment of our own just demand might still be charactei'ised by 
the opponents of the Government as being harsh and inconsistent with 
our profession of friendship for the Hizam, in as far as it obviously 
tended to precipitate his downfall. The risk of this anticipated 
objection is removed by our being able to show that we had placed it 
in his power not only to avert his downfall, but to secure and perpe- 
tuate that sovereign independence which nothing had endangered but 
his own gross misgovernment. If it were said, ‘What measure was 
this ? To avoid a possible contingency, you asked a man to give you 
up the temporary management of his whole country. And what right 
had you to expect that he would accede to this with the example of 
India before his eyes ?' I would reply, The case to be guarded against 
was much more than a contingency. Its occurrence was inevitable. 
And with regard to the step taken to warn the Nizam of this very 
certainty, and the mode of guarding against it, it was the only one that 
presented itself. It would be for our critical opponents in this case to 
say what other step could have been taken. For myself, I must plainly 
say that I see none. I, of course, can never intend to contemplate 
the violation of a Treaty. But even the modification of our existing 
Treaties, or substitution of others in lieu of those now in force, would 
not suffice unless involving, as an initial step, the very one I am pro- 
posing to the Nizam’s spontaneous acceptance. That step may appear 
a very simple one, and doubtless it is so. But complicate it as I will, 

Posh 
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atul rentltn* it as deeply political, or even Macliiavellian, as I may, I 
can tlcvi^^c nothing' better. We are realising the dreadful pnnisliment 
recorded somewhere of a living body chained to a dead one. Struggle 
and writhe as we may, the fostering corpse is at our side, and we cannot 
disengage ourselves from it. 

The only possible alternative to the above plan, though a very 
inatloquatt* one, is the appointment of a Dewan — the best that can be 
hath probably Shums-ool-Oomm or Sooraj -ool-Moolk — with an explicit 
uiuierstauding that, although ultimately responsible to his Sovereign 
and Ins ciuintiy, he shall he unfettei'cd in the current exercise of his 
rult*, and hi‘ permitted to act in concurrence with the British Resident. 

I have, perhaps, to beg your Lordship’s pardon for troubling you 
St) much and so frequently on this subject. But my mind is deeply 
])enot rated with a sense of its difficulty, and I cannot but be anxious to 
atTord any light, however faint it may be, which may serve to dispel 
the darknc.ss of our way. 

“ I remain, my Lord, wnth great respect, 

“ Your very obedient and faithful servant, 

J. S. Feaser.” 

Tilt* (leiuiral, in a despatch to the Government of India, dated 
till* 4th of February 1851, which has already been published in 
a Blue Book,^ made officially the same proposition that he had 
matlc in the letter to Lord Dalhousie just given, that the Nizam 
shouhl be urged, in such a calm and dispassionate tone as could 
gi\’e no oficiictf*, to entrust the whole of his country ^‘to our sole 
anti exclusive authority and management for a definite number of 
years.” He sxK)ke of it as "‘a jiroposition only, and by no means 
an imperative demand, from which His Highness would not be 
pmauitted to dissent”; and he dwelt very much on the fact that 
it wtuild have reference much more to the interests of the Nizam 
himself than to those of the British Government”. 

The General pointed out that the Nizam had not hitherto been 
able to pay the Contingent regularly, which had been the sole 
cause of the accumulation of debt to the amount of seventy lakhs 
of rupees. We were now about to assume “ the temporary man- 
agement of a tract of country yielding from thirty to forty lakhs of 
rupees pet annum”,— the letter from the Government of India 
specified ^‘the allotment of revenue to the amount of thirty^five 
l^hs of rupees annually for the liquidation of the debt in three 

* Nizamis TerrUory (418 of 1854), pp. 13 to 17. 
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ymrf } — and lie could not be expected to pay the Contingent 
more easily or regularly, “with liis financial means diminished to the 
extent above-mentioned.” 

The General was convinced that if Sooraj-ool-Moolk, armed 
with the declared confidence of the Supreme Government, were 
associated with him, they could persuade the hTizam without much 
difficulty to consent to such a scheme of British management as 
would commend itself to the judgment of all those wlio wished 
the independence of the Hyderabad State to be maintained; a 
scheme whereby only three English officers, under the Eesident’s 
authority, and without the displacement of any native officials, — 
except for incompetence or misconduct, — would be employed in 
the Civil administration. Within a term of three, or at the most 
five years, the finances would, he believed, be placed in such a 
condition that the Contingent could be paid every month without 
fail, and administrative reforms would be so firmly established 
that there would be no fear of the old abuses raising their heads 
again. 

On the 25tli of February 1851, the Nizam appointed as Peshcar 
a Brahmin named Ganesh Bao^ “ the great-grandson of Vitto 
Pundit, known by the title of Eajah Bahadur, who was for some 
time Dewan to the Nizam’s grandfather, Nizam Ali Khan.” This 
person was so notoriously incompetent, and so obviously brought 
forward as “a mere puppet”, that General Fraser felt himself 
bound, while stating that “His Highness could of course make the 
appointment if he pleased”, “to decline any personal connection 
or the establishment of official intercourse with Ganesh Eao in 
the capacity of Peshcar, without the distinct orders of the Govern- 
ment of India.” 

In a letter dated the 16th of March 1851, the General reiterated 
the advice he had so often given before, in different forms and on 
various occasions. 

“ In several of my recent despatches I have brought prominently 
forward, as an alternative to our own assumption of the management 
of the country, the expediency of insisting on the Nizam’s appointing 
an efficient Dewan, I heg permission to recur to this subject on the 
present occasion, for though the proposition appears simple enough, it 
is attended, under present circumstances, with considerable difficulty. 

^ Letter dated 4th January 1861, — see Nizam' a Belt (418 of 1864), , 
p. 13. 
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^Imnis-c^ol-Oomra and Sooraj~ool-Moolk arc tlie only persons under 
whose iniuiatorial management I should anticipate the slightest hope 
ol sin*ct\as. 1 do not believe there arc any other equally able men in 
tlu' vStaU% or, if there arc, I am not acquainted with them : and it is an 
irupnriant faci that public opinion never appears to point to any other 
single individual who might he supposed capable of sustaining the 
otfiee o{ Dewan, 

I ho (lovernmcnt of India has placed it in the power of the Nizam 
to st'lecf whom he pleases for the office of Dewan. The Nizam has 
greatly abused the power thns conceded, and ho should, in my opinion, 
be tangid that lie must not thus play with the interests of his Govern- 
ment, and endanger its very existence. 

No man eoxiltl well succeed in the management of this country 
wIkx had not the confidence of its inhabitants, and, as a still more 
essential qualification, who was not known to possess the confidence 
of the British Government. A defect in the latter point would probably 
be fatal to those schemes of finance in which any man appointed Dewan 
would at the very outset of his administration be reqnired to engage.^’ 

The Nizam, the Resident complained, repeatedly '' brings forward 
a mere pup})ot, which ho calls a Dewan or a Peslicar, and thinks 
])y tlu‘st3 moans to fulfil ostensibly our just demands and ex- 
ptjctatiuns/* 

“ Tt) consent to bo thus deceived and trifled with would be unworthy 
of us, and cannot, I am persuaded, come within the scope of the views 
of the British Government. 

‘‘Yet, as I cannot take upon myself to act decidedly upon this con- 
vict itm, as long as I remain ignorant of the precise extent of the 
concession intended to be made to the Nizam with regard to the 
appointment of his Minister, 1 shall be glad to be informed how far the 
Government of India may have appiwed, or otherwise, of my having 
suspended the acknowledgment of any official connection with Ganesh 
limr 

Oil the 31st of March the General again reported that'* the 
trauHaetion of business at Hyderabad was either entirely in abey- 
ance, or in the hands of persons with whom” the Eesident had 
'*110 otticial relations”, and strongly urged that “His Highness 
should not only be advised to appoint an efficient Dewan, but that 
this measure he insisted upon in terms” suitable to the Nizamis 
“continued and persevering rejection of the counsels of the Supreme 
Government”. “In proportion”, said the Besident, “as time is 
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allowed to elapse without some decided step being taken, dittieulties 
increase.” 

In the month of April the Nizam recommenced employing 
Sooraj-ool-Moolk in his former capacity of Vakeel or agent for 
the transaction of business with the Resident; and General Fraser, 
though not expecting him to be appointed Dewan with full 
powers without some very strong pressure from our Government, 
looked upon the change as a satisfactory one, “ as there can be no 
doubt that Sooraj-ool-MooIk is a man of superior understanding 
and ability as compared with Syfe Jung”, or any of those persons 
who had lately been put forward. Some indvate notes from 
Sooraj-ool-Moolk, which might have been turned to good account 
at the time, if the Supreme Government had fallen into General 
Fraser’s views as to the promotion of a natural and internal cure 
for the ills of Hyderabad, were also forwarded at this time to 
Calcutta. 

The Government of India being indisposed to do anything but 
wait for a financial catastrophe, or for the “crash”, as Lord Dal- 
housie called it, in some shape, was not well pleased with General 
Fraser’s consistent and, as they seemed at Calcutta, importunate 
efforts to do something besides “securing oui own interests”, — 
something for the Hyderabad State, for our faithful Ally, his 
country and his people.^ In a despatch dated the 26th of March 
1851, the Resident was told that “the course he was to pursue 
had more than once within the last two years been clearly and 
explicitly declared”, and he was “requested by the Governor- 
General to be so good as to conform to the instructions already 
given”, "the application he had made for fresh directions appearing 
to his Lordship to be quite uncalled for.” 

General Fraser, in his reply, respectfully maintained that he had 
not urged a question already answered. He had asked whether 
the Government would ratify, sanction, or approve the ridiculous 
appointment of Ganesh Eao as Peshcar. And he pointed out as 
a proof of the readiness with which the Nizam could be induced 
to conform to advice from the Government of India, if pressed 
with tact, in the style he had recommended, towards the choice 
and support of an efficient Minister, that His Highness had sent 
Ganesh Eao to wait on the General, and had cancelled his appoint- 
Papers, Nieam’s Debt (418 of 1854 ), pp. 15 , 16 . 
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inent as soon as the Eesident had refused to enter into official 
relations with him. 

Lord Dalliousie was at last becoming impatient of General 
i laser’s adherence to a policy that was calculated to prevent a 
catastrophe, as will be seen from his next letter, which, being 
chieily taken up with another subject, must be preceded by the 
letter from General Fraser to which it is a reply. 

Hyderabad, Slsfc March 18-51. 

“ Lord, — I forward the accompanying letter, in conformity with 
tlie wishes of Brigadier Beatson, who would think I was not doing 
justice to his ambitious aspirations if I did not submit them to your 
Lordship. The Brigadier does not reflect on the origin and constitution 
of the Hyderabad Contingent, when he proposes that any part of it 
should be sent to the Capo. I have informed him that there are numerous 
objections to his proposal, and that I have not the slightest expectation 
of its being acceded to. I have as many Kaffirs to contend with here 
as Sir Harry Smith has at the Cape. 

“ I remain, my Lord, 

“ Tonr very faithful and obedient servant, 

J. S. Frasee.” 

Here is Brigadier Beatsoifs letter: — 

“ Mahabuleshwur, 24th March 1851. 

“ Mt dear General, — I have just heard of the insurrection at the 
Capo, and it appears to me that it would be a good opportunity to 
volunteer two regiments of the Nizam’s Cavalry to proceed immediately 
in steamers from Bombay. 

**If the Kaffirs have not taken Cape Town we should find no 
difficulty in mounting our Cavalry; but in case we find that place 
already occupied, and that we are to disembark under cover of 
the fire of our men-of-war, a large squadron will no doubt be sent 
immediately to the Cape, if Mr. Cobden and such people have left us 
a squadron. In that case it would be advisable to take our horses with 
us, or at least that they should follow as soon as possible. What I 
would propose, then, is that the men, all ready for dismounted service, 
should be sent off immediately in steamers, taking their saddles and 
bridles with them; and that the horses and tattoos^ should start at the 
same time in sailing vessels. If we find horses on our arrival we are 
ready to mount at once ; and if we do not, we can act dismounted till 
our horses arrive. 

** This is a splendid opportunity for the Nizam’s Cavalry, and I hope 

1 Ponies. 
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jou will propose it to the Goveruor-G-eneral, at the same time asking- 
his Lordship to let me withdraw my resignation, for the purpose of 
proceeding in command of the Brigade to the Cape of Good Hope. 

“I am certain every man in the Cavalry Division would volunteer; 
so the only difficulty would bo in the selection. Whatever regiments 
you fix on, I will answer for their readiness to go. So you have only 
to sanction the movement, and I will proceed at once to bring the two 
regiments down to Bombay, or as many more as the Government of 
India may consent to send. 

^‘Believe me, my dear General, 

‘‘ Yours very sincerely, 

“ W. F. Beatson.” 

This was Lord Dalhousie's answer: — 

“ Camp, April 16th, 1851. 

“Dkar General Fkasee, — I return you Major Beatson’s letter. 
His proposal is a silly one. The Nizam’s regiments are wanted at 
home — not at the Cape. I am compelled to say that a comparison of 
the several letters Major Beatson has written regai-ding his resignation 
oblige mo to regard his conduct as not quite ingenuous. I did not 
wish for his resignation. He was welcome to have remained twenty 
years as Brigadier, But his resignation was made deliberately, and 
after long notice. His successor was appointed, and set off to join. 
Several consequent appointments bad been all filled up, and I cannot 
now cancel all this. 

“ I did not want Major Beatson’s appointment, but as he resigned 
it he cannot expect to be allowed to play fast and loose with the 
Government as his capi'ice or convenience may suggest. 

** I have been concerned to see in your recent letters to the Govern- 
ment some tartness of reply to instructions which I have thought 
proper to issue, but which appear to be unpalatable to you. I have 
much respect for your character and ability, and should be reluctant 
to say anything calculated to give you pain. But I do not profess to 
reckon meekness among my personal qualities, and sharp words are 
likely to meet with very sharp answers. 

“I return to you Sooraj-ooLMoolk’s notes. His mission and his 
messages cannot be recognised. 

“ I remain, yours very truly, 

“ Dalhousie.” 

Brigadier Beatson followed up his first letter with a second. 

Mahabuleshwur, 8th April 1851. 
dear General, — I am much obliged to you for sending my 
proposal regarding the Cape to the Governor- General. 
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“ 1 am, perhaps, too sanguine in such matters, but as you liave been 
kind onoLigh to forward my letter, I think it probable the Grovernor- 
Gencral will not make any objection, particularly if he should have 
received by last mail a requisition from England to send troops 
from this country; and I think we may without vanity say that it 
would puzzle his Lordship to find anywhere such Cavalry as you could 
give him from the Nizam’s Contingent. 

‘‘ I showed the Naib Duffixdar and fom* Sowars, now with me, to 
Sir John Grey'^ the other day, and told him I was in hopes that two 
of tlu' Regiments might be sent to the Cape. He was delighted with 
the appearance of our men, and seemed to think they would do much 
better than English Dragoons for the Kaffirs. He even talked of 
writing to his relative, Lord Grey, on the subject. 

‘‘ I will, of course, now wait for the answer of the Governor- General, 
in ho])os that it may be favourable. 

This is a beautiful place and a fine climate, and being so near the 
Nizam’s territories, if Mrs. Fraser or any of your family require a 
change they would find this a delightful residence in the hot weather. 

“ Relieve me, very sincerely yours, 

W. F. Bbatson.” 

Lord Dalhousie was not more favourably impressed by the 
second letter than by the first. 

“ Camp, April 29fch, 1851. 

“Di2ai; General Fraser, — I return to you Brigadier Beatson’s letter. 
Ti- is so silly that it does not deserve an answer either from you or 
from rao. 

** If Sir John Grey over made such a speech as is related, he is even 
further gone in his dotage than his critics assert. I have received no 
orders for troops from England. I have sent instructions to the 
Presidencies to hold European Infantry in readiness, hut I do not 
think tliey w'ill be required by the last intelligence. 

“ Believe me, yours very truly, 

“Dalhoosie.” 

In his letter of the 16th of April, Lord Dalhousie expressed his 
disapproval of a certain degi'ee of “tartness” in the tone of 
(leneral Fraser’s ofi&cial correspondence. That the General was 
utterly dislieartened about this time by the apparent determination 
of our Government to do nothing in the way of either leading or 
driving the Hyderabad State into the road of safety, will be shown 

^ Then Ooinmander-in-Chief at Bombay. 

z 
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as clearly, perhaps, as can be done by the following letter to his 
old friend Major Moore, then in the Court of Directors. 

“HydcTabad, 4th May 1851. 

My BEAR Moore, — ^Tou stated in one of yonr notes some time ago 
that mine was not a very enviable situation at Hyderabad. I fully 
assent to this ; not only with reference, however, to the Hizam and his 
people, but more especially so to the weakness and want of energy of 
my own Grovernment, which throw more difficulties in my way and are 
more injurious to his country than all the bad qualities of the Nizamis 
advisers. But I do not propose now to enter deeply into this subject. 
I have written dozens and dozens of despatches most fnlly and ex- 
plicitly, and the Court of Directors ought to know by this time what 
my sentiments are, not only with regal'd to minor transactions and 
departments here, but what is of greater importance with regard to 
the only means that seem to present themselves by whicli the final ruin 
of the country can be averted. You once said in a note to me that 
you were desirous of upholding the tottering fabric of the ISTizam’s 
power. So am I, and so I have ever been, and to this end have all my 
suggestions and recommendations tended. The British Government 
profess the same desire, but their acts belie their professions. Look at 
the general and undeviatiug tenor of my reports and despatches since 
the resignation of Ohundoo Lall, and look at the undeviatiug tenor of 
the conduct of the British Government. Is there any analogy or con- 
sistency between these two things ? Hone I I had in view the object 
I have stated, that of saving the Hizara from perdition j but the virtual 
result of the measures of the British Government, whatever its profes- 
sions may have been, is tbe approaching subversion of the Nizam*s 
power, and the almost inevitable absorption of his country into our 
Empire. Where is the investigation of accounts I recommended ; the 
reduction of unnecessary expenditure to an enormous amount ; the dis- 
bandment of useless troops ; the re-establishment of the ancient system 
of police; and fifty other things that I recommended to Sooraj-ool- 
Moolk, that we worked out together, and to which he would have given 
effect, if he had been in the first instance supported, instead of being 
discouraged aud slighted by Lord Hardinge ? He was removed from 
office, not, it is true, as a positive act of the Government of India, but 
certainly in consequence of reasonable support being withheld. The 
result was the removal of the only man who had professed a desire to 
co-operate with me in the reform of the country — Sooraj-ool-Moolk. 
Erom that hour to this there has been the positive negation of all 
Government deserving the name. 

“ I am ashamed of the weakness and irresolution of my own Govern- 
ment, and I would add a still meaner quality, but that it is just possible 
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ilu'% dill nor speak wUk deliberate bypocrisy— although it has that 
e tect— in professing a wish to maintaiu the Nizam’s independence, while 
obsnnateh- refusing to adopt or encourage the measures which alone 
couUl luivii promoted that object. 

ihe ISizaiii declares that he wili not appoint a Dewan with full 
aymnistiume powers, and thus we have got into a dilemma from 
lu i It not be easy for ns to extricate ourselves. 

“ i have lately suggested reasons for placing it in the Azam’s power 
o give^ Up TO our inanagement the administration of his country for 
about tlve years,-~roasons which, if properly and fairly urged, would, I 
am eonOdi'iU, nuider it the Nizam’s wish, as well as his interest, to 
assent to our proposition. At the expiration of that period we might 
make such arrangements as would preclude the possibility of the 
country ever reverting to its present degraded and backward condition. 
1 am not at all contemplating the part we have played in Mysore, but 
look to the temporary ruler going back in due time to the humbler 
position of Resident. 

‘ not imagine that I am now speaking for myself. I am very 
tired of Hyderabad and all its concerns. My patience is quite ex- 
hanstod, and I am desirous of nothing so much as that my present 
amanuensis should exercise for a short time just that small portion of 
economy which wili enable me to bid a final adieu to public life, or at 
nl! i'venit* to that harassing and unprofitable scene in which I am now 
and to those duties which any fool could discharge as well as 
I, sitice no other quality is required for them than dull subserviency. I 
feel as if till'- last ten yeai'S of my life had been thrown away, and that 
I have lH‘on labouring with unremitting assiduity at a fruitless and 
ungrateful tusk. 

** Now, my dear Moore, I have given you the result of about twenty 
p»acings up aud down the old library at the Residency, with which it 
m moi'c prubable you would not have been troubled if I had had to 
write it myself in my own crabbed and illegible band, or had a less 
faithful amanuensis than my wife to write for me. Give my kindest 
regards to Mrs. Moore and Willy. 

Believe me, always very sincerely yours, 

“J. S. Feasee,” 

The General had good cause, from his point of view, to be per- 
plexed and puzzled as to the policy and probable proceedings of 
the Government of India. But he was very soon to find out that 
tmder the rule of Lord Dalhousie, whose powerful personality then 
emboflied the Government of India, there was not so much weak- 
ness or irresolution as he supposed, but that the indifference or 

z 2 
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absolute unwillingness as to any measures that would really be 
beneficial to tlie Hyderabad State^ were even greater than he had 
imagined. The Governor-General was not in the least disposed to 
adopt either of General Fraser’s plans. Lord Dalhousic would not 
use that influence, which the Resident assured him would be ii're- 
sistible, to induce His Highness to name a Hewan with wliom the 
British representative could co-operate ; nor would he entertain 
the scheme of temporary management of the Hizam’s dominions. 
Lord Dalhousie did not recognise the Imperial duty of instructing 
and reforming the allied States. He expressly repudiated our 
having any such mission. He made the repudiation of any such duty 
a principlefor his own guidance. Commenting in Council on what he 
called the “mixed government proposed” for Hyderabad, of Minister 
and Resident, — “ If’, he said, “ provision be made for carrying it 
actively and practically into operation, all the toil of a laborious 
task, and all its real responsibility, must ever fall on the British 
Agent, by whom the Native Ministry is controlled. The Agent, on 
his part, while he reaps no advantage from his labours for lus own 
State, must feel himself to be without undivided authority.”^ 

And just in the same way, when the temporary management of 
the small Rajpoot State of Kerowlee was proposed, he objected 
that we should “ for many years to come have to bear the labour 
of governing this State, employing, always at inconvenience, a 
British officer for the purpose,^’ and at the end of the young 
Prince’s minority have to “ hand over the country with its revenue 
of four lakhs of rupees^’,^ When the question of the annexation or 
of the reform — for which General Sir William Sleeman answered — 
of the friendly and faithful State of Oude was under consideration, 
Lord Dalhousie, pronounced in one of his consultative Minutes, 
that if the British Government undertook “ the responsibility, the 
labour, and the risk,” of reconstructing and reforming a Native 
State, it ought, “ after providing for the pensioned dynasty, for the 
administration of the Province, and for its progressive improve- 
ment,” to be allowed to appropriate the surplus revenue to Imperial 
purposes.^ 

And here it seems necessary to call to mind that this point of 

^ Pajpers^ Nizamis Debt (418 of 1864), p. 38, 

2 Papers^ K&romlee^ 1855, p. 9. 

^ Oude Papers, 1856, p. 190. 
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(uir l»v‘iug enlitliHl, in case of our iiiidertakiug the reform of a 
Naii\'o Sltito, to appropriate its surplus revenue, is the very point 
ior whioU ilie (iovornment of Lord Elleiihorough stipulated, with 
i't^ii'Vrneo to Hyderabad, in 1843, and which the Court of Directors 
(‘xpressly negatived as unfair and unjustd 

li is Worthy ol remark in this connection, that in the first draft 
<>1 the Pivaly of 1853^ Lord Dallioiisie endeavoured to obtain the 
surplus rovonuc of the Assigned Districts by means of an absolute 
(’e'-si(»n tlmt in the revised Treaty of 1860 the surplus revenue 
was ouee iiiiU'e claimed, hut again successfully reserved by the 
Ni/.anrs Covernment; cair negotiators, however, obtaining a release 
from tlu‘ obligation of furnishing accounts to the Nizam, on con- 
dition i\( handing over any surplus that might remain, after paying,, 
entirely at mv own discretion, all expenses of local administra- 
tione* 

Un l!ie Hkh of April 1851, in a letter to Sir Henry Pottinger, 
tlu^ (.tovernor of AfadraSjireneral Fraser says: — 

I rcgi’ot to say that I have received no definite instructions as yet 
regarding the Nizam’s affairs, or the payment of the large debt due to 
11 s, now nearly 7r> lakhs of rupees. I have said everything I can on 
Ods subject, but they seem to dread all approach to it, and to have a 
pv>cnHar aversion to any effectual interference here. I have never 
wi.-.iuHl for any infringement or violation of Treaties, but I cannot 

' AMf. pp. m, 189. 

* Wlii'ii the negotiations were beginning in 1863, under Colonel Low, the 
Niz im. ** pointing to the draft Treaty, which was lying on the floor, and on 
which he seemed to look with a sort of horror, said, * There never, m the 
iiiut! yf Ccncral Fraser, was such a thing as that brought to me’.” Mzam^s 
(418 of 1B54), p. 120. 

That condition, to say the least, — feel bound, vrith some reluctance to 
add, -has h^m stretched to the uttermost, and the surplus payable to the 
Hydembftd Htate reduced beyond all fair expectation, by the ever-growing 
charges, lioth of civil administration in the Berar Provinces and of the 
C Contingent* I have always officially offered all the opposition in my power 
to these progressive exactions, and I am encouraged in what seems to me to 
ha iha duty of protesting against them here by the fact that my representa- 
tions in IBfifi, regarding the surplus revenue and accounts of the Assigned 
Dktriets being withheld from the Nizam’s G-ovemment, had their due 
weight, led to a settlement and payment of surplus revenue being made 
and met with the approval of Sir Stafford Northcote,, then Secretary of 
State lor India. 
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help thinking that much more could have been done than has been 
done.” 

In one of those despatches which had called forth from Lord 
Dalhonsie the warning as to their “tartness” of style, the General 
had commented on the unconcern with which the Hizam and his 
private advisers received “ the gentle suggestions and mild expos- 
tulations, such as it has been the habit of the British Government 
to address to His Highness.” 

A few weeks were to prove that the Government of India had 
not been staying its hand from any “weakness” or “irresolution”, 
and that it was quite capable of “ expostulation” in terms that 
could hardly be characterised as “gentle” or “mild”. On the 
27th of May 1851, Lord Dalhousie recorded a Minute, accompanied 
by the draft of a Khureeta, or letter to the Hizam, which contained, 
between them, a most extraordinary mixture of j)rotestations in 
favour of the Nizam’s independence, and of measures and menaces 
involving the destruction of his independence. 

The Governor-General declared his “ entire, dissent from, and 
disapproval of the policy which the Eesident has suggested for 
the adoption of the Government of India”. In other paragraphs 
of the Minute — not included in the despatch founded on it, and 
only made known to General Fraser when the Blue Book of 1854 
was published, — the Governor-General denounced the Eesident’s 
policy as “ a system of unwarranted and officious meddling”, pro- 
ceeding, he feared, “ not from sentiments of enlarged benevolence, 
but from the promptings of ambitious greed.” This policy, he 
said, was that of “ disregarding international contracts, in order 
to obtrude on Native Princes and their people a system of sub- 
versive interference, which is unwelcome alike to Prince and 
people.”^ 

And yet in this very Minute, and in the orders based upon it, 
Lord Dalhousie was directing and instituting “ a system of subver- 
sive interference” over one-third of the Nizamis country, its 
richest provinces, for the purpose of extorting the payment of a 
very doubtful debt, and which he eventually enforced by threats 
of military coercion. General Fraser’s policy, in its most extreme 
form, was that of temporary management for a fixed period, with 


^ Nizam's Debt (418 of 1854), p. 38. 
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ti.f I'liH'-i'tii iii’ till* iSovL'ivi^ni, and with the willing aid of the 
gn .it isiuniuivios of the State. The alternative and more moderate 
whii h the lUsidenl had heen urging ineffectually, from first 
to hsHt, and whieh he dt'clared to he still practicable, was that of 
the ill^!!^llalion of an eiUcient Minister, with full powers, and with 
an iinder'tanding lh;tt for a certain term he should act in consul- 
tation uith the Hritiali Jle.sident, and under the control of instruc- 
ttou- approved by the British Government. To either of these 
]>lans t'lcnerul I'raser was convinced, with good reason, tliat he 
I'otild oluain the siipjoni of the most infiuential nobles, and the 
eouseiit of the Nizam. All that the General required to strengthen 
hi', hand.- and those of tlio Minister in whom he had confidence, 
and \vitli whom he felt he could co-operate, was that their plan 
.should lie t'onnucudeil to the Nizam in a direct and distinct com- 
intinieation from the Governor-General. This Lord Dalliousie 
declined to do because, according to him, it would be“unwar- 
rutited and otlicious meddling”. Yet in tliat very same Minute, 
wit h iiuTcdihlu inconsistency, he claimed the right of addressing 
the Nizam "in terms of earnest remonstrance and authoritative 
eounseVA " AullKuilative counsel” was all that General Eraser 
had a-ketl for, but he could never get it. He now got much more 
than he wanted. 

Gciicnl Fra-scr, it may he remembered, had, on the 12th of 
Marc.h. .-uhinitted, in a direct letter to the Governor-General, the 
dr,ift, of a Khureuta to the Nizam, written in what might well he 
calk’d " Icnns of camost remonstrance and authoritative counsel”, 
in a .style ul once dignified and decided, convincing and conoilia- 
lorjA If this draft had been adopted at the time, and the course 
{rtirsnod which was thou recommended, the Eesident was well 
aH-mrod that he could gain the requisite ascendancy over the 
counsels of the Nizam. But no notice was taken of it Three 
months mon; were allowed to elapse, and then a Khureeta was 
addresstwi to the Nizam of a very different character from that 
which the Oeiiml had suggested. 

The tiotions of “earnest remonstrance and authoritative counsel” 
prevailing at Calcutta, more especially in the Persian translation 
office, must have been very different from those which General 

* NUok^b Debt (418 of 1854), p. 34. 

a Am, p, 327. 
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Fraser entertained. Even in its English version, for which alone, 
it may be said, the Governor-General could be held res])onsible, 
the language of the Khuroeta to tlie Mzam, dated the 6th of June 
1851, cannot but appear extremely oflensive, when it is considered 
that the matter in question was really one of money and accounts, 
and that it was addressed, in Lord Dalhousie^s own words, to an 
old and staunch Ally'*, with whom ‘Tor more tlian lialf a- century 
relations of amity’’ had subsisted^ The Nizam had never been 
suspected of any ambitious designs, or even of any delusions as to 
his comparative strength by the side of tlie Lritish Government. 
Yet he was threatened with '‘the indignation of tlie Government 
of India”, “ whose power”, he was reminded, " can crush you at 
its will”.-^ 

These are hard words, even in the English edition, as presented 
to Parliament, hut in the Persian original, as presented to the 
Mzam, the terms, instead of being anything like “earnest I’emon- 
strance and authoritative counsel”, would be more fairly described 
as terms of gross insult and menace. The phrase which in English 
appears as “whose power can crush you at its will”, means, when 
properly translated, ^hvliosc cmi •make yon as the dust %milGr 
foot, and leave you neither a name nor a tracd'? 

It may be argued that this violent language has no reference to 
money matters, but to “open insults” alleged to have been offered 
“to British troops” within His Highness’s territories. In the first 
place, it was going very far to characterise as an “outrage on the 
dignity” of the British Government that on two occasions there 
should have been petty disputes between small detachments of 
our Sepoys on the march, and the Arab soldiery stationed in 
villages in the vicinity of which our troops halted. In each case, 
anyone who should now peruse the reports might well have some 
doubt whether the Arab commandant or the young English officer 
in charge of the detachment was in fault ; in each case apology 
and reparation were offered; and on the last occasion, which 

^ Paras. 45 and 27 of the Minute, Nizam's Debt (418 of 1854), pp. 45 
nd 86. 

^ Nizam's DeU (418 of 1854), p. 42. 

^ In order that there may be no mistake as to the exact meaning, I giv© 
the Persian words, transliterated as follows:— '^JETar gah kwlidhad an 'dluMn 
rd pdmdl sdJcMa he ndm nxshdn sdzand'' 
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at a villap;'^? called Beeclilconda, in December 1850, when 
a Liuard nt* tlu' h^th ^Madras ISTative Infontiy was prevented from 
(vrtain ])rocinets, said to be occupied by the wives and 
I’liildnai oi llu* Xi;:ain\s Irregular troops, the unfortunate Arabs 
^viTf srvt‘rc‘ly punished by various terms of imprisonment. But 
in tilt* s(‘(*uiul ])lace, the object of the Khureeta was twofold, — 
first to insist on tlu' pa3’ment of an alleged debt arising from 
jaivaiifos made for the Contingent; and, second, to insist on the 
j><*nn;tnt*nt niainlciiancc and regular pay of the Contingent as a 
I'oivo t*.xistiiig under “the obligations of a Treaty’’. With these 
(‘bja(Us in view tlie Xizam was exhorted to disband his Arabs and 
ntlsin* irregular troops, in order that funds might be available for 
tlio rx ponses of the Contingent; and the chief argument against 
tho rettajlion in service of the Arabs and other mercenaries was 
f‘>nn<li‘d on tlicse trivial collisions with onr marching detachments,. 
niagniti(H! into “outrages” against the “dignity” of the British 
(bivernment. Thus it was merely in furtherance of the demands 
in favour of the Contingent that this unprovoked insult was- 
itfiertul to <»ur “ohl and staunch Ally”. 

Tluj <b>venior-Oenerars orders were that the Nizam, having 
failed to pay the debt accumulated, with interest, for advances 
made for the pay of the Contingent, was to be “called upon to 
make over to the British Government” certain “portions of his 
f<»rritory”, viz., the provinces of Berar, and the border districts 
down to yiiorapore and the liaichore Doab, between the Kistna 
and the Toombuddra. The liesident was to use his “discretion in 
not urging His Highness to compliance with undue haste.” But 
no “ remonsti’ances or solicitations” were to be admitted, and the 
Nizam was to bo told that “the Governor-General’s determination 
wns fixed in'evocably”.^ 

Although tlie Governor-General had, in General Fraser’s opinion,. 
ru>;lM3d into the opposite extene from inaction and indefinite 
exjH^stuIation, and had very much overdone the demand for ex- 
plirit and authoritative counsel, — for even the Nizam himself 
could not have been more shocked than the Eesident was at the 
liarsh and hectoring language of the Khureeta, — still the immediate 
results of the evident determination of the Supreme Government 
to have eitlier cash or security completely confirmed and proved 
1 Nlzam'^s DM (418 of 1854), p. 43. 
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tlie accuracy of the Generars forecast, and the soundness of the 
policy he had always recommended. When Lord Ellenhorough, 
Lord Hardinge, and Lord Dalhousie in succession, had insisted on 
the necessity of having a great military force within hail, and 
alleged the occupation of our forces elsewhere as a reason for 
leaving Hyderabad alone, General Eraser had always written to 
the same effect, — for example : — 

This is a weak and subdued Government. Hesitation on our part 
might inspire the Circar for a moment with the semblance of boldness, 
and with a desire to escape control; but I have not the slightest 
apprehension that any protracted resistance would ever be offered to 
the expressed will and resolution of the Government of India. 

In the Khureeta of June 1851, the Governor-General had in- 
sisted on “the agency of a Minister” as “indispensable”; and 
“intimated” an “expectation” that a Minister should “forthwith” 
be appointed, “whose position in society, whose personal character, 
and whose acquaintance with public business” should “constitute 
him a fit agent fox transacting the important affairs now depending 
between the Government of India and the Court of Hyderabad.^ 
A copy of the Khureeta was, as usual in such cases, privately com- 
municated to His Highness on the 20th of June. On the 23rd the 
Nizam signified to Sooraj-ool-Moolkhis intention of appointing him 
Dewan with full powers, and desired him to write privately to 
the Eesident, informing him of that point being settled. On the 
29th Sooraj-ool-Moolk was invested with the customary patent 
and dress of honour, and on the next day paid a visit of ceremony 
to the Eesident as the Nizam’s Minister. 

On the 1st of July 1851, General Eraser waited on the Nizam 
for the purpose of formally delivering the Governor-General’s 
Khureeta, “accompanied by schedules of the districts to be trans- 
ferred to our temporary authority”. His Highness then said that 
Sooraj-ool-Moolk would discharge the debt and also pay the Con- 
tingent. On the 16th of July the Eesident was able to report 
to the Government of India that “ His Highness had found means 
to take upon himself both these objects, namely, the entire and 
immediate payment of his debt to us, and giving the best security 
that could be offered for the future regular payment of the Con- 

1 p. 201. 2 NizanCs Belt (418 of 1864), p. 42. 
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(inui'iU. .'liui't cf tlu- uc’Unil transfer to ns of part of his country 
fi'V this j.nvpose.” rixler those circnmstanees the Eesideut tlid 
nut i niisiih'r ho should be “justified in at present urging the 
doni.iiid lor the triiuslor of districts, and consented to postpone it 
tintil tho ploasuro of the tloviuinnent of India should he knourn.” 

Tito < bivornor-Cienoral approved of General Fraser’s proceedings. 
“Tho Go\onnuont of India”, it was said in a despatch dated 31st 
duly lis.'d , had no desire to take possession of territory, except 
as a s,.ian'ity for tho gradual litjuidabion of His Highness’s debt; 
when liipiidathai of that debt, not gradually birt at once, was 
]>rovidod for by His Highness, a cession of territory could no 
loiigi-r bo desired by the Governmerrt.”^ 

On tho loth of August the Nizam’s Government had, in con- 
formity with its jirninise, completed the payment of the first 
iiisttihiioni — more than half — of its debt to the British Govern- 
monl, “t'omiiany’.s Itupees 34,08,485 : 11 ; 4, leaving the balance 
of Go. lis. :!2,n7,702 -.9:2, to be paid on or before the 31st of 
Golober 1851.”- 

T!ie following letter from General Fraser to the Governor- 
General will .show that there wore no misgivings rrp to its date as 
to the pmictual and Ml payment of the second half of the debt 
on account of the Contingent 


“ Hyderabad, 2iid September 1851. 

“ My Ia'RU, — I this morning received your letter of the 19th xdtimo, 
and shall be guided by tbe information you have given me regarding 
the places on which it will be most convenient, in the order stated by 
the Secretary, that lioondees in payment of the Nizam’s second instal- 
ment be drawn. I have not yet received any instructions from Cal- 
cutta on this subject. , mi 

1 shaH endeavour to ensure that the hills are good. Those dra,wn 
in payment of tho first instalment were all furnished by the wealthiest 
and mtest trustworthy Soucars here, and I have no reason to suppose 
that any failure will take place in the payments, I have come to 
paas some time at Bolarum, the Nizam’s oantonmeni^ tea miles tom 
Hvderftlmd, and expect to receive a visit tom the Minister on l^day 
next, ivhen ho will, no doubt, lot me know what the Nizam m domg. 
I hear from my Assistant, Captain Davidson, whom I have left behind 
at Chaddoigliaut, that they are thinking of nothing but the reply to 


Debt (418 of 1854), pp. 52, 63. 


2 Ihid., p. 67. 
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your Lordship’s khurcefca, and that His Highness is objecting to any 
positive promise of reductions in the nnmbcr of his Arabs or other 
Iri’egnlar troops. 

‘‘Mr. is exhibiting ‘the ruling passion strong in death’ (for 

his age and infirmities seem to bo hastening him to the grave), and is 
said to be deeply engaged, as usual, in the political intrigues of the 
City. I am sorry to say it is reported that even Sooraj-ool-Moolk has 
succumbed to the terror of being held up, as heretofore, to public 
scorn in the newspapers, and that ho has not only granted a handsome 

monthly allowance to and the other members of his family, but 

that he is also in frequent secret communication with him. It would 
of course be dijfficult, if not impossible, to prove this. 

“ I have been sending up an official despatcli to-day about a question 
that Sooraj-ool-Moolk has tliought proper to agitate regarding the Se- 
cunderabad Abkaree, or contract for the sale of spirituous liquors, and 
I cannot help thinking that his note on this subject bears every mark 
of having been dictated by a European, or at least a man of European 
education and habits of thinking, ])otli as regards its matter and its 
style. The tone of expression in which it is couched but just stops 
short, and hardly that, of being disrespectful to the British Government. 
I cannot bring myself to imagine that it has emanated altogether or 
exclusively from Soora j -ooI-Moolk. ’ ’ 

This is Lord Dalhousie’s answer : — 

“Simla, September 28th, 1851. 

“ Dear General Eraser, — I have received to-day your letter of the 
2nd instant. Before this time you will have heard from Calcutta 
regarding the hoondees. If their wishes can be complied with so much 
the better, but our groat object is to get the bills, aud good ones. The 
mere convenience of place must give way to the main object of getting 
the money safe somewhere. 

“The proceedings you mention are very disgraceful. If you can 
bring it home by any reasonable evidence, though it were short of 
judicial proof, I should, without hesitation, address the Court of 
Directors, and intimate my intention of removing the whole family 
from the territories of this Native Prince, under the powers given by 
the Act. 

“ Believe me, yours sincerely, 

“ Dalhousie. 

“P.S.— I presume I shall hear from you regarding the conduct of 
one of the Cavalry Hegiments, to which I see allusions.” 

The Nizam's answer to Lord Dalhonsie's Khureeta was not 
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until tlio 2;)rd of September 1851.^ TheDewan Sooraj- 
n>vl-M<>(>lk, in a private, note to the Resident, explained this delay 
b\ -raying that His Highness wished to wait until the payment of 
the lirsi moiety of the debt, thirty-four lakhs of rupees, had been 
paid. His Highness”, he added, “ seemed to be concerned at the 
•^''Verity of the lone of the Governor-Geiierars letter, and always 
liutl sonu* excuse for delaying a reply to it.” 

With ivt'eriuice to the second instalment, General Fraser ad- 
dressed the following letter to the Governor-General. 

“ Hyderabad, SOtli September 1851. 

“My Tj<‘KI>. — I have received your Lordship’s letter of the 1st instant, 
and shall not fail to bear in mind that it is your fixed iuteiitioii to act 
rigi<lly up to the declaration of the public despatches, and to exact full 
pavmenl of the remaining instalment of the Nizam’s debt at or within 
the date named. This appears to me to be somewhat more rigid than 
the instruction conveyed in the Secretary’s letter of the 31st of July 
last, which cuntahis these words:— ‘If, however, from whatever cause 
the arrangoraont to which his Lordship now assents shall materially 
fail, you will fall back on the instructions conveyed in my letter of the 
fJth' Juno last, No. 1783, and will require and enforce the cession of 
torrittU'y thei*ein enjoined.’ Here some allowance appears to be made 
in the event of an immaterial or partial failure, by which I conclude 
was meant that the extreme measure of taking territory was not to be 
ijad rccom-se to if the greater part of the second instalment were paid 
by the 31st of October. I have never hinted to the Nizam’s Govern- 
ment tiiat any failure whatever would be allowed, but on the contrary 
have given Soomj-ool-jSiloolk to understand that I expected the whole 
balance to be paid by the 31st of October, or that the Circar must 
expect an immediate demand for territory. It was as well I did so, as 
thus is in accordance with the terms of your private letter now under 
acknowledgment, that full payment is to be exacted by the 31st of 
October. 

“ As far as I can learn from Sooraj-ool-Moolk himself, there is not 
likely to bo any fhilare, as he informs me that he has no douht the 
whole amount will be paid punctually. 

“ I was mo’fing up my despatch to Government, with the Nkam’s 
reply to your Lordship’s Khnreeta, at the moment when I received your 
totter to which I now reply. His answer was too long delayed, and I 
had several times remonstrated with the Minister on this snbject. But 

» It will be found in the Blue Book, Nizam’s Debt (418 of 1854), pp. 46 
to4R 
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I am quite sure that no discourtesy or disrespect was intended, or I 
should have adopted a very different style of remonstrance. On 
this subject a private and confidential note from Sooraj-ool-Moolk 
reached me last night, which I transmit to your Lordship just as I 
received it. 

“ A disagreeable state of things has occurred in the 5th Mzam’s 
Cavalry at Aurungabad. It seems to have arisen from a strong party 
feeling in the Regiment, originally occasioned, as far as I can perceive, 
by an injudicious measure of the Commanding officer in calling for a 
list of the inferior class of Mohammedans in his Regiment, which 
naturally excited much distrust and dissatisfiiction, and has finally 
resulted in the Rissaldar, and several other Hativc officers and men, 
being placed under arrest or confinement. I have ordered the requisite 
steps to be taken, but have not addressed Grovernment officially on the 
subject, as the case is rather a complicated one, and I cannot yet form 
a definite judgment regarding it. 

“ I remain, my Lord, 

“ Tour very faithful and obedient servant, 

J. S. Fraser.” 

This disagreeable'’ affair in the Nizamis Cavalry Regiment at 
Aurungabad, now first mentioned, was destined to occupy a dis- 
proportionate share of the Qenerars attention for many months, 
and to exercise an unpleasant influence over the last days of his 
long tenure of the Hyderabad Residency. Lord Dalhousie’s next 
letter explains his views with regard to the second payment of 
debt expected from the bTizam. 

Simla, October 14th, 1851. 

Mt REAR General,— I have just received your letter of the 30th 
ultimo, and reply at once, to relieve you of any doubts regarding what 
you view as a discrepancy between my private letter of 1st instant, 
and official letter of 81st July. Fone was intended. In both I con- 
templated insisting on siibstaniially full payment; but I did not in 
either mean to preclude you from holding the payment sufficient for 
the time, even though it should fall something short of the actual total. 
I don’t wish to go on my ‘ pound of flesh’. 

“ Perhaps the best plan will be to report what has been paid'on 1st 
November. 

“ Yours sincerely, 

“ Dalhousie. 

“P.S. — The Klhureeta is trash. I had, perhaps, better not send 
back the accompanying confidential letter, lest it should go astray in 
the Post Office. — D.” 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Apolof' 5 ' for the Contingent — Lord Dalhonsie denies extortion — The Sub- 
sidiary dutie-s done by the Contingent — ^Lord Dalhonsie ■will not reduce 
a man — lie admits the excessive costliness of the Force, but will not 
sot a good example to the Nizam — Debt of 1 853 created by Lord Dal- 
honsio’s neglect — Savings by unlawful reduction of Subsidiary Force 
rigidly belong to the Nizam — Excise revenues of Secunderabad and 
.Taulnah unjustly appropriated — No debt really due by the Nizam in 
18.51 or 18.53. 


Wk Imvo now arrived at that stage in our narrative when, under 
heavy and decisive pressure, a large sttm of money had been paid 
by the Hyderabad State to the British Goveniment, and a second 
instalment at a short date promised, on account of the Force called 
sometimes “ the Nizam’s Army”, and sometimes “ the Contingent”. 
We arc coming, also, very close to the period when territorial 
security was exacted from the Hyderabad State, under the forms 
of a Treaty, for the payment of another large sum of accumulated 
arrms 5 vith interest on the same account, and in order to pro-vide 
for the regular monthly pay of that Force. ■ This appears, there- 
fore, to be a suitable place to examine the arguments on both sides 
as to the legitimate origin and maintenance of the Contingent ; as 
to tilt? growth of the heavy liabilities on its account entailed upon 
the Nizam ; and as to the existence of any counter-claims hy the 
Hyderaba<l Slate against Lord Dalhousie’s demands. The most 
flunk and ojion axiology for the existence and maintenance of the 
Contingent i.s to be found in a de.%patch from the Government of 
India, dated the 7th of Octolier 1848. Here are its most important 

p.a.s.-iiigi'.s ; — 

“Colonel Low, in para. 14 of his despatch of 20fch July last, when 
remarking on the state of the finances of Hyderabad, observes that he 
fitds it 1« Ih- a painful consideration that the debt under which that 
State is labouring, is in a great degree to be attributed to the vast sum 
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■wbicli tlic Nizam is aimnally rcquii’ed to pay for tlie support of the 
Conti 11 gent. He counsels a gradual reduction of the expense, which 
should be commenced, however, he thinks, without delay.^ The 
Grovernor-G-eneral in Council concurs to a considerable extent with 
Colonel Low, but not to the full extent to which he goes. 

“His Lordship in Council cannot acknowledge that the British 
Grovernment commits any injustice, or practises any extortion whatever 
on the Nizam’s Government, in requiring that this Force, fully manned, 
equipped, and disciplined, shall be maintained in His Highness’s ter- 
ritories and at his expense. 

“ The Treaty of 1800 gave us a right to demand at any moment 

15.000 troops fi’om the Nizam. Experience soon proved to us that 
whenever the demand was made, we should receive, not 15,000 troops, 
but as many worthless and undisciplined rabble.® We rightly and 
justly construed the Treaty to mean that we were to be supplied with 
the specified number of effective soldiers ; and we, therefore, with un- 
questionable equity, may and do demand of His Highness, that certain 
precautions should bo taken to keep on foot a regular Force, paid by 
him and officered by us, which shall be available for the maintenance 
of peace in those central districts of the Deccan, and we demand only 

8.000 instead of 15,000 men.” 

Here I must interrupt the official argument of 1848 for a 
moment, to observe that by the Treaties of 1798 and 1800, — Article 
xii of the latter providing for every imaginable exigency, — “ the 
maintenance of peace in the Deccan”, and the subordination of all 
the Nizam’s feudatories, was to be ensured by the Subsidiary 
Force, for which the Hyderabad State paid by a large territorial 
cession. The Contingent, therefore, only did our prepaid work at 
the Nizam’s expense. The Subsidiary Force, in .disregard of these 
Treaties, was relieved from its contracted work, and, in defiance of 
those Treaties, was reduced from its contracted strength, to the 
advantage of the Honourable Company’s finances.^ 

The Governor-General pursues his apology : — 

“ His Lordship in Council does not think that we are called upon in 
3 ustice to reduce a man of that Force, reserved as they are for the 
service of His Highness, and for upholding his authority and interests ; 

^ A7vte^ pp. 248 to 264. 

* On this point see Appendix B, The Nizam's Military Co-operation. 

* See the statement by Colonel Sykes and other Directors, antCj p. 260. 
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and his Lordship in Ooancil is very certain that in policy we ought 
not to adopt any such measure.’* 

And here again I must interpolate a remark. If this Force was. 
reserved for the service of His Hiiflhncss'\ it was, confessedly, doing 
the sole duty prescribed by Treaty for the Subsidiary Force, and 
could not, therefore, be the Force which Lord Dalhousie had pre- 
viously in this same despatch declared we had, by Treaty, a right 
to demand at any moment”. I shall show presently that we 
had no such absolute and unlimited right, but if we had, a Force 
reserved for the service of His Highness'' could not be available 
for our wars “ at any moment”. 

“ At the same time”, the despatch continues— 

“ His Lordship in Council agrees with Colonel Low in thinking that 
we cause the Contingent to become a much heavier burden on the 
Hizam’s finances than it ought to be. The Staff, in the opinion of the 
Governor- Genei’al in Council, is preposterously large; the pay and 
allowances, and charges of various kinds, are far higher than they 
ought to be.” 

''The Contingent is a much heavier burden on the Nizam's 
finances than it ought to be”, — the pay and allowances^ and other 
charges, are far higher than they ought to be”, — " the Staff is 
preposterously large”. Lord Dalhousie had, also, said on other 
occasions that the Contingent was "unfairly large and too expen- 
sive”,^ Q'lid liad admitted its " extravagant costliness”.^ 

And yet " we are not called upon in justice to reduce a man”; 
and the Governor-General goes on to say that he will not even set 
the Nizam a good example by reducing this too heavy, " prepos- 
terously large”, " unfairly large” burden. The good example must 
come from His Highness. 

" Whenever His Highness shall evince a desire to enter honestly 
and sincerely into an examination of the state of his Kingdom, and 
give evidence of his willingness to endeavour to find a remedy for its 
evils, the Governor-General of India will be prepared to make every 
exertion to introduce such changes into the Contingent Force as may 
safely diminish the great cost which it imposes on the State, while it 
leaves the Force in a state of thorough efficiency to meet the purposes 
contemplated in the Treaty. 

" More than this, the Governor- General in Council is very willing to 
* Ante, p. 258. . ^ Ante, p. 269. 
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commence on the reduction of the numerous and expensive Staff 
appointments in the Force, by getting rid of them as vacancies occur, 
and opportunities arise. Beyond this the Governor- Greneral in Council 
does not consider that it would be wise to go at present.” 

Before leaving this despatch it must be observed that although 
the Governor-General was "very willing to commence on the 
reduction of the numerous and expensive Staff”, he did not do so. 
"Vacancies” did "occur”, and "opportunities” did "arise”. But 
the vacancies were filled up as usual, and the opportunities, somehow 
or other, escaped notice. At no opportunity between October 1848 
and May 1853, when the Treaty assigning territorial security for 
our demands was concluded, — ^not even after August 1851, when, 
by the appointment of a Minister and the payment of thirty-four 
lakhs of rupees, His Highness had surely " given evidence of his 
willingness”, and " evinced a desire to enter” on a better course, — 
were any reductions made in the "preposterously large Staff”, or 
in any of the other " expensive charges” which, as Lord Dalhousie 
admitted, made the Contingent " a heavier burden on the Nizam’s 
finances than it ought to be”. 

The cost of the Contingent in 1849 was thirty-eight lakhs and 
a half. Its numerical strength and cost were almost exactly the 
same in the last year of its existence as " the Nizam’s Army”.^ 

In 1848 the Governor-General admitted the “preposterous” 
charges of the Contingent. He professed to be " prepared”, and 
■"very willing”, “to make every exertion” that "might safely 
■diminish” those charges “as vacancies occurred, and as oppor- 
tunities offered”. In five years he did nothing. 

That he could have " safely diminished” the charges within that 
period, and without any wonderful “ exertion”, is proved by the 
fact that, when there was a possibility of loss or inconvenience to 
our Government, Lord Dalhousie, in the first clear year after the 


^ The exact figures, as ofiScially given, are — 
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Assigned Districts were taken, reduced the cost of the Contingent 
to twenty-four lakhs and a half, and after three years to twenty- 
three lakhs.^ The Nizam’s Army was, according to the official 
statement, “reorganised on the 1st of January 1854; and its 
designation changed to that of the Hyderabad Contingent”. For 
the first year of reorganisation its cost is officially declared to 
have been only seventeen lakhs and a half of rupees. 

If, therefore, in the four years — 1849 to 1852 inclusive — before 
the stringent and peremptory demands of 1853, the Governor- 
General had made the same “exertion to diminish” those charges 
confessed by himself to be “ preposterous and extravagant”, that 
he made as soon as those demands were satisfied, there would have 
been no pretext for making those demands at all. There would 
have been no debt in 1853. There would have been a clear 
saving to the Nizam’s Government in those four years of at least 
sixty lakhs of rupees. Let it be understood that the Nizam was 
perfectly passive; he was allowed no choice or voice in the 
organisation or expenditure of the Contingent. All he had to 
do was to meet the charges, either in cash or in account. The 
alleged debt of 1853, amounting to fifty lakhs of Hyderabad 
rupees (or forty-three lakhs of Company’s rupees), arose entirely 
from the advances, with interest upon them, made by the Eesident 
out of his own treasury to supplement all the sums that could be 
extracted from the Nizam’s Government for the charges of the 
Contingent. But if those charges had been reduced in time, — 
when Lord Dalhousie’s eyes were open to their “ preposterous” 
character, — the sums extracted from the Nizamis Government 
would have been more than sufficient. Taking, as we surely may, 
the savings that ought to have been made in the four years before 
1853, as identical with the savings that actually were made in the 
four years after 1853, viz., sixty lakhs, we find that in May 1853, 


^ Here are the official figures : — 
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instead of owing fifty laths for the Eesident’s advances, the Nizam 
would have had ten lakhs to the good in his own treasury. He 
would not have paid more, because he would not have been called 
upon to pay more. 

We learn, furthermore, from the dissent by Sir Henry Willock 
in the Blue Book of 1859, that '"the despatch of the Court of 
Directors of the 18th December 1849 sanctioned a more extensive 
relief to the Nizam than that contemplated by the Governor- 
General” — and, it must be added , contemplatecV only. "We are 
of opinion”, the Directors had said, "that these measures ought 
not to be made dependent on the conduct of the Nizam. Tf the 
Contingent imposes upon the finances of the Nizam a greater 
burden than is req^uired by the maintenance of efficiency, the 
Nizam ought at once to be released from such unnecessary pres- 
sure.” " Since the issue of the above instructions”, continues Sir 
Henry Willock, "the embarrassments of the Nizam have increased; 
his country has been disturbed by internal commotion; the services 
of the Contingent have been refused him, when they might legiti- 
mately have been afforded ; the revenue has been further on de- 
cline ; the pressure of the Contingent has been more sensibly felt, 
and no step has been taken to carry out the instructions of the 
Court. Vacancies have occurred in the Staff of the Contingent, 
and they have been filled up by the Governor-General.”^ 

" Successive Eesidents at Hyderabad”, said Sir Henry Willock, 
" officers of high character and standing, Sir Charles Metcalfe, 
Colonel Stewart, General Fraser, and Colonel Low, have severally 
declared that we are not justified by Treaty in making such large 
calls on the Nizam's treasury, and that the burden of the Contin- 
gent has materially operated in producing the financial embarrass- 
ments which now paralyse the power of the State.”^ 

The Honourable Court again addressed the Government of India 
on the 3rd December 1851, expressing their desire that "by a 
general revision of the constitution and expenses of the Contingent, 
the Government of India should set an example to the Nizam of 
the retrenchments which the condition of his finances so urgently 
requires.” Nothing was done. 

But although nothing was done, there was, we perceive, a prac- 
tical unanimity of opinion at the Hyderabad Eesidency, in the 

^ Papers Relatiiig to the Nizam (234 of 1859), p. 9. ^ Ibid. 
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Council-cliainber at Calcutta, and in Leadenliall Street, tliat the 
cost of the Contingent was excessive, and ought to be diminished. 
And this opinion had prevailed for many years. 

Thus it may fairly be said that the alleged debt of fifty lakhs of 
rupees, accumulated between 1849 and 1853, was debt directly, if 
not deliberately, created by Lord Dalhousie’s refusal, with his eyes 
open and his conscience awakened, to cut down those “excessive” 
and “preposterous” charges, which he cut down very promptly 
when, by using the debt of his own creation as a pretext, he had 
got securely in pawn the Nizam’s Berar provinces. 

But was the so-called Contingent a Force of legitimate origin, 
and lawfully maintained at the Mzaln’s expense ? That seems to 
be extremely doubtful. Colonel Low, when acting as Eesident in 
1848, said tliat the Contiijgent was kept up “ for purposes of our 
own, not of the Nizamis.” ^ There is a perfect chain of official 
admissions to the same effect from 1819 down to 1853. In a 
Minute of 10th November 1819 the Marquis of Hastings thus 
expresses his determination as to the maintenance of the Contin- 
gent : — “ It is perfectly true that those troops are, in fact, more 
ours than those of the Sovereign by whom they are maintained. 
Although paid by the Nizam, and nominally appertaining to His 
Highness, their habit of receiving their stipend through us, and of 
being commanded by British Officers, leave room for the expecta- 
tion that in any rupture between the States they would side with 
us against their ostensible master. Now; would it be consonant to 
wisdom, or to the trust reposed in us by the Honourable Company, 
that we should sacrifice such a security to a casuistical point of 
equity ?” And further on in the same Minute he says that it would 
be “ impolitic to let an over-refinement cause our open abrogation 
of such an inexpensive addition to our strength”. 

The “casuistical point of equity” and “over-refinement”, to 
which Lord Hastings refused to sacrifice our “ inexpensive” gains, 
are expressions which tell their own tale with cynical straight- 
forwardness. 

Here is an extract from the instructions issued by Lord Hastings 
to the Eesident on the 26th October 1819. 

“ This invariable attention to the interests of Ohnndoo Lall (to which 
we are in honour bound), and the maintenance of the Eeformed 
Troops” (the Contingent Force), “ are the essentials for us. 

^ Ante^ p, 248 . 
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“ The Eeformed Troops, which we owe to Chundoo Lall, will have 
taken such root in the establishment of the country, that there can 
he little hazard, and shortly there will be none, of any endeavours to 
reduce them.” 

If the Nizam were to indicate any wish to remove the Minister, 
the following course was prescribed by Lord Hastings to the Eesi- 
dent, in a letter dated 25th October 1822. 

“ The proposition would have to be met with such a countenance as 
should imply serious consequences. You would give it to be understood, 
by intelligible hints, that the removal of Chundoo Lall would cause a 
material change in the connection between the two Grovernments. It 
would be fitting to throw out, as if loosely, that, should a Minister in 
whom the British Government could have no confidence be entrusted 
with His Highness’s concerns, it might be incumbent on the British 
Government to look to its interests in another mode than what had 
hitherto sufficed, and to claim for itself, as standing in the Peishwa’s 
position, all those rights over the Hyderabad dominions which that 
Prince had possessed. This glimpse of eventual procedures would 
assuredly be decisive. The Governor-General in Council holds the 
good faith of this Government to be staked for the maintenance of 
Eajah Chundoo Lall in his office, unless he shall be guilty of some 
distinct delinquency : and you will please to regard it as a special obli- 
gation upon you to support that Minister.”^ 

Eajah Chundoo Lall was, in fact, upheld at the head of 
the Hyderabad administration by irresistible British power 
for more than thirty years, and then reluctantly given up,^ 
not in accordance with the judgment or wishes of the Sove- 
reign, not for the advantage of the people, but for the promo- 
tion of what were officially asserted to be British interests, and 
which certainly were the interests of a great many English 
officers, for the purpose of compelling the Hyderabad State to 
sustain from its revenues this Force, which no Treaty recognised 
or justified, and which was employed in doing the duties which 
properly devolved, under Treaty and in return for a subsidy terri- 
torially secured, on' the Hyderabad Subsidiary Force. 

No operation, no march, no movement, was ever made by the 
Hyderabad Contingent, that we were not bound, by the terms of 
the Treaty of 1800, to make for the service of the Nizam, by 
means of the Hyderabad Subsidiary Force. 

'^Hyderabad Fajpers^ 1824, pp. 31, 32. ^ pp. 193^ 194. 
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Even Lord Dallioiisie himself admitted this^ in substance and in 
terms, in the 4oth paragraph of his Minute of 30th March 1853, 
when he said : — 

I am well aware that indirectly we derive benefit from it. It preserves 
order within the dominions of the Nizam, and so performs duties which 
in some degree would otherwise fall on the Subsidiary Force. Neither 
do I overlook the fact that, if the Contingent should be abolished, our 
obligation to protect His Highness’s person, and to repress important 
resistance to his authority, would remain in force, while our means of 
fulfilling the obligation would be diminished.”^ 

Lord Dalhousie appears, it is true, to qualify this admission by 
saying ''in some deyred', and by adding an assertion that “the Sub- 
sidiary Force is not required by Treaty to perform all the petty 
services that now fall upon the Contingent”. But without admit- 
ting that any degree or distinction of services can be founded on 
the comprehensive engagements of the Treaty of 1800, it is quite 
enough to remark that “ petty services” could have been performed 
by a petty Force. 

Colonel Sykes pointed out in the Court of Directors that a most 
unwarrantable and insidious assumption was made by calling this 
Force “ the Hyderabad Contingent’. 

^‘Although Captain Sydenham, the Resident, for the first time 
designates the Nizam’s Infantry as the Nizam’s Contingent, he does 
not claim the shadow of authority for the designation. The Resident 
neither adverted to the authority of the Nizam for it, nor does it appear 
that the Nizam directly or indirectly sanctioned it, or even knew of it. 
In short, it was a term gratuitously assumed by the Resident, and 
could not honestly be identified with a Contingent which the Nizam 
was only bound to supply in the time of actual war ; but the term has, 
unhappily for the Nizam, adhered to that body of troops ever since, 
and has occasioned mistaken associations in the minds of successive 
authorities in India, that it was a commutation of the .Contingent 
stipulated for in the Treaty of 1800, and that we were therefore justi- 
fied in exacting its maintenance. 

It is needless to argue here the question whether any tenable 
or plausible case can be presented for the assertion, occasionally 
made, that the Contingent was maintained under Treaty obliga- 
tions, for this simple reason, that Lord Dalhousie, having originally 

^ Nizam's Debt (418 of 1854), p. 112. 

2 Papers Belating to tJie Nizam (234 of 1859), p, 13- 
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made use of that plea, and emphasised it with the most imperious 
and intimidating language in his direct address to the Nizam/ 
afterwards, on more careful examination of the facts, withdrew that 
plea, and put on record, in the clearest possible terms, that. the Nizam 
stood bound by no such Treaty obligations. In the 16th para- 
graph of his Minute of SOth March 1853, after explaining at some 
length how he had arrived at the conclusion, he says : — “ These 
are the reasons by which I have found myself forced to the con- 
clusion that the Government of India has no right whatever, either 
by the spirit or by the letter of the Treaty of 1800, to require the 
Nizam to maintain the Contingent in its present form.” Again, 
in its 44th paragraph he says: — I, for my part, can never consent, 
as an honest man, to instruct the Eesident to reply, that the Con- 
tingent has been maintained by the Nizam, from the end of the 
war in 1817 until now, because the 12th Article of the Treaty of 
1800 obliges His Highness so to maintain it.”^ 

Granting, however, for the sake of argument, that the Force in 
question was rightly called the Contingent, that it was of legi- 
timate origin, and even that it was kept up in obedience to the 
terms of a Treaty, so that the advances made by the British 
Government for its pay constituted a debt properly charged 
.against the Hyderabad State, it remains to be inquired whether 
the Nizam’s Government had not some counterclaims, or charges 
which ought to have been taken as a set-oif against the debt on 
account of the Contingent, and would have equalled or surpassed 
it in amount. 

The Nizam ceded territory under the Treaty of 1800, in com- 
mutation of a subsidy in cash, on the express stipulation that in 
return for it the British Government was to maintain the Hyder- 
rabad Subsidiary Force at a certain specified strength. But that 
Force was -reduced, without the Nizam’s consent, and in disregard 
of Treaty obligations, for a lengthened period, to a lower strength 
than that specified, at a great pecuniary saving to the British 
Government. The British Government was able to reduce the 
numbers of the Subsidiary Force, and its own expenditure, mainly 
in consequence of the services rendered by the Contingent, and 

1 See paragraphs 8 and 34 of his Minute of the 27th of May 1851, and his 
Khureeta to the Nizam. — Nizam's Debt (418 of 1864), pp. 32, 34, 41, ante^ 
p, 344. “ Nizam's Debt (418 of 1854), pp. 100, 111. 
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tlie expenditure tliereby imposed on the Hyderabad State. The 
savings arising from the unauthorised reduction of the Subsidiary 
Force ought clearly, therefore, to have been credited to the Hizam’s 
Oovermnent. 

This fact was perfectly well understood by our authorities.^ 
Major Moore, in the Court of Directors, thus explained the posi- 
tion in his Dissent, dated the 7th November 1853 : — 

“We have reduced the numerical strength of our Regiments in the 
Subsidiary Force from 1,000 firelocks to ?50 of Infantry, and from 
500 sabres to 420 in each Regiment of Cavalry, and the number of 
troops kept up by us in the Hyderabad territory for the last thirty 
years has been more than one-fourth less than the number for which 
we had contracted, and received payment in advance. 

“ Upon what plea did we fall short in the due performance of our 
contract ? By what right have we received payment for troops we did 
not furnish ? If these facts are true, are we, or are we not, bound to 
account to the Nizam for what we have received from him for an 
equivalent we have not fulfilled 

If the saving of at least one-fifth of the cost of the Subsidiary 
Force for thirty years, in contravention of the Treaty of 1800, 
and by the substitution of the so-called Contingent kept up at the 
Nizam's cost, were fairly calculated, without any interest, it would 
place a sum of more than two • crores of rupees — two millions 
sterling — to the credit of the Hyderabad State. 

The Nizam's Government in 1851 had a still more tangible and 
categorical claim for very large sums of money annually appro- 
priated by our authorities for a series of years, but really due, 
and eventually acknowledged to have been due, to the Hyderabad 
State. , . 

In a letter dated the 6th of February 1850, General Fraser 
submits a request for a suitable remuneration being granted to an 
officer performing the duties of Superintendent of Police at 
Secunderabad, the cantonment of the Subsidiary Force, where 
“it is reckoned that about 54,000 of the Nizam's subjects reside". 
The Resident had no doubt that this officer ought to be paid for 
these additional duties, but raises the question “ whether he should 
be paid by his own Government or by that of His Highness the 
Nizam", Here is his own opinion 

^ See letter from Lord Auckland's Private Secretary, Mr. 1. R, Colvin 
unte^ p, 9L ^ Fapers Relating to the Nimm (234 of 1859), p. 4, 
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“It appears to me tliat it should be by the former, because our 
Goyerument receives the profits of the Secunderabad Abkarree, or 
excise duties arising from the sale of spirituous liquors and intoxicat- 
ing drugs, and appropriates them to its own use, amounting on an 
average of the last ten years to 84,124 : 13 : 1 0 Company’s rupees^ per 
annum ; and I cannot find on the records of my office any sufficient 
reason to justify our thus having appropriated the whole of these 
profits to ourselves, without the assent of the Nizam’s Government, or 
even, so far as I can learn, any communication with it on the subject. 

“ On the contrary, the very question now referred to was recently 
brought forward by Shums-ool-Oomra Bahadur, during his adminis- 
tration, and was not decided only because he was removed from office, 
and that the discussion of the matter has not since been renewed by 
the Nizam’s Government. 

• “I may add that the profits of the Kurroorgeeree, or duty on grain 
and other articles of consumption imported into the cantonment, are 
appropriated exclusively by the Nizam’s Government; although I 
perceive no sufficient reason why any distinction should be made 
between these two sources of revenue, in as far as regards the right of 
appropriating them. 

“ Our own Regulations, no doubt, provide for the levy of Excise 
duties in Military cantonments in the Company’s territory, and the 
proceeds are received and carried to account by the Civil Collector ; 
but I apprehend we should be somewhat embarrassed to show our right 
to make these Regulations applicable to the cantonment of Secunder- 
abad, under the peculiar circumstances above explained.” 

And in a postscript to this letter the Resident adds : — 

“ It may be proper for me to observe that with regard to the appro- 
priation of the average amount of Abkarree duty received at Secun- 
derabad, viz.. Company’s rupees 84,124 : 18 : 10 per annum, I have 
reason to believe that but a small proportion, perhaps not more than a 
fourth part, is disbursed on account of the expenses of the police 
establishment, etc., at Secunderabad, and that the balance of above 
60,000 rupees per annum is remitted to Madras, and carried to the 
credit of the Honourable Company.”^ 

The Nizam’s Minister, in a note to the Resident, dated the 19th 
of August 1851, renewed his claim on the part of the Hyderabad 
Government to the profits arising from the Abkarree, or Excise 

^ About a lakh (100,000) of Hyderabad rupees. 

2 The Abkarree collections at Jaulna, the other cantonment of the Sub- 
sidiary Force, raised the amount to more than Rs. 100,000 per annum. 
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and liquor licences, in the cantonment of Secunderabad, "'in 
terms’", as General Eraser said, " showing an intention to claim the 
arrears cd revenue for past years, which has hitherto been appro- 
priated by the British Government.’" 

" It appears to me”, continued the Eesident in his remarks on 
the Minister’s demand, "that some difficulty may be found in 
solving this question in such a manner as will prove satisfactory 
to the Ni/ani’s Government ; and I beg to refer to my letter under 
date Bth of February 1850, giving cover to a correspondence 
between the Minister and myself, in which the same subject is 
brought forward that is now renewed by Sooraj-ool-Moolk, when I 
took occasion to express some doubt of the justice of our appro- 
priating to ourselves the entire and exclusive profits of the 
Abkarree contract in question.” 

“ Viewing the Hyderabad Subsidiary Force as a mere Lushkur or 
Camp, as it was originally called, accompanied by its own usual number 
of camp-followers, it might seem fair enough that the proceeds of the 
Abkarree contract should have been appropriated for the payment of 
police and other charges. But the matter assumes a dijBferent aspect, 
when, in process of time, the Camp became a permanent cantonment, 
and gradually drew within it, or around it (for the precise limits of 
the cantonment have never yet been determined), a large number of 
His Highness’s subjects, estimated by Brigadier James at between 
50,000 and 60,000, resorting thither for the purposes of trade, or the 
advantage of our military protection.” 

The General considered, however, that the question of the 
aiTcars of this Excise revenue was open to argument " on plain 
and reasonable grounds”, and was clearly "inadmissible” under 
the actual circumstances. 

“ If, before the receipt from Government of the final orders on this 
subject, any intimation reaches me from the Nizam’s Government of its 
expectation that the arrears of Abkarree revenue shall be!, taken as 
payment, or part payment, of the second instalment of the debt still 
due to UvS by the Nizam, and to be paid before the 81st proximo, I sliall 
at once declare it to be out of the question that I should allow what 
is at best a problematical claim to be regarded as a set-oflf aguinst the 
fulfilment of a positive and unconditional engagement to pay within 
an ear-ly fixed period the amount of a bond fide and acknowledged 
debt.” 

In a despatch dated the 12th of November 1851, Lord Dalbousie 
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entirely rejected tliis claim on the part of the Nizam’s Government 
in the following terms : — 

“ His Lordship thinks there is no ground for the claim to the tax on 
the part of the Nizam. It is a check established for the maintenance 
of order, sobriety and discipline among the troops in cantonment ; and 
as such is not claimable by His Highness, but belongs to the Power 
whose troops they are, and who are placed in such cantonment by 
virtue of Treaty.” 

The reasoning in this paragraph could hardly be more feeble or 
more perverse. “By virtue of Treaty,” the Treaty of 1800, whereby 
the Nizam paid fully for the service, the Honourable Company 
agreed to maintain the Subsidiary Force. By Article v of the 
Treaty of 1800, the Nizam ceded “to the Honourable Bast India 
Company, in perpetuity, aU the territories acquired by His High- 
ness under the Treaty of Seringapatam of 1792, and under the 
Treaty of Mysore of 1799”, “ for the regular payment of the lohole 
expense of the said augmented Subsidiary Force.” 

As if this proviso were not enough, under Article viii of the 
.same Treaty, “ the said East India Company agrees to accept the 
said districts as a full and complete satisfaction for all demands on 
account of the pay and charges of the said Subsidiary Force.”^ 

One part of 'Hhe whole expense'' or '^charges" of keeping up such 
a Force, was necessarily that of “ maintaining order, sobriety and 
discipline among the troops in cantonment”. How could that 
expense be chargeable to the Nizam’s Excise revenue ? But even 
if that expense could, under any pretext, have been so charged, 
General Fraser tells us, in the postscript to his letter of the 5th of 
February 1850,^ that only a small part of the Abkarree collections 
was requhed for the police and sanitary arrangements of the 
oantonments, and that three-quarters of these collections were 
annually remitted to the Madras Government, that is to say, were 
appropriated for Imperial purposes. 

But it is really no longer possible for anyone to raise an argu- 
ment in favour of the arbitrary refusal of Lord Dalhousie in 
1851,. or to revive the discussion on the lines adopted by that 
Governor-General, since the principle was, after full consideration, 
■conceded in favour of the Hyderabad State by the Government of 
Lord Canning, as mentioned in the following extract of a despatch 
1 Aitclmon^s Treaties^ vol. v, pp. 71, 72. ^ Ante, p, 362. 
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dated the 12th of October 1860, from the Eesident, Colonel David- 
son, to the Government of India, wMch contains as ample an 
acknowledgment as could well be made. 

“ I have always been of opinion that, had the pecuniary demands of 
the two Governments been impartially dealt with, we had no just, claim 
against the JSTizam for the present debt of forty- three lakhs of Com- 
pany’s rupees. His Highness’s Minister, in a note dated 19th August 
1851, when pressed on account of the arrears of the pay of the Con- 
tingent, asked for the surplus of the Abkarree revenue of Secunderabad 
and Jaulna, which was afterwards prospectively allowed to be a por- 
tion of the legitimate revenue of the Hyderabad State. We carried 
those revenues, which at present amount to one lakh annually, to our 
own credit from 1812 to 1858 ; say for forty-one years. The above 
would have given the Nizam a credit of forty-one lakhs (£410,000), 
without interest, against the debt we claimed. Further, we charged 
His Highness, from January 1849 to May 1853, with interest at six per 
cent, on advances for the pay of the Contingent, which charge for 
interest amounted to ten and a half lakhs of rupees, although the 
Nizam earnestly protested against being made to pay interest at all, 
hut nevertheless it was debited against him in account.* 

I believe it must be apparent, from what I have stated above, that 
in 1858 we had little or no real pecuniary claim against the Nizam,”^ 

Again, in his Administration Report for the official year 1861-62, 
paragraph 150, the same Resident, Colonel Davidson, says: — '^This 
debt the present Nizam and his father equally refused to acknow- 
ledge. They brought counter-claims against the British Govern- 
ment, which they complained had neither been recognised nor 
refuted.” 

It appears to me, therefore, impossible to avoid the conclusion 
that in 1851, when the Nizam was compelled to pay upwards of 
forty-two lakhs of rupees, by Lord Dalhousie’s peremptory demand 
for territorial security, and in 1 853, when, under threats of mili- 
tary coercion, he was made to give territorial security for an 
alleged debt of about forty-three lakhs more, His Highness did not 
really owe one single rupee to the Honourable Company, but that, 
on the contrary, the pecuniary balance, if rightly calculated, would 
have been immensely in favour of the Hyderabad State. 

^ PaperSj Deccan^ Hyderabad Amgned Districts (338 of 1867), p. 27. 
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CHAPTEE X. 


Small Payment on account of Debt — IsTizam’s jewels pawned — Letters to 
and from Lord Dalhousie — The Nizam says the Contingent is not to be 
reduced — Lord Dalhousie declares he has given no hint on that subject 
— A Respite Granted — General Fraser’s Instructions for managing 
Assigned Districts — No Treaty wanted — Interviews with the Nizam — 
His Highness doubts whether he should please us if he improved his 
own troops — The Resident instructed not to press for payment of Debt 
— Lord Dalhousie determined on territorial assignment, with a Treaty — 
His important Letter on this subject and General Fraser’s answer — 
Project of the Hyderabad Bank — Lord Dalhousie’s veto — Honest 
abstraction of State Jewels and their redemption — Trial of Zoolficar 
All Beg — Censure of Government — General Fraser’s indignant rejoinder 
and resignation — Departure from Hyderabad. 

Although the second instalment of the Nizam's debt, amounting 
to about thirty-two lakhs of Company's rupees, was to have been 
paid up by the 31st of October 1861, General Fraser, after a weari- 
some series of written communications, and private interviews 
with the Nizam and his Minister, had only received by the 5th of 
December, the sum of Co. Es. 873,547. On that day the Resident 
wrote • to Lord Dalhousie that he could not yet say that “ the 
desired effect had been produced, but perhaps enough to induce 
the Government of India to wait a little longer.” On the 11th of 
December the General wrote again, as follows : — 

‘‘ Mt Lobb, — ^Tou will probably desire to know what chance there is 
of the remainder of the Nizam’s debt being paid by the 4th proximo. 
I did not advert to this point in my public letter of the 5th instant, 
because I did not possess information on the subject which would give 
any value to my opinion regarding it. Having written, however, the 
day before yesterday a private note to Sooraj-ool-Moolk, for the pur- 
pose of exciting him to activity in the provision of means for the final 
liquidation of the Nizam’s debt, I took occasion to ask him how it 
happened that he wai^ only enabled to send me Co. Rs. 873,547, when 
in Ids note to me of 28th October last, he told me that he had twenty 
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laklis of Hyderabad rupees ready ; and in bis note of tbe 1st November, 
that tbe Nizam bad made over jewels, etc., to bim to tbe amount of 
thirty lakbs of rupees. I received bis reply last nigbt, and transmit 
it for your Lordsbip’s information. 

“ I remain, My Lord, 

“ Your very faithful and obedient servant, 

“ J. S. Fraser.” 

Tbe hopes held out in Sooraj-ool-Moolk’s private note, though 
expressed with some confidence, were not calculated to convey 
anything like certainty to the experienced mind of the Eesident, 
or to the Governor-General, for the Minister said that more than 
half of the eight lakhs of rupees just sent had been raised by 
pawning some of the Nizam’s jewels, and that he relied chiefly on 
a similar transaction on a larger scale — for which, he assured 
General Fraser, His Highness had issued orders — for completing 
the second instalment. 

Sooraj-ool-Moolk had written to the Eesident on the 19th of 
November a note, which was at once forwarded for the Governor- 
Generahs information, in which the Minister stated that at a con- 
ference with the Nizam on the subject of reducing the number of 
^ troops. His Highness commanded’’ him to except the troops of 
the Sarf-i-Kliass, for his Highness’s own protection and personal 
attendance, and also the Contingent”.^ 

It is to this “official announcement of the King’s wishes,” 
eagerly welcomed and made the most of at Calcutta, that Lord 
Dalhousie alludes in his next letter. 

“ Camp Futtebghur, December 26tb, 1851. 

“ My dear General Fraser, — great accumulation of business at 
this moment must prevent me for a short time from entering officially 
on tbe subject of your last despatch, but I lose no time in saying to 
you privately that I quite coincide with you in all you have done 
regarding tbe payment of tbe second instalment of tbe Nizam’s debt. 
Tbe real and tbe only object of this Government has been to obtain 
that payment, and tbe fixing peremptorily of a final day for its pay- 
ment was resorted to as tbe sole effectual means of convincing tbe 
Nizam that we were in earnest. I have no desire to press him to a 
day, and am very willing to make all reasonable allowances for tbe 
undoubted difficulties with which he has to contend, and which bis 


1 Nizam^B Belt (418 of 1854), p. 86. 
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m HINT on PEOMPTING? 


Minister is apparently struggling manfully, and in good faitli, to 
overcome. 

“ I, therefore, without allowing him to suppose that there is any 

relaxation on our part, — a belief which you have wisely discouraged, 

am willing to give him reasonable time to complete his payments as he 
can, assuring you at the same time that if you see any reason to doubt 
the sincerity of his exertions for that purpose, or the reality of his now 
declared intentions to reduce, I shall still have recourse to the occupa- 
tion of such territory as shall suj0B.ce to pay the remaining portion of 
the debt on the same terms as were contained in my original de- 
claration. 

“ The official announcement of the King’s wishes regarding the Con- 
tingent, proceeding as it has done from himself, without any hint or 
prompting from any of us, is a matter of great importance, especially 
as it was on record before the question which I addressed to you on 
that point had reached Hyderabad. The negative assent (if I may so 
say), which consisted in the absence of any remonstrance, and even the 
expressions used in conversation with the King, were hardly sufficient, 
and, at all events, fell far short of what he has now formally pro- 
nounced. 

“ If Sooraj-ool-Moolk successfully conducts to a conclusion the several 
measures to which I have referred, he will deserve well of his Master, 
and will richly deserve any compliments which you may suggest for 
his gratification and encouragement. 

“ I will write officially very soon. 

“ Yours sincerely, 

“ Dalhousie. 

“P.S. — am sorry Capt. Griffin memorialised, especially as he did 
so without personally memorialising me. I quite recognised the pecu- 
liarity of his case, and was prepared on the first opportunity to remedy 
it. But as he has handed, me up, of course T must hold my hand. He 
can^t expect me to be coerced into serving him. 

‘‘ D.” 

Lord Dalhousie says that '"the official announcement” of the 
Nizam’s "wishes regarding the Contingent” — that it was not to be 
included among the troops to be disbanded or reduced, — was " a 
matter of great importance”, "proceeding, as it has done, from 
himself, without any hint or prompting from any of us.” He 
must quite have overlooked the fact, though the date was not 
very far distant, that in June he had personally addressed the 
Nizam, telling him that " the maintenance of the Contingent” was 
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a duty imposed on the Government of l-Fyderabad by the stipu- 
lations of existing treaties”: and that “the ellieieut maintenance 
oC this Force” was “ nut only necessary to fulfil the obligations of 
Treaty, but essmilial as the main support of the stability” of His 
Highuess\s “ throne”.- The injunctions^ — for they are^ indeed, 
rather too strong to be described as “hints”, — occurred in a docu- 
ment calling upon tlie Nizam to give territorial security for the 
a,ccumulated arrears of that Contingent, telling him that the 
“ inde]>enden(*e of Ids sovei'eiguty” was in “imminent danger”, 
and incidentally reminding him that lie liad to deal with a “ great 
Government, whose resentment it was dangerous to provoke”, and 
which could, whenever it pleased, crush him under foot, and 
leave, him without a name or a trace”.^ 

Whatever may have been Lord Dalhousie’s intention in asserting 
a lr(‘aty obligation for the Contingent, there can be no doubt that 
the Nizam, in his simplicity, took it as a very strong hint — not 
the lirst he had received by any means, ^ though, perhaps, the 
strongest — that the (kmtingent was a sacred institution. The 
Nizam Nasir-ood-Howla had been nurtured in that faith by its 
high priest Eajah Chuudoo Lall, ordained and sustained in office 
l)y a vsuccession of Tlritish authorities merely for its preservation. 
It may be worth wliile recalling the observation made by His 
Highness at an interview with General Fraser on the 'Ztli of 
(October 1850. “ He observed that Maharajah Chundoo Lall had 

repeatedly impressed upon his mind the importance of maintaining 
the (k'mtingent and regularly paying it.”’^ Lord Dalhousie now 
renewed the testimony and the covenant, assuring the Nizam that 
on the maintenance of this Force depended “ the stability of Ms 
throne”, since its disbandment would involve the violation of a 
Treaty. Lord Dalhousie very soon, as we shall see, ascertained 
and acknowledged that there was no such Treaty obligation, but 
the Governor-Generars corrected views were never communicated 
to the Nizam. 

At the end of the year 1851, satisfied for the time with the pay- 
ment of forty-two lakhs of rupees on account, and still more with . 
what he called the ^'official announcement” that the Nizam would 

^ Ante, p. 344 Nizan^s DeM (418 of 1854), pp. 41, 42, 43. 

® See, for example, the hint given by Lord Ellenborongh’s Government. 
-^Ante, p. 105. ^ Ante, p. 315. 
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hints” or “orders”. 


not ask to be relieved from the Contingent, Lord Dalhousie 
recorded a Minute on the 3rd of January 1852, declaring his 
intention of “ not proceeding to extreme measures”, as he “ saw 
cause to believe that His Highness was, in sincerity, labouring to 
meet the requirements which such measures were intended to 
enforce”. He quoted with peculiar satisfaction the report of the 
Dewan, Sooraj-ool-Moolb, that the Nizam had expressly made his 
plan of reducing troops “ exclusive of the Sarf-i-Khass and the 
Contingent, which, in conformity with orders, are to remain fixed 
and determined as at present.” There is much reason to believe, 
if only from these words, that what Lord Dalhousie would not 
recognise even as “ hints” the Nizam considered as “ orders”. His 
Highness understood most certainly that he had no choice or voice 
as to the essential point, the expense of this Force, a truth plainly 
acknowledged by Lord Dalhousie when he states in this Minute 
that it is “imposed” on the Nizam. He reiterates his “opinion 
that the Contingent is unnecessarily costly, and that the same or a 
sufficient Force could be maintained at a less expense than is now 
imposed on His Highness’s treasury.” He says that “ some time 
ago” he “ he took measures with a view to reducing the charges of 
the Contingent”, and he “trusts” that “means may be found of 
lightening the burden without impairing its real efficiency”.^ 
Excellent and equitable as may have been Lord Dalhousie^s inten- 
tions for the moment, “means” were not “found”, and the “burden” 
was not “lightened”, as has already been shown by authentic 
figures.^ 

The “ extreme measure”, now suspended for a term, was, as we 
know, the demand for districts in “mortgage”, as a security for the 
alleged debt, and with a view to its gradual liquidation in three 
years. The officers selected to take charge of the three districts, 
with the sanction of the Governor-General, were Captains Meadows 
Taylor and Bullock and Mr. Henry Dighton.^ While it yet 
appeared likely that this “extreme measure” would have to be 
put in force about June 1851, General Fraser issued identical 
instructions to these three gentlemen, “ appointed to the adminis- 
tration of certain provinces of His Highness the Nizam, trans- 
ferred to our temporary management.” These instructions received 

^ Nim?)i’$ Debt (418 of 1854), pp. 91, 92. ^ Ante^ pp. 354, 355. 

3 Nizamis Debt (418 of 1854), p. 35 ; ante, p. 272. 
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the approval of the Government of . India, and a few extracts will 
explain tlieir general tendency and spirit. 

Yon have not now been appointed to the administration of a distinct 
in British territory to which a system of known and establislied rules 
is already applicable, and where arrangements once made are likely to 
be of permanent duration ; but on the contrary yon arc placed in charge 
of a portion of territory belonging to an independent foreign Prince, 
to be administered by ns merely in temporary trust. Were the dis- 
tricts in (piestion ceded to ns in perpetuity, there can be no doubt that 
the wliole present system of management would require great nd 
radical change. But yon must bear in mind that ibis is forbidden, 
equally by the circumstances of the case and the instructions of the 
Government of India.” 

The Piosident forwarded lor their iiiforniation the letter from 
the Government of India (published in the Blue Book), No. 1783, 
dated the 6th June 1851, and called their particular attention to 
its paragraph 9, where it was enjoined, that as little change 
as possible is to he introduced when transferring the Mzanfs- 
districts to the authority of the British Government, and that for 
the present our superintendence over the transferred districts is to 
be general, and should not extend to any close interference with 
the details of administration’’^ 

Under the orders of the Government of India you will adhere, as 
nearly as circumstances will conveniently permit, to the system which 
you may find already established in tho districts placed under your 
charge with respect to tho assessment and collection of revenue ; and 
you will of course perceive it to be desirable to abstain from making 
any revenue agreements, or contracts of any description, for periods 
beyond three years at most from the beginning of 1261 Puslee ; at the 
expiration of wlxich time, as the districts in question may bo restored 
to His Highness the Nimm’s authority, we should in all likelihood find 
ourselves much inconvenienced and embarrassed by having deviated 
from thia rule.” 

In all their plans and suggestions for changes, .by appointment, 
promotion, or dismissal among the official classes of the district, 
as in the measures prescribed or suggested by Geneml leaser him- 
self in these instructions, for the improvement of the local insti- 
tutions' of police and the administration' of justice, and for the 
execution of 'public ' 'works, he ^ warned 'these officers that 'they 

^ mu GlSof 18'54), p. '44*' ' 
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SCHOOL OF ADMINISTRATION. 


must never cease to bear in mind the express and special object 
for which the transferred districts have now been made over to 
our temporary management”. 

“ I enclose a copy of the authority with which His Highness the 
Hizam has furnished me, to take charge of the transferred districts ; 
and I add to it the requisite authorisation from myself, empowering 
you to enter upon your duties as Superintendent.” 

These instructions were issued ; but owing to the Hizarn having 
paid up the first instalment of thirty-four lakhs of rupees, as 
described in our last chapter, the three officers were stopped just 
as they were proceeding to their respective districts. But it will 
be seen from these instructions, that if the arrangement had been 
carried out, as originally designed and worked out in all its details 
by G-eneral Fraser, in communication with the Government, and 
in direct correspondence with Lord Dalliousie, there would have 
been no doubt, question, or possibility of debate as to the assign- 
ment being temporary ; while the actual charge would have been 
committed to three local officers, holding no British commission 
or warrant, but acting under a double authorisation from the 
Nizam and from the Eesident, who, in this formality and in his 
control over the management, would have represented both our 
Government and that of His Highness. The districts were to be 
managed very much as Captain Meadows Taylor was then manag- 
ing Shorapore, with the Nizam's consent, under the control of the 
British Eesident. There was to be no Treaty, convention, or instru- 
ment impeding total or partial restitution, or in any way^ impair- 
ing the sovereign rights of the Nizam. It was to be little more 
than a revival of the agency of English Superintendents intro- 
duced by Sir Charles Metcalfe, and hastily relinquished in 1829 
to please Eajah Chundoo. Lall.^ General Fraser's aim, as in his 
previously defeated project for a model district under Mr. 
Dighton,^ was that of establishing under his own guidance a 
school of administration, which might gradually spread its influ- 
ence over the whole country, and into the counsels of the State. 
And these results he thought would be more easily, more effec- 
tually, and more permanently reached and retained under the 
elastic and considerate arrangements he suggested, than under 
compulsion disguised as a Treaty. 

1 Ante,^.B6. 2 p. 219, 220. 
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It Wiis towards a very large and, if possible, a complete oxteii- 
si(>u of this plan of temporary tutelage and administrative educa- 
tion, that General Fraser endeavoured at every litting occasion 
during his long tenure of the Eesidency, from the time of Lord 
Auckland^ down to that of Lord Dallioiisie, to lead our Govern- 
ment, but always without effect His influence over both the 
Nizam and the most ]iowerful and capable nobles of his Court, 
Sooraj-ool-i\roolk and Shunis-ool-Oonira, and their confidence in 
his fair and benelicent intentions towards the Hyderabad State, 
augmented in so manifest a manner after the lapse of the first few 
years, that having entertained considerable doubts originally as to 
the Nizam’s free consent being ever given to a scheme of reform- 
ing management, he became perfectly certain at last that he could 
secure the consent of His Highness and the zealous co-operation 
of his Minister. But that idan did not suit Lord Dalhoiisie. 

The temporary assumption of districts having been dropped for 
the time, the early months of 1852 were chiefly passed in an 
unsatisfactory scries of ronionstraiiccs and explanations between 
the liesideiit and the Minister, with occasional references to the 
Nizam himself, on the subject of the very partial and imperfect 
manner in which they were paying the arrears of the Contingent”. 
In a letter dated the 14th of May 1852, General Fraser once 
more — though several times almost forbidden to renew the pro- 
posal — wrote to the Government of India : — I cannot hesitate to 
repeat the ojnuion already offered on former occasions, tliat the 
Nizam’s Government possesses but little capacity or vigour, and 
that if the Nizam is to be replaced in a position of honourable inde- 
pendence among the Native Princes of India, this will never be 
done otherwise than under temporary European management.” 

Some observations made by the Nizam on one or two occasions 
about this period are somewhat interesting and significant, when 
considered from the standpoint of the head of a State the relations 
of which with our Government, and its comparative importance, 
had been so remarkably modified by circumstances almost within 
his own recollection. At a private interview with His Highness 
on the 26th June 1852, the Resident complained that engagements 
to pay the Contingent re^arly, by the allotment of the revenues 
df certain districts, had not been kept. 

1 See p. 45. 
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“ Instead of seeming to consider any apology necessary, tlie Mzam 
entered upon, as he generally does at every interview I have with him, 
a long explanation of the difficulties and disordered condition of 
the State, which he dated from the time of Maharajah Clmndoo LalL 
He spoke of these difficulties as being the cause of the deepest distress 
to him, and observed that the condition of his country filled him with 
grief. 

“ ‘ Why, then,’ I replied, ‘ does not your Highness immediately remove 
the source of this grief by applying yourself with energy and vigour 
to the relief of your financial embarrassments by the reduction of all 
unnecessary expenditure, more particularly of the Irregular troops, or 
Tynatee Jamayut Force, costing, as it does, nearly twice as much as the 
Contingent, and being absolutely worthless ? ’ 

“ ^ If your Highness,’ I continued, ‘is resolved to maintain a body of 
Irregular troops, disband at least a considerable portion of the present 
nominal force; take means for assuring yourself that the remainder 
are actually and in good faith kept up for the service of the State, and 
let them be better clothed and disciplined than the wretched beings 
who now pass under the name of soldiers.’ 

“ The Minister here remarked to His Highness that, on entering the 
precincts of the Palace, I had stopped in front of the Battalion that 
was drawn up there to salute me, and had expressed my astonishment 
that the Hizam could 'permit such a miserable, ill- clad, and undisci- 
plined rabble to mount guard near his Pala. 

“ Upon this, the Nizam, turning to me again, replied, ‘ These troops 
are, as you say, worthless, and have not the clothing and discipline of 
yours. But what can I do ? If I were to proceed to clothe, and dis- 
cipline, and organise them more regularly, what would your Govern- 
ment say, and what ideas would it entertain ?’ 

“I did not consider it necessary to press His Highness for the mean- 
ing of this last remark.” 

On the 23rd of July, Captain Davidson, the Assistant Eesident 
(afterwards Colonel and Eesident), was informed by the Dewan 
Sooraj-ool-Moolk of some remarkable observations lately made by 
the Nizam. 

“ His Highness on several occasions lately had remarked to him, 
when he pressed for money from His Highness’s private treasury to 
pay the Contingent, ‘ Don’t be afraid — the British Government never 
can take from me districts to pay troops I am not bound to support by 
the Treaty.’ The Nizam also told the Minister that it was his duty tp 
have the pension-list of the Contingent, amounting to nearly two lakhs of 
rupees per annum, regulated, as it was not the custom of his Govern- 
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menfc to pension men Lelonging to foreign parts (Huidnstan, as distin- 
guislicd from ilic Deccan), not liis own subjects, and who could gain 
their own Urelihood by agriculture and other pursuits, but to pension 
women and old people who had no other means of gaining their sub- 
sistence. 

^'The Nizam also remarked, ‘I am aware that the days when my 
alliance was useful or dcsix'ablo to the British Government are well- 
nigh at an end ; but I fully rely upon its honour and good hxith for the 
performance oi* tlic dilfercnt articles of the Treaties existing between 
the Iavo Governments’.” 

r>y this time there can be little doubt that Lord Dalliousie's 
mind was made up to have the Berar Ih'ovinces by means of a 
Treaty, for General Fraser had reetdved a. letter from the Govern- 
ment of India, dated the 10th of A])ril 1852, easily interpreted now, 
under the light of subsequent evemts, hut which was puzzling at 
the time, in which the llesidcnt was desired to make every arrange- 
ment possilde for the regular p)ay of the Contingent, 
fJiiti mo omit from pressinn for j)iiy7iient of the principal of flic Corn- 
pan fs tiehC 

The important letter from Lord Dalhousie, to which our atten- 
tion must now be turned, opens for the first time the question of a 
Treaty, whereby the territorial assignment of the Nizam’s best 
])rovinces was to be obtained, and tlie Hyderabad Contingent con- 
verted from its peculiar status, at once arbitrary and precarious, 
into a permanent and recognised Force, available for our purposes 
but paid by the Nizam. 

“ Government House, Calcutta, September 16th, 1852, 

“ Dear. Genkral Fraser, — The. unfortunate interruption of many 
important matters caused by the war in Burmah has prevented the 
Government fit)m dealing with the affairs of the Nizam, as, under more 
favoui^able circumstances, it would have attempted to do. The state of 
the Contingent, however, as represented in your despatches for months 
past, is so unbecoming to the Government, and so unjust to the Force, 
and the application of any remedy by the Nizam or his Minister appears 
by your last despatch to be so hopeless, that however inconvenient the 
measure may be, and however unpropitious the time, a new eJBfort must 
be made by the Government of India for an adjustment of this long 
vexed question. 

“ The two leading demands of the British Government in 1850 were, 
payment of the debt dne by the Nizam to the Government of India, 
and security for the regular payment of the Contingent. These points, 
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especially tlie first, were urged witli more sevei’ity than usual, on the 
ground, justly taken, of the total indifference of the Nizam to his obli- 
gations both towards this Govern m 'iit and the Contingent, and his 
neglect of every duty necessary for the maintenance of his relations 
with us. 

“Under the pressure of these representations and demands, the 
Nizam has undoubtedly done much, though by no means all that ho 
professed and promised, towards redeeming his obligations and resum- 
ing the observance of his duties. He has paid up somewhere about 
two- thirds of his debt, he has appointed a Minister, and he has made 
plausible, though probably insincere, and certainly unperformed, pro- 
mises for the redaction of his expenses, and for examination of the real 
condition of his finances. 

“On the other hand, he has not only palpably failed to meet our 
second demand for the regular payment of the Contingent, but he has 
endeavoured to repudiate his promise of setting apart certain specified 
revenues for this purpose, and oven to deny having made it. 

“The consequence has been that the Contingent, even after your 
recent payments from the British treasury, is no less than five months 
in arrears ; and the officers and men of the Force are shown, not by 
your despatches only, but by private intelligence received here also, to 
be in great straits and to be exposed to severe losses. The compliance 
of the Nizam with the requirements of this Government, and his 
appointment of a Minister, tardy though it was ; and the exertions he 
has made, unquestionably at great pecuniary disadvantage, to pay our 
debt, would dispose me to relax the peremptory strictness of our 
demand for entire repayment. But, on the other hand, the total neglect 
of what is a still more direct duty on his part, namely, the payment 
to his Contingent, and the fresh violation of his promise to make per- 
manent assignment of revenues exclusively for that purpose, induce me 
to resolve on pressing that point, and insisting upon a bond fide settle- 
ment, one way or the other. 

“ I say ‘ one way or the other’, because I am unable to concur with 
you in the views you take, and which you have urged in a recent 
despatch, of the Treaty obligation of the Nizam to maintain the Con- 
tingent in its present form. 

“ The Government of India frequently speaks of the obligation to 
maintain the Contingent imposed by Treaty, because for forty years the 
Nizam has admitted practically the application of such an interpreta- 
tion to the 12th Article of the Treaty of 1800. If, however, the Nizam 
should turn round upon us, and deny the obligation existing by Treaty, 
I am bound as a public man to say that I could not honestly argue that 
there was any other warrant than that of practice for upholding the 
Contingent. I could argue, and have argued, that His Highness’s 
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coiuluct. has liitlierto given that construction to the Treaty, and that 
till it. is rejected and resisted, there is an obligation upon him to sup- 
port pro])erly the Force which, under that construction, he has allowed 
us to organise : but if lie were to take his stand upon the Treaty, I 
could not argue that either the letter, or the spirit of it, bound the 
Ki'ztnn to maintain 0,000 troops, of a pocnliar and cost!}' nature, in 
peiiee, because it bound him to give 15,000 of his troops on the occur- 
rence. of war. 

The question cannot he allowed to remain any longct' in a state of 
uncertainty. The positive demand which must now be made upon 
him to ma.ke satisfactory provision in our hands for the payment of the 
t'onlingcni, which he has heretofore- consented to maintain, must 
bring the question to a point. And whatever bo the decision, ofiect 
must bo given to it by a fox'mal instrument; because we have seen 
that neither the official assurances of the Minister, authorised to give 
assurance, nor the personal word of the Sovereign, solemn and pledged, 
^viil affoi-d us any security for the performance of the promise which 
they may raiify. 

*‘Tho specific demand which we must make, supported by the 
reasons to which I have adverted, is that the Contingent shall be put 
upon a clear and secure footing by moans of a Treaty, supplementary 
to that of 1800, which must be concluded for the purpose. The 
am<,)unt of the Contingent, its duties, etc., must be distinctly specified; 
and for its payment territory must bo made over to the British 
Government. This territory shall be assigned only, not made over in 
sovereignty; and it shall be on the same footing as the territories 
assigned by Scindia in G walior in 1843, for the like purpose of main- 
taining a Contingent. The actual territory to be assigned will probably 
be those which the Government of India intimated its intention of 
occupying unless the debt due to it should be liquidated. Power to 
exercise the rights of government must, of course, be conveyed to us- 
within the ceded districts of the Nizam. 

On coxxcluding this arrangement, the Government of India will 
relinquish any further demands for the immediate payment of the 
rest of the debt duo to it. The Contingent shall be fully paid-up by 
the British Govommont, on the part of the Nizam; and the aggregate 
sum, composed of this payment of arrears, together with the unliquidated 
residue of debt, shall constitute a loan to the Nizam (either for a long 
period or indefinitely), on which interest shall be paid as before, at the 
rate of 6 per cent, per annum. 

The revenues of the ceded districts, after defi:aying expenses of 
management, shall be applied (1st) to the payment of the Contingent 
(2iid) to the payment of interest on the loan above-mentioned; (3rd) 
to the smaller payments annually due ; (4th) the surplus, if any, to be 
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paid over to the iN'izain, for %vhose information and satisfaction the 
accounts of the ceded districts shall annually bo submitted by the 
Government of India. 

“An assurance shall further be given to His Highness that the ex- 
penses of the Contingent shall, as opportunity offers, be reduced to 
the lowest sum consistent with the maintenance in full efficiency of 
the Force he may name. 

“ The Nizam, in his official communications with you, as the repre- 
sentative of the British Government, during last year, formally stated 
that he wished the Contingent to be maintained. He even stipulated 
for its maintenance at its full present force, as the only condition on 
which he would consent to effect those reductions in the other troops 
of his State, which, for his own sake, we have urged him to make. 

“His interest must strongly urge him to uphold the only Force in 
any degree at his disposal in whose discipline and fidelity he can place 
the smallest reliance. The terms we propose for his adoption are per- 
fectly just, moderate, and usual. They provide for no more than the 
maintenance of the number of troops for which he stipulates, on the 
most economical footing which may be compatible with their efficiency ; 
and' the assignment of lands for the payment of the force is not an 
alienation of sovereignity, but a cession of management made for his 
own behoof, just as it was lately made for the neighbouring State of 
Gwalior. 

“ In short, if the Nizam be sincere in the expression of his wishes, 
and at all reasonable as to the mode of executing them, he can make 
no objections to a proposal which is so obviously favourable to his 
interests. 

“ But unfortunately we have had many proofs that the Nizam cannot 
be depended upon as either reasonable or sincere. 

“Notwithstanding, therefore, the formal declaration in 1851 of his 
wishes for the maintenance of the Contingent, he may be so insincere 
as to repudiate that wish now, as he has lately attempted to repudiate 
his promise made at the same time for the assignment of specific 
revenues for its payment. He may take his stand on the actual 
Treaty, and deny his obligation to uphold the Contingent it its present 
form, when he sees it about to be permanently established in that form. 
He may be so unreasonable as (while willing to render the Contingent 
permanent) to object to the assignment of territory for its payment, 
though this is essential to its permanency. 

“If be shall do so, the question will become more grave than 
it has ever yet been. At this moment I do not wish to commit 
myself to any declaration as to the course the Government of India 
would, under such circumstances, feel itself called upon to take. 
But, assuming that the Government should resolve to admit his re- 



pnclintitui (»f‘ the Contingeiifc (whatever it may think of the conduct of 
a Prince wlio could act ^^0 dishonestly), still the Contiugeut must bo 
provitied lor at the present inonient, and for some time to come. Por, 
assuming that the Treaty does not impose upon the JSlizain the obli- 
gation to keep up tlic CJontingent, ho and Ids predecessors liave for 
forty years cunt i lined to do so. They have raised a numerous army, to 
whom, in a certain degree, the right of pension has been graiitod, and 
for wliose proper treat ment the faith of the British Goveriiineiit, by 
whoso oilicers the Contingent is commanded, has been pledged. The 
Isizam cannot bo permitted to disband this army at once, and to turn 
its soldiers loose U])on the country. Such an act would be inconsistent 
either with justice to the troops, or with the tranquillity of the 
count ry, 

"‘If, then, the iSTizara should refuse to give his consent to the con- 
tinuance of tlu^ Couiingcui, provision must still be made for its main- 
tenancej while it is in the course of being gradually absorbed with a 
view to its iilliniale extinction. For that purpose an assignment of 
territory will be as indispensable as in the other case. The Nizam 
must be propart'd to give it: if ho refuses, the British Government 
will not submit to such an outrage upon all justice, and will take 
temporary possession of the territories by force, for the purposes ah'eady 
indicated, 

“ In case of a refusal by the Nizam of the proposals regarding the 
Contingent, the Govcinimont of India cannot be expected to treat H.H. 
with any indulgence, and the demand for the liquidation of the residue 
of the debt will nut be relaxed. 

** Having thus sketched to you the outline of those measures which 
the Government of India feels itself obliged to adopt towards the 
Nizam, f wish to bo favoured with your opinion as to the probability or 
othorwdseof on i* obtaining His Highness’s consent to them ; and to invito 
any suggestions which you might wish to offer as to the most eligible 
mode of jirocecding with a view to ensure success. 

Being aware of your views regarding the hopelessness of any 
measure for bettering the condition of the Nizam’s dominions, which 
does not include the assumption of their management by the British 
Government, and thinking it likely that you may be disposed to urge 
some attempt being made to accomplish that end now, in connection 
with the adjustment of the Contingent, I think it right to add that 
my own opinion, as well as that of the Council, is wholly opposed to 
such a policy, and that, therefore, it need not be mooted on this occa- 
sion. 

“The arrears of the Contingent should not bo allowed again to 
increase beyond the point to which you reduced it by the last payment. 
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Your instructions authorise you to take steps for preventing their 
doing so. 

“ Requesting a reply as early as you may l)e able to give it, 

“ I beg to remain, yours very truly, 

“Dalhousie.” 

To this important letter General Fraser returned without delay 
a reply, which appears to me to be equally important for the his- 
torical and for the personal ]3urposes of this Memoir. 

“ Hyderabad, 29th September 1852. 

“ My Lord, — I have had the honour to receive your Lordship’s con- 
fidential letter of the 16th instant, to which I hasten to reply. This 
letter refers almost exclusively to certain measxmes which, in your 
Lordship’s opinion, it has become necessary to adopt for the purpose of 
ensuring the future regular payment of the Contingent, consequent on 
the failure, and even disavowal, of the Nizam’s promise to set apart 
certain districts of which the revenues were to be appropriated to this 
specific object. 

“Adverting to the Nizam’s debt to the British Government on 
account of the sums already advanced by us for the pay of the Con- 
tingent, your Lordship observes that the violation of his promise with 
regard to the permanent assignment of revenue for the discharge of the 
monthly demands of the Contingent, has induced you to resolve on 
pressing this point, and insisting upon a bond fide settlement. 

“I have never, to the best of my recollection, urged in any of my 
despatches that the Nizam was bound by treaty to maintain the Con- 
tingent in its present form, though I have observed that he was bound 
by treaty to maintain an available Force of much greater magnitude, 
and involving a much more onerous burden upon his State than the 
maintenance of the Contingent, yet with few or none of its advantages. 
I have spoken of the Nizam’s voluntary maintenance of the Contingent 
as the alternative to an obligatory and absolute stipulation by which 
we might insist upon his abiding, if he preferred doing so rather than 
maintain the Contingent. I have never offered my opinion as to any 
obligation to maintain the Contingent being imposed by Treaty, because 
I fl.Tn well aware that the Treaty expresses no such stipulation ; but it 
has appeared to me that if the Nizam chose to reject the option of 
maintaining the Contingent, we had then every right to insist on a 
Force of 9,000 Cavalry and 6,000 Infantry being maintained for the 
purposes of eventual war, I know well that this last mentioned Force, 
undisciplined and irregularly organised, would never in any case prove 
of much service ; but I keep in view this stipulated obligation of the 
Nizam as a fair and legitimate set-off and counteraction to any attempt 



LAST REPLY. 


381 


iniglit mcditato to rid liimsclf of the expense of tLc Coiitiiig-ont. 
Your Lordship’s argument in support of the ISTizain’s obligation to 
nmintaiu the Contingent is founded upon the fact that for forty years 
lu' lias practtically admitted the application of such an interpretation 
oi’ the 12tli Article of the Treaty of 1800. To this reasoning I express 
no disscMit, because the general tenor of your letter does not appear to 
sanction, and sHIl less to encourage, the tender of my own personal 
(^pinions when they chance to bo opposed to those of the Government 
t)f India.. But wh.en your Lordship pi*occcds to observe that the 
Xiza,m's ct^nseiii has hitherto been given to this construction of the 
Treaty, 1 may bo permitted to remark that the consent, if given at all, 
has been Iml a tacit one ; for, as far as I am aware or can recollect, His 
Highness never expressed any direct judgment in favour of the main^ 
tenance of the Contingent until he did so in my interview with him in 
Octobi'i’ ISoO, which was immcdiatel}'' afterwards reported to Govern- 
ment 

“ The nltinutte consecpxencc or result of the two several points of 
view in wliieh your Lordship and myself regard this question is this : 
that by the former the Xizam is virtually relieved from the obligations 
of the 12th Article of the Treaty of 1800, witliout any corresponding 
or oquivnh‘nt compensation to us in lieu of it, for your Lordship admits 
thjit ho juight insist on the gradual absorption and final extinction of 
the Contingtmt; whereas by the latter, in which I consider him under 
an obligation to maintain the Force referred to in the 12th Article of 

Trtvity, ho is bound in justice, if it does not suit his purpose and 
the state of his finances to maintain that large Force, to accede at least 
to the equivalent wc propose in the existence of the Contingent as at 
present organised. 

I consider this so clear, that in the agreement now about to bo 
framed, I would expressly relieve him from the stipulation of the 12th 
Article of the Treaty of 1800, substituting the Contingent in lieu 
of it, to remain as a permanent Force for the ordinary duties of the 
Nissam’s country, and applicable to our own purposes in the event of 
our requiring it elsewhere. 

I concur in the justice of your Lordship’s remark, that until His 
Highness's assent to the existence of the Contingent is denied, and its 
farther maintenance resisted by him, he is under an obligation to 
support the Force which he has thus allowed us to organise. Your 
Lordship^s opinion, then, with regai*d to the Hizam’s obligation to 
maintain the Contingent, at least for the present, upon whatever train 
of reasoning that opinion may bo formed, being clear and decided, you 
have resolved to leave this question no longer in doubt, but to proceed 
immediately to detei^mine those measures wdiich ax^e considered neces- 
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sary to ensure the regular pay of the Contingent in future, and to 
define at the same time its number, amount of pay, duties, etc., etc. 

“ The measure which your Lordship proposes to take with this view 
is that a portion of territory shall be assigned on the same footing as 
territories were assigned by Scindia in 1843, for the like purpose of 
maintaining a Contingent; and your Lordship adds that the actual 
territories to be so assigned will probably be those which the Grovern- 
ment of India formerly intimated its intention of occupying until the 
debt then due by the Nizam to the Company should be liquidated. It 
is also understood that power to exercise the rights of government 
within the ceded territories must be conveyed to us by His Highness 
the Nizam. 

‘‘Your Lordship states that on concluding this arrangement the 
Government of India will relinquish any further demand for the imme- 
diate payment of the remainder of the debt due. The Contingent will 
be fully paid up by the British Government on the part of the Nizam ; 
and the aggregate sum composed of this payment of the arrears of the 
Contingent, together with the unliquidated residue of debt, shall con- 
stitute a loan (either for a long period or indefinitely), on which 
interest shall be paid as before at the rate of six per cent, per annum. 
The revenues of the ceded districts, after defraying expenses of manage- 
ment, are to be applied, first, to the payment of the Contingent ; secondly, 
to the payment of interest on the debt and further loan above men- 
tioned ; thirdly, to the smaller payments annually due ; and fourthly, 
the surplus, if any, will be paid over to the Nizam, for whose informa- 
tion and satisfaction the accounts of the ceded districts will annually be 
submitted by the Government of India. 

“An assurance is further to be given to His Highness that the 
expenses of the Contingent shall, as opportunity offers, be reduced to 
the lowest sum consistent with the maintenance in full efficiency of the 
[Force he may name. 

“ Your Lordship proceeds to observe that the terms thus proposed 
for the Nizam’s adoption are perfectly just, moderate, and usual ; and 
you express an opinion that if the Nizam is sincere in the expression of 
his wishes, and at all reasonable as to the mode of executing them, he 
can make no objections to a proposal which is so obviously favourable 
to his interests. 

“If, however, the Nizam should refuse to give his consent to this 
arrangement, and to the continuance of the Contingent, your Lordship 
observes that provision must still be made for .its maintenance, while 
it is in the course of being gradually absorbed with a view to its ulti- 
mate extinction, for which purpose an assignment of territory will be 
as indispensable as in the other case, and that this arrangement will be 
enforced upon the Nizam if he does not voluntarily accede to it. 
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Yonr Lordship conclndes by desiring my opinion as to the pro- 
bability or otherwise of onr obtaining the Nizam’s consent to these 
measures, and any suggestions are invited, which I may wish to offer, 
as to tlie most eligible mode of proceeding with a view to ensure 
success. 

“ To the fact of the arrangements above proposed being just and 
moderate, as far as regards merely onr own interests, and the obliga- 
tions tinder which I have acknowleged that I consider the Nizam to 
be placed, 1 fully assent ; but if it be desired that I express an explicit 
and straightforward opinion npon the subject, I cannot allow it to 
be limited and circumscribed by this simple and exclusive view of the 
case. As regards ourselves, the justice of this proposed arrangement 
cannot l)e impugned; but as regards the Nizam, I consider it to involve 
his certain ruin, and the utter extinction of his power as an indepen- 
dent Sovereign. I am not now going to renew any suggestion for our 
proposing to the Nizam to cede to us the temporaiy management of 
the whole of his couiitiy, since your Lordship acquaints me that this 
is so entirely opposed to the views and policy of the Government of 
India ; and therefore, without proceeding so far as to suggest any other 
course of procedure iu substitution of, or in addition to, that which 
your Lordship has decided, I will confine myself on the present occa- 
sion to a slight sketch of the consequences to the Nizam which this 
arrangement must involve, and of the opposition therefore which I 
think His Higliness will bo likely to ofier to it, 

‘‘A very large, and probably the greatest part of that territory which 
we are now proposing to biing under our management, belongs to 
Arab Chiefs, and other powerful Talookdars, most of whom have such 
large outstanding demands upon the Nizam's Government, — on account 
either of nuzzox^anas exacted from them for their investiture, which 
they will allege has not yet been reimbursed to them *from the profit of 
their districts ; or of territorial revenue foreshtlled and actually paid 
by them to the Government,— that although I do not contemplate the 
probability of their offering any armed opposition to the British 
GoTernment in regard to the surrender of their Talooks, yet I 
cannot but anticipate that, their resources and means of repaying them*^ 
'Selves being thus* at once cut off, their pressure upon the Nizam’s Govern- 
ment will be Buch as rapidly to aceelem.te that bankruptcy which, if it ^ 
haS' not yet be'en actually, declared, is 'Certainly impending. 

' , “ It is 11,0 1 my opinion that any circumstances whatever, in which the 
Nizam :,ft>uld, be placed would induce Mm to offarany actual 'resista'uce' 
to^ the '.absolute 'demands or ' i'uj unctions - of, the British' Go'vernmeht. 
':,''Bi;it:I'''tMnk'We,' might' expect from Mm^that 'passive resistano,e ''which 
''„:'Would 'coneiat in ''his refusing any, 'formal cession to uS' of Yho' require 
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districts, while at the same time he would allow us to adopt our own 
means for taking possession of them if we chose to do so. 

‘‘ The character of the Nizam is such that it is impossible to foresee 
with any certainty to what line of conduct it would prompt him in any 
given case, but I have stated what I think it would probably be in the 
matter now in question. He has a great deal of ancestral and dynastic 
pride ; and this, with the self-complacent retrospect in which he fre- 
quently indulges, as to the advantage which his alliance has proved 
to the British Grovernment in past years, and an anticipation of the 
increased difficulties in which he will be involved by the claims of 
those who, under our management of his territory, must necessarily be 
removed from their lucrative offices and situations, will, I think, con- 
stitute altogether a powerful motive for his resisting our proposal as 
far as he can do so, and endeavouring to stave off what he will regard 
as a great calamity and degradation, by promises and protracted 
negotiations and the temporary expedients he may have recourse to, 
either by making, at the last moment, a payment in liquidation of our 
demands from his own private treasures, if he possesses them (upon 
which latter point no one here pretends to possess any certain inform- 
ation), or by exacting a loan from the Nobles and other Chiefs of the 
State by impressing upon their minds that his ultimate downfall must 
be accompanied by their ruin also. 

“ I have spoken above of the necessary removal of Talookdars and 
others when their districts are brought under our management ; and 
the Government will judge of the extent of that necessity, when it 
adverts to the description I have frequently had occasion to give of the 
mode in which these Talookdars administer the affairs of their 
districts ; residing for the most part in the city of Hyderabad, deeply 
engaged in pecuniary transactions with the Nizam’s Minister and 
others, maintaining their personal interests by extensive bribery, and 
ruling their distant Talooks by an inferior class of Naibs, whose 
misconduct and oppression form a frequent source of complaint on the 
part of the Byots and other inhabitants of the country. 

“ The general purport of what I would say is this, that although I 
think we have an abstract right, as far as we are ourselves exclusively 
concerned, to propose to the Nizam the arrangements which your 
Lordship is now contemplating, we ought not to shut our eyes to what 
appears likely to be the certain consequence of those arrangeinents to 
the Nizam, if they are proposed to him in their present bare and isolated 
form, without our recommending to him at the same time other 
coincident measures, and aiding to give them effect, which would 
counteract and avert the evils to which I have referred as the probable 
and almost certain result that will otherwise ensue. 

‘‘ With respect to the most eligible mode of proceeding with a view 
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to ensure saccess, in tlie event of your Lordsliip determining on tliose 
measures wliicli form the subject of your letter, it appears to me that 
the means most likely to influence the Kizam, and to render his 
acquiescence probable, is that your Lordship should personally address 
lim a letter, stating plainly and explicitly the grounds of your present 
procedure, and furnish me at the same time, for presentation to His 
Highness, or previous discussion with the Minister, a draft of the 
instrument winch you wmuld propose to be mutually concluded between 
tbe British Government and His Highness. Your Lordship’s letter to 
the Hizam, 1 think, should be expressed in tbe most distinct and 
determined but, of course, courteous language. The more decided 
and resolute its tone-?, consistently with that friendly feeling which 
subsists, and slioiild be understood to continue to subsist, between the 
two Governments, the more likely it will be to ensure tbe ISHzauTs 
assent, and to prevent those attempts which he wuli otherwise he sure 
to pnt in practice, to evade your demands, or at least to render them 
the subject of a protracted negotiation. The language of the letter 
cannot be too decided and definitive, provided it affords the Nizam no 
room to complain of unnecessary severity and harshness, or exhibits 
an apparent intention of coercing him merely because we possess the 
power of doing so. 

The agreement, or other formal instrument, by whatever name it 
may be designated, cannot, I think, be bettor or more judiciously 
worded than in the manner which your Lordship appears to have in 
view . After an explanatory preamble, which the circnmvstances of the 
case naturally require, the provisions of the instrument should be 
plain, distinct, and specific, leaving no room for subsequent doubt or 
uncertainty, and precluding, as far as possible, every chance of future 
misunderstanding, or any necessity for reagitating the same questions 
which ought at once and at first to have been definitely settled. 

** I refrain from touebing on the future organisation of the Con- 
tingent, and those modifications of its present system winch may 
seem desirable,' until I receive the instructions of your, Lordship to this 
effect.,, 

I remain, my Lord, ■with great respect, 

Your very faithful and obedient servant, , 

S. YRAsm 

:,;\:^",TO'the Most '.Noble the Marquis of Dalhousie, KJ!., eta, etc^’''^ ' , 

i\om the &mt of these twodoug letters, that of Lord DaJlmusie, 
we find that the Governor-General, about a year after having 
impressed upon the Nmm,. in June 1851 , in vehement and 
menacing language, that the Contingent existed, and must be 
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maintained, by virtue of the oblisi'ations of a Treaty, liad already 
learned that this assertion was untenable. “lam bound as a public 
man to say”, he acknowledges in September ISo^, “that I coidd 
not honestly argue that tliore was any otlier warrant than that of 
practice for upholding the Contingent.” 

He makes the most of the “practice”, and of the long-continued 
acc 3 [uiescence of the Hizam’s Government ; and lie dwells again on 
the Hizani’s alleged “ u>Uh that the Contingent should be main- 
tained” — that '^official consent'' which had been so eagerly wel- 
comed at Calcutta. 

“ He even stipulated”, the Governor-General writes, “ for its 
maintenance at its full present force, as the only condition on 
which he would consent to effect reductions in the other troops of 
his State.”^ This version of the contents of Sooraj-ool-Moolk*s 
note is by no means borne out by the mere words; while, as already 
remarked, the true significance of the incident was that the 
domineering decree of June 1851 had forced the Hizam to sub- 
scribe to the false creed that the Contingent was the offspring of 
a Treaty, a sacred institution on which depended “ the stability of 
his throne”, and which must be kept up “in conformity with 
orders”.^ In his own council chamber, as laiow, the Nizam 
declared he was “ not bound by Treaty to support these troops”, 
but after the Khureeta of June 1851, he felt himself effectually 
silenced on that subject in his intercourse with the Governor- 
General. 

Lord Dalhousie’s great and well-founded anxiety was, as he lets 
us know at every turn, lest the Nizam should “ take his stand on 
the actual Treaty and deny his obligation to uphold the Contingent 
in its present form, when he sees it about to be permanently esta- 
blished in that form”,^ 

So long as he really believed in the Treaty obligation, he was 
•content with a friendly co-partnership in the mortgaged districts, 
as designed by General Traser. But when he lost that moral 
claim he grasped at more material security. Having convinced 
himself that he had unwarrantably threatened the Nizam under 
the untenable pretext of a Treaty, Lord Dalhousie left that un- 
tenable pretext and those unwarrantable threats to operate 
unchanged, imtil he could efface the flaw, and bind the Nizam 

> Ante, p, 378 . 2 37(>^ 3 p, 373, 
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with tliat Treaty obligation which had hitherto been confessedly a 
mere pretence. Eecognising at last the defective and precarious 
title of the Contingent, he determined to make it valid by a 
Treaty, and thus to have that inexpensive addition to onr 
strength”, as Lord Hastings called it, “ pnt upon a clear and 
secure footing”, and '‘permanently established”. And as Lord 
Dallionsie had the giant’s strength, and was pr6])ared to use it, the 
Hizam had to submit. That is tlie whole story of the Treaty of 
1853. 

With what reluctance, under what a painful sense of official 
subordination, General Fraser once more approached this problem 
nmler its new aspect of a Treaty to be imposed on the iSTizam, is 
quite evident even in tlie guarded and measured language of his 
answer to Lord Dalhousic. He refers tliroiighout to " your Lord- 
ship’s opinion”, and " your Lordship’s resolve”. 

“ I liave never”, he says, to the best of my recollection, urged 
in any of my despatches that the ISTizam was bound by Treaty to 
maintain tlie Contingent in its present form.” 


'' Your Lordship’s argument in support of the Nizam’s obligation to 
maintain the Contingent is founded upon the fact that for forty years 
he has practically admitted such an interpretation of the 12th Article 
of the Treaty of 1800. To this reasoning I express no dissent, because 
the general tenor of your letter does not appear to sanction, and still 
less to encourage, tlie tender of my own personal opinions, when they 
chance to be opposed to those of the Grovernment of India. But when 
jour Lordsliip proceeds to observe that the Nizam’s consent has hitherto 
been giyen to this construction of the Treaty, I may be permitted to 
remark that the consent, if given at all, has been but a tacit one ; for, 
as far as I am aware* or can recollect, His Highness never expressed 
any direct ' judgment in favour of the maintenance of the Contingent 
until he did so in October 1850, which was immediately afterwards 
reported "to Government/’ 


This refei*s to the 'private interview, described in its prop'Cr place, 
when the Nizam spoke of the repeated injunctions on this point 'of 
Eajah.Chniidoo Lalld , , 

\Wheh 'Colonel Low, during, the negotiations 'for The Treaty /of 
1853,, pre'Saed;'Upo.n the Nizam 'I^rd 'Dalhousie’S' argument of his ' 
having f', practically aeq'uiesced”' "for' so , many' years in the main- 
tenance of this Force, he added : Moreover, your father thought it 
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a good arrangement, and therefore he consented to it.” I was 
here interrupted”, says Colonel Low, “ by the following exclama- 
tion, "Don’t say my father, say the Maharajah.’ T ashed if he 
meant Eajali Clmndoo Lall, and he replied in the affirmative.”^ 
Whenever the Nizam spoke of Chundoo Lall in this connection, he 
obviously meant that the Maharajah was considered by him in 
these matters as the mouthpiece of the Honourable Company, and 
that, therefore, the Contingent was, in his eyes, inviolable. He 
had been brought up in that belief, and Lord Dalhousie had 
sternly checked the slightest deviation from it. 

General Fraser had, at several previous periods, had occasion to 
report officially that the Nizam viewed the Contingent "" with dis- 
like”, that he paid it reluctantly”, that he “ would most willingly 
get rid of the lieavy expense it involved”, and that he was “averse” 
to it. The General had, also, officially given his opinion that 
“ neither the continued maintenance nor the original organisation 
of the Contingent is “ provided for by any existing Treaty”.*^ 

In reply to the Governor-Generars inquiry as to “the probability 
or otherwise of our obtaining His Highness’s consent” to the 
assignment of districts undey Treaty, General -Fraser gave his 
opinion that the Nizam would “not offer any actual resistance to 
the absolute demands or injunctions of the British Government”, 
but that we might expect ""that passive resistance which would 
consist in his refusing any formal cession of the districts, while he 
would allow us to adopt our own measures for taking possession 
of them, if we chose to do so.” 

It is worthy, also, of notice that in the last paragraph but one 
of his letter, while suggesting that Lord Dalhousie should address 
another letter to the Nizam, the Eesident advises that it ""should 
be expressed in the most distinct and determined, hit, of muTse,. 
courUouB lang'itage\ and again, that "" the language of the letter 
cannot be too decided, provided it affoo^ds the Nimrfi no room to 
complain of unnecessary severity and harshness, or exhibits an 
apparent intention of coercing Mm merely because we possess fho 
power of doing so” 

This was a pretty clear hint that General Fraser did not admire 
such diplomatic amenities as telling the Nizam that he was ast 
""the dust under foot”, and could easily be crushed into nothing- 
1 Nizamh Debt (418 of 1854), p. 95. ■ 2 pp^ 90 ^ 94 ^ 105 ^ 
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Hess, iuul tlisit he did not recoinuiend their repetition, riiieh ]n‘e- 
siunption on his part, joined with his forecast as to passive re- 
sistance, which subse(pieiit events ])rovtid to he very accurate, and 
with his evident distaste for “negotiations” that might ])e ‘']m> 
tracted”, iiiU|iiestionabIy placed General Fraser before the eyes of 
Lord Dalhousie as not the most flexible instrunieiit or the best 
possible agent for the stern and prompt execution of the process 
on wliicli the (xovernor-General was now quite deberiniued. It is 
understood tliat very soon after the General’s last letter was re- 
ceived at GovtTiuneut House, it was arranged that Colonel Low 
was to succeed to the Hyderabad Itesidency as soon as it could be 
vacated. 

An opportunity can always be found, or fabricated, in the course 
of oflicial business, for giving a hint, even to an oflicer so highly 
placed and so distinguished as General Fraser, that he is no longer 
looked upon with favour, and that his resignation would be 
acceptable. 

Great efforts were made in the year 1 852 by a syndicate of the 
leading Soucars of Hyderabad, under the chairmanship of Mr. 
Dighton, and with the Minister Sooraj-ool-Moolk heartily co- 
operating with them, to establish a Governuient Bank in the City, 
which was to become a public treasury for the receipt and dis- 
bursement of revenue, and to sxipersede entirely the antiquated 
fluancial system. So many of the intended shareholders and 
directors of this Bank were interested in maintaining the terri- 
torial and political integrity of the Hyderabad State, and in the 
establishment of an effectual check on provincial expenditure and 
reniittauces, that it was worth their while to arrange for lending 
money to the Nizam at a much lower rate than the usurious 
interest that had hitherto prevailed. The capital was fully sub- 
scribed, and a loan of forty lakhs of rupees, at six per cent, on the 
security of a large portion of His Highness’s jewels, was speedily 
arranged, and was to Iiave been devoted to the liquidation of the 
debt claimed by the Honourable Company on account of the Con- 
tingent The jewels were actually received in pledge, and plaeed 
in Mr. Dighton’s charge. 

General Fraser, whose intimacy with Mr. Bighton has been 
mentioned, was generally infonned of the endeavours that were 
being made to start the Bank, and was even consulted as to some 
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points in its proposed organisation. But lie took no part whatever 
in its formation, and the experiment seemed to him, up to the very 
day of its local success, very unlikely to succeed. Any premature 
interference on the part of the Resident, or of the Go^'ernment, 
would, in the event of failure, have strengthened the opposition 
against the Minister, and would have wrecked this last scheme for 
rescuing the Nizam’s Government from its difficulties without a 
territorial cession. When, however, the local success of the under- 
taking was assured, the Eesident was informed officially by the 
Minister of what had been done, and, as a proof of the Bank being 
a reality, he declared that he should be prepared on a certain day 
to pay forty lakhs of rupees as an instalment of the debt. But 
Sooraj-ool-Moolk and the Hyderabad Syndicate had reckoned 
without their host. Lord Dalhousie had made up his mind to 
have the Berars. He had already told the Eesident to “ abstain 
from pressing for payment of the debt.”^ General Eraser’s report 
of the proposed Bank was received by the Governor-General with 
unqualified disapproval and displeasure. He would have none of 
it. Such a financial combination, involving, if the Governor- 
General understood rightly the information given him, the lend- 
ing of money by a British subject to a Native Prmce”, without 
the consent and approbation of the Court of Directors of the Bast 
India Company, or of the Governor hi Council of one of the 
Governments in India”, would be contrary to the spirit and the 
letter of an Act of Parliament, viz., 37 George III, chapter 142, 
section 28. The consent assumed to be necessary Lord Dalhousie 
would not give,- On the contrary, the Eesident was desired to 
send immediate and full information as to the persons under whose 
direction the Bank was being organised, and was instructed that in 
the event of any one of them* being a European, the Hyderabad 
Government would be forbidden, under Article VI of the Treaty 
of 1798, to give him any employment, or “ to permit him to remain 
within its territories”. And so Mr. Dighton was for the second 
time proscribed,® and even threatened with deportation. This was 
a death-blow for the Bank, and threw alarm and confusion into 

1 Ante^ p. 375. 

2, It was very doubtful whether this consent was really required, but there 
was no contending against the Governor-G-enerars political and executive 
power. 3 Ante, pp, 220, 221. 



WRECKED. 


391 


every corner of the Palace aiul the City. Everything had heeu 
louiuled, and everything depended, on the contidence placed in 
Mr. Digliton’s financial capacity and integrity at tlio liead of the 
new undertaking, and also to some extent on the credit of his good 
relations with the Itesidencj' and the Government. All the scaf- 
lolding ol the frail structure fell down at once. On every side 
there was doubt, distrust, and ]')anic. Some of the cash was inter- 
cepted a.nd impounded. The Nizam, very naturally indignant at 
his disappointment, and filled with doubts as to the destiny of his 
jewels, vetained a great part of the money intended for tlie pay- 
ment ol debt. All who were concerned or interested in the abor- 
tive Hank saw nothing before them more hopeful than complicated 
litigation in a locality where the judicial institutions were far from 
satislaetory. There were even wild and inconsistent rumours 
abrua.d, now that the Nizam would repudiate the pledge and seize 
his jewels, now that, as they were beyond the precincts of the 
Palace, the Governor-Geiienil would claim to have a lien on 
them. 

Although all has now been told relating to the proposed Bank 
of Hyderabad that occurred up to the time of General Fraser's 
resignation, a few words must be added to complete this episode. 
General Fraser had gone, and there was an interregnum for a few 
weeks under his Assistant, Major Davidson, until the arrival of 
his successor, Colonel Low. Consternation spread among those 
who had contributed to the capital of the Bank in reliance on 
the influence and management of Mr. Dighton. They could not 
believe that the Government of India had really forbidden a 
voluntary association for so beneficial a purpose. They suspected 
that there was a fraudulent design somewhere to deprive them of 
their money. And even those who were the best informed knew 
that their funds and their secxirity wore in great jeopardy. The 
Minister could do nothing more. Mr. Dighton, whose conduct 
and reputation had sustained the whole concern, was beset and 
literally besieged for some days. In order that the large sum of 
money already advanced should not be lost to its proprietors, or 
to say the least, the payment of principal and interest deferred 
to an indefinite date — ^it was re<juisite to act promptly. The jewels 
were deposited at the house of Mr. Dighton's right-hand man, 
Mohammed Azim Ali Khan, in the Chudderghaut Bazar, on the 
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road to the Residency, outside the City walls. They were under 
the charge of a double guard of Arabs and Rohillas, and there 
were three locks to the coffer, of which three different interested 
parties kept the keys. Mr. Dightoii declared himself to be under 
the necessity of going to Madras, partly on business, partly for 
change of air, as he was out of health, and suggested that before 
his departure the jew'els had better be examined and compared 
with the catalogue attached to the mortgage-deed. A committee 
of the shareholders was appointed for this purpose, and so ela- 
borate were the checks and counterchecks under wliich the 
scrutiny was performed, that each tray of the jewel-chest in suc- 
cession was carefully restored to its place perfectly eiivjyty in the 
inner chamber, after the Committee had verified and ]>assed its 
contents as correct in the outer apartment. A pair of jack-boots 
and a pith helmet formed the simple apparatus employed in a 
conveyancing process worthy of Robert Houdin. The strong-box 
with its three locks remained under the double guard of Arabs 
and Rohillas ; while Mr, Dighton proceeded to Madras, without 
an escort, carrying half of the jewels in his own palanquin ; the 
apothecary in attendance on him having unconscious charge of the 
other half— worth about a quarter of a million sterling — in a box 
labelled “ medical comforts”. 

RTo news of the flitting was given to the Minister until the 
precious deposit was well across the Kistna River, within British 
territory, when a letter was despatched to Hyderabad. Every one 
concerned, the Nizam included, had still perfect confidence in the 
probity of Mr. Dighton. The jewels were shipped to England, 
where Mr. Dighton, also, very soon proceeded. In the meantime 
the Berar Provinces were assigned under the Treaty of 1853, and 
the Minister, Sooraj-ool-Moolk died. One of the first objects of 
his nephew and successor in office, the Nawab Salar Jung, was to 
redeem the State jewels, and he opened a correspondence wdth 
Mr. Dighton. The jewels were then in Holland, and a contract 
for their sale, under the powers conferred by the Nizam’s bond, 
was very nearly completed. Salar Jung immediately found the 
means to pay the largfe sum due for interest, and by the end of 
1854 the principal sum was discharged, and the jewels restored to 
the strong-room in the Nizam’s Palace. This transaction, whereby 
the young Minister kept faith with those who had come forward 
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at a great crisis to liclp the Xizaiii — without avail, from no fault 
of theirs — was the iirst of a series of nieasiires whieli spceilily 
gained liiiii the confidence of his Sovereign, of the financial coiii- 
iiiuuity, and of the Ilritish Government. 

The utter failure of the Ikuik project, through LonI Dalhousie’s 
‘arbitrary ]U’ohihition, the eouse(pient panic and confusion in the 
local money market, and the temporary abstraction — justifialde 
though it was — of such a hirge (piantity of the Palace jewels, left 
the Xizam (piite helpless, without cash, credit, or security, to meet 
tlie perem])tory pressure of Colonel Low — enforced as his Assistant 
and successor, Colonel Davidson, said, by ‘‘ objurgations and 
tliivats’”^ — for a territorial assignment under treaty. 

The Governor-Generars veto on the Pank, and his evident dis- 
pleasure at the liesident’s toleration of that enterprise, was one 
more sign, whicli General Fraser could not misunderstand, that his 
relations with Lord Dalhousie were becoming strained. Put 
another source of disagreement had, also, been opened for some 
time, and came to a climax in September 1852. 

It may be remem]:)ered that in a letter that has already been 
given, dated 80th September 1851, General Fraser had briefly 
informed Lord Dalhousie of “ a disagreeable state of things in the 
r>th Nizam’s Cavalry at Auriiiigahad”, arising out of ‘'a strong 
party feeling in the liegiment”, and that he had, even in that early 
stage of the afIVtir, attributed its origin to tho injudicious'^ con- 
duct of the Commandant,^ C'aptaiu Yates, the Commaudaiit in 
question, was one of the old local officers in the service of the 
Nizum ; and that (.Jeneral Fraser was not very wrong, either in his 
original impression or in his fi.nal judgment, may be gathered from 
the following paragrapli of a letter of the Government of India, 
dated 17th September 1852, in which the wliole of the j>rocecdings 
are reviewed : — 

5. His Lordship in Council approves of your having su.spencled 
Captain Commandant Yates from the functions of his commission, 
and he concurs with you in your opinion of the conduct of that officer. 
You are requested to submit for consideration such measures as you 
may deem expedient for the future disposal of that officer.*’^ 

* Hifderahud Amlgned Districts (S38 of 1867), p. 26. 

* AttiCj p. 350. 

* As there was nothing beyond serions errors of judgment, nothing 
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The only other officer whose conduct General Fraser seriously 
censured was Brigadier William Mayne ; and it is impossible for 
me to ignore the fact, though I lay no great stress on it, that the 
Brigadier had been a popular and favoured member of Lord 
Dalhousie’s family, as Commandant of the Body Guard, and that 
throughout this long and complicated business he had been — for 
he made little secret of it — in constant correspondence with more 
than one of the Govenior-Generars personal Staff. And yet, in 
spite of the bias in his direction evident in the following para- 
graph of the same letter, it will, I think, be almost equally evident 
that the strictures of the Eesident on the Brigadier’s conduct must 
have been well founded : — 

4. “Tlie Governor-General in Council considers the conduct of 
Brigadier Mayne to have been arbitrary in regard to the trials held at 
Aurungabad; and the orders he issued as affecting the officers and 
men then under accusation and awaiting trial, were, in the opinion of 
his Lordship in Council, much to be regretted.^ In some instances 
there are indications of a want of due subordination on the pai*t of the 
Brigadier to the authority of the Resident, which his Lordship in 
Council cannot view without dissatisfaction; but in no way does it 
appear to the Governor- General in Council to be shown that partiality 
can be attributed to Brigadier Mayne, while his Lordship in Council 
would wish that Brigadier Mayne had been treated with more consi- 
deration, and had been allowed, by the Court Martial at Bolarum, to 
explain his proceedings at Aurungabad, on which proceedings the 
Court thought fit to make severe comments. The total denial, also, to 
Brigadier Mayne of all inquiry into the authorship of the letter of 
‘Nizamite’, is a further instance in which the Governor-General in 
Council considers Brigadier Mayne to have been treated without 
consideration,” 

The Governor-General admitted the Justice of General FraseFs 
condemnation of Brigadier Mayne for having been arbitrary” in 
his treatment of the officers and men under his command," and 
“insubordinate” in his behaviour towards his superior officer, 
ilevertheless, he was acquitted of “ partiality”, and more “ consi- 
deration” was claimed for him. As to the neglected inquiry into 

affecting his honour or character, imputed to this gentleman, he was placed 
in another appointment, without command of troops, until provided with a 
pension. 

^ A very mild term ! 
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the auUiorship ol the ‘‘ ITizamite” letter, General Fraser shall 
speak lor himself, 

Tlic parao'raphs we have fpioted from the letter of Goyernmeiit 
will give some slight notion of the way in \vliich personal quarrels, 
oOicial recriminations, and newspaper sca.udal3 were mixed up 
with more impoitant questions of military discipline and the 
organisation of Indian Cavalry. Assuredly, I am not going to 
enter on a wearisome history and analysis of the long series of 
charges and counter-charges atfecting persons of every rank in 
the Kizam’s Cavaliy, from a private trooper up to a Brigadier, 
arising out c»f what General Fraser called '‘an injudicious measure 
of the. Commanding Officer Captain Yates, " in calling for a list 
of the inferior class of IMohaiumedans in his lieginient.”^ Suffice 
it to say, that in the Hyderabad Contingent, as in all the Indian 
Irregular Cavalry to this day, the monthly pay issued for each 
trooper is pay for man and horse, — the horses bcluiiging not to the 
Government hut to the officers and men of the corps. The right 
of owning horses in the Regiment — the right of each horse being 
termed an Assamee — was heritable and saleable, and greatly 
esteemed as property conferring more or less of social position 
and inliuence. The owner of one or moi'e horses is called a 
Silladar, — if riding and owning one horse only, a Khudaspa Silla- 
dar, — and the man riding a horse not his own property is called a 
Bargheer. The men of all ranks in the Hyderabad Cavalry were 
supposed to he “ ashrd/'\ or men of birth; and by various rules 
of eti(|nette and slight privileges, much valued by the troopers 
and observed by the English officers, w^ere addressed and treated 
as gentlemen. Even tlie Barghoei'S were not alwcu/s or nrccssaHh/ 
lower in station than the Silladars who owned horses, whose 
horses they rode and from whose hands they received their share 
of the pay issiied for each Assamee; for in many instances the 
Bargheer was the Silladaris son, kinsman, or clansman, and might 
have before him the prospect of inheriting or of buying an 
Assamee. But in many, perhaps most, cases the Bargheer was 
the retainer or dependent of his Silladar, and of lower social 
standing. These, however, were delicate points, not publicly or 
fflcially recognised, and with which it was obviously most unad- 
visable for any English officer to interfere. Unfortunately, Captain 

1 Ante, p. 350. 
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Comnianclant Yates, of tlie 5tli ITizam’s Cavalry, without consult- 
ing his Pdssaldar, Zoolhcar Ali Beg, the senior Native officer, who 
would have cautioned him against such a step, persuaded himself, 
or was persuaded by some designing person, that some Bargheers 
had found their w'ay into the ranks who could not be considered 
as ashrdf, or men of birth ; and either with a view to getting rid of 
them, or of keeping out recruits of this class in the future, the 
Commandant ordered lists to be prepared which would have openly 
displayed and officially conhrnied invidious and offensive distinc- 
tions between different classes of soldiers, wdio were quite accus- 
tomed and content to meet on parade or in the orderly room on a 
footing of soldierly comradeship, while off‘ duty, and in privtite 
life there might be every comparative degree of intimacy, of 
reserve, or of deference between them. It may be easily understood 
how the apple of discord was thus thrown into the ranks of the 
Eegiment. A few intriguers, probably with an eye to something 
that might be picked up in the way of promotion or the purchase 
of Assamees, if a general row took place, would see no objection 
to the classification for which Captain Yates called, but the great 
majority were against it, and so far as it was possible, opposed it. 
The Eissaldar, Mirza Zoolficar Ali Beg, himself a man of rank, 
with a somewhat large Pagah’7 or body of Assamees, numbering 
in all thirty-seven horses, remonstrated against the measure, so far 
as was consistent with the respect and subordination due to the 
Commandant of the corps. But the mischief was done ; discon- 
tent and mutual distrust were introduced into the Eegiment ; 
anonymous letters and petitions began to fly about ; and at last 
Zoolficar Ali Beg was accused of having encouraged underhand 
opposition and secret denunciations, and taken part in what was 
called “a conspiracy’' against the Commandant, was placed in 
arrest, and ordered for trial by Captain Yates. Unquestionably 
and inevitably, under the circumstances, a strong '' party feeling” 
was excited. Even the English officers of the Contingent took 
sides — ^very few, however, supporting Captain Yates — and when 
Eissaldar" Zoolficar Ali Beg was sent before a European Court- 
Martial at Bolarum, the head-quarters of the Contingent, one 
of the senior officers of the Force, Brigadier Johnston, offered to 
appear as amicm curioe for the Eissaldar and to conduct his defence. 

^ For further explanation, see Additional Appendix, pp. i to xxri. 
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Geiun-al Fra.>^er allowiMl this offer to be ac<*.epte(l,liavin,<:r previously 
ace«‘<l(Hl to t]\c prisouor’s np})licniiou to ho tried at Bolarum by 
EurojKSMii oili(‘ers, on the plea that he could not be sure of a fair 
trial at Aurunii:ahad, where the nei’-inieut was stationed. The 
Ivissaldar did not, of course, make, such a statement, but it was 
wiill understood that he wa.s afraid of the local inllue.nce over 
ISTativi* oflicers and witnesses of Captain Yates and Brigadier jMayne. 

Througlumt these vexatious and perplexing ]woceedings the 
liesident availed himself at every step of the advice of a very 
acute and abh‘ (dlicer, (‘S\ptaiii lIcGoun, Deputy Judge Advocate- 
General to tlu* Subsidiary Force and the Nizam’s Army, — after- 
witrtls (hmeral and ^Military Auditor-General at Madras, — and in 
the following extract from one of his earliest private letters to 
General Fi'aser on this subject, be will bo seen to have detected 
the. iiupiisitive, inquisitorial, and unjudicial temper in which the 
whole affair commenced and was conducted, and to have expressed 
tliat same aversion to it which General Fraser avowed, and which 
was most injuriously imputed to liiin by Lord Dalhousie as party 
feeling”. Captain McGoun’s letter is dated the 7th of October 
18dl,and was accompanied by his written opinion as Judge Advo- 
cate on the proceedings of a ruuchaynt, or Native Court-Martial, 
at Aurungabad — wliicli proved to be first of a long list— on 
Kiiramut Ali, a non-commissioned officer of tiie 5th Nizam’s 
Cavalry, charged with having sent au anonymous '"urzee”, or 
petition, to the Besidont complaining of the offensive distinctions 
made hy the Ckunmandant, Captain Yates, between different 
classics of men in the Bcgimcnt. The Punchayut had found the 
man guilty. Captain McGoun, believing in his innocence, and 
being tpiite certain that there was no evidence of his guilt, advised 
the General not to confirm the verdict and sentence. In the 
Memorandum on this case Captain McGoun analysed the evidence 
at great length, sifting the grain from the chaff, and in the letter 
he added a less formal explanation of his views. 

** Tou will observe that I sometimes make use of the word legal, but 
I am well aware that these Punchayuts are supposed to be beyond the 
pale of the law, and I have not been testing this one even by the 
standard of a court-martial. I have endeavoured to view it through 
the medium of those great principles of reason and equity on which our 
jurisprudence, with all its faults, is founded, and in particular by those 
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rules of evidence wliicli are applicable to every inquiry. You will per- 
ceive that much of the evidence here produced is what the lawyers call 
“m inter alios actLC\ and in no way rightly affected the prisoner. What 
A says or docs, or what is said or done in his presence, with his assent, 
may be adduced against him in evidence ; but what B says to C, or 0 
to D, cannot effect A, unless A has been a party to their sayings 
or doings, or assented thereto. The admission of this description of 
evidence has, I can have no doubt, heavily weighed against the 
prisoner. 

“ I may be biassed, as many may be in this matter, for I confess all 
my feelings as a man and a soldier ave with the men, not with the 
officer who is at the head of them; .but making every allowance, as I 
have tried to do, for this feeling, I cannot bring my mind to believe 
that the prisoner is guilty of the charge, i.e., that he forwarded the 
anonymous urzee, and abused Tates.” 

In April 1852, the series of trials tennmated in the fuU and 
honourable acquittal of Ilissaldar Zoolficar Ali Beg, and the 
Grovemnient, as we have seen, a.greed with G-eneral Praser on the 
two main points of the original and persistent errors of Captain 
Yates, and of blame being due to Brigadier Mayne for his conduct 
and demeanour both towards his superiors and his inferiors. Yet 
the confirmation of all the Eesident’s acts and orders was accom- 
panied by what, when General Fraser’s high position and distin- 
guished sendees are considered, cannot but appear a most gratuitous 
and unjustified censure on his personal conduct in the supervision 
of these intricate proceedings. If it had been intended to provoke 
the Eesident into tendering his resignation, or to give him a broad 
hint that he no longer possessed the confidence of the Governor- 
General, the language and the style of these passages could not 
have been better chosen. The letter from the Secretary to the 
Government of India was dated 17th September 1862, and it was 
mainly an answer to a despatch dated 17th of November in the 
previous year, before the trial of Zoolficar Ali Beg had commenced, 
in which the Eesident had thus explained his reasons for having 
removed the trials from Aurungabad to the head-quarters of the 
Contingent at Bolaium. 

“ Since these trials commenced, and during their progress, so violent 
a party spirit has exhibited itself among many officers at Aurungabad, 
that had I allowed my attention to be withdrawn from the primary and 
essential business in band, by the mutual attacks and recriminatious of 
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these gentlemen, the investigation and settlement of the original charges 
preferred against the prisoners would have been rendered a matter of 
secondary consideration ; and the whole case would have become in- 
volved in most embarrassing confusion. It is to put a stop as far as 
possible to any further manifestation of this objectionable spirit, and to 
bring back the I'Curopean ofEcers to a calmer and more rational conduct 
than that by wdiich their proceedings have hitherto been marked, that 
I have removed the trials from Aui'ungabad to Bolarum, within the 
sphere of my own more immediate and direct authority.” 

raderriug point blank to General Fraser’s original and cmi tinned 
animadversions on the ])arty si)irit that rendered the settlement 
of these cases so painfully diflieiilt, the Secretary to the Govorn- 
inent of India wrote as follows : — 

“ 3. His Lordship in Council desires to record the regret with which 
he observes the party feeling so evidently evinced in the cases at Auran- 
gabad and at Bolarum, during the investigation of the accusations pre- 
ferred against the Rissaldar Zoolhear Ali Beg and other persons. 
From this party feeling, in the opinion of his Lordship in Council, the 
Resident himself has not been exempt. It appears to his Lordship in 
Council that sufficient means for insuring to the parties accused a fair 
trial might have been found without adopting the unusual measures 
deemed expedient by you.” 

The letter then goes on to specify a number of matters entirely 
within the coinpeteiicc of General Fraser as Itesident and Com- 
mander of the Contingent, such as the permission given to Briga- 
dier Johnston to \mdertake the prisoner’s defence ; the publication 
by tlie Resident of a General Order dated the 8th of April 1852, 
notifying the acquittal of the Rissaldar, “ while the subject of the 
charges was yet under the consideration of the Government 
of India”; and ‘‘the entire suppression of all inquiry mto the 
alleged connection of Captain Orr with the authorship and publi- 
cation of the offensive and unbecoming letter signed ' Nizamite’ in 
the Bombay Times newspai)er of the 18th of October 1851/' as 

indicating the same bias of feeling on your part of which you so 
justly complain as shown by others/' 

The General’s reply, dated 6th October 1852, to this despatch 
very plainly reveals the sentiments of indignation and resentment 
which it had excited, and was perhaps, intended to excite. He 
said : — 
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“ I have the hononr to acknowledge the receipt of jour letter, ISTo. 
3,268, under date the 17th ultimo, and learn with equal pain and sur- 
prise that the G-ovcrnnicnt of India attributes to me a party feeling in the 
case of the recent trial of Zoolticar Ali Beg, of the 5 th Cavalry, and other 
persons. A party f(..eling, entertained by an officer in my situation, upon 
whom the final issue of the trial depended, implies so serious a fault, and 
such an utter disqualification for the duties of the office with which I 
am vested, that I feel compelled, in justice to myself, to repudiate this 
imputation in the most direct and emphatic terms consistent with the 
respect I owe to the Government; and to affirm that in so far as any 
human being can judge of the motives of his own conduct, there is not 
the slightest real foundation for so dishonouring a charge. To have 
acted under a party feeling, or any other influence whatever but a 
simple desire to do my duty, would Lave been an abuse of theautliority 
r derive from my office, and a perversion of the ends of justice, which 
I must be permitted to disclaim in the most distinct and unqualified 
terms. The whole of my conduct in this case, from first to last, was 
founded on the anxious desire to remedy the evil consequences of that 
party feeling which was evinced by others, but in which I did not in 
the remotest degree participate. Personally, I could have had no 
motive for such feeling, or for partiality to any one of the parties 
concerned more than to another. Brigadier Mayne and Captain- 
Commandant Yates, and Captain Orr, and the accused person, Zoolficar 
Ali Beg, and every other individual concerned in the whole transaction, 
were all precisely alike to me. I had no conceivable motive for leaning 
or bias to the cause or interests of one rather than of another. I was 
not on terms of such close and familiar intimacy with any one of these 
parties as to lead to any wishes and ulterior views on my part regarding 
the final issue of the trial, except such as were prompted by a simple 
desire to insure that the strictest and most impartial justice should be 
administered. But besides the absence of any assignable motive for 
such conduct, I affirm that it was my constant endeavour, and scrupu- 
lously sustained resolution, during the whole progress of this investiga- 
tion from first to last, to keep my mind divested of every extraneous 
influence, and of that bias which might naturally have been induced 
by the expressions of sympathy which were loudly and generally uttered 
for what was deemed a cruel and unjust persecution of an innocent 
man.” 

The General went on to show, in a manner perfectly convincing, 
that what the Government called his "unusual measures” were 
intended and well calculated to make sure that the prisoner had an 
impartial trial, and that they were neither unprecedented nor 
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ximisual. With rc'^’aiul to the fault attributed to Inni in xvhat is 
called '' the premature puhlieatiou of a Creneral Order” while the 
cliarges aj’-ainst the Rissaldar were yet under the eoiisideratiou of 
the (xoverument t>f India, the (Jeneral said : — 

It is not in my recollection that I ever submitted those charges for 
tlie consideration or orders of tlie Government of India. 

The confirmation or otherwise of the sentence passed by a General 
Court ]\[artial, is vested in the llesident by His Higlincss the Nizam, 
uuder the sanction of the Goverument of India; and with respect to 
the Resident’s confirmation or otherwise of tlie sentences of General 
Punchayuts in tlie Cavalry Division, he acts in this respect in conformity 
with the practice that has obtained in the Contingent, without a single 
exception, from its first formation to the present day. In finally 
disposing, therefore, of the verdict and sentence of the Court which sat 
at Bolarum, without further reference to the Government of India, I 
am not aware that I assumed an autliority which I did not rightfully 
possess. 

This was conclusive and unanswerable. The CJovevnnient of 
India had apparently quite forgotten that, notwithstanding all its 
encroachments and assumptions of autliority, the Contingent was 
tlie Nixam’s Army, serving in a foreign State, and that under no ])owei 
but that of the Nizam could the proceedings of a court-martial in 
that Force be legalised. It was forgotten, also, that the verdict of 
such a court, the sentence, and its confirmation, were all judicial 
acts over which the Executive Goverinneiit of India had no 
legitimate power of control or interference, any more than it had 
over the proceedings of the Supremo Court of Bengal. 

Immediately after the conclusion of the Treaty of 1853, when 
the Contingent had ceased to be the Nizam's Arm)^, it u’as found 
that there was no legal authority under which a General Court 
Martial could be held in that Force, and that the defect could not be 
supplied without either a change in its constitution, or an exten- 
sion of the powers confeiTed on the Coinmander-in-Chief at Madras. 
In 1853, when Colonel Low, after completing the Treaty of 1853, 
was called np to the Supreme Council, his successor Mr. Bushby 
was a Civilian. Major McGoun, who had left Hyderabad, had 
been pi'omoted, and xvas acting as Judge- Advocate-General of the 
Madras Army, thus explains what then occurred, in a letter dated 
from Bangalore, 3rd September 1853, to General Fraser, who was 
then in England. 
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‘^The Contingent being now a British one, no one can assemble 
courts-martial in it without a Warrant from our Commandcr-iu Chief, 
Sir Eichard Armstrong. My Lord Dalhousie applied for one in his 
usual offhand way, but his Excellency refused, as his Warrant from the 
Queen did not authorise his granting a Warrant to any one but an 
officer ^not under the rmik of Field Ojffirer." This will, I imagine, lead to 
a field ofS.cer being appointed to command the Contingent in the room 
of the Eesident.” 

This proves the complete accuracy of General Fraser's conten- 
tion, that his power of assembling courts-martial and confirming 
their sentences was derived from the FTizam, and was beyond the 
legal authority of the Government of India, and that such 
assembly or confirmation, therefore, did not require the sanction 
of our Government. 

As to the alleged suppression of all impiiiy into the author- 
ship and publication of a letter signed " Nizamitc' in the Bomlaij 
Times newspaper", General Fraser wrote, in his reply of September 
17th, as follows : — 

“It is true I did suppi-ess that inquiry, because I considered it 
objectionable in two points of view, — first, that if the inquiry was 
expedient at all, the time and occasion were not suitable for it, in the very 
midst of the military trials at Aui’ungabad. Those proceedings would 
have been embarrassed and obstructed by the intervention of fresh 
matter having no immediate or direct relation to those trials ; and with 
this additional anomaly, that both the prosecution in the one, and the 
proceedings in the other, were to be superintended and conducted by 
the same officer, Captain Strange. 

“ But secondly, and what I consider of more importance than the 
first objection, I do not regard, and never have regarded, articles in 
newspapers to he a fit subject for military inquiry. If there is a 
reasonable expecta.tion that positive proof can be obtained against an 
officer in the army as the author of a false and infamous statement in 
a newspaper, he is, of course, subject to have charges preferred against 
him, and to he brought to a court-martial. But with regard to a mere 
preliminary inquiry, for the purpose of eliciting from a suspected 
officer an acknowledgment of his offence, and consequent crimination 
of himself, I consider this as being no more warranted by Military 
than by Civil Law ; and the legality of such an assumption of power 
by superior authority seems to me to be so uncertain and problematical, 
that I know not in what manner an officer could be proceeded against, 
who, under these circumstances, should deny the lawfulness of such 
inquiry, and repudiate any obligation to make an admission which 
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would iiivol?e an acknowledgment of guilt. What an officer might 
choose to do volmitarilj is another question. I am now speaking of 
the matter as a duty of obligation. 

It seems to me that the course of procedure to which an officer 
should have recourse, who finds himself the subject of a defamatory 
attack in a newspaper, is plain and obvious. He has either to prefer 
charges ag-aiiist the suspected writer, if an officer of the Army, with a 
view to his being brought to a court-martial, provided the accuser 
possesses sufficient proof to establish the charges, or, finling this, to 
prosecute the publisher of the paper in a Civil Court for libel. 

“ But since the Government of India is of opinion that inquiry into 
Captain Orr’s supposed offence should not have been suppressed at the 
time when I did so, I have only to observe that it is now open to 
Brigadier Mayne or Captain Yates to prefer a regular charge against 
this officer; when, if I find that there appears to be sufficient evidence 
to substantiate it, I shall order him to he brought to a court-martial, 
and tlio case regularly and legally disposed of.” 

There was no evidence at all, and no charge was ever preferred 
against this officer. Here, also, tixe strictures of the Goveniinent 
of India were conclusively and unanswerably rebutted. 

Before despatching his reply of the 6tli of October 1852, the 
General coiniminicated it to the Deputy Judge-Advocate General, 
whose regtilar duty liad made him the adviser of the Eesident on 
all point!! of military law. This is Captain McGoun’s opinion on 
the wliole matter in dispute : — 

“ My UKArt General, — I have read over your proposed reply two or 
three times. My feeling on the subject is one of intense regret that 
you should have been placed in a position to render such a reply 
necessary. But the groundlessntiss of the accusation leaves you, as I 
conceive, no alternative. Hotlung could be more clear, or more 
convincing .than your answer; it is far too much so to be palatable at 
Calcutta. However, this is not to be helped, and there can be no 
crime in a man defending himself against an unjust accusation. .Every 
word you have s.aid is the truth. It is respectfully said ; and whether 
it is 'agreeable, or nO't, to the Government of India, mnst be .a matter of 
p'Orfect indifference to you.' You have repudiated the motive imputed 
to you, and there the matter rests as far as. you are concerned. 

''' I 'domot see that you 'Can .amend what you have written. In one 
.or' two paragraphs' 'you might 'Soften 'down what you have said,' — for 
instanoe,:'''.in.p-aragraphs' '2 and' .;3”''the words circum'flexed by. me in 
pencil mighty '.I', '"think, .be .omitted; ^and .the conciading part' of .'para- 
graph 5 might .be mo'dified, ' tn'Ude mo^re general' The 'words in para- 

' '' D,D 2' 
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graph 13, “did not come within the legal competence of the Govern- 
ment’*, might also be omitted, for although true they are strong. 

“ These are mere verbal alterations : no others appear to me necos- 
saiy, but I shall do myself the pleasure of breakfasting with you 
to-morrow, and having a talk about the matter generally. Meanwhile, 
believe me, 

“ Yery faithfully yours, 

“ Thos. McGoun. 

“ P.S. — I fear the English of it all is that Maync has boon let off at 
your expense. We have an old saying in Scotland that ‘ Every herring 
ought to hang by its own head.’ ” 

After the General had left Hyderabad, but before he had sailed 
from Madras, the Government of India sent a rejoinder, dated 
26t]i January 1853, to his indignant letter of the 6th October, 
maintaining that the strictures and censure he complained of were 
“fully justified”. There is really nothing in it worthy of re- 
production here. It sustains none of the positions taken up in 
the first letter and subverted by General Fraser ; and even with 
regard to the alleged authorship of a letter in the Boiiilay Times 
by Captain Sutherland Orr, the Government adopts General 
Fraser's view that any inquiry into that matter would be inex- 
pedient. Where argument is attempted in the letter it fails, 
because the facts are misunderstood or misstated, which is clearly 
shown in the following letter from the Deputy Judge-Advocate- 
General, Major McGoun. 

“Mulkapore, 9th February 1853. 

“ Mr DEAR General, — The day before I left Secunderabad Davidson 
was good enough to show me the Governor-GeiieraTs reply to your 
remonstrance, if I may so call it. I shall not attempt to describe my 
feelings of disgust and vexation at its perusal. If it were a mere 
matter of dispute between you and the Government, it would be best 
treated with silence and— something else; but as doubtless the whole 
matter will be considered by the Home Government, I think it desir- 
able that you should put them right as to facts, and leave the argument 
where it is. Before going further, I must ask you to excuse my 
offering this unsolicited advice. Ho one but yourself knows all the 
circumstances so well as I do ; and I truly wish I could be put into 
the witness-box to testify to the care and attention you bestowed 
on the case from first to last, and how anxious yon were to give it an 
unprejudiced and unbiassed consideration. Knowing all this, the 
letters from the Government have given me more pain than I ever felt 
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“ I did not got a copy of tlie letter, but I road it attentively, and 
recollect well tlie misstated filets. 

: it is assumed that the European Court at Bolaruia was a 
General Court Martial. It was never so intended nor so designated. 
The Nizam’s Cavalry Regulations provide Punchayuts for officers and 
men of that branch, but it is not laid down whether these Punchayuts 
shall consist of European or Native officers. You felt~and the 
matter was fully discussed — that you liad the option of appointing 
tlie one or the other, and the occasion fully justified the selection of a 
European Court. It is also to bo borne in mind, although a secondary 
consideration, that it was the express wish of the Prisoner, that the 
Court should be so constituted. To say, therefore, that it was in any 
way an exceptional or unusual Court, or that it was a General Court 
Martial at all, is not fact, and any argument founded thereon is as 
worthless as the assertion itself. 

“ ; it is asserted that you allowed, and implied that you en- 

couraged, Brigadier Johnston to defend the Prisoner. I recollect 
perfectly well your telling Major Johnston that you would allow the 
Brigadier to come down to the Court at Bolarum, but you did not 
interfere with the Court’s action by authoritatively sanctioning his 
undertaking the Prisoner’s defoiico. I was surprised, therefore, at 
finding in the Governor- General’s letter an evident impression that 
something more than this had been conveyed to the Brigadier. It 
shows profound ignorance of militaxy UvSago to say that prisoners are 
not allowed the aid of a friend. It is a thing of every-day occurrence ; 
and where, as in this case, there was a stoiig bond of friendship be- 
tween the Brigadier and the Rissaldar, it would have been a gross abuse 
of poAver to have denied the latter the aid and assistance of his friend. 
I entertain strong opinions on this point, and consider it would be 
intolerable tyranny if a man in the position of a prisoner defending 
himself against utter ruin and against the loss of what is dearer to him 
than life itself, should bo denied the aid of his friend’s counsel. We 
soldiers are in a measure slaves, but not to that extent. As to the 
charge or insinuation of your pitting one Brigadier against the other, 
it is childish, — as is also the accusation that the Rissaldar ought not to 
have been allowed to choose a European Court, and to say he had no 
confidence in a Native Pnnehaynt. It makes me feel sick to consider 
such arguments. 

Third : In another paragraph yon are said to have visited, or allowed 
your SUff to visit, the Rissaldar while under trial. This is not fact. 
It is not true. None of your Staff visited him. I can only say for 
myself that I did not even go to Bolarum the whole time the trial 
was going on 5 and so anxious was I to stand clear of becoming 
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or seeming biassed, that when some of the proceedings were sent to me 
to J anlnah privately^ I returned them unread, with a strong letter, fco the 
person who had acted so indiscreetly. Had you visited the Prisoner, 
or allowed your Staff to do so, there might have been some ground for 
the view the Grovernment has taken ; but as it is pure invention — and 
^ of a most malicious nature — it should not go iincontradicted, and that 
in the plainest terms. 

Fourth : It is argued that although competent to appoint and con- 
firm the proceedings, you should not have passed any remarks on the 
liissaldar and his case, as it fettered the Goveimment. If the Govern- 
ment had predetermined to victimise the Eissaldar, without reference 
to his guilt or innocence of the charges against him, the argument 
would hold good 5 but who ever heard of the supreme military authority 
having power to dispose of a trial only in part — to confirm, but not to 
express approval or blame ? It would be well, at any rate, if Govern- 
ment read the proceedings — for which they have not yet called — and 
thus became acquainted with all the circumstances, before venturing on 
an adverse opinion on so large a range of subjects. 

“ Fifth : You are said to have concurred in the Court’s opinion of 
Mayne’s conduct. Suppose you did, — was his conduct beyond your 
authority and control? I have again perused the remarks of the 
Court, and I do not find in them anything refiecting seriously on 
Mayne. He is hardly alluded to throughout. 

^ixth: In the concluding paragraph there is an unmeaning remark 
about ‘ courtesy’ to Mayne, as if you should have set justice, discipline, 
and every other consideration aside, and consulted only his feelings 
and wishes ! However, this would not be worth noticing, but in 
this paragraph there is a misstatement, viz,, that you directed the 
restoration of the men in General Orders. You did no such thing. 
But if yon had — ^you had the power to do as you did; and if you did 
right— and that is not disputed — ^why cavil at the But, it 

would appear, as I said before, as if nothing was taken into account 
but Mayne’s feelings. ^ 

“ These are the principal points which occurred to me in reading 
over this most extraordinary letter. I know it will be your inelination 
to treat it with silence and— something -else ; but still, as I have 
already said, it is worthy of consideration whether you ought not to 
put them right as to facts, making them, if you like, a present of their 
arguments. 

'*Kow, my dear Geneml, you must excuse my thus offering my 
unasked-for opinion. You will comprehend the feelings that prompt 
me to do so. D.V. I shall be at Madras on the 23rd or 24th, some 
days before you sail, and I need not say how delighted we shall be to 
see you again before your departure from India. 
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‘‘ Mrs. MoGroiin joins me in kindest regards to you and Mrs. Fraser, 
wliilo 

“ I remain always, yours very sincerely, 

“ Tiios. McGoun.’' 

It is not too miicli to say that the judgment of the large military 
■circle at Secunderabad and in the Hyderabad territories, and of the 
Madras Army, was practically unanimous as to the rectitude and 
tlie satisfactory character of the settlement that General Fraser 
had made of the diilcrences and the heart-burnings with which the 
Contingent liad so long been distracted. But he knew, much 
better than his friend. Captain McGoun, how “unpalatable/' how 
intolerable indeed, his reply would be found at Calcutta. Lord 
Dalhousie, who had already objected to the “tartness" of some of 
the Geiierars replies^ had disowned “ meekness" as entering into 
his own dis]>osition, and had said that “sharp words might meet 
with sharp answers",^ was not very likely to take in good part a 
letter which was not only “sharp" and “tart," hut which put the 
(irO\'ernor-Geu6ral so thoroughly in the wrong. The Eesident felt 
that the further progress of the discussion, which the Governor- 
General would hardly leave as it was, could not but be tempestuous, 
and its final issue would probably depend on an appeal to the 
Home Government. He had no more wish to enter on a pro- 
tracted controversy of this description, than he had on a protracted 
negotiation for the Treaty to obtain the Berars, to which he had 
a profound aversion, but on which Lord Dalhousie had decided. 
Everytliing added to his desire to have done with Hyderabad 
affairs. On the 20tli of July 1852, he had written to his old friend, 
Major Moore, the Director : 

“ Everything at Hyderabad proceeds in the old unsatisfactory way, 
but I think I may say with truth that this is not my fault, I am 
heartily tired of it, and ask your friend Mrs. Fraser every day to make 
up her mind to return to England. But she always tells me that there 
is not money enough to pay our passage.” 

In the very midst of the GeneraTs gi'owing desire to retire from 
the Eesidency, the money problem received a natural though 
sorrowful solution by the death of his elder brother, General 
Hastings Fraser, to whose private fortune, as well as to the landed 
property of Ardachie, my father succeeded. The General almost 

1 Ante^ p, 336. 
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immediately addressed tlie following brief letter to tlie Secretary 
to the Government of India. 

“ Hyderabad, 12tli November 1852. 

** Sir, — Private affairs requiring my presence in England, I request 
that the Government of India will be pleased to permit me to deliver 
over charge of the Hyderabad Residency to my Assistant, Major 
Davidson, and grant me leave of absence, preparatory to applying for 
furlough to the Government of Fort St. George, from the date of my 
so delivering over charge, and my resignation of this of&ce and em- 
barkation at Madras, which will be either in the middle of February 
next, or at the end of that month. 

‘‘ I have the honour to be, etc., 

“J. S. Fuasrr.” 

One of the General’s last acts as the head of the Hyderabad 
Contingent was to ask for a better place in it for a very deserving 
officer, and a special friend of his own, Captain Doiia. The letter 
was addressed to the Governor-Generars Private Secretary, Mr. 
Courtenay, 

‘‘ Hyderabad, 12th November 1852. 

“ Mt dear Sir, — I wrote a public letter to Government yesterday 
regarding Captain Commandant Roebuck’s return to England on sick 
certificate, and I have now to request that you will submit to the 
Governor-General the accompanying copy of an application from 
Major Briggs, Brigade Major Hyderabad Division, to be appointed 
to the temporary command of the 8th Nizam’s Infantry, vacated by 
Captain Roebuck’s departure. Major Briggs is an able and highly 
deserving officer, and merits the Governor- General’s favourable consi- 
deration. 

“If his request is complied with, the office of Brigade Major of the 
Hyderabad Division will become temporarily vacant. The title to a 
staff appointment of this description should he found, I think, rather 
in the requisite qualifications than in mere seniority. If I were 
permitted to recommend an officer upon the acknowledged ground of 
superior ability, combined with great activity and zeal, I should men- 
tion Captain Doria, at present employed as Superintendent of Roads. 
He has never asked me for anything more than he has got, which> 
not, perhaps, the least recommendation in his favour, nor does he know 
that I have any intention of bringing his name to the notice of the 
Governor-General on the present occasion. If near relationship to one 
of the most eminent men we have ever had in India could in any way 
add to the personal claims of the officer I have now mentioned, 
he possesses this advantage. He is the nephew of Sir Thomas 
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]\ru!iro, Ill’s niotlior, tlie Marcliesa do Spiiieto, being the sister of 
Laily Miiiiro. 

‘‘ I have this morning sent np a letter to G-overnmont, requesting 
that mj resignatieu of tlio Hyderabad Jtesidency may be accepted; 
and I beg you will be so good as to acquaint the Govcrnor-G-cneral 
tliar the private atlairs in England, given as a reason for this applica- 
tion, refer to the death of iiu' elder and only surviving brother, General 
Hastings Eraser. 

“ I remain, my' dear Sir, 

“ Yours very sincerely, 

‘‘ F. E. Courtenay, Esq., “ J. S. Er-ASER. 

“ Private Secrehiiy to the Governor- General, Calcutta.’* 

TIui vacant IJrigadc jMajorsliip was not filled up by' the apj>oiiit- 
nnait of Captain Dovia, as reconmiended by General Fraser in 
this last of Ins piivate coinnmnications, as Resident at Hyderabad, 
with the (iovernor-Geueral of India. 

Just a fortniglit before (ieneral Fraser sent in his resignation to 
Government, the old officer, then on the Residency Sttiff, one of 
wliose recent letters to myself I have already quoted,^ wrote the 
following letter to his old colleague, Major Moore, the Director, 
which fairly represents the general feeling entertained by all the 
English officers the}i serving in the Hyderabad territories, who 
W(ire acquainted with the circuiuslauces that had led to the un- 
founded imputations from head-quarters against the Generars 
iiu])tirtiality'. 

‘‘Bolarum, 25th October 1852. 

‘‘My DEAR Moore, — The Governor-General ’s/ai lias at length been 
received on tho proceedings of the 5th Cavalry. It has taken us all 
by surprise; and so much does General Fraser feel the injustice of the 
judgment, that I shall not be astonished — unless something be said or 
done to pacify him — ^if it should lead to his resignation. The Resident 
is (iccused of showing the same ‘party feeling’ which he has condemned 
in others, which in his official reply he designates, as it really is, ‘adis- 
hotioun’ng charge’. He has repudiated the imputation in the most 
emplmtic terms consistent with the respect due to the Government. 
You will, of com'se, soe the whole of the correspondence and judge for 
yourself. I^ever was there so groundless a charge against a high 
functionary. Neither the sympathies nor the antipathies of the Resi- 
dent were with either of the paidios concerned. I know it to Jiave 
been his constant endeavour to keep his mind free from everything like 

1 Ante^ p. 109. 
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bias. I dare say you Lave discovered that I do not blindly concur in 
every public act of our friend, but as a quiet observer of all tluit lias 
been going on, I must say that I think it would be impossible to over 
estimate the rectitude of his of&cial conduct throughout these unhappy 
proceedings. I should like to see your Court do what the Governor- 
General has not done, call for the proceedings of the Bolarum trials. 
Our labours will then be appreciated and better understood.” 

I have just received, also, another letter from the same old 
friend, an extract from which may throw a little light on the latest 
relations between Lord Dalhoiisic and my lather. It is dated 
'' 21st September 1884 

“ I know there were differences between them wdth regard to their 
policy, and I recollect the Governor-General once writing to the General 
that if he persisted in his tone of correspondence, he should be obliged 
to write to him in a way he would not like, — it looked very much like 
a threat.^ When General Fraser was at Calcutta, staying at Govern- 
ment House, in 1848, Lord Dalhousio remarked to some one, ‘in con- 
versation he makes me feel as if I were the liesident and he was the 
Governor- General’. I know that to be the fact. So you see a sort of 
antagonism sprang up early. The immediate cause of the Hesideiit’s 
resignation was a dishonouring expression in an official military letter 
at the close of the Cavalry Punchayuts connected with the trial of 
Zoolficar Ali Beg and others. So much was the Gencx'al hurt that he 
said to your mother, ‘ Be prepared to leave in a month.’ ” 

“ I recollect when the Berai' affair was finally settled how the 
Governor-General promised his friendship and patronage to those con- 
cerned. If then he was so pleased at winning the game he had so long 
been engaged in, how great must have been his feelings of animosity 
against those who had previously thwarted him. He gave the General 
a cold shoulder because he would not lend himself to such an atrocious 
measure, — a practical illustration of Indian political life, where the 
officials who lend themselves as willing instruments to acts of spoliation 
and such-like sharp practice, are promoted and rewarded, while the 
high-minded and honest official, who will not lend himself to such 
atz’ocities, is neglected and too often visited with censure. 

“ On returning to India in ’64, your father, after passing Aden, where 
he had seen Outram, wrote to Lord Dalhonsie regarding Outram’s 
affairs, to which Lord Dalhonsie replied in a friendly spirit, indicating 
harmony between them in their private relations. This, I think, was 
the last letter that passed between them.” 


^ Aiite^ p. 336. 
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A few days before his departure from Hyderabad, the General 
wrote as follows, in reply to a very friendly letter from Sir Henry 
Pottinger, the Governor of Madras. 

“Hyderabad, 20th December 1852. 

“My DicAii Sir Heitry, — I am greatly obliged by your letter of the 
10th instant, and should with pleasure accept your kind invitation to 
Government House with Mrs. Fraser and my family, had wo not pro- 
mised to take up our abode with my daughter, ]\Irs. Sim, who will bo 
much disappointed if wo fail in our word. We arc in deep mourning, 
which would, of course, prevent our participating in any largo parties; 
and this renders our daughter’s house our most suitable place o£ 
residence. I propose leaving this on some day between the 1st and lOtli 
})roxiino, and as we are going down by slow marches, we shall probably 
be at Madras at the end of that month, embarking on the screw-steamer 
Maaritiits about the 20th or 21st of February. 

“ I am glad to leave Hyderabad, for I have long been tired of the 
part I have bad to perfoi'm here. Our conduct towards the Hizam, 
whoso independence we profess it to be our intention of maintaining, 
has been but little adapted to that end; and the course now about to be 
pursued will, I fear, be but little creditable to tlio British Government. 

“ I quite coincide in your opinion regarding the Burmese war, and 
though I never liked the commencement of it, for I seldom place im- 
plicit confidence in the grievances of merchants, who are generally 
quite as much to blame as those against whom they complain, yet once 
commenced, it should have boon conducted with vigour. It has drawled 
along in a most incomprehensible manner, and contributes in no degree 
to our reputation, either in a political or military point of view. I am 
somewhat sui’prisod to bear you express your distaste for Indian polities 
in general, considering how much you have distinguished yourself in this 
dcpai'tment during the wliole of your career. I should be sorry to learn 
that you were about to leave Madras, if that Government were less 
subordinate in matters of detail to the Government of India. As to 
parties at home, I know not which appears most bent on losing its 
character for consistency. The Derbyites seem to have a happy 
ability for evasion ; while I cannot help agreeing with Mr. Hume that 
Lord John Bussell’s address to the people at Perth savours a good deal 
of the ad captandum style. I think it will afford me some amusement 
at home to attend sometimes, if I find opportunities of doing so, the 
debates in the two Houses of Parliament. 

“ Believe me, my dear Sir Henry, with the highest esteem and kindest 
regards, in which Mrs. Fraser and the Bells cordially join, 

“ Very sincerely yours, 
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The Treaties of ]8r)3 and 1860 — Their History, Nature, and Eesults— Both 
of them Compulsory and One-sided — The Burdens on the Nizam 
admitted to be unfair, but fastened more firmly by Treaty— Illicit 
Advantages gained for the Honourable Company — Progressive Reforms 
effected in the Hyderabad State. 

At the end of Chapter TX of this hook the conclusion was reached, 
after a careful inquiry, that in 1853 His Highness the Mzam did 
not really owe one single rupee to the Honourable Company; but 
that, on the contrary, the pecuniary balance, if rightly calculated, 
would have been immensely in favour of the Hyderabad State.^ 
The argument carried on so far grew naturally out of the incidents 
of General Fraser’s long tenure of the Residency, and as he con- 
tinued after his retirement from public life to take the deepest 
interest in Indian affairs, the story would really be left half told, 
if I omitted to describe in terms that will fairly represent his 
views, the transactions that immediately followed his retirement, 
and to explain in some degree their character and results. 

Colonel John Low arrived at the Hyderabad Residency, and 
took over charge from Major Davidson, who remained as his First 
Assistant, on the 7th of March 1853. 

On the 20th of April the new Resident received his “ full instruc- 
tions” from the Government of India for his "‘guidance in the 
projected negotiation” for a Treaty with the Nizam. On the 20th 
of May a Treaty was signed and sealed by His Highness/ by 
Article VI of which the Berar provinces and other districts were 
assigned “to the exclusive management of the British Resident 
for the time being at Hyderabad, and to such other officers acting 
under his orders as may from time to time be appointed by the 

^ Ante^ p. 365. 

2 Nimm's DeU (418 of 1864), pp. 93, 116, 137. 
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Crovenmiont ut* India to the charge of tliose districts”, — ''for tlie 
|>nr]H)se of the regular luontldy payment of the Contingent troops”, 
and '‘also for the ])ayincnt of the iutercKst” on the alleged debt of 
about no lakhs of Hyderabad rupees, “so long as the principal of 
tliat de]»t shall remain unpaid.”'^ 

Ceneral Fraser’s anticipations as to the ITizani'' endeavouring to 
stave off what lui would regard as a great calamity and degrada- 
by “ ])assive resistance” and “protracted negotiations”,- were 
eoni])leUdy verified. From the first introduction of the su1\]'ect by 
Cohuiel Low, “the Nizam expressed a very dt^cided repugnance 
to making any such Treaty”, and said, '' Cod forbid that I shoiild 
suffer such disgrace”.^ 

r>ut lAU'd Dalhousie had the giant’s strength, and used it. He 
was determined not to have any '' lU’otracted negotiations”, but to 
have a territorial assignment under Treaty forthwith. As already 
hinted, in his letter to C?cneral Fraser of September 16th, 1852, 
military coercion was contemplated if the Nizam did not submit 
at oiice."^ And "if His Highness the Nizam”, said Lord Dal- 
lumsic, “should reject the settlement that has been proposed for 
his htmefil, and if evil should eonseftuently befall his State, the 
Clovernment of India must stand acquitted of all blame towards 
hinr**. 

AVitb instructions conceived in this spirit, Colonel Low brought 
liie negotiations, if they can so be called, to a speedy conclusion, 
the moment he perceived a possibility of their being “ protracted”. 
The Nizam’s vain endeavours to gain time, and liis counter pro- 
posals, were cut short by an intimation that unless he at once 
consented to sign the new Treaty, orders would be given for the 
advance of British troops, not merely into the districts that were 
wanted, but also into the capital. This was not done ofScially, or 
oi)enly, hut in a private and familiar note addressed by the 
Assistant-Eesident, Major Davidson, to the Minister, Sooraj-ool- 
Mo(dk. Colonel Low, in his despatch of the 19th of May 1853, 
announcing that the Nizam' had at last consented to sign the 
Treaty, mentions “ a note” dated the 14th of that month, which 
was “ sent in original to the Nizam by the Minister, to impress 

^ DM (418 of 1854), p, 144. 2 pp. 333 ^ 334 . 

3 Nizami Debt, p, 117. ^ Aide, pp. 378, 379. 

* ^izam^z Debt, p. 115- 
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the mind of His Highness with the belief that further unnecessary 
delays in settling the matter would not be permitted’’^ A careful 
perusal of the private note to which the Resident thus briefly 
alludes, is necessary to make its coercive efficacy fully intelligible. 
It runs thus : — 

“ Hyderabad, May 14tb, 1858. 

My bear Nawab, — I believe the Resident requires your attendance 
this evening, to inform you that his negotiations with the Nizam are 
at an end, and he applies to the Govornor-Greneral to move troops by 
to- day’s post. 

“His Highness asked for four months’ delay, which was refused, not 
even in that time positively stipulating to pay the troops. Had he, 
however, done so, this would have been refused, as contrary to the in- 
structions of the Governor- G-eneral. 

“ His Highness next offered to place forty lakhs of talooks^ in the 
hands of Shums-ool- Oomra for the pay of the Contingent. The Resi- 
dent said, ‘ No,’ as he could not be assured that there would be no inter- 
ference on the part of his Highness’s Government, or his other officers ; 
but if the talooks were made over to the Resident and Shums-ool- 
Oomra, or any other officer of the Hyderabad Government as Commis- 
sioners— they to have the entire management and control of these 
districts, only furnishing accounts yearly to his Highness — he would 
refer the propositions to Calcutta, but without the slightest expectation 
that the Governor- General would agree to it. 

“ His Highness has refused to agi'ee to the above, and therefore he 
has lost a chance of obtaining a remission of what was disagreeable to 
his ideas of dignity. The terms first proposed are now renewed, and 
with an unfriendly feeling that would, in my opinion, drive matters to 
extremites. Indeed, I have a letter from my nephew at Poona, men- 
tioning that the 78th Highlanders and H.M.’s 86th Regiment have 
received orders to be in readiness to march on Hyderabad. Don’t 
suppose military operations will be confined to the Districts ; and if you 
are a friend of his Highness, beg of him to save himself and his dignity 
by complying at once with what the Governor- General will most 
assuredly compel him to accede to. 

“CuTH. Davidson.” 

The meaning of '"military occupation” not being “confined to 
the Districts”, was that the city of Hyderabad would be occupied 
by British troops. Then the Nizam and his advisers saw that he 
had before him the choice of signing the Treaty or being dethroned. 

1 Nuamh DeU (418 of 1854), pp. 132, 133. 

2 Meaning land producing revenue of about £400,000 per annum. 



FHIEXULY compulsion. 


415 


They imilev.^tood ]>ovfocUy, as it was intended they should, th;it it 
iiuist I'inue. to that. The. Noam’s Goveriiiaeut was not as strong 
in l(So:>. nor was Hyderabad so orderly, as they became during the 
long uiliiiinistratiou of the Nawab Sir Salar Jung. Without 
counting the armed nieu in a lortitied city of 500,000 inliabitaufcs, 
where. ulm(.)st every man was armed, the City was full of those 
■‘lurlniK'nt. nierceuaries'’, wlioni, as they, of course, were well aware, 
our (hnermnent was constantly urging the Nizam to disliand. 
'I'heir leaih'rs would certainly have taken every advantage of 
IMu.s.sulman fannlici.sm and general excitement to have one last 
deh|iairing struggle, before they submitted to the loss of tbeir homes 
and of all that tliey possessed. Although the City could not have 
rt'sisleil a British Ibrc.e. for twenty-four hours, it would not have 
been occnjiicd without a contest. The first shot fired from the 
walls would, so far as we can argue from the general tone and 
temper of liord Dalhousic’s policy, have cost the Nizam his throne. 
It would have becu worse than useless for him to plead that 
he conhl not control the unruly rabble of his capital, xis a great 
number of them could easily have been proved to be in His 
Ilighnes,s’s pay, his conduct would probably have been stigmatised 
as gro.ss treacherj’. The “evil” foreshadowed by Lord Dalhousie 
would (hen “befall his .State”, and “the Government of India 
would stand aetpiittcd of all blame”. Under the intluence of this 
iutimidaliou, of these “ohjurgations and threats”, as Colonel David- 
son called thcngi the Nizam submitted, and signed the Treaty. 
He submitted to the throat of military coercion, with its manifest 
eonso(|U''nces. 

The coinpulsiou thus used on the weaker party vitiates the 
Treaty of 1853, not only on moral gi-ounds, but also on well 
recognised grounds of interuational law, and unfavourably distin- 
guishes it from almost every other Treaty concluded with the 
States of the Indian Empire. It is quite true that in very many 
instances recorded in history, and in most of our Indian cases, 
treaties of peace between belligerents have been concluded under 
compulsion. 

But the Treaty of 1853 was a Treaty between friends and allies 
in a time of profound peace, under circumstances which rendered 
threats and military coercion oppressive and iniquitous. It was a 

* Deccan ("388 of 1867), p. 26. 
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mere question of money — the exaction of a halaiicc of account 
that was, to say the least, qxiestionahle. To obtain this payment, 
and the means of making certain future payments to a Force 
raised by our own contrivance and kept up solely for our own 
benefit, an assignment of territory \vas extorted from an Ally, the 
integrity of whose dominions, and whose internal and external 
security, had been guaranteed by the Treaty of 1800 for a valuable 
consideration which we still held. Although that assignment was 
23rofessedly declared, throughout the negotiation, to be tenq>orary 
and by way of a redeemable mortgage, it w\as, no doubt, intended 
by Lord Dalhousie, in accordance with the rapacious policy of that 
IDeriod, to be permanent, and the letter of the Treaty was drafted 
with that object in view. 

With regard to the temporary nature of the assignment having 
been declared in the negotiation of the Treaty, Colonel Low, the 
Eesident, has left no doubt upon this point in his desj^atch dated 
4th May 1853, describing the most critical moment in the transac- 
tion, ‘"Finding'*, he wnites, “ that the ]S^izam^s dislike to the words 
" hi ^er^petuity' was extreme, and fearing that the whole negotiation 
might fail if I insisted on that word, I announced that that was a 
part of the scheme which my Govexaiment had allowed me the 
liberty to alter if necessary ; and I announced formally that if His 
Highness wished it, the districts might be made over merely for a 
time, to maintain the Contingent as long as he might require it.”^ 
In short, from what Colonel Low said to him, the FTizam was led 
to suppose that we fully admitted his right to call ui)on us to 
abolish the Contingent at any time, if he should cease to “ re- 
quire it**. 

And yet, under some strange hallucination, let us charitably 
hope, as to the omnipotence of the written letter, apart from the 
spoken word — while the vrords “in perpetuity** were excluded, 
both the Eesident and the Governor soon took upon themselves to 
assume that the substance of perpetuity was included in the 
Treaty of 1853. Within a very few days after the ratification of 
the Treaty, Colonel Low, in a letter to the Government of India, 
dated 19th June 1853, referring to some jaghire estates in the 
assigned province of Berar, says : — 


^ Nxzamh Belt (418 of 1864), p. 122. 
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“ I suppose tliat General Fraser excluded these jaghires partly to 
ph'asc the Ifinistor, and partly because the General then expected that 
tlio whole of the districts would then I’emain only a short time in our 
hands ; but, ns T Jaunv thnt those districts are ter be pe^irKoieiitli/ in our 
hands, I thought that those jaghires should at once come under our own 
excl usi ve managein eu t. ’ ’ ^ 

(Jeneral Fraser “expected that the districts would remain only 
a short time in our hands”. Colonel Low, recalling and resuming 
(General Fraser’s arrangements and assurances, told the Nizam, to 
save tlu'. negotiation from failing, that “ the districts might be 
made over merely for a time”, and conse(pTently erased the words 
“‘in perpetuity”. Yet Colonel Low says he “knew that the 
districts were to be permanently in our hands”. Clearly, the 
Nizam did not know it, or agree to it. 

Lord Dalhousie, in his Minute of 30th May 1853, on the conclu- 
sion of the Treaty, recognises that the Nizam “showed himself, 
from first to last, absolutely and inflexibly resolved to refuse all 
cession of territory in perpetuity; and that he expressed the 
utmost reluctance even to assign districts to our management, the 
sovereignty remaining with Imnself.”^ 

Yet, in paragraph 4 of a despatch dated November 30th, 1853, 
from tlie Government of India to the Resident, desiring that all 
the Nizam’s military garrisons may be removed from the Assigned 
DivStricts, they are declared to be “assigned in perpetuity”. This is 
confirmed in his Farewell Minute reviewing his own administration, 
dated the 28th February 1856, where Lord Dalliousie says : — “ By a 
Treaty concluded in 1853, His Highness the Nizam has assigned, 
in pcrpeiml f/oirrnvicjit, to the Honourable East India Company, 
the province of Berar and other districts of his State, for the 
permanent maintenance of the Hyderabad Contingent.”® 

It is not easy to compare these words with those used by 
Colonel Low, “to save the negotiation from failing”, without a sense 
of shame* Lord Dalhousie admits the Nizam to have been 
“ inflexibly resolved against cession in perpetuity”, yet says that 
the districts are “assigned in perpetuity”, and that we have obtained 
*^pmpctual government”. Colonel Low, during the negotiation, said 
the districts were assigned “ to maintain the Contingent as long as” 

1 Nkani^^H Dsht (418 of 1854), pp. 156, 157. s Ibid., p. 150. 

® Mimte by the Marquis of Dalhousie (245 of 1856j, p. 7. 
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the Nizam ‘'might require if. Lord Dalhousie, after the negotiation, 
said he had obtained "ihQpeTmmient maintenance of the Contingent”. 

Colonel Low says he “formally announced” that the districts 
might be “ made over merely for a time, to maintain the Contin- 
gent as long as” the Nizam “ might require it”, because he was 
afraid “ the whole negotiation might fail”. If the Nizam in- 
flexibly and absolutely” objected to the -words “in perpetuity”, 
much more must he have objected to the fact of “ perpetuity”. 
And after his objection had been admitted before his face, — for 
fear of complete failure, — to assume and to assert “perpetuity” 
behind his back, was a deed without a name, legally and politically 
a nullity, and of no real effect. Founded on intimidation, compul- 
sion, and something worse, the Treaty of 1853 exists only by dint 
of superior force, and has no lawful or moral validity. 

'/ There is, however, a somewhat prevalent impression, founded 
on official statements, that in 1860 not only were magnificent 
presents conferred upon the Nizam and his Minister, Sir Salar 
J ung, as rewards for the invaluable support and assistance given 
by the Hyderabad State at the height and crisis of the mutinies 
and rebellion of 1857, but that the demands and deprivations of 
the Treaty of 1853 were to a great extent relinquished and 
restored by the Treaty of 1860, intended, according to its preamble, 
to “mark the esteem in which His Highness the Nizam is held by 
Her Majesty the Queen”. By Article V of this Treaty the British 
Oovermnent restored to the Nizam the Assigned Districts of the 
Eaichore Doab and Nuldroog, retaining only those of Berar; by 
Article II the territory of Shorapore was “ ceded” to His Highness 
in full sovereignty ; and Article III “ cancelled the debt of about 
fifty lakhs of Hyderabad rupees due by the Nizam”.^ 

Before proceeding to examine the more serious and weighty 
points regarding the alleged gifts and reparations of 1860, it may 
be mentioned that, among other rewards for good conduct and 
gallant service during the mutinies, was a reward conferred by the 
Viceroy in Council upon the Cavalry of the Hyderabad Contingent, 
who had taken a brilliant part in the Central Indian Campaign, 
and were eulogised by Sir Hugh Eose (now Lord Strathnairn) as 
the wings of his army”. To the men of the Contingent who had 
been so employed by our Government in its hour of need, an extra 

* Aitchison’s Treaties^ vol. v, pp. 114, 116, 
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field allowance, or latta, of five rupees a month was granted. But 
the Nizam liad to pay it. It was taken out of the revenues of the 
Assigned Districts.^ 

With regard to the presents, amounting in value to £10,000, 
conferred upon the Nizam, and to the value of £3,000 given to 
iSalar Jung, in July 1860, it must not be forgotten that in return 
for them, and in conformity with old usage, presents valued at 
£15,000 were forwarded by His Highness for the acceptance of 
the Governor-General, which, according to established rule, were 
consigned to the Imperial treasury.'^ - 

The Nizam's investiture with the collar and star of the Exalted 
Order c*f tlie Star of India, which he ought, of course, according to 
onr Western ideas, to have considered as a very high and utterly 
unpurchasable honour, was really, owing both to religious and 
political scruples, wliich ought to have been foreseen and guarded 
against, a subject of great embarrassment and anxiety to His 
Highness. Many seditious and abusive placards were put up in 
the City on the occasion, denouncing the Nizam for accepting a 
Christian order of knighthood. The cameo of Her Majesty was 
in itself an unmentionable difficulty, Mohammedan law strictly 
forbidding graven images. And then the Goveriior-Generars 
Persian interpreter, in his translation of the statutes, had, by a 
most unlucky blunder, designated the collar, which ought to have 
been rendered by one of several wmrds meaning a necklace or 
garlatid, a *Towk", signifying a slave’s collar, the distinctive badge 
of servitude. It is a remarkable fact that the Nizam’s reluctance, 
after many painful conferences with the Resident, gave way at 
last on his learning that the honoured name of the Prince Consort 
was at the head of the Order ® 

Of the alleged debt of ‘'about fifty lakhs of Hyderabad rupees'’ 
enough has been already said.^ Its origin and true history being 

^ Boe Appendix 0, The field allowance of five rupees a month was given, 
on his own responsibility, to the men of the Hyderabad Contingent by that 
gallant officer Colonel (afterwards G-eneral Sir Henry) Durand, then officiating 
as Govemor-Grencrars Agent in Central India, (see Oar Faithful A lly the. 
Nmm, p. 297). This was, on his part, a most well-judged and timely boon, 
and it was very properly confirmed; but the very fact of the grant being 
made by an officer unconnected with Hyderabad, and [for services to onr 
Government at such an hour of need, ought to have exempted the Nizam 
from being made to pay it. 

s See Appendix 0. ® Ibid. * Chapter ix,5pp. 351 to 365. 
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such as they liave been shown bo, the luu'ouiit was, in fact, little 
modified in our favour by the territorial rcsturalion and e.wlianges, 
and the relinq.nishment of the alle.u;ed delit under the Trt'aty of 
1860; for these concessions were insullieient to covit the Nizam’s 
legitimate and snbsecinently ae.knowledged onunter-claims of hmg 
standing. 1 do not mean to .say that the. Nizam deriveil no advati- 
tage from that Treaty, for he thereby obtaineil a jiartial re.stitnii.m 
which was very much desired, and which eonid not ha\-i‘ be.en 
obtained by other means ; but I do meati to .say that lu* did not, as 
is commonly .supposed, receive anything lliat, can be cnlle.d a 
reward. What was given up to him was already his own, and its 
restoration cost the lmix;rial (Jovernment nothing. The Districts 
were only held in trust, and the .surplus n'vemie was payable to 
the Hyderabad State. Ample seeurity was retained for the main- 
tenance of the Contingent. The Di.strict of Shorapore, which our 
Government claimed to “cede in full Hovereignty”, was a recog- 
nised fief of Hyderabad. 

Assuming , however, that the alleged <lehl was fairly due in 1 .Sad, 
and that the counter-claims wore inadmi.s.siblo, the Nizam, under 
Article VHI of the Treaty of 1860, “ceded to the. British Govern- 
ment, in full sovereignty, all the possession.s of Hi.s HighneR.s on 
the left bank of the Godavery and of tin; river Wyne. Gunga 
above the confluence” ^ — lands, the fee-simph*. of which, iiieludiug 
valuable forests, was worth much more than the fifty lakhs of 
Hyderabad rupees professedly remitted. /' 

Moreover, there was in 1860 another unsettled balancje of account 
in favour of the Nizam, for which our Government, as Lt)rd Can- 
lung and Lord Lawrence successively acknowledged, it was very 
difficult to frame an apology or an explanation. “ The provisions 
of the Treaty of 1863”, says Mr. AitcMsou, Foreign Secretary to 
the Government of India, wliich required the .submission «)f 
annual accoxmts of the Ass^ed Districts to the Nizam, were 
productive of much inconvenience and einbarras.sing discussions”.'* 
These discussions must have been embarrassing indeed. Under 
Article VIII of the Treaty of 1853, the British Resident was bound 
to “render true and faithful accounts to the Nizam every year of 
the receipts and disbursements, and to make over the surplus 

Aitduson’s Trea^, vol. v, p. 116 . 

* Ibid., vol. V, p, 10. Sir Charlos Aitchisoil is now Lieutonant-Govemor 

of thci PiiTiianVi. 
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revenue to His Higlmess.’' No surplus revenue was paid, and no 
accounts were rendered for seven years — hence the “embarrassing 
discussions”. “ By tlie Treaty”, wrote the Viceroy, Lord Canning, 
in Council, on the 7th of July 1860, “we are bound to render 
these accounts every year, and it is not creditable that this should 
not Iiave been done.^’^ Under the Government of Lord Lawrence, 
in a, despatch dated 13th of Pebruary 1867, “the omission to 
lurnisli annual accounts” was “confessed to have been a dereliction 
from the letter of Article VIII of the Treaty of 1853”; 

The cause of no surplus revenue being paid, though veiled by 
the accounts l>eing withheld, was well known to the Nizam, and 
iully admitted by the British Eesident. It arose, in his words, from 
exirjivagance of our management’', contrary to verbal assurances 
rliiring tlie negotiation of the Treaty, the written provisions of 
wliicli were actually broken by the accounts being kept back, 

“ Tliere is no doubt”, wrote the Eesident, Colonel Davidson, on 
the 6th of July 1859, “that General Low allowed the former 
Minister, Sooraj-ooLMoolk, and the present one, Salar Jung, to 
suppose that our management would cost about two annas in the 
rupee, or about 12| per cent, on the revenue”, — “ and I distinctly 
remember”, be continues, “its being made use of as an argument 
to induce compliance in signing the Treaty.”® After much 
^^eiiibaiTassing discussion” at Hyderabad, the equity of the case 
advancjed by the Nizam’s Minister was in substance acknowledged. 
Tlie Viceroy, Lord Canning, in a despatch dated 7th Julyl860, taking 
into consideration “the expectation of the Nizam, when the Treaty 
was signed, that the expense of managing the districts would, not 
exceed two annas in the rupee, ■ or 12| per cent.”, and also “the 
circumstances under which, and the objects for which, the Treaty 
was iimcie”, declared himself “not disposed to charge the Nizam 
for administering a country which really belongs to him, more 
than' lie would himself have incurred, and more proportionately 
ttian he .incurs in the, rest of his dominions.”' The Government 
of India, therefore, agreed “to admit the excess civil expenditure 
of past years as a set-off against the 'Nizam’s debt of .fifty lakhs 
of Hydembad rupees.”^ 

Tims the fonnal remissio,n of -the , alleged, debt in, „ the Treaty 

' ^ iigdifiMbmi Mmpmi 1^- 7. ' 

* (29of:lB67), p. ■21. ■ 

Amigmd'IMstrtcis (BBS of 1867), pp. 4, 6*,,., '' , ■ p, 
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THE NIZAM'S QUOTA 


of 1860, was nothing more than a form, the. documentary record 
of “a set-off” already officially acknowledged. 'Mt is not to be 
wondered at”, says the Eesident, Colonel Davidson, ^‘that His 
Highness the Nizam fails to regard the remission as a sponta- 
neous and unequivocal gift.” ^ It was not in any sense, or with 
any qualification, a gift at all. / 

There still remains one apologetic point in favour of the Treaties 
of 1853 and 1860 that remains to he noticed, in order to complete 
the argument as to their inequitable and one-sided character. 

Article XII of the Treaty of 1800, providing that under certain 
circumstances the Nizam shall furnish a force of “ six thousand 
Infantry and nine thousand Horse of His Highness’s own troops” 
to co-operate with the Subsidiary Force in time of war, it ivS urged 
that by Article VII of the Treaty of 1853, the reduced Contingent 
is accepted as an equivalent in the future for “the larger body of 
troops , and that the Nizam is thus relieved from an onerous 
obligation, and so far derives real advantage from the Treaty. 

In the first place, it must strike one that the obligation cannot 
have been very onerous, and that the alleged relief of 1853 cannot, 
therefore, have been worth much, since from 1819 to 1853 the 
Nizam was never once called upon, and could not, — as I shall 
prove,— according to the terms of Article XII of the Treaty of 1800, 
have been called upon, to co-operate with our Government against 
any “power whatever”. 

Ihe Treaty of 1863 itself pretty distinctly acknowledges that 
the views of Sir James Law Lushington, Colonel Sykes, and other 
Directors, of Sir Charles Metcalfe, Colonel Low, Sir Frederick 
Currie and many others,^ as to the Contingent having been an 
oppressive imposition kept up “for purposes of our own”, before 
1853, were correct, by stating that the Nizam’s quota had previously 
been available, under the Treaty of 1800, only time of war^ 
but that “the present Hyderabad Oontingenf' was “to he main- 
tained at all times, whether in peace or warT 

The truth is that, as Colonel Sykes and other Directors pointed 
out, this Force was most unwarrantably and insidiously called “the 
ITizam s Contingent”, while it was really doing the work of the 


1 AdmmisiraHm Report of the Hyderabad Aedgned Districts for 1861-2 

glespatehNo 26,dated 26th June 1862), published in the London 

May 18th, 1867. See Appendix 0. 

* Am, pp. 74, 76, 77. 247. 248. 260. .669 
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Suhsidiary iorce, for our benefit, at tlie Mzam's expense. General 
iM'aser sulistaiitially pointed out the same thing, when he said that 
it was “the peculiar and special duty of the Subsidiary Eorce to 
overawe, and cliastise rebels and disturbers of the peace in the 
doiiiinioii.s of the Nizam”; and that the Contingent were viewed 
as a horee organised in lieu” of the Nizam’s quota, ''it should be 
considered as intended to assist the British Government in its ex- 
ternal wars rather than " to maintain the internal peace of his 
Highin:‘ss'8 dominions”.^ 

Lord llalliousie explicitly, though doubtless unwittingly, ad- 
mitted the unwarrantable character of this Force when he said — 
under the vain idea that he was justifying its maintenance, — that 
it was '‘reserved for the service of His Highness, and for upholding 
his autliority and interests”.- If so, it was relieving the Subsidiary 
Jd)ree, and was not representing the Nizam’s quota for war. 

But the case against the Contingent before 1853, and therefore 
against its compulsory reconstruction in that year under Treaty, 
is even stronger than has been shown so far. Lord Dalhousie, it 
may be remembered, originally adopted and acted on the service- 
able official assuuiption that the Contingent existed under Treaty, 
and was a commutation of the Nizam’s quota of 15,000 troops, 
wliicli we had ''a right to demand at any moment”, and that we 
justly construed the Treaty to mean that we were to be supplied” 
with a ‘■‘‘regular force” of “effective soldiers”.^ 

l/)ril Dalliousie having officially terrorised the Nizam by insisting 
cm this position, confidentially admitted his mature conviction that 
it was imteimble,'^ and, after that, it could hardly be assumed 
tgiiiE in good faith by anyone. But a few words will show that 
the position was even more indefensible than he acknowledged or, 
perhaps, nnderstootl 

Wo' liacl mi “a right”, under 'the Treaty of 1800, “to demand” 
fiton tlioiwincl troops from the Nizam “(^^5 any momenf\ We 
■'had not even the unqualified right to call out the Nizam’s quota 
to our aid “ i» time of, war'\ The Treaty is declared, in' the pre- 
tiiibk and in Articles III, XVI,, and' XVII, to be a Treaty of 
^‘general defence and protection’ V of “general defensive alliance”'; 
and “tor the more 'distinct explanation, of' the true intent .and 
effect of this agreement”,. Article,' 11 '■ declares that, the/ British 
Government will defend the Nizam’s “rights and territories” 'aS' its,"' 
* S40- * 'S52.,. ' Ante, pp* ,S45, 352. * Ante^ p. S60.., 
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own, against '"any act of unprovoked hostility or agt^ressicnf. 
Should any such act of “hostility or aggression’ be coininitted 
“against either of the contracting parties”, they will “proceed lo 
concert and prosecute such measures as the case” may “ demand”. 

Then Article XII declares that “ the co^Umetimj will 

“ cultivate general relations of peace and amity with all the 
powers of India”. But, “ if a war should break out between the 
contracting parties and any other powers whatever”, then the 
Subsidiary Force joined'' by the Nizam’s fifteen thousand troops, 

“ shall be immediately put in motion for the purpose of oi)posing 
the enemy.” The Treaty of 1798, under which the Subsidiary 
Force was first constituted, provided that this Force sliould “ not 
be used on trifling occasions, nor, like Selmndy, be stationed in 
the country, to collect the revenues thereof.”^ These exceptions 
.as to revenue matters and “ trifling occasions” were expressly left 
out in the Treaty of 1800, under Article XVII of which it was 
•agreed that “if in future any subjects or dependents of His 
Highnesses Grovernment, should withhold the payment of the 
Oircar’s just claims upon them, the Subsidiary Force, after the 
reality of the offence shall be duly ascertained, shall reduce all 
such offenders to obedience.”^ 

The Treaty of 1800, in consideration of ample territorial 
cessions to the British Government, was intended, in Lord Welles- 
ley’s words, to give the Nizam “ complete protection and security” 
on aU “occasions”, “trifling” or serious, “a general guaranty” 
against all external aggression, and against “ the refractory spirit 
of his own tributaries and dependents”. In the case of war 
against any Indian power the Nizam was to take his fair share of 
the burden, and to join the Subsidiary Force with his quota. But 
there is no provision for the Nizam’s quota being ever called out, 
except in conjunction with the Subsidiary Force. 

In short, the Treaty of 1800 is, as appeam clearly from its own 
terms and from Lord Wellesley’s comments, a Treaty of defence 
and protection in favour of the Nizam, the British Government 
being permanently subsidised for the purpose by a territorial 
cession. In pursuance of this agreement the Nizam took his full 
share of the military burden in the Mahratta wars of 1803 and 
1818, when the operations were within his own dominions, or in 

^ Aitchison’s Trecatles^ voL v, p. 51. ^ lUd.^^ p. 75. 
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O‘">nti: 4 uous UnTittn'ies.^ l>ut since 1819 there lias been no war 
aLraiiist any Indian ]iower in which it could have been consistent 
with tlu‘ Treaty of 1800, or with military convenience, for the 
Ih'itisli (loveniiueiit to send the Hyderabad Subsidiary Force 
ajiainst the oueiny, and, under such circumstances, to have it 
'■Joined'' ]>y the Nizam’s ([iiota. No one will, I presume, contend 
that the Nizam could have been called upon to furnish 15,000 of 
his own troops to take part in either of the Afghan wars, or in 
tlie lUirmest* or Chinese expeditions, or even in the wars of the 
Pmijuub. If anyone should attempt such an argument, he must 
begin ])y sliowing, first, that it would have been reasonable on 
strategicand tactical grounds, to remove the Hyderabad Subsidiary 
Force to the scene of hostilities ; and, secondly, that it would have 
been justifiable to do so under the terms of the Treaty of 1800. 

But it is, in fact, impossible for anyone to take up that argu- 
ment in good faith, for Lord Dalhousie himself disavowed it. In 
the second stage of his compulsory sequestration of the Berars, 
when, having terrorised the Nizam as “ the dust under foot ” by 
telling him that tlie Contingent was kept up to fulfil the obliga- 
titms of Treaty, that weapon was quietly laid aside, and he con- 
fidentially told his Council that there was no obligation of Treaty 
at all, he added these words : — 

“ For thirty-five years the Nizam’s troops could never have been 
asked for in accordance with the spirit of the Treaty ; for within that 
period the Nizam and the Government of India have never taken the 
field togethei*, yet during all that time the Contingent has been main- 
tained at various strengths. According to the present political aspect 
of India, it is difficult to conceive the possibility of the two Govern- 
ments cvei' taking the field together. Tet no diminution of the Con- 
tingent has been proposed.”‘^ 

In the same second stage of his operations, Lord Dalhousie 
explicitly gave xip and refuted his original contention that we 
might rightly expect and require that the Nizam's quota should 
consist of effectwe soldiers'', and therefore that we were justified 
in mfoot a regular Force, f aid hy Mm and officered by 

Here is Iris own disproof of that pretension ; — 

^ See Appendix B. Nizam'Cs Debt (418 of 1854), p. 100. 

^ p. 352. 
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“ The Treaty never contemplated tliat tlie Nizam should be made to 
raise and pay a large body of troops distinct from his own, to be placed 
at all times, in peace and war alike, under the sole control of the 
Government of India. 

“ If it be said, as I have heard it said, that His Highncvss’s own 
troops were rabble,’- and that to ensure our being aided by good troops 
when war came, we had a right to require the maintenance, under our 
own control and training, of a smaller body during peace, I reply that 
the Article confers no such constructive right. 

“We have no right to set up any arbitrary standard of our owu by 
which the quality of those troops is to ho measured, and to demand 
that a small army should be permanently embodied and. made over to 
us by the Nizam in order that we may ensure its being kept up to our 
peculiar standard. 

It is wonderful to perceive how well Lord Dalliousie under- 
stood, and how thoroughly he exposed, m secret conclave^ the in- 
justice of the burden fastened on the Nizam, but only with the 
intention of fastening it on more firmly. 

It lias thus been made q[uite clear that the claim of our Govern- 
ment to the Nizam's quota was much less important than has been 
asserted, and that the advantage to the Nizam in being I'elieved 
from this obligation, under Article VII of the Treaty of 1853, was 
very slight and inconsiderable. 

On the other hand. Lord Dalliousie, by means of the compul- 
sory Treaty of 1853, exacted— irrespective entirely of the coveted 
object of converting the Contingent from an ambiguous body of 
troops, “existing on sufferance,”^ into a recognised and regularly 
paid Force, available for our use, — two distinct advantages 
for our Government at the Nizam's expense, one of them 
being the illicit release from a service for which the Nizam 
had paid. 

It has already been shown that by reducing, without the Nizam’s 
consent or cognizance, the numerical strength of the Subsidiary 
Force, in contravention of the Treaty of 1800, the Honourable 
Company made a saving in expenditure of about two millions 

^ See this very word used by himself, ante^ p. 352. 

2 Nizamis Debt (418 of 1854), p. 100, 

^ Ante^ p. 90. Lord Dalhousie uses the same words. — Nizam's Debt (418 
of 1864), p. 103. 
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sterling in thirty years.^ In the Treaty of 1853 this economy 
at the Nizam’s expense was carried further, and regularly 
recorded. Under Article II of that Treaty tlie actual Subsidiary 
Force, to be “ stationed within the territories of His Highness”, 
was reduced by three battalions of Infantry and one of Cavalry.^ 
This is tlie first of the two advantages assumed, without excuse or 
equivalent, on that occasion. 

The second is even less defensible. It has just been pointed out 
that in the first Subsidiavy Treaty of 1798 it was stipulated that 
the Force W’as “ not to be used on trifling occasions”, or for the 
collection of revenue, and that in the second Subsidiary Treaty of 
1800 this restriction was removed, and the Force was to be used if 
any subjects or dependents of His Highness’s Government should 
withhold the payment of just claims upon them.”^ 

Lord Dalhousie, in his Minute of 30th of March 1853, ex- 
plaining the proposed new Treaty, says he has ‘'not the least 
desire to repudiate any of the obligations of the Treaty of 
1800, or to resile from the fulfilment of them. I desire to 
do everything that the Treaty has bound us to do.”^ And yet 
in the new Treaty he quietly released the British Government, 
without any equivalent for the Nizam, or any intimation of what 
was being done, from the chief obligation of the Treaty of 1800, 
from the distinctive and special thing that we were “bound to do”, 
and for which the Marquis Wellesley claimed great credit. In 
order to make a show in the new Treaty of 1853 of some proper and 
separat.e functions appertaining to the Contingent, — now for the 
first time recognised, — the old restriction of 1798 is once more 
placed on the use of the Subsidiary Force in Article II of 
the Treaty of 1853 ; while in Article HI the special thing 
that we were “bound to do” by the Treaty of 1800, — the 
coercion of offenders by whom “ the just claims of His Highness 
may be resisted”, — is made to devolve upon the Contingent. The 
change thus effected will be readily understood from the simul- 
taneous view subjoined of the passages in question from the three 
Treaties. 

1 Ante^ pp. 360, 361. s Aitchison’s Treaties^ voL v, p. 103. 

* A nte^ p. 424 ; Aitchison’s Treaties^ vol. v, pp. 51 and 75. 

* Nizam's Debt (418 of 1854), p. 108. 
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Treaty op 1798. Treaty of 1800. 

Article Y of Treaty of 170S, imposing First part of Article XVII of Treaty of 
a restriction on the duties of the Hydera- ISOO, containing the extended duties of 
bad Subsidiary Force. the Subsidiary Ft)rce, with the restriction 

of the Treaty of 179S removed. 


“ The said Subsidiary Force tv ill 
at all times be ready to execute 
services of importance, sucli as the 
protection of the person of His 
Highness, his heirs and successors, 
and overawing and chastising all 
rebels or exciters of disturbance in 
the dominions of this State; hut 
it is not to he employed on tnflimj 
occasions^ not\ lihe Sebuvdy^ to he 
stationed in the country to collect the 
revenues.'^ 


“By the present Treaty of 
general defensive alliance, the ties 
of union by the blessing of God 
are drawn so close that the friends 
of one party will be Jienceforward 
considered as the friends of the 
other, and the enemies of the one 
party as tJie enemies of the other; 
it is therefore hei’eby agreed that 
if in future the iSkorapore or Gud- 
uudi Zemindars, or any other suh- 
jects or dependents of His Hiyliness^s 
Gove}'nment should ivithholdthepay-^ 
ment of the Circa^'^s Just claims upon 
them, or excite rehellion or disturb^ 
ance, the Suhsidiaj'y Force, or such 
proportion thereof as may be re- 
quisite, after the reality of the 
offence shall be duly ascertained, 
shall he ready, in concert with His 
Highnesds own U'oops, to reduce all 
such offenders to ohedienceP 


Treaty of 1858. 

Part of Article 11 of the Treaty of 
1853, containing the duties of the Sub- 
sidiary Force, with the old restriction 
from the Treaty of 1798 restored. 


“ The said Subsidiary Force 
;shall be employed when required 
to execute services of importance, 
such as protecting the person of 
His Highness, his heirs and sue- 
cessoi's, and reducing to obedience 
all rebels and exciters of disturb- 
ance in His Highness’s dominions; 
Fut it is not to he employed on 
trifling occasions, nor, like Sehundy, 
to he stationed in the country to col- 
lect reoenuesF 


Treaty op 1853. 

Article III of the Treaty of 1853, 
whereby the extended duties of the Sub- 
sidiary Force, under Article XVII of the 
Treaty of 1800, are transferred from 
that Force to the Contingent. 


“Whensoever the services of the 
said Contingent may be required, 
they shall be afforded at all times 
to His Highness the Nizam, fully 
and promptly throughout his whole 
dominions ; if rehellion or disturb- 
ance shall he excited, or if the just 
claims and authority of His Highness 
shall he resisted, the said Contingent, 
after the reality of the offence shall 
have been duly ascertained, shall 
he employed to reduce the offenders to 
submission^ 



CONDITIONAL RESTORATION. 42 

No further explanation or comment is required on this peculiar 
'‘ fulfilment'’ in 1853 of the obligations of the Treaty of 1800 
The taint of unjustifiable compulsion, whereby the Treaty of 
1853 is vitiated, was decidedly not purged by the Treaty of 1860. 
(In the contrary, indications of the same arbitrary and coercive 
spirit are to be seen in the negotiation of the latter Treaty, and 
impair the ]mrtial reparation which it effected.’- The Nizam having 
agrt^ed, in antic*i})ation of boons to be conferred, to cede in full 
sovereignly the himls on the left bank of the Godavery required 
by the British Cxoveriunent, but objecting to give up his right to 
luivi^ “true and faithful accounts" of the assigned revenues rendered 
every year, was told that the cession of the lands on the Godavery 
hatl been made “unconditionally"; that the Nizam could not 
“recede from this position" ; and that the other proposals were 
“entirely unconnected with the Godavery cession, to which the 
Nizam had absolutely agreed".- 

to the other proi)Osals, for restoration to the Nizam of the 
districts of lioicliore and Dharaseo, and for the Nizam’s relin- 
(luishment of his right to “true and faithful accounts", they were 
to be “accepted or rejected as a whole". “His Highness", it was 
sail], “can of course reject the proj)Osals”, but the Government of 
India could not “consent to his accepting so much as is perfectly 
agrct.‘able to him and repudiating the rest".^ Thus, while the ces- 
sion of territory desired by the British Government was declared 
to be “uncoiiditionar’, the partial restoration of territory to the 
Nizam was made absolutely conditional on his giving up his right 
to tlie accounts of his Assigned Districts. And when the negotia- 
titm had been pending for about three weeks, in consequence of 
the Nizam objecting to give up the accounts, the Resident requested 
the IMinister to observe that “the British Government would not 
allow the Nizam to retract from the cession of the Godavery 
talooks", and “strongly urged" him “to meet the Governor-Gene- 
raFs requisition, as it will otherwise assuredly lead to an unfriendly 
and angry feeling between the two Governments."^ The Nizam 

^ See Appendix C. 

® Uydemhwl Amjned DutricU (338 of 1867) pp* 21, 25. 

» Ihid, p. 21. 

* Hyderabad Assif/npd Dintricts (338 of 1867), p. 30. 
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and his Minister could not fail to recall the previous use of these 
identical words of menace,^ and were, in short, compelled, against 
their judgment and against their will, to give up the right, under 
Article VIII of the Treaty of 1853, to have “true and faithful 
accounts” rendered. Altliough the Nizam was still to be entitled 
to the surplus revenues of Berar, the surplus was to be only what 
we chose to declare. 

Though the Nizam could not retain the accounts, he kept an 
acknowledged right to the surplus, and this was an advantage 
which nothing but actual coercion would have induced him to 
resign. 

“I was instructed”, says the Resident, “to negotiate, so that annual 
accounts should not be required, and that we should manage the 
administration without any discussion as to expenditure, taking on 
ourselves the responsibility for all loss or gain. To this the 
Minister replied, 'that would be making them over to you, as 
Bellary, etc.,' meaning the 'Ceded Districts', 'and they would be 
no longer the Nizam's territory."'^ It is obvious that if the pos- 
session of the Berars had been obtained without any responsibility 
for the surplus, such possession would have been absolutely uncon- 
ditional, and undistinguishable from annexation. The sovereignty 
of the Nizam would have been practically destroyed. 

The results of the Treaty of 1860 have proved how sound was 
the judgment on this occasion of the Nizam and his advisers, and 
how well founded was their unavailing objection to forego the 
accounts of the assigned revenue. 

We have seen how the “excessive” and “preposterous” charges 
of the Contingent were very promptly cut down by Lord Dal- 
housie when, by using the debt of his own creation as a pretext, 
he had got securely in pawn the Nizam's Berar Provinces. In two 
yearshebrought down the cost of the Contingent from 38to 24 lakhs.® 
But now, under the Treaty of 1860, our Government having insisted 
on being released from the obligation of furnishing '' true and faith- 
ful accounts” of the expenditure of the assigned revenues, the annual 
cost of the Contingent has been run up to more than thirty-five 
lakhs, or very near the “preposterous” and “excessive^^ scale of 

^ Antey p. 414. 

2 p. 14. 

® Ante^ pp. 354, 355. 
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1849, wliich scandalised even Lord Dalliousied And yet if ever 
tliero was a time when the stability of the Nizam's Government 
and the welfare of his people were mainly secured, as was asserted, 
by the Hyderabad Contingent, that time has certainly gone by. 
r>y the coercive and arbitrary transactions of 1853 and 1860, that 
Force, which has not fired a shot since the Mutinies, has been con- 
verted, without disguise, into what it was, under the deceptive form of 
‘Uhe Nizam’s Army”, proclaimed to be by the Marquis of Hastings, 
“an inexpensive addition to our strength”, maintained at the Nizam’s 
cost. 

Although strongly pressed during the negotiation of the Treaty 
of L8G(), the Nizam was firmly resolved against any change in 
tin* peculiar tenure under which the Berar districts, still left 
under our management, were held and administered. The 
(Sovernmeut of India was desirous of placing these districts 
under the Chief Commissioner of Nagpore, but gave way to 
the Nizam’s insurmountable opposition, “on the ground that 
the true and complete reservation of His Highness’s sovereignty 
over the retained districts might, by his acceptance of that 
part of the proposal, became questionable.”'^ The districts of 
llerar, therefore, were left and remain in the Eesident’s charge. 

The desire of the Government of India was, according to very 
good information, to revert to Sir John Malcolm’s old plan of 
forming a Lieutenant-Governorship of Central India, to include 
tlic Berars, Nagpore, the Saugor and Nerbudda territories, and all 
the Native States now under the Governor-General’s Agent at 
Indore. The Foreign Secretary at Calcutta, Mr. (afterwards Sir 
("ceil) Beadon, was, it was understood, to have been the first 
Lieutenant-Governor. Fortunately, in my humble belief and 
opinion, both for the Hyderabad State, and for the honour 
and true interests of the Imperial Government, at an early 
period in the negotiations . a rumour became current in the 
City, *'that the Berar districts were to be incorporated w-ith 
the province of Nagpore”; and the Resident reported that if 
this point had been “pressed, aU that had already been ac- 
complished would have been nullified”.^^ I may add that I 

1 See pant. Additional Appendix, p, xxv, in regard to my efforts to prevent 
this, as recorded by the Resident, Sir Stuart Bayley, K.C.S J. 

s Ilifderabad Assigned Districts (338 of 1867), p. 35. 

» Hyderabad As^gmd Districts (338 of 1867), p. 15. 
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first brought “this mischievous rumour”, as Colonel Davidson 
calls it, to liis notice ; and the Eesident found immediately, 
on renewing the negotiation, that the instructions of Govern- 
ment in this respect could not be carried out. Both the Nizam’s 
and his Minister’s suspicions were roused at the proposal that 
“'the British Government should manage the Berar districts 
by any agency thought most economical and advantageous”. 
The object was too transparent; and the Eesident was assured 
by the Minister that “it would be of no use to address his High- 
ness” on that point. 

There can be no doubt that the insunnountable objection of the 
Hyderabad Durbar to tlris change was based on very good reasons. 
If the districts of Berar had been removed from the Eesident’s 
cliarge, and placed under the Commissioner of Nagpore, and if the 
Nizam had foregone the accoxmts without any reservation as to his 
right to the surplus, it is obvious that the sequestration would have 
been undistinguishable from annexation, — no link of connection 
with Hyderabad would have remained — and the sovereignty of the 
Nizam in that region would have been practically at an end. If 
such a complex fabric as a new Presidency, with all its vested 
interests and special departments, had been created, the aversion 
to break it up, or to curtail its fair proportions, would have consti- 
tuted a permanent and irremovable obstacle to the restoration of 
the Berar provinces to their own sovereign. 

Let us now make a brief survey and estimate, by recapitulating 
the conclusions already di'awn, of the relative situation, equitably 
and morally, of our Government and that of the Hyderabad State, 
with reference to the Berar Provinces, retained in British manage- 
ment under the Treaty of 1860, and originally transferred under 
the Treaty of 1853. No cause or ground whatever existed for the 
transfer then made, except the alleged debt of about fifty lakhs 
claimed for the pay of the Contingent. This pecuniary claim had 
no solid foundation. In common with several other members of 
the Court of Directors, Colonel Sykes, M.P., expressed a strong 
doubt whether “a legal, equitable or moral responsability could be 
fixed upon the Nizam for the repayment of the total advances 
made by the British Government”.^ Sir Charles Metcalfe, as 


^ The Nizam (234 of 1859), p. 11. 



THE ITIZAM’S BALANCE. 


433 


Resident, and many eminent Indian Councillors and Directors, 
acknowledged that the C’outingeiit Force, for which the alleged 
debt was incurred, was imposed on the Nizam througli a Minister 
set up by the liritish Governineut, and so sustained entirely for 
Rritisli objects and interests; that the Force also afforded us 
extensive patronage, and only performed the contract work of the 
Subsidiary Force— already paid for in advance by the Nizam— at 
the Nizam’s expense. Even (Ui a fair settlement of the accounts of 
those two Forces, a large luilance ought to ha\'e been struck in 
ISdo in favour of the Nizaui.^ 

Then there was the ample set-off against the alleged debt, 
arising out of the unanswerable claim of the Hyderabad State, ulti- 
mately confessed by Lord Canning, to the Excise revenues of 
Secunderabad and Jaulnah, wrongfully appropriated for forty 
years to the .general purposes of the Madras Government. This 
claim was not only pressed on our attention by tw'o of the Nizam’s 
Slinisters in succession, in 1850 and 1851,2 but also in 1852 by 
His Highness himself personally, in direct response to a demand 
for payment of the alleged debt to the Honourable Company, On 
the 2nd of April 1852, in reply to a note from the Resident of the 
18th March, pressing upon His Highness the necessity of finding 
funds for paying the arrears and current pay of the Contingent, 
the Nizam wrote in his own name to General Fraser, and made 
the following observations : — 

“ I am perfectly certain that your representation to the Government 
of India regarding the pay of the Contingent will be made in such a 
manner as not to excite displeasure. Bearing in mind the friendship 
of both Governments, it is hoped that every assistance will be afforded 
by the Government of India to this Oircar. There is no loss to the 
Honourable Company in making advances, when urgently required by 
way of loan, for the Contingent. Regarding the Abkarree revenue of 
Secunderabad, which is the right of my Government, I beg you will 
have the amount paid to the Circar in the same manuer as the revenue 
of Customs. The carrying into effect of this affair rests with you.” 

It is abundantly clear from the papers that have been published, 
without going into less accessible evidence, that the Nizam Nasir- 
ood-Dowla in 1863, and his son the Nizam Afzul-ood-Dowla, signed 

1 Anfe^ p. 361. 2 pp. 361-365. 

E E 
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and sealed the two Treaties of those years under the mingled 
influence of compulsion and of a persuasion that the assignment of 
their Berar Provinces was temporary and terminable. At both 
periods compulsion and persuasion were most inconsistently com- 
bined. 

In his Minute of the 2nd of April 1853, Sir Frederick Currie 
said we had “ no authority under treaty” for having “ organised 
this costly army in the Nizam’s name, and imposed this incubus 
upon the revenues of his State.”^ Lord Dalhousie admitted in his 
Minutes of 1852 and 1853 that the imposition of this burden on 
the Nizam was not justified by any Treaty ; but, nevertheless, at 
the severest crisis of the Nizam’s financial embarrassment in 1851, 
caused by this unwarrantable imposition, he had written directly 
to the Nizam, instructing him in threatening terms that the effi- 
cient maintenance of the Contingent was a duty imposed on him 
by Treaty. It was only in consequence of this inaccurate declara- 
tion that the Nizam submitted to the maintenance of the Force, 
while nothing less than a threat of the immediate military occupa- 
tion of his capital, implying his dethronement, sufficed to enforce 
the territorial assignment ; and even with all these misrepresenta- 
tions and menaces, the assignment was eventually extorted from 
the Nizam — not in the complete form of a cession or permanent 
assignment, originally projected by Lord Dalhousie, but only by 
way of temporary security, or, in the words of Colonel Low, our 
duly accredited representative, — " merely for a time, to maintain 
the Contingent as long as he” (the Nizam) might require it.” 

In the transactions of 1860, characterised, as has been shown, by 
a decided spirit of arbitrary compulsion, the same persuasive de- 
clarations were made, which, if they covered — as appears but too 
certain with regard to the words of 1853 — a reserved intention of 
permanent sequestration,^ must be classed among tliose declara- 
tions of small ingenuity and questionable validity, whicli “ keep 
the word of promise to the ear, to break it to the hope”. The 
Government of India, during the negotiation of the new Treaty, 
emphatically declared, in a letter dated the 5th of September 1860, 
that it would "'hold this territory, as it has hitherto held the 
whole of the Assigned Districts, not in sovereignty, but in trust 


1 Nizam's Debt (418 of 1854), p. 141, 


2 p. 417, 
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for His Highness, so long as the Contingent is kept up and no 
longer,” and that ‘‘ the alienation of this portion of the dominions 
of TIis Highness is temporary only, and for a special purpose’ 
(the pay of the Contingent)^ “ conducive chiefly to the security of 
the Hyderabad State, and to the preservation of tranquillity 
throughout its limits,”^ — for which objects, it must not be for- 
gotten, the Subsidiary Force at Secunderabad had been provided 
and amply sul)sidised under the Treaty of 1800. In another pas- 
sagt‘. of the same despatch it was observed, that “ whenever the dis- 
h'idti in qiicdioti are restored to the Nizam Highness will derive 
all the future benefit that may possibly arise from their improve- 
ment while under the management of British officers.” And the 
Ni/.am w'as assured, in the same despatch, that the Berar Districts 
** Would still form an integral part of His Highness’s dominions, 
and w’ould be restored to him entire, whenever it should seem fit 
to the tw’o fJovernments to terminate the engagement under which 
the Contingent w^as kept up,”^ 

Iteassuring and hopeful as these declarations must have appeared 
at the time to the Nizam’s councillors, it cannot have escaped their 
notice that the last one quoted was less favourable to their wishes 
than the formal announcement of Colonel Low in 1853. Fearing 
the wliole negotiation might fail”, he told the Nizam, on the part 
of our Coveniment, that 'Hhe districts might be made over merely 
for a time, to maintain the Contingent as long as he” (the Nizam) 
might require it.” In 1860, the restoration of the districts and 
tlu^ maintenance of the Contingent were said to depend on an 
agreement of the tiro which obviously meant on the 

will of the Htrt)nger of the two ; and as that had been the state of 
affiurs throughout the existence of the Contingent, there would 
probably have been little to he gained by arguing that point in 
18(50. At l)Qth periods, as Colonel Davidson, the Eesident, said, 
the Nizam and his Minister felt that they were being forced into 
the acceptation of arrangements that they did not desire , under 
«a system of coercion which had for many years caused them 
great pecuniary embarrassment”. Colonel Davidson had wit- 
nessed, he continued, “ the objurgations and threats” that made 
the Nizam acquiesce, in 1853, to proposals similar to those now 

1 Byd&rahad As^gmd Districts (S38 of 1867), p. 20. ^ p. 21. 
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submitted to liis successor for acceptance”, and he was quite sure 
that "the son had inherited all his father’s aversion” to them.^ 

Basing their appeal on the distinct understanding with Colonel 
Low, that the districts were only made over "temporarily” — 
" merely for a time”, “ as long as the Mzam might require” the 
Contingent — the two successive Nizams, and the co-Eegents and 
Ministers, during the minority of the reigning Prince, have made 
numerous applications for the restitution of the Berars, offering 
other securities of undoubted sufficiency, for the performance of 
any engagements, and the payment of any charges that might, 
after fair consideration, be imposed on the Hyderabad State. 

It has, indeed, pleased some persons and some parties con- 
nected with local interests, both in Bcrar and at the capital of 
Hyderabad, to cry down the reforms of the late Sir Salar Jung at 
every possible opportunity within the last two or three years, 
partly througli the ordinary channels of public business, partly 
through the press — as in the recent case of Mr. Gorst, M.P., re- 
ferred to in the Preface. It may be as well, therefore, to give a 
little evidence, chiefly drawn from the Eesideut’s Eeports, a source 
not always biassed in favour of the Native Government, that 
there really has been, as I maintain, a steady and progressive 
improvement in the administration of the Nizam’s dominions for 
the last thirty years, commencing, in fact, from the disappearance 
from public life of the Maharajah Chundoo Ball. I have already 
said that although most of the Nawab Sooraj-ool-Moolk’s plans, 
made out with the counsel and concurrence of General Fraser, 
were obstructed, and rendered imperfect or abortive, for want of 
timely and firm support as recommended ; it may fairly be said 
that the measures of reform carried out by Sir Salar Jung, in 
quieter times, and with a larger and more cordial support from our 
authorities, were constructed on the lines laid down by his uncle 
and my father, and placed by them on record.^ In Sooraj-ool 
Moolk’s time great progress was made in breaking down the power 
of the Arabs, in dispersing and punishing bands of plunderers, and 
in establishing good order on the roads and in the most remote 
districts. A small commencement was also made under the 
ministry of Sooraj-ool-Moolk in that work of withdrawing districts 

^ Hyderabad Assigned Districts (338 of 1867), p. 26. 

* AnUf pp. 238, 280. 
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friuii the hands of Aral) jemadars and other military chieftains, to 
whom 11 ley were assigned for the pay of troox)s, which was the 
foundation of Sir Salar Jung’s financial and administrative suc- 
cess. 

In 1845, also, Sooi'aj-ool-Moolk, not without meeting with much 
o]>posit.ion, effected very important and beneficial changes for the 
better in the judicial administration. He gave the judges of the 
Dewannee Court increased powers, and abolished the practice of 
mutilating malefactors, which, in conformity with the letter of 
Mussulman criminal law, had hitherto prevailed, snhstituting im- 
prisonment for various terms. 

Ihit undouhtedly there was one unforeseen benefit to the Hyder- 
abad State and people from the sequestration of the Berar ‘Pro- 
vinces in IS5:>, ill the great stimulus that was thereby given to 
reform and to economy. The severe mortification arising from 
that territorial distraint had a salutary effect on the Nizam himself, 
and even on the unrecognised and irregular counsellors that had so 
long misled his judgment, and restrained to a considerable extent 
those jealous intrigues that had constantly hampered Salar Jung’s 
imiuediate predecessor. At first, more especially, he was allowed 
to have his own way, and being possessed, beyond all question, of 
greater capacity and a liigher standard of duty than any pre\dous 
Do wan, and receiving more decidedly and signally the countenance 
and support of our (Tovernment than any Dewan since Chundoo 
Lull, he worked wonders in a very brief period. A fair notion of 
the general ])riuciples by which Sir Salar Jung was guided in his 
long-continued career of administrative reform, and of his anxiety 
to ileserve the confidence of the British Government, may be 
gathere<l from a letter written by him to Sir George Yule, soon 
after that distinguished gentleman had entered on Ihs duties as. 
Resident at Hyderabad. The statement” Sir Salar J ung mentions 
is a detailed explanation of the progress made up to that time 
with much statistical and financial information in tabular form. 

“Hyderabad, 16th July 1863. 

** My deah Mr. Tulb, — I have the pleasure to send herewith for your 
perusal a statement which I have had drawn up. My real object in it 
is to lay before you the past and present condition, as well as the future 
prospects of this Government. 
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“ The prospective measures, however, are but slighilj touched upon, 
and I shall be glad to be favoured with your opinion on the propriety 
of those measures. When the time arrives for giving efibet fo them, 
they shall be submitted again in all their details for your opinion and 
approval. Some of the measures referred to will require a long time 
before they can be adopted. I trust it will be understood that I depre- 
cate any comparison between this and more regular and w<dl-c\stablislied 
forms of Government. All that I an\ at- present cbiefly anxious to 
show you is the present state of the Qovernnient, as contrasted ith 
its condition under former aclniinistrations, and to lot you see that the 
evils and difficulties I had to contend against were greater Ilian might 
be generally supposed. 

“ I am very anxious to be guided by your advice. Tt a])pears to me 
that there are two points essential to be observed in the construction of 
any new measures for this Government. The first thing is, that 
nothing should he done in violation of the precepts of Llohamniedan 
law'; and the second, that no innovation on the rules and customs of 
the people should be unnecessarily or suddenly made; as many such 
changes, though not apparently difficult of introduction, would cause 
excitement and dissatisfaction among all classes of tlie community. 
Such changes as are necessary should be gradually introduced. 

“ I would solicit as a favour that you will not hesitate to point out 
any errors and faults, if you think I have gone wrong ; and if doubts 
occur in regard to any measures or proceedings of mine, that you wdll 
call upon me for explanation, without which it is very likely an idea 
different from that intended may be formed, and then kindly make me 
acquainted with the opinion at which you arrive. It is certain that neither 
I, nor any Minister of this Government, can undertake any large 
measure with success without the approval of the Resident and the 
British Government. It is a wise principle, even among private indi- 
viduals, to consult friends when an undertaking of any importance 
is in view, but the necessity is greater in the case of those charged 
with the administration of a country. The Dewan of this State cannot 
do better than consult the Resident, whoso knowledge and experience 
exceed anything to bo met with among the natives of this country. 

We can look for counsel and support only to the British Govern- 
ment, and no measure is likely to succeed if that counsel and support 
are withheld. We also naturally look for the approbation of some one 
whom we respect and value ; and there is no one outside our country 
to whom we can look up except the British Government. 

“ With reference to His Highness’s views, which you know is a very 
delicate subject with me, I can at least say with confidence that he 
really has the improvement of his country at heart, is desirons of 
a good reputation at home and abroad, and wishes to see justice dis- 
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penscd to all, and that he may not go wrong in any decisions he 
personally has to take. 

“ With regard to the condition and character of the people of this 
country generally, so far as my own experience goes, and as the 
Residency records will show, they are not badly off or discontented, 
and they are quiet and harmless, though some classes are undoubtedly 
given to idle boasting. All that they require is that they shall be left 
in the enjoyment of their old-established customs and usages, any dis- 
ruption of which is sure to be felt by them as hurtful. Any compulsory 
change opposed to their feelings makes them regard His Higlmess with 
something like contempt ; and when His Highness is lowered in the 
eyes of his people, he is powerless to ejGfect any good. And when His 
Higlmess is powerless, disorder may at any time begin to prevail in 
the country, and His Highness will be blamed for the results. 

“ In conclusion, I trust I shall be pardoned if I say a few words in 
regard to myself. I beg you to believe that I do not retain my present 
oflice from any consideration of personal dignity or pro&t. My only 
object and desire is to be of service to my Grovernment, and with this 
view, and in accordance with the British Government, to introduce 
such measures and plans as shall eventually and substantially benefit 
the State, and obtain for me a good reputation. If unable to do so, I 
would not wish to remain in office a moment longer. 

“ Believe me, very sincerely yours, 

“ Salab Jung.^' 

With no Resident did Sir Salar Jung work with more cordial 
luiruiouY than with Sir George Yule, and from none did he receive 
mure wise counsel, more constant support, or more ample acknow- 
leclgmenls of his administrative success. 

Ikissing over the testimony of the Residents in the earlier stage 
of Sir Kahir tFung’s administration, our first appeal shall be made 
to Sir Richard Temple, who, when Resident at Hyderabad in 1867, 
wrote as follows, in a despatch dated 16th August 1867 : — 

In the Deccan, of late years, the constitution, system, and prin- 
ciples of the Nizam’s civil government are really excellent : this much is 
certain. That the result must he more or less beneficial to the country 
is hardly to be doubted. Whether full effect is given to the intentions 
of His Highness’s Government, throughout the Deccan, I cannot yet 
say ; but independent testimony is constantly reaching me to the effect 
of great improvement being perceptible*”^ 

^ JPor^ers^ British and Native Admwxstraiion (108 of 1869), p. 69. 
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In the annual JRclnni of floral (finl 21{(ti'rii(l Proi/rcsis for 18(37-8 
comj)iled at the India Oilice, it is said : 

“The vigorous efforts made towards reform have now placed the 
financial credit of the Nizam’s Government on a satisfactory footing; 
it enjoys tlie confidence of the moneyed class, and it can now raise money 
at very moderate rates of interest, instead of the usurious charges of 
former days,”^ 

With regard to the assessment of laud revenue, it is said that 
“pains have been taken more and more to render the annual 
settlements equitable and moderate” ; and that “all classes, high 
and low, connected with land or with trath', continue to flourish”.^ 
The judicial institutions have undergone the process of being 
entirely remodelled ; and in the annual llaiwro. of Moral and 
Material Progress for 1869, the following reference is made to the 
new class of Magistrates and Judges, who are gradually replacing 
throughout the country the hereditary and separate jurisdictions, 
which are still maintained in some groat nobles' estates. 

“All these officers are well educated, though all have not done well ; 
several had oidginally received a training in one or other of tho British 
Provinces. Many discharged their duties with more or less of efficiency ; 
and some have by their firmness and uprightness brought credit to 
their department.”^ 

In his report as Ecsident for J 869-70, Mr. 0. B. Saunders thus 
warmly testified to the great improvement that had taken place in 
the administration of the Nizam's Dominions in the previous 
twenty years : — 

“ It is hardly too much to say that the Hyderabad with which I first 
became acquainted in 1860, was to the Hyderabad which was described, 
for example, in the despatches of my predecessor of 1820, Sir Charles 
(afterwards Lord) Metcalfe, as the England of the present day is to 
the England of the Stuarts, — a result essentially due, as Government 
is aware, to the beneficent administration and sound policy of the 
present Minister, Sir Salar Jung, and to the support afforded to him 
by my predeqessors in office. Not only was the public treasury full, 
but the annual income of the State exceeded the annual expenditure by 
about eight lakhs of rupees, while the credit of the Government stood 

^ Moral and Matmial Progress of India^ 1867-8, p. 113. 

* md., p. 114. 3 1869, p. 117. 



OF THE RESIDENTS. 


441 


proporti'onatoly high. Owing chiefly to the abolition of the baneful 
s\ stoTu uf former times, by •which the collection of the revenue w^as 
tai-med out, to contractors, disturbances in the interior of the country 
hnd become rare. The Hyderabad Contingent had not fired a shot, ex- 
cept on its own parade-grounds, since the suppression of the mutinies. 

‘‘In no r(‘S])ect does the recent administration of His Highness’s 
(‘iuintry contrast more favourably with the state of things prevailing 
twenty years ago than in I’cgard to revenue matters. 

[iolice lias boon put on a satisfactory footing; and life and 
pro])eriy are only slighfly more insecure in His Highness’s territory 
than in many pjirfs of the country subject to our administration.” 

At present there is no reason to suppose that life and property 
arc in the least more, insecure in the Nizam’s dominions than in 
an}' other part of the Indian Empire. In every respect, and in 
every tpiarter, im])rovement has been visibly progressive. • In 
tlamiary 1S80, after an inspection of the public offices at Aurun- 
gabad, the hesideut, Sir Eichard Meade, wrote a letter to the 
Niiwab Sir Salar dung, in which, as will be seen from the following 
extracts, he liighly commended the district administration. 

** Now tliat I understand”, he said, we have finished all that youi'- 
Excellency wished me to see in connection with the affairs here, I 
think I may assure you in this way of the very great gratification that 
has been afforded me by this oppoi'tunity of observing their condition 
and working. 

“The work and I'ccords of the Survey Department appeared to me 
tt> be admirable, and to leave nothing to be desired ; and the care that 
hm bc<m bestowed on everything connected with this Department was 
very striking. 

**Tho Settlement operations are, of course, quite distinct from the 
Survey work, but I gathered that they are being conducted with 
0C|nal care.” 

In the beginning of 1882, the Resident, Sir Stuart Bayley, went 
cait 3 fully and closely into an elaborate plan for certain reforms in 
the oiganisation of almost every department of State, comnuini- 
cated by the Minister for his information, and for the benefit of 
hk advice, and the Resident gave to all the details of this plan his 
cordial approbation. 

Authentic statistics, among which may be mentioned those 
collected by the Imperial Famine Commission, which visited the 
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Nizam’s capital in 1S78, sliow a remarkable improvement in the 
condition of the agricultural population in the Hyderabad State 
since the accession to power of tlie late Sir Salar J ung. At the 
present day the condition of the cultivators of the soil in the 
Nizam’s territories will compare very favourably with almost 
any provinces under British rulo.^ They are not heavily taxed, 
the assessments being very generally much in the ryot’s favour. 
They have never been compelled to contribute to an income-tax, a 
liceiice-taxj or any other of those new imposts and cesses with 
which inventive ingenuity has harassed the people and stimu- 
lated disaffection. No land is ever sold for arrears of revenue, 
or in satisfaction of a court decree; and thus no land in the 
Nizam’s Dominions has passed into the hands of money-lenders 
and soucars, as has occurred to such a disastrous and alarming 
extent in other parts of British India, and with a view to check 
which unpopular and impolitic disturbance of social relations, 
Mr. Hope’s Deccan Eyots’ Bill was brought forward. 

If the Berar Districts have prospered, as they undoubtedly have, 
under British management, the other provinces of the Hyderabad 
State which have remained under the direct rule of the Nizam, 
have prospered in at least an equal degree. If tested by the spon- 
taneous growth of land revenue, due simply to inci'eased cultiva- 
tion, by orderly conduct and absence of crime among the inhabi- 
tants, and by the general evidence of their well-being and con- 
tentment, the Provinces ruled by the Hyderabad ministry have 
made quite as marked an advance as those under the Berar 
Commission. This advance is, to say the least, quite as remarkable 
in the Eaichore and Dharaseo districts, restored to the Nizam’s 
direct rule by the Treaty of 1860, as in any of the districts 
retained under the control of the British Eesident. 


^ See, also, pp. 79, 87. 
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CHAPTEE XII. 

Departure from ITyilcrabad — Return to England — Ko Redress from Court 
of Diroi'iors — Ijtdtor to Major Moore — Letter from Mr. John Sullivan 
— Rot urn 10 India — Letters from the Rajah of Travancore and from 
Sir ^lark Cubhon — Home again — Death of Mrs. Fraser — Letter from 
tin* Rajah of Mysore — Petition against the annexation of Mysore — 
lA’tters to !Major Evans Bell — Blindness — Consulted as to a reward for 
Sidar Jung — Death — Concluding Remarks on General Fraser’s character 
tind counsels. 

Avtku lii'ty-Uvo years’ constant performance of duty in offices of 
lngiu‘st importance and responsibility, interrupted by only four 
imaillis absouce on leave, General Fraser embarked at Madras in 
lAil.niary on botird one of the P. and 0. steamers, on his way 
tt» yuuthampiou by tlie overland route, without one word of com- 
pliment or thanks or valedictory recognition of his long and faithful 
service by the Government of India, either published in the 
Gazvite or addressed to himself personally. 

It is very remarkable that his old friend, General Sir Mark 
Gubbfm, was afterwards treated in exactly the same fashion, and 
on very similar provocation. In 1861, Sir Mark Ciibbon, after 
sixty years' continued service in India, and alter having success- 
fully conducted Ibr twenty-five years the administration of Mysore, 
was allowed to go home by the Government of Lord Canning 
witluait any acknowledgment wdiatever of his distinguished and 
honourable career. Parties in England and India were bent on the 
annexation of Mysore, and General Oubbon was opposed to it. 
He had made no secret of his aversion to that iniepuitous and 
impolitic project. His high reputation and great experience would 
Imve made Ins opposition formidable at home, and his influence 
was, therefore, to be diminished, if possible, by letting him leave 
India without notice, apparently under a cloud. In his case the 
ungracious disregard was, in every sense, of no effect or conse- 
quLce, for Sir Mark Oubbon died at Suez in April 1861, on his 
way to England. His reputation has assuredly not suffered. 
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HONOURABLE DISAPPOINTMENT. 


Tlie displeasure of Lord Dalliousie sat very liglitly on my father, 
who was not only conscious of the recbilude, and conAiuced of tlie 
judicial accuracy, with which he had disposed of every detail in 
the Auruiigahad and Ilolarum controversy, which formed the 
immediate and most evident cause of his resignation, but was under 
a very confident impression, when he left India, that, as soon as 
the papers reached home, tlieir “ honourable masters*’, the Court of 
Directors, would judge between tlie Governor-General and himself, 
and that he would obtain com])lete exoneration from blame, and 
relief from that injurious imputation of "‘party spirit”, which had 
stung him to the quick. 

Although he retired from India wdthoiit any official acknow- 
ledgment of his public services, my father did not leave Hyder- 
abad without many cordial and touching proofs of the high esti- 
mation in which he was held by all classes of the community, 
English and Indian — by the officers and men of the Subsidiary 
Force and of the Contingent, and by the dignitaries and function- 
aries of the Hyderabad State, from the Hawabs Shums-ool-Ooinra 
and Sooraj-ool-Moolk down to others of quite a humble position. 
The Minister assured my father that when the Hizam was informed 
that General Fraser was going to leave Hyderabad, His Highness 
“ cried like a child”. 

Eeturning to England after an absence of more than half a 
century, iny father’s first imj)ressions and earliest experiences of 
the world of home-life, from which he had so long been exiled, 
were not agreeable to his feelings, physically or morally. The 
climate struck him as less genial and more gloomy than what he 
recollected it to be. He was unquestionably disappointed with 
the reception officially given to the cases connected with his 
retirement. General Fraser had quite failed to appreciate the full 
force of Lord Dalhousie’s pre-eminent influence in the Court 
of Directors, in the Board of Control, in both Houses of Parlia- 
ment, and in both our great political parties, when he expected 
that he would obtain justice and redress from the Home Govern- 
ment, The Governor-General was then supposed to be carrying 
on, with brilliant success and popular enthusiasm, his grand policy 
of the internal consolidation of British India, its territorial aggran- 
disement, and the acquisition of revenue and treasure, by the 
annexation of protected States and the extinction of friendly 
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..lyua>tios. Those who, at lioiiie and in India, like my father, like 
I he IlnuMo. MouulsUiavt Kl[>h in stone, Sir Henry Lawrence, General 
Sir John Low, (kaieral John Rrii^gs, the present Earl of Albemarle, 
Sir Lrskiue Perry, ^fr. Jt)hu Dickinson, and others in and out of 
Parliaiiieut, saw and predicted tluit tlie annexation policy was 
weakeiiiiiia; ]>oth the military and moral vStrengtli of the Empire, 
wtnv iVw and iar ]»etw(‘eii, and were generally set down UvS old- 
fa diioiunl and Orientalised sentimentalists. The Marquis of Dal- 
ii<‘iisie had sueh Well-rounded confidence in mdimited support 
From the Ministry and a large majority in the Court of Directors, 
that in isr«4 he. aimoxed the allied State of Hagpore, and confiscated 
the real and pers(mjd ]>roperty of the reigning family, without even • 
a nd'ertmei^ t<» tlie home authorities. He had impressed '"the 
t'ourr' and ‘*the Hoard”, even before the full collection of papers 
had luvu irausinitt(Ml for their information, with a belief that the 
s*‘ttleuiont of the hmg-vexcd question of the Contingent and of 
llm constant ]n*cnniary pressure on the Hizain, was equally hene- 
iicial to His Highness and to ourselves, and that our possession of 
tlie Pxnnr provinc«es was a point gained for us of great commercial 
as wt Jl as political value. Lord Dalhousie’s exultation over this 
mutter, and his <q>huon of the effect it ought to produce to his credit, 
Were so great, that in his Farewell Minute reviewing his own 
administration, he put dowui the gross revenues of the Assigned 
Proviiuios, charged with the cost of the Contingent (although the 
sovereignty and the surplus alike belonged to the Nizam), as a 
clear addition to the revenues of British India. By the several 
territorial acquisitions just enumerated”, he says, "" a revenue of not 
less than (£4,000,000) four millions sterling has been added to the 
aunnal inemue of the Indian Empire 


Punjaxib 

^1,500,000 

Pegu (1856) . 

270,000 

Nagporo (less tribute) . 

410,000 

Oude . 

1,450,000 

Sattara . 

150,000 

Jhansie. 

50,000 

Hyderabad 

500,000 


£4,330,0001 


i Mimtfi hu ihs Moirquis ofDalhoum (245 of 1856), paragraph 19, page 7 . 
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NO EEDKESS 


This was not a time when even the least doubt as to the 
Govenor-Geiierars infallibility, or any check on his onward pro- 
gress, would have been considered admissible or endurable by the 
authorities in Leadenhall Street and Cannon Eow to whom 
he was nominally subordinate. The differences between the late 
Eesideiit at Hyderabad and the triumphant Governor-General were 
simply passed over, almost without notice, entirely without criti- 
cism, as little more than matters of routine, of small public import- 
ance or consequence. When it became evident that no redress or 
special acknowledgment of his good services was to be expected, 
under the actual circumstances of the day, from the Home Govern- 
ment, there can be no doubt that my father and his personal 
friends — those who knew and understood how his long labours at 
Hyderabad had been misinterpreted and perverted — were hurt and 
indignant. The following letter to liis old friend, Major Moore, 
will give a fair notion of what his feelings were at this period. 

** Portledge House, 19fch March 1854. 

Mt dear Moore, — I had the pleasure of receiving your letter of 
the 16th on Friday last, but the Post Office arrangements in this part 
of the country, and the -fact of there being no delivery of letters in 
London on Sunday, rendered it useless for me to reply to you until 
this day. 

You suggest to me to write something regarding the proceedings of 
the Court of Directors. But it is so much opposed to the bent of my 
disposition to write anything anonymously, that I have never yet done 
so in the course of my life. I do not wish you to infer that I consider 
there would be anything immoral or unworthy in doing so, but only 
that it would be repugnant to my feelings, and inconsistent with a self- 
imposed rule which has always withheld me from acting in public life 
in any way except openly, in my own name, and with all that responsi- 
bility which such conduct necessarily involves. I have certainly but 
little reason to entertain any sentiments of respect or gratitude towards 
the Court of Directors, for they have been but little grateful to me for 
the unintermitting labours of a life spent in their service, and have 
shown but little sense of what was due to the character of one who has 
long held the highest offices in India, when they permitted, and sanc- 
tioned by their silence, that false and injurious imputation of the 
Government of India regarding certain official acts of mine, which, if 
true, would have dishonoured and degraded me, but which, not being 
true, can only degrade and dishonour the Government itself. Those 
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who could have attributed to me a private and partial motive, or have 
supposed that I was ever biassed by a concealed or selfish feeling in any 
one act of my public life, have either betrayed an entire ignorance of 
the whole antecedents of my official career in India, or have formed an 
erroneous judgment of my principles from some utter misrepresen- 
tation, 

T wish you to understand that if I have refrained from commenting 
on the proceedings of the Court of Directors, and the many errors 
with which they are chargeahlo — which would be an easy task, without 
the aid of much talent or labour — I have been withheld by no motive of 
either love or fear, but simply from the reason already stated, and 
because I now wish to cease from all connection with the Court of 
either a friendly or hostile nature. I shall always, as a matter of course, 
ho prepared to discharge any duty which it is competent to them to 
impose upon me, and which comes within the obligations of my commis- 
sion ; but the day is now past when any duty would he performed with 
that zeal which always animated me up to the period when the local 
Government of India falsely accused me, and when the Honourable 
Court of Directors abandoned me, and failed to vindicate the insult I 
had received, 

“ Your recent exclusion from the Direction will never discredit you 
in the estimation of those by whom your character, your abilities, and 
your aptitude for business are known, since it will be obvious to them 
that sucli an event could have been the result only of a preconcerted 
party scheme. That the result has proved so much opposed to your habits 
of active occupation, and at the same time so prejudicial to the interests 
of India, no one can regret more sincerely than I do. But I do not 
think yoix will long stand alone in your present position, for the debates 
in Parliament plainly enough show that the recently granted renewal 
of the Charter is bub a temporary expedient, preparatory to a transfer 
of the Indian administration to Her Majesty’s Government. 

I hope to be able to leave England in the beginning of May, as 
thrf*o or four parties have already indicated a wish, though nothing yet 
has been decided, to take the remainder of my lease of Portledge 
House. 

My only object in moving is to exchange a climate which I much 
dislike for one to which I am very partial, and to which I have been so 
long habituated. 

Believe me, my dear Moore, ever yours sincerely, 

“J. S, Eraser.” 


Major Moore had ineffectually dissuaded my father from his 
intended return to India; and a remonstrance reached him also 
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OLD JOHN yULLIVAX. 


from anotlier old friend, ]\rr. Jolin Sullivan, who, entered 

the Madras Civil Service in ISOI, rose Uivou^l;!] tia* vaiious ‘j,Ta<la- 
tiuiis to be a ]\[ciubcr of Coiuieil, and nhired in Al home 

he became an active meml)er of tlie (dtunl of rroprieba’s, ami |uih- 
lished many books and pamphlets, always ailvoealiug a liberal and 
equitable policy alike towards llie allit'd rrinees ami tin* Ilrilish 
subjects of Indiad Jn I84l^ he made a iJowerful a[>jH*id before the 
Court of Troprietors in favour of eni])li)yin;^- the Nativ(‘s more ex- 
tensively in the government of their own ('oiintry. 

“ Upton, Slough, *May 28rd, ISods 
‘‘My dear Frasee, — I have long been anxious to write to yon, but 
it was only yesterday that I got your direction from W. I 

heard with great regret that you had dotcrinined to return to India. 
Surely this is a hasty resolve. You have not even set your foot on the 
Continent, and it would really be almost sinful if you were to retire 
to your nook at Cuddalore, without having at least taken a glance at 
all that is to ‘‘be seen on the other side of the Channel. You really 
have not even made a fair trial of English life, and life on the 
Continent is likely to be found by you mucli pleasanter^ because more 
in unison with our Indian habits, than the ways Inu^o are. I laid intended 
to have written you a long sermon on the subject, but am interrupted. 
Is there any chance of your coming up to town F 

“ I send you three copies of a letter I sent to Lord Aberdeen some 
mouths ago, and which I have now printed.^ It gives the story of 
the last, or rather the latest, of our aggressions, for Lord Dalhousie's 
earth-hnnger is insatiable. He will not leave Prince or Chief in India, 
if he has his way. Under his rule great progi*oss has been made in 
bringing on a state of things in which, when realised, the Govcnior- 
Oeneral will represent the Monarchy ; the European officers, the aris- 
tocracy ; and the Natives, reduced to a dead level, the democracy. 

“ The papers relating to the negotiations with the Nizam for the 
cession of territory in lieu of debt, are printing, and will soon be before 
Parliament,® I was glad to r^d the following passage in Tucker’s 
Memorials : — 

1 Letter to Sir John Cam Eohhmse on tU Native States of Lidia, 1850 ; 
The Kohr-i-Nocyr, to whom does it heloiigf 1850; Are we bound hy our Treaties f 
A PUafoi^ the Princes of India, 1853 ; Letter to the Earl of Aberdeen on the 
Confiscation of Berar, 1854, etc., etc. 

2 Are we bound hy our Treaties f A Letter to the. RL Hon. the. Earl of 
Aberdeen on the Confiscation of Naypore (W. H. Allen & Co.), 1854. 

3 The Blue Book so often quoted in this volume, Nham^s JOebL(4lB 
of 1854). 
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^ It may be clearly shown that the -finaiicial difficulties of the 
Nizam's Government have boon produced mainly by the British autho- 
rities, who have compelled him to maintain an expensive military 
force, contrary to Treaty, for our own purposes, and not with any 
view to His Highness’s interest or wishes.’ 

“ With our kind regards, most truly yours, 

“ J. SULLIVAK.” 

As Chairman of the Court of Directors, Mr. Tucker had written 
to Lord Dalhousie on the 24th April 1848 : — Towards the Nizam 
wo stand ill a different relation ; and there must be a strong case 
to justify our interference with His Highness, except for the pur- 
pose of ameliorating his condition, and rendering him an act of 
tardy justice, by relieving him from a military charge, imposed 
upon him for our own purposes, without any regard to the obliga- 
tions of the Treaty. I trust that this military force may he dis- 
pensed with by and by, as the most easy means of restoring his 
finances”^ 

Soon after the GeneraPs arrival at Madras lie received the fol- 
lowing autograph letter from the Eajah of Travancore : — 

‘‘ Palace, Trevandi'uin, 7th October 1855. 

My dear General, — ^1 am happy to learn from the Madras prints 
that you have returned from Europe. I am truly rejoiced to welcome 
to India again an old and sincere friend of ourselves and of Travan- 
core. I hope that yourself and your family are in the enjoyment of 
health and happiness. . Having spent the best part of your life in 
tropical regions, I doubted very much if the exceeding cold climate of 
England would prove congenial to your constitution. I suppose that 
one, at least, of the reasons that prevailed with you to leave Eui'ope was 
that the climate did not agree with your healfch. I shall be very glad 
to hear from you the first time you are at leisure. I should like to 
know what members of your family have accompanied you, and where 
it is your intention to reside, I am glad that your return to India 
brings a visit between us within the limits of possibility. 

I am thankful to be able to state that myself and all the rest of the 
family are in the enjoyment of our usual good health. General GuUen, 
our I^sident, is also doing quite as well as ever. 

“ As you take so sincere and warm an interest in all that relates to 
our happiness, I cannot deny myself the pleasure of giving you a piece 
of domestic news, at which I am sure you will feel quite as much joy 

any of us. There is now a fair prospect of an addition to our family 

^ Kaye’s Life of Henry St. George Tucker ^ 1864, p. 586. 
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BAJAH OF TRAVANCOBE. 


in the course of a couple of months, by my only nicce.^ Our prayers 
were long offered to the Almighty for such a favour, and we look for- 
ward with sanguine hope to His grace for its consummation, 

‘‘I have to acknowledge the receipt of your kind letter to me dated 
the 18th of August 1853, from England. I could not say this ere this, 
because, at first, my occupation allow-ed but little time to spare, and 
then I began to have reports of your intended return to India, and 
hence I thought I had better wait. 

“ Hoping to have the pleasure of hearing early from you, and happy 
in being able to offer you again my best regards, with such a compa- 
ratively small distance between us, 

“ I am, my dear Greneral, 

“ Tour sincere friend, 

“ Martanda Yurmah, K. S. Rajah. 

“P.S. The two extra initials, which you will find in tliis attached 
to my signature, are the abbreviations of the title ‘ Koola Shakhura’. 
The free use thereof I am only entitled to make after wearing tlie 
crown of my ancestors, which ceremony, I am happy to say, has been 
celebrated on the 5th of July last, with all the prescribed festivities 
usual on that occasion. 

“ M. Y, K. S. R. 

‘‘ To Greneral J. S, Fraser, etc,, etc., etc.’’ 

My father did not make any long journeys or excursions during 
his visit to India in 1854 and 1855. He passed nearly the whole 
of his time either at Madras or at Cuddalore, a place much asso- 
ciated with his recollections of both his parents, and which had 
been his own head-quarters for several years when he was British 
Commissioner and Agent for the Foreign Settlements. He did 
not revisit Hyderabad. Before he left England, and since, there 
had been some rumours and, as he understood, some prospects, of 
his being nominated to a high military command — which, how- 
ever, came to nothing eventually— and it is to this that General 
Gubhon alludes in a letter which he wrote from his retreat in a 
hill-fort near Bangalore, a short time before General Fraser finally 
left India. 

“ Nundydroog, 7th May 1855. 

** Mt dear Fraser, — I have the pleasure to enclose a letter from 
the Rajah of Mysore. You will be glad to hear that he is getting on 
quietly, and feels more at ease than the people about him would allow 

1 The succession in the Travancore family is through females only. 
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rfome ycnrss ago. Indeed, if lie would only retrench his expenditure, 
and pay oil lua debts, there would be nothing more to desire. 

“ We lienrd that yon had been proposed for the Madras command, 
and groat was the disappointment of the army when the project failed. 

I am noi-, however, prepared to believe in the story of the Duice of 
Wellington's memorandum,^ because it is well known that he pressed 
iliat command on Sir Thomas Dallas. But it is not material whether 
such a nnnnnrandum exists or not, for the public voice will make itself 
lu'urd, and insist on justice ; and I am glad, therefore, you are going 
hom(\ H) be at. hand when the next vacancy happens, which is expected 
about tlu' end of this year. I do not by any means despair of having 
tlio pli'asure of seeing you again in this country. 

Pra\' offer my host respects to Mrs. Fraser, and believe me, 

“Yours very sincerely, 

“M. CUBBON.’’ 

The immediate cause of my father’s second return to England 
was the Failing health of my mother. I do not think he ever 
bo<*ame quite vc^.couciled to the English climate, and it was pro- 
bably from that cause that he changed his place of residence very 
often, taking a new house nearly every two years. In aU other 
resi^ects he lived a very quiet and almost a retired life, going very 
little into society beyond the circle of his own family and a few 
old friends. He continued to be a great reader, especially of works 
of science, and was very fond of frequenting institutions and shops 
where astrononu<ial and scientific instruments could be seen and 
examiueil. He took the deepest and most lively interest in all 
that was going on, at home and abroad, particularly in India, and 
it iu‘ed Imrdly l)e saitl that the outbreak and progress of the 
Mutinies amrifebellion of 1857-8 were watched and followed by 
him with eloHo and painful attention. He offered his services to 
the Uovernmeiit during the height of the Mutinies, being then in 
wonderful health and strength for his age, and Lord Derby, in 
replying to the (Jeneral, mentioned that Lord Ellenborough, to 
whom the papex\s were sent, spoke of liim as “a most distinguished 
and talented officer'’. He wrote and received many letters about 
this time; old friends, both English and Native, at Hyderabad and 

* It was reported that the Duke had left a memorandum in the War 
Oflffee advising that no Company’s officer should ever be made Commander- 
in-Ohief in India, or at either of the Presidencies. 
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LETTERS FROM 


other places, being among his correspoiiilents ; hut his papers after 
his return home, from being no longer of official iuiportaiice, and 
partly, no doubt, from his failing sight, were not kept in perfect 
ordeij or carefully preserved, and the records become scanty as he 
advanced in years. With the exception of this letter from the 
Eajah of Mysore, I find nothing of any consequence remaining from 
the correspondence of this period. 

Palace, Mysore, 6th February 1858. 

“ My dear Sir, — I had the pleasure of receiving your letter of the 
1st of December last, through Sir Mark Ouhbon, and besides the plea- 
sure the sight of your handwriting afforded me after a period of many 
months, I was also gratified with the expressions of friendship therein 
accorded me. 

“ It is gratifying to observe that the groat rebellion in this country, 
alluded to in your letter, is now assuming a more settled aspect. The 
dark clouds that had gathered round the North-Western Provinces arc 
gradually dispersing, and the seditions movers in this rebellion are 
being apprehended in every village and town, and dealt with retri- 
butively. My own country, I am happy to say, has continued free 
from contamination, and I am quite certain that this happy circum- 
stance is owing to the wise and judicious measures adopted by Sir 
Mark Oubbon. I will not at present dwell at greater length on the 
harrowing scenes of cruelty and blood which this rebellion has caused, 
nor on the sacrifice of the lives of many of England’s best and bravest 
officers in suppressing it, but I shall merely state that as my welfare 
and happiness are bound up in the success and power of the British 
Government, so has it been my desire to regard and support that 
Government as my best friend and benefactor. 

“ I am much obliged to you for your kind inquiries regarding my 
health, which, I regret to say, is not so good as could be wished, owing 
probably to the infirmities of age which are fast stealing upon me. I 
have now entered my sixty-fourth year, and it is not possible at this 
advanced age to enjoy uninterrupted health. As a change, I propose 
going into the country to Nunjengode and Chamrajnuggur for a few 
weeks, and to start from hence in a day or two ; and should it prove 
beneficial, I may prolong my stay in those parts. 

“ Time has wrought great changes in my family. I am sorry to say 
that some of the ladies of my zenana who were acquainted with Mrs. 
Fraser are dead. I have now but four grandchildren alive out of a 
large family of children and grandchildren. 

Be so good as to make my best regards acceptable to Mrs. Fraser, 
whose wel&re I always have at heart j and I hope you will never fail to 
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niQ with a few occasional lines giving mo the nows of yourself 
aii4 of Fraser and of your children. 

Wifcli sincere best -wislios, 

“ I remain, dear Sir, 

“ Yours siucerol}’^, 

(Signed in Canaresc) “ Mysore Klshen Raj Wadiyak, 

“ Rajah of Mysore.” 

lu ^larch 18C>0 the greatest of all possible aftiictions fell upon 
my failier in niy mother’s death, at the comparatively early age of 
Iirty. The Maharajah of Mysore, in the following letter, alludes 
a letter of coudolciice of earlier date: — 

“ Palace, Mysore, IGth September 1861. 

‘‘ .Mv I'K.tii Sir, — A fter along time I had the pleasure of receiving 
your letter of the 2.5th of July, and was gratified to hear that you were 
in good health. 

From the. circumstance of your not having acknowledged the letter 
I wrote to you immediately on the death of my much lamented friend, 
iMrs. Fraser, being communicated to me, as also the one I sent you by . 
my Durbar Surgeon, Mr. Campbell, 1 conclude you have not yet 
received them. I trust, however, that when you next write I shall 
have the pleasure to hear that they have safely arrived. 

“ I have not words to express how greatly my feelings were shocked 
wlicn the news of General Cubbon’s death was announced to me. In 
him I have lost a valued fricird and well-wisher, and the public service 
one of its most honourable members. 

*Mii I'egjird to the administration of my countiy, which Genei'al 
Cubbon made over to Mr. Saunders, the present Officiating Oom- 
nussimier, before his departure from Mysore, and the office of Judicial 
Cummisslonor to Major Dobbs, I have nothing to add but that its 
affiiirs are conducted on the same broad principles of government as 
wore introduced and matured by General Cubbon. 

Circumstances having rendered it necessary that my country should 
now bo restored to me, I have applied to Lord Canning for its restora- 
tion, and am anxiously looking forward to my request being complied 

with. . . 1 j n 

** Doctor Oampboll, who is now in England, will either send or call 

on you with my letter. According to royal etiquette which obtains 
among the Princes of this country, I have forwarded by that gentle- 
man, with the permission of the Governor- General, some jewellery for 
I for Majesty’s acceptance, in token of my respectful recognition of Her 
Majesty’s assumption of this country, and trust it will meet with Her 
gracious reception. 
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“ I am truly grateful to you for your expressions of regard, and also 
for the interest you take in my welfare. I am glad to observe that 
neither time nor distance has abated the fervour of your friendship 
for me. 

“ I regret to hear that you are leading a secluded life, and that you 
take no active share in wliat is going on in the political world, a cir- 
cumstance which I can only ascribe to the great loss you have sus- 
tained ; but you will pardon me for saying that it is incompatible with 
the high character and great fame you have acquired in this country, 
to allow your feelings to be so swayed by this event. 

“ I am glad to say that my family and grandchildren are in good 
health. With every good wish for your health and happiness, 

“ Believe me to remain, my dear Sir, 

‘‘ Yours very sincerely, 

(Signed in Canarese) ‘^Mysore Kishen Raj Wadi tar, 

“ Rajah of Mysore.’* 

It may be remembered that only two years after the management 
of the Mysore country had been assumed by the Governor - 
General, Lord William Beiitinck, General Fraser, who had been 
Resident at Mysore, expressed in a letter to Sir Frederick Adam, 
the Governor of Madras, his doubts as to '' our treatment of that 
weak, hut good-natured and kind-hearted man”, the Rajah, and 
his conviction that the permanent assumption of any portion of 
his country would be a stain upon our good faith and national 
character”. In that letter, moreover, he briefly but justly 
summed up the true origin and cause of our supersession of the 
Rajah. “ Our system of non-interference, or at least our abstin- 
ence from regular and well-considered guidance in his youth, did 
the mischief, and then we pounced upon the prey which our policy 
had driven into the toils.”^ In writing to Major Stokes, the Resi- 
dent at Mysore, in 1839, the General assumed as the right course — 
though with no assurance as to its being taken — that “ we should, 
at no distant period, restore the Rajah to power”.^ 

Many years had now elapsed since he expressed those opinions, 
but he had seen no reason to change them, while his aversion to 
the policy of annexation, and to any isolated measure calculated 
to weaken the moral supremacy of the Imperial Power in India, 
was much strengthened by the incidents and evident lessons of 

3 Ante^ p. 94. 


^ Ante, p. 28. 
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1S5T. He was prepared, therefore, to receive with satisfaction and 
syiu])athy the news that an effort was being made by a small party 
of meiiibers of both Houses of Parliament and some old Indians 
to save the tributary State of Mysore from extinction at the 
demise of his old friend, tlie Eajah, a step upon which the 
(hn* eminent of India was avowedly determined. In 1865 the 
fall*, of ^Mysore was trembling in the balance, when a hook was 
published by Major Evans Bell, clearing away a mass of misrepre- 
seutati{nis, and recommending the policy which was eventually 
ordered Ijy the Home Government to be carried out in every par- 
lieiilar — the maintenance of the Mysore State and the gradual 
restoration of Native agency in its administration. General 
E raser thus acknowledged receiving a copy of this book, sent to 
him l)y the author. 

“ Parkhurst, lltli July 1865. 

** ^Iy dear Sir, — T beg you will accept my best thanks for the boolv 
you have been so kind as to send me,'' conveying a clear and distinct 
view of the case of the Rajah of Mysore. Your arguments in this 
matter are exhaustive and impi’egiiable, and such as I would fain hope 
must be absolutely convincing to every impartial and honourable mind. 
But God knows what may happen with the many evil inflnences and 
selfish prejudgments arrayed against you. Much will now depend on 
the ability of the members who are to bring the case before Par- 
liament. 

Believe me, my dear Sir, yours faithfully, 

“ J. S. Fraser.*’ 

The case was not actually brought before Parliament that year, 
except in one or two questions, which received no positive or final 
answer ; but in the next Session a deputation, introduced by Sir 
lliuirv Rawlinson, Sir Edward Colebrooke, and other members of 
the House of Commons, waited on Lord Cranboine, (now the 
Marquis of Salisbury) then Secretary of State for India, to urge 
upon him a reconsideration of the whole case, more particularly as 
imdified by the Rajah’s adoption of an infant kinsman as bis son 
and heir, ’in August 1866, a petition hearing the signatures of 
many retired Indian officials of high repute, was presented to the 
House of Commons, by Mr. John Stuart Mill, M.P. for West- 
minster, praying that ‘^your Honourable House will take such 

1 The. Myiore Reverdon (Triibner, 1865). 
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steps as may seem in your wisdom most oilicaoious for ensuring, 
with the least possible delay, the re-establislnnent of a Native 
Govcniment in the tril)utnry State of Mysore, with every possible 
security for Britisli interests, and for the prosj)erity and happiness 
of the people of the coTintry.” General Fraser joined witli his old 
brother olScers of the Matlras Army, General Sir John Low, and 
General John Lriggs, in signing this petition, having consented to 
do so in the following letter. 

Parkhurst, 13th July 1 S 6 G. 

My dear Sir, — Having been always of the very decided opinion tliat 
oiw annexation of Mysore w-ould be at once a most unjust and a most 
impolitic measure, T can have no liesitation in requesting* 3^11 to be so 
good as to add my name to tlic more infhieiiiial signatures that may 
he affixed to the Petition you arc proposing to address to tlic House of 
Commons. 

“ I sincerely wish it ail the success duo to the intrinsic merits of the 
cause it pleads, and to the able advocac 3 ’' with which j-onaro generously 
endeavouring to support it. 

** I am, my dear Sir, yours faithfully, 

“ J. S. Fraser. 

“ Major Evans Bell, etc., ctc.’^ 

A gradual failure of sight reduced more and more, in the latter 
years of ni}^ father’s life, his capacit}" for occupying himself with 
books and correspondence, and rendered him very dependent on 
the ministrations of those aronnd him. One of the last letters 
written with his own hand was addressed to the same gentleman 
whose well-directed exertions on behalf of the Eajah and State of 
Mysore we have just seen him encouraging and supporting. 

And here I cannot refrain from expressing my belief that if 
ever our statesmen, without distinction of party, succeed in giving 
the true stamp of Empire to our policy in India, and in raUjdng 
all races and classes in cheerful allegiance to Her Majesty’s Crown, 
it win be by proceeding on the lines that have been so clearly 
pointed out by Major Evans Bell, and by adhering to the doctrines 
that he has constantly preached. I know that I am not alone in 
feeling how much I am indebted to him for the light he has 
thrown on the historical course, on the right principles, and on the 
best securities of our Imperial supremacy; but few can have 
had the opportunity that has fallen to me of knowing under 
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wluit cliiliculty aiul ilisooiivageiueiit lie lias carried on the war for 
nKne than twenty years against the contradictions, the contracted 
vicM's, the brilliant and barren professions of those who hold, 
under every advantage, the liigli otllcial platform. Few of those 
in India wlio have profited, or are lilcely to profit, by his work, 
can be aware, as I am, under what sacrifices, and even privations, 
it has Iieen carried on, and how it is curtailed and confined by 
material deficiencies. 

In the next letter, called fortli by the receipt of another of 
Alajor hell's books, General Fraser may be said to have recorded 
his filial i)rote.st against both of Lord Dalliousie’s imputations — 
tliat of amlhtious greed’’ in liis plan of reform for the iSTizam’s 
administration, and that of party si>irit” in tlie command of the 
Contingent, to vdiich I think my father was alluding in the last 
sentence of this letter. 

Twickenham Park, l*5tli August 1868. 

“ DiSAii Sir, — I have had the pleasure to receive your note, and 
accept with tlnmkfulncss the copy of your work on Indian Policy.^ I 
have no doubt I shall be greatly interested in it, as I have already been 
with your former works on the subject of India. I shall now only 
notice an observation that I see on the 73rd page of your book, which 
has some reference to myself. 

“ It is (|uite true that I submitted to Lord Dalhousie the suggestion 
therein alluded to, with regard to a proposal for our assuming the 
entire but temporary management of the Nizam’s country. His Lord- 
ship dissented from this without giving me any special reasons for 
doing so, and I now learn for the first time, from your book, what his 
reasons were. One of them appears to have been that the Nizam’s 
assent to such a proposal would never have been voluntarily given, 
coupled with an insinuation that such suggestions as that I had made 
proceeded ^ in too many instances from the promptings of ambitious 
greed’, 

With regard to the first of those objections, I had much better 
means of judging how far my suggestion would have been adopted by 
the Nizam than Lord Dalhousie possessed; and if I had not been 
thoroughly sure of the ground on which I stood, and of the strong pro- 
bability of success, the suggestion never would have been made. The 
Nizam was on very friendly terms with me, and the Dewan owed his 
office entirely and exclusively to myself, and would not, I was per- 
suaded, in any way counteract my wishes. Under these circumstances, 

* Retro 82 )ectfi and Fro^>ecU of Indian Policy (Triibner and Co., 1868). 



458 


LORD DALIIOUSIE’S 


there was no sufficient reason to doubt our obtaining tlie ISTizam’s con- 
sent, until bis friendly feelings were alienated, if not from myself, at 
least from the British Government, by the harsh and imperious lan- 
guage in which Lord Dalliousie thought proper to address His Highness 
in a direct despatch. 

“ As to Lord Dalhousie’s remark about ‘ ambitious greed’, I had, at 
all events, not contemplated any prolonged exercise of the functions of 
sovereignty at Hyderabad, such as we have exercised in Mysore for 
thirty years, since I intended, in our agreement with the Hizam on this 
subject, that the tenure of our control over his country should positively 
be limited to the maximum of five years, witliiu which period I felt 
quite assured that the Nizam’s debt to us would be repaid, and such 
administrative reforms effected as would then enable us to divest our- 
selves of our temporary power, without any probability of a recurrence 
of those evils from which wo should have rescued the Nizam, and 
especially from what he so much dreaded and abhorred, the loss, per- 
haps to be permanent, of Berar, the finest part of his dominions. 

“ Various evils existed in the Nizam’s country, which I had long- 
most strongly urged the Supremo Government to insist upon having 
repressed by more energy and determination on the part of the Nizam 
than he was willing to exert, but I was persistently baffiod in these 
attempts by Lord Dalhousie. His real motives for this conduct I 
never could divine, and I could only atti-ibuto it to his imperious and 
self-willed temper, which, even in matters of mere opinion and sug- 
gestion, could hear no rival near its throne. 

“ Excuse the lengthened egotism of this note, I sensibly feel the 
injustice of that imputation which would fix upon me the glaring fault, 
I may say crime, of having been actuated by base, sordid, and dis- 
honourable motives in the conduct and discharge of a public duty. 

“ Most truly yours, 

‘‘J. S. Eraser.” 

The evidence contained in this volume, more especially in 
Chapters x and xi, has given ample materials for a judgment 
on the question whether there was more of “ambitious greed” in 
the policy towards the Hyderabad State recommended by General 
Eraser, or in that devised and carried out by Lord Dalhousie, and 
no more need be said on that subject. 

I should like, however, to explain that my only object in the 
strictures on Lord Dalhousie’s policy and procedure into which I 
have been led, has been that of relieving my father’s memory from 
the imputations of ‘'ambitious greed” and “ party spirit”, and from 
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all participation in the compulsory assignment of the Berar Pro- 
vinces under the form of a Treaty. It is impossible for me to 
have ever had any personal feeling against Lord Dalliousie, to 
wlioni 1 am indebted for that hrst appointment on the Staff, which 
is always the most difficult step to obtain in India. 

I may add that although I cannot see the way to acquit Lord 
Dalhoiisie and others of having wrongfully kept back from the 
Nizam the explanation and acknowledgment that was due to him, 
of the serious misstatement in their original demand for the main- 
teuance of the so-called Contingent as being based on ''the oUiga- 
tioiis of a Trcatf\ when they had satisfied themselves regarding 
their error, it would be very unfair to blame Lord Dalhousie as 
being the author of that misstatement. He found it accepted, 
embodied in the very name of '‘the Hyderabad Contingent’' 
ofiicially given to that Force,- and so represented in several Par- 
liamentary Blue Books.^ Misled by this assumption, he pitched 
his demands in so high a tone, and with such a menacing accom- 
paniment, that it may well have subsequently seemed difficult for 
liim to lower the claim or to relax its terms, without losing dignity 
and surrendering the whole position. 

Moreover, it has been stated, on what is understood to be very 
good authority, that in his general policy of acquiring territory 
and revenue from the allied States — under the delusive notion that 
the Empire would be consolidated, and its military strength 
increased — Lord Dalhousie was not really acting on his own 
initiative, but on instructions from the Liberal Cabinet and a con- 
clave of Whig patriarchs held at the Marquis of Lansdowne’s 
house, Bowood. 

There is another great public object which I hope may to some 
extent be advanced by the publication of this book, though I have 
chiefly dwelt upon it in the Additional Appendix — the formation 
and maintenance at a high standard of Silladar Cavalry on the 
system that long prevailed in the Hyderabad Contingent. I have 
not thought it expedient to go so fully into the subject in this 

1 Ante, pp. 345, 3§2, 360, 368, 369, 423. 

® Ante, p, 359. 

^ See e.g*, Third Report of Lords^ Select Committee (627, ii of 1853), 
Appendix, pp. 121 and 143. Hyderabad hound to maintain a Contingent 
Force”, the number of troops given, “ commanded by British officers, and 
available, under Treaties, to the British G-overnment” 
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volume as may be necessary liereartcr, but I trust I have said 
enough to indicate the necessity oi* caution, and the want of a 
careful inquiry.^ I do not hesitate to say that the innovations in 
matters of regimental discipline and duties of parade and fatigue, 
imposed of late years on the troopers, have not tended to bring 
into the ranks the same class as formerly ; while the restrictions 
and prohibitions regarding the tenure and sale of Assamees have 
not merely aj^proaclied very closely to that arbitrary curtailment 
of the soldier’s emoluments which, especially in India, has been 
the frequent cause of mutiny, but have amounted to a deteriora- 
tion and confiscation of property that has operated most cruelly on 
the finest military (dass in India. An Assamee, or the ownership 
of a horse, was worth, according to a computation made when Sir 
George Yule was Itesident, fully 1,200 rupees — it would have 
fetched that price if sold by auction. Under the operation of the 
new rules, more severely ai>plied than was ever intended, and 
subsequently cancelled by order of the Government of India, for 
reducing the number of horses held by individual Silladars, the 
price has not been allowed to settle itself by the value as ascer- 
tained by private sale or auction, but was locally, and thereby 
removing responsibility on the part of commanding oiSicers, authori- 
tatively limited to a certain sum, 450 Government rupees, causing a 
very heavy loss to those who have purchased or inherited this 
description of property. The Government has, however, not 
approved of this. The cases of thirty-five forfeited Assamees 
specially reported to Government on behalf of officers and men of 
the Hyderabad Cavalry, recommended to have a larger compensa- 
tion awarded them, have been sent to the General Commanding the 
Contingent for inquiry and report; but the inquiry drags in a 
vexatious manner, the cause of delay being very generally attri- 
buted to the fact that if these tliirty-five appellants receive any 
redress, there are at least seven hundred and fifty other equally 
strong cases for compensation that would at once be preferred. 
The settlement of these cases on anything like equitable terms 
would cost something like three and a half lakhs of rupees (about 
£30,000), But let anyone conversant with the ordinary prejudices 
and feelings, not merely of the Hyderabad Cavalry, but of any 
nation or tribe, with regard to property or privilege, try to fathom 


1 Additional Appendix, p, xxiii. 
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the depth of the rancour and heart-burning that must arise from 
sucli an interference with vested rights and long-established 
possessions.^ 

The ipiestion of individual ISTative oflicers and Silladars in the 
Hyderabad Cavalry possessing a large uumljer of Assainees was 
one upon which General Fraser was called upon to give an opinion 
a very short time before ho left the Ttesidency. In the letter from 
tlie Government of India, dated 17th of September 1852, com- 
menting on the trials of Zoolficar Ali l>eg and others,^ it was held 
that the extent of property” in Assamees held by the Itissaldar 
was '‘objectionable”, and the Resident was requested *to suggest 
'‘measures for its reduction”. In his reply to this part of the 
letter^ ilated the 29th October 1 852, the General wrote as follows : — 

“ It is possible that sonic iiiconvcnionce may bo found to exist from 
any individual having so large a number of Assamees in a Regiment 
as to operate to the entire or even pai’tial exclusion of others from a 
similar privilege ; but as a general principle, I am disposed to think 
that the possession of large property of this kind by the Hative officers 
of the Cavalry is a decided advantage leather than otherwise. 

“ It gives them an importance, an influence, and an elevated station 
in the Army, which it is desirable they should possess ; and it forms, 
no doubt, a bond of attachment to the Government they serve which 
would elsewhere be sought for in vain. It is this which contributes in 
a great measure to give that high tone and character to the Nizam’s 
Cavalry, whicli render it probably superior to any other Irregular 
Cavalry in India.” 

Ill consequence, I presume, of this opinion, and of others to the 
same effect given at the same time, no change in this direction 
was made by the Government of Lord Dalhousie, or by any 
authority, civil or military, until the ];>eriod referred to in the 
Additional Appendix. The results, though not as yet irremedi- 
able, have been, in my opinion, most mischievous, lowering the 

high tone”, and “ character” of the Force, which General Fraser 
eulogised, and repelling the best class of recruits, besides, as 
already said, injuring the property and prospects of some of the 
finest soldiers. As remarked by me at page ii, Additional Ap- 

^ Before applying for furlough on this last occasion of my being in a 
position to avail myself of leave, I recorded my views for communication to 
Government on two occasions on this subject, and those reports remain on 
the records of my office, where I placed them by desire of the Resident. 

* Ante, pp. 398, 399. 
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peiidix, the Goverinneiit of India have endeavoixred to set matters 
right; hut these orders are not being fully acted up to. My 
farewell record explains how. This is the report referred to in 
pages xxiv and xxv of the Additional Appendix, and foot-note on 
previous page. 

In consequence of the strong opinion given by General Fraser, 
as the last fruit, it may be said, of his fourteen years’ experience 
and command of the Nizam’s Army”, — as it was usually called 
at Hyderabad until the changes of 1 853 — Lord Dalhoiisie took no 
steps to reduce the number of Assamees held by single officers 
and troopers, and the Silladaree system was hardly at all tampered 
with until about 1875;^ since when those inroads on the vested 
rights and valued possessions of the whole class and community 
from which the Hyderabad Cavalry used to be recruited, have 
been suggested and partially carried into effect, and in consequence 
there are two systems prevailing now. Against those encroachments 
and inroads I have always protested, and given all the resistance 
in my power, ofticially and officiously, in season and out of season, 
and I shall always continue to do so. 

When the Officer Commanding the Hyderabad Contingent 
adopted the unusual course of submitting his views directly to the 
Government of India, and of charging a previous Eesident, and 
some other local officials, with neglect of his recommendations, I 
felt myself bound, as stated fully in the Additional Appendix, to 
enter the lists on behalf of my late Chief, General Sir Richard 
Meade. As to my being competent and justified in entering on 
such a contest, I would refer to Sir Stuart Bayley’s remarks in the 
Additional Appendix, page xl. 

My opposition neither springs merely from feelings of friendly 
regard for the interests of old comrades with whom I have lived 
and served, in the field and in quarters, nor from feelings of conser- 
vative regard for property recognised by law and by ancient custom, 
but rather, and mainly, from considerations that are at once military 
and political. In all arms of the Indian service, but more espe- 
cially in the Cavalry arm, a cheerful spirit of confidence and attach- 
ment in the men towards their English officers and the Government 
they serve is an essential element in their value and efficiency. 
The growth and establishment of such a spirit among the large body 
of Hyderabad troops was well secured, as General Fraser urged in 
' See Additional Appendix, pp. vi to xxvL 
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tlie letter just quoted, by the presence among themselves of a select 
and infiuontial class, cliiefly composed of jSTative officers, with a 
large stake in the service, constituting a pledge for their loyalty 
and good conduct. Tliis class is attacked and injured by the 
innovations I deprecate ; and a sense of wrong and loss — loss of 
property and loss of social position — ^is a bad basis for discipline 
and loyalty. The innovations in the Silladaree system I look upon 
as a thoroughly false move, both on military and political grounds, 
and T am very sure that it ought at once to be checked and 
recLilicd in the interests of the Empire. 

If ever the dreams attributed to some Eussian statesmen and 
soldiers are in any degree realised, by an invasion of India, 
whether it be led or only instigated by Eussia, we may rely on it 
that a great part will be played by, or will be allotted to, large 
bodies of the Irregular horsemen which Central Asia can furnish in 
almost endless numbers. What Light Cavalry have we in India 
to meet these formidable hordes ? Without fully answering that 
question here, I will only say that our numbers are at present 
very insufficient. 

In the case of the Hyderabad Contingent Cavalry, the Indian 
Government has recognised the injustice done the soldiers, and has 
issued oixlers to remedy some of the evils I complain of ; but it is 
against local authorities I have had to contend, and have more 
recently contended.^ 

General Eraser was, I know, occasionally consulted on Indian 
affairs after his retirement, both by Members of the Indian Council, 
with many of whom he was personally acquainted, and by the 
Secretaries of State, but I find very few letters relating to such 
matters among his papers. Almost the only question of any 
interest regarding which there is any record was a statement of 
his views, given at the request of Mr. Vernon Smith, afterwards 
Lord Lyveden, in 1860, as to the most feasible and acceptable 
mode of rewarding the Nawab Salar Jung for his invaluable 
services during the rebellion of 1857-8. But, as he said to Ids 
friend Mr. Willoughby, afterwards Sir J. P. Willoughby, Bart., of 
the Secretary of State's Council, his advice was for the most part 
negative and inconclusive. I must not forget,'^ he wrote, “ to 
express a hope that you received the copy of my letter to Mr. 

^ See explanation in connection with my remarks on this subject 
Additional Appendix, pp. Ixxii and Ixxdi. 
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Vernon Sniitli, wMcli T sent to you just before T left London. It 
was on tlie subject of a reward to be given to Solar dung, for liis 
good and faitliful conduct to us during the Mutiny, regarding 
whicli Mr. Vernon Sinitli liad requested me to gi\^e my opinion. 
I am aware, however, that it can have been of little or no use to 
him or to you, as it rather tended to exhibit the diftlculty of sug- 
gesting a suitable inode in which to recognise his services than to 
remove that difficulty, and point out a reward which would be 
substantial and unexceptionable.’'* 

I was in England on leave in the summer of the year of my 
father’s death, when I found General Eraser, notwithstanding his 
great age, and the total blindness by which he was then afflicted, 
aiiparently in good hcaltli and spirits, and giving us no special 
cause for anxiety on his account. One of the last things he said 
to me %vas to beg me to stay at Hyderabad, and so far as lay 
within my power and the scope of my duties, to watch over the 
welfare and independence of the Nizam’s sovereignty, for there, he 
said, was the centre and strength of the Empire. 

He died on the 22nd August 1869, having then entered on his 
eighty-sixth year. 

I cannot trust myself, nor would it, perhajis, be a becoming 
effort on my part, to say all that I think and feel as to the 
character of my father. He was a man of scrupulous integrity 
and unsullied honour, firm and faithful in all trials, and generous 
to a degree. After fifty years of lucrative employment he carried 
nothing with him on his retirement from India beyond his military 
pension and the value of his personal property in the Eesidency 
at Hyderabad, and as this work shows, the esteem of numerous 
persons of high distinction, both European and Native. 

My father never, to the last day of his life, departed from the 
strong opinions he had formed and expressed at a very early date, 
as to the real ‘'community of interests” between the Hyderabad 
State, — "situated in the heart of India”, and "exercising a consider- 
able moral influence over the Mussulman population in our own 
dominions”, — "and the British Government’^^ In conjunction with 
lus views as to the advisability of at once promoting reforms in 
the Nizamis Government and preserving its internal independence, 
— which was, indeed, his policy with regard to all the allied States 

1 AntP,^ p. 62. 
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— he alway.s entertained the (lo?iire te see a nmre (.do^e unien, on 
more ecinal terms, oF Knj^lislinien and Indians in the ;j,-reat work of 
(Tovernmeut. Jn ISdO, it may lie renieinhered, when he maile 
arrani: 2 ,'enients for an iiive.sti^-aliou into the Waliahee conspiracy, 
and Formed a joint Coiumittee for tliat ])urpose of European 
ofiieers and Native gentlemen, he mentioned as oiui of the advan- 
tages he expected from that measure, that we. ‘'should exhibit upon 
a small scale, wliat I think it is highly desiralde we should begin 
to do on a more extensive one, a wish lu s(‘c lu'ouglit prominently 
forwa.rd and employed in lionourable oUtee, aial uniteil with ns in 
our fouucils aiul <leliberations, men of rank and respe.ctability 
among the iMohammedans.'’^ 

This was tlie aim he liad before liini in liis various endeavours to 
have Hr. Dighton, Ca,[)tain Memlows Tayh>r, Captain Ihdloek, and 
others, employed in the Nizam’s adminisLratiom Tt is true tliat, in 
conse<inence, as has been almmlantly made maiuTest in the pre- 
ceding pn.ges, of the lack of inter(‘st and suppoii vouelisafed by 
the Covermneut of India, his plans were only partially successful, 
but his counsels and his efforts have left a lesson whieli may be 
usefully studied and leamecL 1 may add, that almost tlie last de- 
spatch he wrote to the Government of India, dated Decemlier 20th, 
1852, convoyed the proposid of an arrangement made between 
himself and the Minister, KSouraj-ool-ilofjlk, as a last plan to save 
the Nizam from having to assignihe J>erar Provinces, wlierehy*' the 
taluoks of Deodroog and others in tlui Paichore district wer(3 to be 
placed under the su])eriiitendence of Captain Meadows Taylor^’, 
already administering successfully Sliorapm-e for the Nizam, with 
a view to regularly meeting the current ])ay of the Contingent aiul 
interest on the arrears. Put Lord Dalhousie had already deter- 
mined on having the Perars with a Treaty ; he had directed the 
Eesident to ''abstain from pressing” for payment of the debt,^and 
the reply from Government vsimply postponed the consideration of 
all such matters “till Colonel I.rOW shall have assumed charge of 
the ILcsidency”. What then followed we know. 

My father wislxed Englislimen and Natives to co-operate under 
the influence of the same generous pride and honourable ambition, 
and with a common path open before him. I can testify from my 
own experience to the useful services, during the Ministry of Sir 
^ Ante.; p. 02. ** Ante^ p, 
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Salar Jung, of tlie late Eajah Cundasainj’’, and of a gentleman of 
Persian descent, still living, Sooltan Mohammed — the former 
having been a recognised vakeel, passing between the Eesidency 
and the several centres of executive power in the city. I may 
add that Sooltan Mohammed was always selected by the 
Nawab to be the milimdncldr, or personal conductor, for sport- 
ing purposes especially, of his English friends, of distinguished 
•sdsitors who came to the Hyderabad country with introductions 
from Government, or of myself when accompanied by friends 
on my own private invitation and account. If I have taken 
my full share of the good work of ridding the country of 
wild animals, I feel that I owe very much to the good offices of 
my excellent friend, Sooltan Mohammed. My father neither wished 
to Orientalise Englishmen nor to Europeanise Indians, but, if I may 
be allowed to coin a word, to Imperialise both races. In this 
respect his convictions and his counsels were identical with those 
of the late Nawab Salar Jung, as expressed in the letter to myself 
of 11th December 1874, which will be found further on in fae- 
simile form. I like to be a Liberal”, said the great Mussulman 
statesman, '^as far as the improvement of the people and advance- 
ment of public life are concerned ; but I assure you I like to be a 
perfect Conservative when the question of national usages and 
customs comes forward, if they do not interfere in any improve- 
ment as above mentioned. So I think I can have the sympathies 
of both parties.”^ 

To the sympathies of both great parties I appeal for a just 
policy of reparation and of progress, not only for the Hyderabad 
State, but for the British Empire in India. If this book should 
have any good effect in that direction, my efforts for the vindica- 
tion of my father’s memory will not have been in vain. 

^ Lithographed letter, facing p. xxvi of Additional Appendix. 
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(A) 

LETTERS OF C'OPXT PP RUY. 

{Pag, 22 .) 

These letters are, perhaps, worth preserviri.Ljj, ou account (»f their 
quaint and intensely French style; and, also, as showing the tact 
and g<^od feeling with which the English Oonmnindaut and Com- 
missioner must have performed his ditficult duties. 

“A Son Excellence h^ tres Honorable Hugh Elliot. 

** Pundichcry, le Mercredi, -I Docembre 1810. 

“Monsieuk lk Gouverneur, — Cen’est pas sans (hnution quo je viens 
vous raconter qu’aujourd’lnii noire cereraonie cle reprise clt^ possession, 
et de rotablissement du pavilion fran^ais s’esfc failc uvec toute la 
d6cence et la dignite possibles. Lc ciei le plus serein soiublait nous 
protegor; un sentiment de fraternite electrisait tons los Anglais et 
Fran^-ais qui se trouvnient a Pondichery : on se rapprochait ; on s*om- 
brassait, et sans iiiterprcte, tout lc monde s’entendail-. 

‘‘Votre representant, Mf)nsiour le C^-ipitainc Fraser, qui est reelle- 
ment un homme tres distingue, a fait jusqn’a ce jonr les honneurs 
Britanniqnes avec noblesse et avec grace, comme si vous raviez inspire ; 
et a ce matin, an milieu dhine immense population, bruit dcs canons 
et des acclamations universclles, apres uti discours plcin de sensibilite 
et d’dloquence naturelle, il a resigne les pouvoirs qii'il tenait de vobre 
Excellence comme Commandant provisoiro. Il les a rosignes avec le 
m^me empressement qu’il aurait pu mettro a prendre possession d'ane 
place nonvelle. 

“ Le pavilion anglais a cesse de fiottor j et de suite on y a substitue 
le pavilion frangais. 

Plusieurs personnes out essay^ de dire des choses couvcnablcs : et 
partout on a entendu rex 2 :>ressioa de la rcconnaisance des Frangais qui 
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haToitaient ces contrees, et qui, gr^ce a la bienveillance de votre 
Gouvernement, ont re^u des consolations proportionnees ^ leurs infor- 
tnnes, et ont joni, pendant la guerre, de tontes les douceurs de la paix. 

“ M. le Capitaine !Praser en a communique successivement Ics resolu- 
tions prises par votre Excellence en conseil. Elies m’ont paru toujours 
dict^es par le desir d’obliger mon Souverain et ma nation. Je n’y ai 
done trouve que matiere a de nouveaux remerciments pour le tres 
Honorable Gouverneur et pour Messieurs du Conseil. 

“Je suis avecla plus haute consideration, 

“ De votre Excellence, 

“ Le tres humble et tres ob^issant serviteur, 

“ Le Cte. Du Put. 

“ M. Dayot me prie d’etre son interpr6te, et cela ne m’est pas difficile, 
puisqu’il partage mes sentiments pour vous.” 


“ Pondichery, le 3 Janvier 1820. 

“ Monsieur et cher Voisin, — Je suis furieux centre votre modestie 
qui veut vous faire croire qu’on ne vous estime, et qu’on ne vous aime, 
qu*en proportion des services que vous pouvez rendre. Apprenez que 
mes sentiments pour vous n’ont besoin ni de sel, ni de tabac, ni de 
balances pour etre bien fondes 1 

“ On vous aime sans assaisoniiement et pour vous m^me, 

“ O’est aussi comme cela que je veux ^tre aime, si non, non. 

“Lb Cte. Du Put. 

“ Pr^sentez, s’il vous plait, mes hommages a vos dames.” 


' “ Pondichery, le 23 Pevrier 1820. 

“Mon aimable Yoisin, — Je devraisvous faire une petite querelle 
pour avoir ^vite de traverser la bonne ville de Pondichlry en vous 
rendant k Madras, mais vous avez eu sans donate quelque motif plausible, 
et je ne dois pas vous condamner sans vous avoir entendu. Si je n'etais 
ici seul k mon poste vous auriez d^ja re 9 u ma visite chez madame votre 
mere, que tous nos habitants considerent comme une dame de Pondichery, 
dont ils honorent les vertus, Hier M. Leschenaut a renouvelie ma 
tentation dialler vous voir, lorsqu’il est venu m’apprendre son projet 
de voyage — et le m^me motif m’a retenu. Je dois me ffiliciter de ma 
discretion, puisque cette nuit il a pris fantaisie a nos jardiniers de Bethel 
de deserter dans quel qu We de vos olidees,^ pour faire niche a M. 
Eauch.eur. Cette fugue n’a ete que partielle, pareeque j’ax mis en cam- 
pagne toute notre armee de pious, Cipahis, etc., etc, Qu’eut on dit, 

1 Holidays! 



APPKNDIX. 


469 


si Mons. le Gouvcrncur etait aller dormir paisiblcmcxit a Godelour, 
qiiand on s’agitait ici ? II fant done, boiigvo n3algTc, rcstcr a son 
poste. 

“ Mons. Lesclienant vous racontox'a snroment Ics doloancos do Tile 
Maurice au sujet d’unc epidennie qii’on suppose y avoir etc infer odiii to 
par la Toperx a son rcfcour do ]\Ianillo. L’lle do Bourbon s’esfc hatdo 
de prendre les mesures los plus severes pour cmpCchor la communicatiun. 
II cst pi'esmnablc! que cotte inaladic est notro choJCnf mo7'hHfi avee 
quclquc modifications ; cependaut il cst possible cpii ce suit nri fidau 
d’uu autre genre. Je vais on attendant soiiincfetre ]i‘s batimenls qiii 
vieiidront de cos iles a iiuc visile do medecin, memo a une petite qua- 
rantainc, s’ils out des inalades a bord ; mnis quel sera. I’t'fibt dti parcilles 
mesures, si votre Gouvernrnent iden ordonne pas de pareilles ? car vous 
ctes los grands seigneurs de la cote, et par consccpiont vous ofirez bien 
plus de moyens de communications quo nous. Croycz-voiis qu’il y ait 
lieu do provoquor a le sujet rattention du Goiivorneur de Madras, qui 
peut avoir rc^n quelquos renseignem exits de Mous, sou confrere de 
rile Maurice ? 

“Adieu, mon amiable voisin, je vous salue un jicii plus pro- 
fondement qu’ autrefois, puisque vous Monsieur lo Major. Si voire 
embonpoint augmente avee vos dignites, nous vous appellerons gros 
Major. En attendant je vous embi^asse. 

“Le Comte Du Pot.” 


(B.) 

THE NIZAM'S MILITABT OO-OPEKATION. 

{Vayc 247.) 

As so iiiucli has fro(iueully been said in dlsparngeinent of the 
discipline and etpiijmiout of the troops furnished by the Nizam for 
co-operation with oiu* forces, in our critical struggle with Tip|>oo 
and with the Mahrattas, it i.s only lair to state that when war was 
declared against Tippoo Bultan, 1790, mtr HiibsulUmj Force of two 
battalions of Sepoys, with six guns manned by Europeans, sent in 
accordance with Treaty to Hyderabad to strengthen the Nizam’s 
army, was found “ io he in so tinmilifari/ and imperfect a emdition. 
as to be entirely unfit for se'rviec in tJie Jkld”. The Nizam brought 
the matter at once to the notice of the Governor-General, who 
lost no time in expressing, throl:^Jh a letter to the Eesident, dated 
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June 17tli; 1790, liis regret at the inefficiency of the Subsidiary 
Force, and admitting that His Highness had good reason to com- 
plain of a failure on the part of the Company’s Government in 
aflbrding His Highness the support which he is entitled to by 
Treaty as well as by repeated promises.” The Eesident was 
directed to assure the Nizam that '' the Governor-General would 
call the authorities at Madras to a most rigorous account of their 
misconduct, and would take the earliest opportunity to re] 3 lace the 
force unfit for service with other troops complete in numbers and 
perfect in discijiline.” 

Notwithstanding the difficulties caused by the weakness of the 
aid supjfiied from Madras under Treaty, and at his cost, the Nizam 
^‘put his own troops in motion, and created much alarm and 
embarrassment to Tippoo”, thus rendering to Lord Cornwallis, as 
he stated in a letter to the Prince of Wales, dated August 14th, 
1790, valuable aid at a most critical time. In the campaign which 
ended in the Partition Treaty of Seringapatam in 1792, besides a 
portion of his army which acted independently of the force under 
the Governor-Geiieral’s own command, and which attacked and 
captured three of Tippoo’s most important fortresses, the Nizam 
seiit a body of more than 10,000 Cavalry, under the command of 
his own son, Secunder Jah, wdio afterwards succeeded to the 
throne, which gave adequate strength to Lord Cornwallis in that 
very arm in wdiich his force was most deficient. 

Lord Cornwallis, in a despatch to the Secret Committee of the 
Court of Directors, dated May 2, 1792, expressed his high sense of 

the valuable and ready aid rendered by His Highness’s Army 
against the common enemy, which had a material influence in 
producing the rapid and successful termination of the war.” 

In the final war against Tippoo Sultan, which ended in his 
death during the storming of Seringapatam on the 4th of May 1799, 
besides the Subsidiary Force of 6,500 men in the, Nizam’s pay, 
7,000 Infantry and 10,000 of the best Cavalry in the service of 
the Hyderabad State, joined the British Army under Lord Harris, 
and formed its left wing, under Colonel Arthur Wellesley, after- 
wards Duke of Wellington, on which fell the brunt of the fighting 
in the battle of Malavelly. Without the aid of the Nizam’s Cavalry 
in convoying supplies pf grain, the siege of Seringapatam could 
not have heennarried pmat'all.'' 
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Lord Wellesley states, in a despatch to the Secret Conmiiitee 
dated 12th April 1804, that tlie iirst intelligence reached him 
through a loyal communication forwarded by tlie Kizam’s Agent 
in attendance on Scindia/’, early in 1803, that a hostile confederacy 
against tlie Company’s Government was being organised by 
Scindia, Holkar and tlie Eajali of N’agpore. The forces under 
General Sir Arthur Wellesley and General Stevenson — the latter 
of whom had the Subsidiary Force under his command— during tlie 
campaign of Assaye and Argauin, were supported by 0,000 dis- 
ciplined rnfantry of the NizamA Army, and 0,000 Cavalry, umler 
leaders of approved valour and attachment to their Sovereign.”'^ 
Tlie English Coinmanders spoke liiglily of the aid givmi liy tlie 
hTizaiii’s troops in their operations. 

General Arthur W ellesley, in his report on the battle of Argauni 
to the Governor-General, dated 30th November 1803, says : — 
I have also to inform your Excellency tliat tlie Mogul 
(Nizam’s) Cavalry under Salabut Ivlian, and the Mysore Cavalry 
under Bistnapa Pundit, distinguished themselves. The ihrmer 
took a standard from Scindia’s troops/’- 

Very strong and clear testimony, in a sliort compass, as to the 
great assistance given by the military ibree of the Nizam during 
the second Mahratta, or Pindarree war, from 1817 to 1819, will be 
found in the following extracts of a letter from tlie Ilesideiit at 
Hyderabad, Mr. (afterwards Sir Henry) liussell, to the Governor- 
General, the Maripiis of Hastings, dated 28th December 1817* 

The Contingent provided by the Nizam's Government' to, serve 
with our armies, independently of the troops employed in 'local duties 
connected with the general advancement of the Service, consists of the 
following corps : — 

IXPAHTEY. 

Four Berar Battalions, with Artillery, under Major 

Pitman .... , . ' , 3^S68 

Captain .Hare’s Brigade, • with Artillery' ■ . ■ ■ , , 8,15'7 ' ' 

Mohammed '.Salahut Khan’s regular Brigade, ■ with ,■ 

■ ' Artillery, under Captain Lyna . , ' , l',&0h ' 

, ' ■ '' ,,"'; 7 , 425 '' 

, puMished in London,' 180S.'; 

'A' 'DM!m.0fW€llm§im]$ <18S2), voL h, p. 80S, 



472 


APPENDIX. 


Brought forward .... 7,425 

Cavalry. 

Reformed Horse, tinder Captain Davis . 4,000 

JagMredar Horse, under Mohammed Salabut 

Khan . . . ' . . 2,000 

6,000 

Total . . 13,425 

‘^This force,” the Resident observes, “is hardly inferior, even in its 
numerical strength, to the Contingent which the Nizam is bound by 
Treaty to provide, and it is of a description much more efficient for our 
purpose, and much more expensive to His Highness’s Government, 
than a larger Contingent 'would be if composed of troops of the quality 
contemplated when the Treaty was drawn up. Of the two kinds, the 
Infantry are the better troops ; but the Horse, besides increasing our 
ranks, serve at the same time to diminish those of the enemy. The 
Auxiliary Horse at Poona, under Captain Swanston and Captain 
Spiller, have shown the fidelity and exertions of which troops of that 
description are capable. Biugadier-General Doveton speaks highly of 
the Nizam’s Reformed Horse under Captain Pedlar in the affair of the 
16th at Nagpore, and the whole of them are said to be eager to be 
employed against the Mahrattas, and to talk of revenge for the battle 
of Kurdla. 

“ Rajah Chundoo Lall has also furnished for the service of the 1st 
and 2nd Divisions of the Army, 270 camels, a very expensive equip- 
ment in this part of India.” 

Sir Henry Russell also observes, in a latter dated Hyderabad, 
December 31, 181.7, to Major Agnew, Political Agent with 
General Sir Thomas Hislop’s army, that '^the whole of the 
Nizam’s disposable force — indeed, the only Infantry that he has 
that is efficient — is attached to the different divisions of our 
Army.” 

In farther illustration of the Nizam’s military affairs, and of the 
difficulty the Home Government has so constantly found in getting 
its instructions, and even its orders, carried out in India, an 
example may be given in the following extract from a Political 
letter to Bengal, from the Court of Directors, dated 21st January 
1824, paragraph 80 

“As it affects the Native States, it appears to us to he humiliating 
and galling in the extreme. The proceeding of appointing European 
officers to the command of cdrps raised and maintained by Princes, 
whom we have not, as yet at least, professed to treat as dependent, 



APPE^rmx. 


4 /£> 


must Ibe felt as a fresli inroad on tlicir remains of independence ; as an 
exclusion of tlie biglier class of N*atives from the [)lacosof power, trust, 
and emolument, wliicli they liave hitlierto held, and of which it is both 
cruel and unjust to deprive thorn; and as indicative of further designs 
on our part wliich assuredly do not entertain, and wliicli it is very 
undesirable to have imputed to us/’ 

Here is another extract of the same significance : — 

‘‘ Tlie authorities in England have been opposed to the policy of this 
species of interference in the internal arrangements of our Hativm 
Allies, and the system is only tolerated from the ditticalfcies whicli 
oppose a sudden alteration. It is in the cautemplatioii of iilie Local 
Government gradually to reduce the number of European officers to be 
employed with this description of Force, in whicli case there will be a 
proportionate reduction of expense.”^ 

Of course, nothing was done, and the expense was not reduced. 


(C.) 

V "CLAIMS OF THE NIZAM.’^' 

The pamphlet with tliis title, published hy me in 1867, com- 
mences with a historical sketch of the Hyderaliad State and 
our relations with it, the substance of wliich already appears in 
this volume. It will be sufficient, therefore, to quote liere only 
that portion of it discussing the questions treated in Chapter XL 

" The narrative may now pass on to the comparatively remote period 
of 1845, by which time the Mzam’s iinancial positiorr— 'inevitably com- 
plicated by enforced extravagance in military outlay — again, became a 
subject of solicitude at Calcutta. During a decade or so, His Highness 
had continued to enhance a long-standing claim upon our conidence 
and, goodwill by steadfast adfaereneo' to English interests, effectually 
quollingull malcontent disposition in his subjeots to take advantege 
the' 'Strains and perplexities which beset us in that troublous , time-' 

' Throughout uur Afghan, 'Gwalior, and Punjaub jeopardies, the’Kmam^', 
'unW'avering example' and active, influence were uver un 'Our',^,sidev,,»hd'', 
'could 'hardly have' bee'U more 'emphatically .manifest in the tented field. 

"^/Fapm mA$ MffmrBpf Blktihormgk io ikeDwM 

q/ Wdlingtm, with a Note ^ied l^h Apil 18SQ : D^k$ of Wdlingimi& 
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Special credit ma j also be clainied for tbe alacrity witb wbicli (not- 
witli star cling tlie implication of a brother) His Higimess promoted tbe 
detection and defeat of the Wahabee conspiracy, in ’39, which, at first 
ostensibly local, turned out to be part of a ramified confederacy for 
overthrow of the British power. Hor should it be left unnoted that 
his specific right, nnder the Treaty of 1790, to equal division of con- 
quests, was distinctly ignoi'ed in the non-pai'tition of KurnooL 

“ The chronicle of the Nizam from ’45 to ’53 is little more than a 
register of ofilcial correspondence between the Governor- General and 
the Besident, General Fraser, who had succeeded Colonel Stewart in 
’38. As already outlined, it was mainly taken up with remonstrance 
from headquarters, regarding outstanding arrears and default in the 
pay of the Contingent, not un tempered, however, with candid allow- 
ance for its excessive costliness, which, indeed, was palpably condemned 
in immediately subsequent reduction. For no sooner had we acquired 
in 1853 the long-coveted security for discharge of an oppressively 
enforced obligation, than we commenced a downward course in 
military outlay, ending in a descent to 24 lakhs per annum, against 
the 40 which had been previously exacted through more than thirty- 
three years of nnbroken peace ; and, as the adequacy of the so reduced 
Force to any emergency was more than sufficiently tested under the 
terrible strain of the Mutiny, it is simply matter of plain, demonstrable 
account that the Nizam had been needlessly and wrongfully burdened 
with the sum of those thirty-three years’ excess, or, in round numbers, 
£5,280,000. Nor less carefully suppressed, we. may he sure, was the 
enormous set-off which may be equitably claimed by the Nizam in 
respect of a steady increase of patronage by nominations to the pre- 
posterous staff of the Contingent ; although it must not be forgotten, 
in justice to Lord Dalhousie, that under his administration the abuse 
was materially abated. His Highness, in short, appears to have been 
treated (through the medium of smooth official periphrasis) as if he 
had been a fraudulent unthrift, rather than the practically passive 
instrument of an ally’s exorbitant behests. 

The history of the negotiations, terminating in an assignment of 
Berar, by the Treaty of 1853, is still involved in obscurity, which may 
be, more or less, dispelled by the expected Parliamentary return. But 
an abrupt change of the Residency, in the resignation of General Fraser, 
with other indications, is not nnsuggestive of demands in excess of the 
ultimate mortgage of the district. Gueiillas of party warfare have 
been known to call it a session; and the nnscrupulons hardihood might 
be traceable to a foregone conclusion which the Calcutta Foreign Office 
could not eheerfully abaudon. It is, at any rate, sufficiently clear that 
Lord Halhonsie’s intemperate hint to the Nizam (which was eEcited in 
the House of Commons) that British power was ‘ able to crush him a^ 
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its will, is not inconsistent with a stringoiicj of original design in 
advance of the actual result. In fact, a cession of territory in perpe- 
tuity was proposed ; but, as the substitution of an assigMiineiit, and 
ratification of it by Treaty, were the work of ‘a little inontii’, the over- 
tnro may be regarded as a }>ro formd experiinent upon approved long- 
suffering. By this Treaty, concluded the 21st of llaj 1853, the Nizam 
assigned, in trust to tlie British Goveriuucut, Berar and the border dis- 
tricts down to Sholaporo, with the l)oa,b iKdaveen tlie Kistna and 
Raichore, the Honourable Company (little dreaming of iinpeuding dis- 
solution) agreed to maintain, out of ills ilii/kr^ess's revenues, an 
Auxiliary Force of not less than 5, IKK) Infantry, 2, UOO Cavalry, and^nur 
batteries of Artillery, entitled the llyilerabad Contingent. 

‘^‘laithful accounts of recei|tts and ex|)eiuU(nre, yearly, were expli- 
citly promised, together with regular payment to the Nizam of any 
surplus revenue. He was also released from iialulity to further levy 
in time of war, and from immediate payment of the debt. Now, the 
charge upon the princely revenue, in respect of tlio Contingent, was 
gradually reduced, as heretofore stated, to 24 lakhs; and 8 lakhs (or four 
annas per ru[)ee) was subsequently pronounced by Lord Canning to be 
an ample proportion for civil management. It has, by the wiijq been 
publicly asserted, and never denied, tiiat two annas (per rupee col- 
lected) was the nnderstanding with wliich the Nizam made over his 
possessions in 1853, and that such excess of expenditure between 1853 
and 1860 was accepted by him as a set-oil* against the debt of 50 lakhs, 
ostensibly due by His Highness, for liquidation of which 'WO held the 
Berar districts in trust ; or, in other xYords, the majestic surrender of 
the bond in 1860 was, in point of fact, illusory. But, accepting the 
double Iiaul in 1860 as justifiable, the surplus revenue due, under 
Treaty, to the Nizam should now be yearly at least 18 laklis. Of this^ 
enormous sum (multiplied, that is, by the gradual increase in' inter- 
vening years from 32 lakhs to 50) not a single rupee, down to the 
close of last year, Iiad found its way to his treasmy. The civil 
management, in fact, has been so over-zeaious to ratify its distinctive 
epithet, in unbounded civility to tlie nominees of patronage, that the 
permissive clauses of the Treaty have been' practically strained into 
absorption of the gross revenue. Tliis, too, in presence of Bord Can- 
ning’s ■ re'Corded admission that the Nizam ought not to. be charged 
more' for administration, than the cost of his own provinces, or of those 
'Under British vule. ,To these direct i*esults,',of the assignment, of^' Berar 
^ must be added an incidentalinjustice 'which niaterially and 'permanently '' 
: 'agg,ravated' the drain upon, a burdened revenu'e. Oir assuming the 
,territory, we-, indiscriminately' dismissed the „Native officials, replacing 
'' them with appointments 'of ^ own. /Many of the families thus 
pitilessly ejected had a traditional (quad hereditary) claim upon the 
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local magistracy and collectorships ; and they were consequently, 
together with still needier dependents, thrown upon the State, whose 
pensioners (at the capital) many of them remain to this day, a horde of 

embarrassii} g i dlers. 

ClosG upon tlie ratification of tlais Treaty — the signing of "wliicli is 
said to hawe broken his heart— followed the death of the Minister 
Sooraj-ool-Moolb, who was immediately succeeded by his nephew, 
Salar Jung, the present upright and enlightened premier adviser of the 
Nizam. Of the importance of his services, alike to his master and to 
England— especially during the mutiny — a chronicler of the period 
can hardly write too warmly. Combining with a chivalrous spirit, and 
a rare cultivation in the arts and learning of many countries beyond 
his own, that aptitude for polities and administration which marks a 
horn leader of his fellow men, this genuine Asiatic worthy is probably 
destined, if spared, to regenerate and uplift his country, as he has 
already approved himself her preserver from internal dissension and 
fi om irretrievable financial disorder. The value, too, of a character so 
high-toned and exemplary, in guiding and elevating the aims of other 
ISative Ministers, is not to be lightly estimated. Next after the health 
of the Nizam, should certainly stand that of his true Excellency, 
Salar Jung, as an element of vital import to the State and its foreign 
i-elations. 

The appointment of Colonel Davidson to the Residency, in April 
1857, and the death of iJTasii'-ood-Dowlah in the following May, ai^e the 
next events of importance; and, with .the accession of Afznhood-Dowlah, 
the reigning Mzam, arrives the eve of the great mutiny. 

With the incidents of that terrible ordeal this recital is not specially 
concerned, beyond such as illustrate the steadfast, invaluable fidelity of 
the U^^izam and his excellent Minister, together with the signal services 
of the Hyderabad Contingent — a supremely fortunate combination 
which, steadying the Deccan on the one hand and despatching swift 
succour northward on the other, was probably the salvation of British 
India. The Contingent, we learn, was first launched against the 
fortress of Dhar,*which by forced marches they reached just after the 
escape of the reheh garrison, but in time to follow in pursuit. This 
I’apid movement and essential service is reasonably alleged as a claim 
(still unsatisfied) upon the Dhar booty; especially as it was followed 
up by the speedy and signal success of overtaking the fugitives, m 
route to Neemuch, and capturing a battery of eight guns (that of Mahid- 
pore) which would otherwise' have served the mutineers. This timely 
arrest certainly prevented a second Cawnpore tragedy at Heemuch, 
and probably — in crippling the rebel forces at a critical juncture — 
materially affected the ultimate issue of the war. For the successful 
result of this, their initiative (laipwn as, the action at Rawul), the 
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Niizam’s Cavalry were ordered an extra (or Ixiita) of live rupees a 
month to eacli man during* the remainder of field service ; and it is 
nothing short of humiliating to have to add that, with a symmetrical 
cooiness peculiar to that sultry clime, the discliarge of this impulsive 
obligation was left to the pliable ISTizani. In their junction with Sir 
Hugh Rose at Saugor,aiid in assisting to foi'Ce the pass of Miiddenpore — 
at the capture of Talbeit and fall of Jhansi — at the decisive action of 
Koonch, gained under the fiercest strength of a tropical sun — and in a 
final demonstration against Tantia Topee; — in eacli and all were tlie 
efficiency and resistless dash of the Coutingeiit conspicuously dis- 
playedd Nor are these brilliant latter-day services without a worthy 
counterpart in others, long anterior, of their predecessors in the 
Mahratta war. Those exploits, as well as earlier successes against 
Tippoo, were duly rewarded by division of acquired territory, in con- 
formity with the Treaty of 1 790 ; but in the results of the mutiny, as 
in the already noted case of Kurnool, tlic effect of that iincanceiled 
compact may be looked for in vain — a contrast deplorably suggestive 
of greed elated by security. 

“ The incidents available to exemplify the Nizam’s fidelity — which, 
in many ways, appears to have been sorely tried — are generally signifi- 
cant of utmost alacrity, zealously seconded by Iiis Minister (who, inter 
alutf secured for us the devotion of the Arab mercenaries, in arrest of 
mutineers and otherwise), to anticipate and crush the seething disaffec- 
tion of the mob by condign punxslimeiit of xingleaders. This earnest 
of thorough goodwill was specially afforded in preconcerted measures^ 
fbr defence of the Residency, when attacked (on tlie memorable 17th 
of July) by a band of Rohilla insurgents, one of whose leaders was 
shot dead during the repulse, while the othei’ — ^Moulavi Alla-oo-deen — 
was immediately accommodated with a free passage to one of the 
Andaman islands, where, it is satisfactory to add, he remains. It is, 
moreover, on record that Colonel Davidsonj with laudable vigiknee, 
caused the Nizam to be narrowly watched, and so ascertained that 
emissaries had vainly endeavoured to shake his inflexible allegiance. 

*^The loyal devotion of His Highness was finally displayed in ready 
consent, during the mutiny, to a counterpoise of suspected danger from, 
the' Sepoys at S.ecnBderabad, by material addition to the B.riMsh, Poree. 

. 'Jt; In .connection with this memorable campaign may be quoted 'the test!-'' 
,in.bny;borne^byan evidently well-informed' writer (**Anti-Anne»tion'’) on 
fte..Ar'my of India, inflie Dailg Wew$.ot the'"'2fith of Becember'Mtimo, 'who 
coi*dialiy singles 'out Colonel Abbott, of the Contingent, as a eonaummahi 
handler of Irregular, Cavalry, with reference to poss£ble''employm.ettt of such 
force in the East of Europe. 

^ Under the able command of Colonel Briggs, on the Steffi of the Beeidency, 
and for many years employed in the Oontingent Service. ' * . 
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The personal and instrunjental aid of the Nizam throughout this direst 
of trials is as clearly and completely evident as the relief of Lucknow, 

or the dethronement of the Great Mogul. How it was recognised or, 

rather, how rewarded — is the remaining point for attention. 

“The usual preliminary conviction that something must he done 
appears to have been arrived at with moderate expedition. So early as 
March 1858, Colonel Davidson recommended that rewards should be 
conferred upon the Nizam, and upon certain members of his Court, in 
recognition of recent services ; and the Governor-General took no more 
than eleven months for action upon this timely hint. 

“In July 1860, the promise was at last fulfilled by formal presenta- 
tion of English manufactured articles, amounting in value to a lakh of 
rupees, or £10,000. To the Nizam’s uncle, and to his Minister, Salar 
Jung, £3,000 each, in the like medium, accompanied in the latter case 
by the Governor ■ General’s express recognition of “ his ability, courage, 
and firmness”, and by the cordial thanks of the Government. Other 
functionaries also were proportionately gratified. It must not, however, 
be forgotten that, in return {satis superque) for the £10,000 worth of 
gifts to himself, His Highness forwarded, for the acceptance of the 
Governor- General, presents valued at £15,000, which are ^quietly 
inurned’ in the Imperial Treasury, against future indulgence in impul- 
sive generosity to other serviceable connections. The substantial return 
for value received in fidelity and active support was a formal remission 
of the old debt (whose circumstances are fresh in the reader’s recollec- 
tion) of fifty lakhs, together with surrender of Dharaseo and Raichore 
— a fragment of the security assigned in 1858 — and transfer of Shora- 
pore, which, by rebellion of the late Rajah, had nominally reverted to 
the British Government. Nominally only, because that sumesthan, or 
principality, was a recognised fief of Hyderabad, and we had no valid 
claim to the lapse thus ostentatiously made over to its rightful owner. 
Of the Exalted Order of the Star of India, with which His Highness 
was invested in the following November, the less, perhaps, said the 
better, as the gift was not only prohibited by a cardinal tenet of his 
faith, but obnoxious to Native feeling and prejudices, affording a mis- 
chievous handle for scuxTilous placards and other signs of disaffection.^ 
Primd facie^ this was a liberal, not to say lavish, arrangement ; but 
the benevplent-uncle aspect of the affair wholly disappears under exami- 
nation of the supplemental Treaty concluded in the same year. For it 
imperatively exacted a cession of territory on the left bank of the 

1 The delay of this investiture was attributable to reluctance on the part 
of the Nizam, which, notwithstandi'ng religious and political reasons “of 
strong prevailment” he finally yielded on learning that the honoured n^me 
of the late Prince Consort was at the head of the Order, 



APPENDIX. 


479 


Godavery, wortli (reckoning woodland and foi^est) at least the half- 
million professedly relinquished in remission of the whole debt, which, 
ho'wevei’, was really taken out — as formally admitted by Lord Canning 
— in the extra two annas per rupee for civil management, as agreed in 
1853. We, therefore, de facto, remitted with one hand, and gripped an 
equivalent with the other ; wliile the restitution of Dharaseo and 
Raichore left us secured (for Contingent and for Civil management) to 
the extent of thirty-two lakhs, wdth so much of calcnljited margin that 
British management (including manipulation of the surplus) has since 
raised it to little short of fifty. That the Berar Commissioners -are, in 
effect, instrumental to a scheme and policy of injustice, nowise detracts 
from the marked ability with which they have administered this 
vast seed-field, and the substantial improvement which they have 
produced; in which connection may be appositely cited an emphatic 
recognition in the Bombay Times of tlie co-operative efforts of the 
late Besident, Sir George Yule — one of the few Civilians who are 
thoroughly qualified, by peculiar aptitude and length of service, for 
any post (not excluding the highest) in India. In the preliminary 
negotiations, moreover, we tried liard — so hard, indeed, that the Nizam 
was on the point of throwing them up in disgust^ — to obtain the power 
of managing Berar through whatsoever agency we might please to 
select ; and, although tins experiment was discreetly abandoned (partly, 
it has been stated, in default of a supple agent), his consent was 
ultimately extorted, tiot without undignified higgling*, to administration 
by our Eesiclent at Hyderabad, without audit, and with elastic latitude 
in expenditure. 

It is thus apparent that, from first to last, a retrospect of our rela- 
tions with the Nizam should be carefully avoided by resolute sticklers 
for the perfection of, British rule. Few chapters of its history, it is to 
be hoped, are so calculated to tax either the credulity of ' devotees, or 
the versatile audacity of hirelings. Nor are significant mdicatioii's far 
to seek that its already sinister look will be Beriou.sly smirched by the 
Parliamentary return in store for them. ■ The omission, for instance, of 
Colonel " Davidson’s * political section’, or review, in his published 
despatch for 1861-62, looks very like tlie suppression , broadly insinuated, 
(nor, yet /denied) in, the Timu of India,' of the.Brd of April ,1866, and is- 
scarcely accountable on other surmise, inaHmuch as tlie hiatus ispeoulian 
to that year. 'The obvious inference is that an honest review of ■ recent, 

■ policy may have proved ;unpa1atable, and that it was quietly pigeon- 
'holed with 'other dead men’s tales-^ There is at least as valid reason 

"7', Au'.aO'Cidenta! 'delay'iu preparation of these pages for the press has 
opportunely '.reserved" them, \Yor: #gnal\ confirmation of the surmite, in a 
recently', /published" letter“--disclosing an abstract of the m»ing section--^ 
,',,, 'lor, which fhe reader is' 'Uow, referred 'to page 48'L , 
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to suppose that daylight would be deprecated in the case of a long 
correspondence which must have preceded the final arrangement of 
i860; for it is notorious that the Eesident was so little disposed to 
effectuate the original scheme (of managing the district ah extra) that, 
before he was himself aware of the Grovernment design, it had reached 
the ears of the iTizam. It is, therefore, we repeat, not at all improbable 
that the treatment which our faithful Ally has endured within the last 
twenty years will be voted uglier and shabbier still before it is quite 
done with. His claim, to be sure, is strong enough, without fishing for 
shabbiness below the surface ; for the salient case of Berar is, ah initio^ 
redolent of that taint. The district fell to him in 1804, as his due share 
of Mahratta spoil, under the convention of 1790; and to take it back, 
in trepidation for usurious arrears, was assuredly the reverse of hand- 
some. But, waiving a charge not likely to smite the corporate con- 
science of diplomacy, it must be finally reiterated that the claim so 
pressed upon the Hizam is, in equity, fundamentally bad and untenable. 
The Contingent which we forced him to maintain — in an excess of 
strength and costliness, on our own subsequent showing, as forty to 
twenty-four — expressly contemplated a time of war; whereas it had 
been maintained at our instance, and kept at our call, through no less 
than thirty-three peaceful years at the time (1853) of our exacting 
security for the arrears it had inevitably entailed. 

‘‘Hot wishing to bring down upon this iteration the robust expletive 
associated with Prince HaFs, the writer forbears to retrace the man- 
oeuvring duplicity of 1860, and the intervening encroachment upon the 
terms of that stringent bargain, which have just been treated in detail. 
Enough, it appears to him, has been cited to fix the Government of 
India — down to last summer at least — with systematic one-sided reci- 
procity, and with quasi-chronic disregard of Treaty obligations which • 
are patent and unrepealed. Self-condemned, indeed, for retention of 
Berar stands the India Office, in Lord Halifax’s official acknowledgment 
of the Bhootan Treaty. ‘ The existence’, he remarks, ‘of a strong 
Government in the neighbouring, States, and the prosperity of their 
subjects, are among the best securities for the permanent peace of our 
frontiers. To deprive the Government of a contiguous country of the 
means of enforcing its authority over its chiefs and functionaries, and of 
compelling them to execute the engagements which it has entered into 
for the maintenance of the peace and security of bur country, can inno 
rwe be sound policy. In this view it would not be advisable to impair 
the resources of the Bhootan State.’ Substituting Hyderabad for 
Bhootan, this utterance of abstract wisdom may be fairly claimed as 
distinctly and logically tending to the restitution of Berar; for, while 
no candid judge of the situation can doubt that, plus that fair district, 
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tlie Mzani would easily satisfy our claim for a Contingent at tlie reduced 
rate, it is still more certain that our Iiold of it weakens his executive 
power and grievously impairs his resources.^ To infer the effect of 
adherence to such treatment on the hTative populations, and on the 
policy and temper of their chiefs, is more easy than pleasant^ — less 
pleasant still to confront the future which, in default of prompt and 
ungrudging redress, it is providing for our Indian Empire. The day 
ni<ay be nearer at Imnd than is now discernible to complacent acqui- 
escence in the system, (unless stirred by the salutary portent of a new 
order of Indian Secretaries), when the nobles and gentry of England 
may find themselves vainly repenting of indifference to the wrongs and 
plaints of a landed aristocracy at least as ancient as their own. 

“ In tlie hope that he has moderately succeeded in tlie primary aim 
to be readable, tlie winter now commends to reflection, and, wherever 
possible, to active sympathy, the monitoiy lesson of this ‘ abstract and 
brief chronicle,^ witli the rebuke of misused autliority which it too 
plainly implies. In urging the appeal, he is sensible of present dis- 
advantage in an attitude of patient expectancy which the world is 
too ready to ignore, and in prediction of dangers less urgent, ostensibly, 
than such as are suiOficient for the day. He will not, however, despair 
of English opinion, once faixdy informed and aroused, as inadequate 
and helpless to insure for the weak that measure of justice which, in 
view of a menacing background, its oi*gans are eager to concede. If 
full-blooded Swagger, ever tlie first to come, must needs be first served 
at the counter of a nation of shopkeepers, it is now, he submits, Ml 
time that the patient abiding of the meek be remorsefully beckoned to 
the front for long overdue attention.’’ 


From The May 18th, 1867, 

TEE INDIAH DILEMMA. 

Sir, — I find myself, unexpectedly, at liberty to ■ fortify the case of 
the Nimm of Hyderabad, (which you kindly enabled me to' plead, iiva 
letter' under., this ' head, on the 2nd of March), w/th a' full confirmatioa 
of, the hint quoted from,' the Times of India, vk. — that Colonel David-, 
son’s, 'Administrative'' Deport for 1862 was purposely curtailed at head- 
'quarters of' its' .,‘ political 'section’, or summary of recent Calcutta 
policy. In fact, I'am'releas'ed^ from intended reservation of the iden- 
tacal document by/'Opportune is'sue of the enclosed printed letter from a 

^ Which, nevertheless, do not deter His Highness from munifieent support 
of English educational plans at Hydembad, or from the extr^i strain of 
20,000 mouths fed during the famine*, ' ' ' ' ; ■ ' 

' ' ' , ' T I . ’ 
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native gentleman to Sir Henry Rawlinson, wliicli, yon will perceive, 
to some extent anticipates the expected Parliamentary return, and 
leaves no motive for awaiting it. Referring to the ostensible re’vvard 
(m I860) of the Nizam’s services, he states that ‘ Colonel Davidson 
remarked, in the political section of his Report for the year 1862, that 
the restoration of two of the assigned districts was no reward fm- 
his valuable services, nor was the retention of his other districts by 

any means justifiable; but tJie Calcutta Foreign Office suppresses this 
section,’' 


‘‘The writer, sir, has presumably seen one of the few unmutilatcd 
copies of the despatch m question, which rumour has long declared to 
be extant. One, at any rate, has found its way to these fingers ; and, 
if you can oblige me with requisite space, I will no longer delay to 
notify (in substance) this remarkably frank and suggestive dic-ost of 
our dealings with the Nizam, which the Indian Government forLre or 
omitted to publish with the remainder of the Report— the death of 
Colonel Davidson, observe, having intervened, and the tenour of the 
missing (thirty) paragraphs being as adverse and damagin!? as mio-ht 
consist with official decorum. ^ 


1 , the report. No. 26, dated Hyder- 

abad, 27th June 1862, is devoted to a review of the Treaty of I860 
and Its beany upon British interests. Glancing a’ the unscrupulous 
discontent of certain ‘public writers’ with our non-acquisition of 
Bey inyry nity-which he dismissed as simply regardless of right- 
CoW Davidson proceeded to point out that the inducements ofeed 
to the Nizam for surrender of his fairest province were inadequate and 
(by mplication) illusory. Relinquishing Raichore and Dahmsoo we 

Trettv oAStTV for all our claims under’ the 

Treaty of 1853 which assigned those districts ; and—havin^ obtained 

such seynty— we had no pretext for retaining them. Wef moreover 
receded, mperpetmtp, a district on the left bank of the Godaver of 
ranteidyble mtnnsic value, and specially important as commaSing 
the hydraulic works on that river. The additional transfer of Shoraporb 
restitution of what did not belong to us^if a 
pnypahty formerly annexed to Hyderabad by the Treaty of 1817 
and none of our interventions (which are recited in detail) had impaired 
the Nizam s syerey^ nights over the territory ; while from any^claim 
t forfey re^ by yelhon of the tributary Rajah in 1867, wl were 
clearly barred by the same Treaty. ■ were 

.^l^olddebt^fi%^I^^ 

Colonei ya,vidson observed that it was distinctly repudiated by the 

present Nizayy i^y Ms father, on the ground of counter! 

SZd °%t wf ^ot bin recognised nor 

refuted. It was, therefore, not to be wondered at that our AUy failed 
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to regard tla© liberality of the Government in cancelling a disputed 
debt, as spontaneous and unequivocal remission. 

Finally, be called to remembrance — ^in terms wliicb tbe coming 
light may show to have been calmly ironic — ^tliat sucli restoration and 
remission were designed in recognition of Ms Highness’s services 
during the revolt of 1857-8, quietly adding that to have alluded at such 
a time to the most remote possibility of coercion for obtaining that 
which he was so resolutely bent on withholding, was not, of course, to 
be thought of. 

The significance of this paragraph might easily be heightened, and 
the papers called for by Sir Fitzroy Kelly will fully prove that coercion 
(after mutineers had ceased from troubling) was not absolutely 
un thought of ; but, in presence of the dominant topic which just now 
engrosses political columns, I must not further presume upon your 
approved indulgence. 


“May 6, 1867. 


“ I am, etc., 






ADDITIONAL APPENDIX. 


After completing the main portion of my labours in connection 
with this work, it occurs to me tliat there are some points which T 
have either passed over or not laid sufficient str’ess upon, and which, 
therefore, may now appropriately be summari.sed aiid added here. 

When I first joined my appointment at Hyderabad as one of 
the Political Assistants, I was, to some extent, familiar with the 
history of the Residency, owing to my having been so much there 
while my father was in office, and again afterwards when Colonel 
Outhbert Davidson succeeded him as Resident, for I married the 
latter’s niece. Miss Catherine Jane Davidson, of Cantray in Inver- 
ness-shire, and eventually became Colonel Davidson’s Assistant. 

I joined the Nizam’s Cavalry (as it was then called) in 1853, 
the year in which the Districts were assigned to the British 
Government, and I accompanied the Force which proceeded to 
take possession of the Raichore Doab, With the Hyderabad Con- 
tingent I remained until the termination of the mutiny in 1858, 
when I was transferred to the Court of Hyderabad, in consetiuence 
of a letter from the Resident, who, after recording my services 
during the late campaign in Central India, informed the Govern- 
ment of India that he had reason to know tliat my connection^ 
with the Residency would be acceptable to the Hyderabad Durbar. 
My services with the Contingent enabled me to obtain a thorough 
knowledge of the class of gentlemen with whom I should hereafter 
associate, because numerous relatives of our soldiers were friends 
and companions of H.H. the Nizam and his Nobles. In those 
•days men of position and family eagerly sought service in our 
ranks.) Since then, however, these soldiers, of whom what , has 
been written is mostly favourable, have suffered (as recorded by 
a Resident of Hyderabad recently) “gross injustice at the hands 
of some officers”, and what I shall state hereafter in regard to 
irregularities still going on, .will, I trust, convince the Govern- 
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ment that their orders are not being fully acted up to. The 
instructions of Government are highly creditable and proper, but 
their orders are not properly executed. The General officers 
sent to command the Contingent are gallant soldiers, and, doubt- 
less, for command in the Eegnlar Army they are eminently 
qualified. Trained, however, under the regular system, they 
are disposed to change one they can little understand or appre- 
ciate. The Hyderabad Contingent being a Political Porce, 
there are considerations in that State Department which require 
to be duly weighed before any new system is introduced; and 
some of the remarks I feel bound to make will show that for 
years past much of my time has been occupied in the endeavour 
to guard the ancient Hyderabad Cavalry system from innovations 
or alterations proposed by military authorities sent to us from 
Bengal. To enable the readers of this work to understand the 
difference of the two systems, i.e., Hyderabad and Bengal, I append 
the following note. 


THE HYDEEABAD CAVALEY AND ITS SILLADAEEE 

SYSTEM. 

In 1853 the Hizam’s Army was transferred to the British 
Government by a Treaty concluded in that year, when the Hyder- 
abad Districts, now known as the Berars, were assigned to the 
British Government for the support and maintenance of the Eorce 
now termed the Hyderabad Contingent, composed of four regi- 
ments of Cavalry, four Batteries of Artillery, and six regiments of 
Infantry. This Eorce, it was arranged, was to be under the control 
of the Eesident as hitherto, its organisation remaining on the 
Irregular system, as a local Force. So the Contingent under the 
British Government did not lose its peculiar features as they 
■existed prior to the transfer. The scale of Establishments was 
revised at that time with a view to retrenchment, but the several 
regulations governing the interior economy and discipline remained 
the sanie. The Hyderabad Cavalry was organised on the Silla- 
daree system ; i.e., any member of the Force had the privilege, if 
a man of property, of owning a number of Horse Assamees, i.e., 
horses, with the right of nominating soldiers, called “ Bargheers”, 
to ride them, drawing from Government a fixed allowance for each 
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liorse, feeding and iiiaintaining them and riders. This principle 
existed at the time of transfer ; no cliange was contemplated at that 
time, nor was any suggested until many years after. It enabled 
the Government to maintain a body of efficient Cavalry without 
incurring expense or risk in purchase of horses; and;, by the 
simple arrangement of a monthly payment per head, they were 
relieved of any necessity of caring for tlie regular su])ply of 
remounts, and saved the heavy expense of keeping up large 
establishments for that purpose. On the other hand, the liiilitary 
classes of the country, having money to invest, find suitable 
employment for it and for tliemselves on objects wliicli are con- 
genial to their tastes, and at tlio same time produce a profitable 
return on their outlay. The soldier who thus invests his money 
throws his whole interests, both personal and pecuniary, in the 
balance with the Government he serves ; renders himself a loyal, 
useful, and trustworthy retainer, and removes himself from the 
temptation to join the evil- disposed, who, having no such property 
OX' interest at stake, might abandon their standard in time of 
peril, or during a crisis such as the Indian Mutiny of 1857-58, 

Irregular Cavalry can be organised on two different systems, 
viz., the “ Silladaree’', as with the Hyderabad Contingent, and the 
Khudaspa”, as in the Bengal Army. 

The Silladaree’^ system admits of a soldier being the owner of 
more than one horse in a Cavalry Eegiment, and liaviiig the right 
of nomination of the troopers, or riders of his extra liorse or horses 
these riders being approved as efficient soldiers like himself. 

The Khudaspa” system permits a soldier to become the owner 
of the horse lie rides, and of no more. 

From my previous writings it wiE be perceived that, so far as 
Hyderabad is 'Concerned, I am in fiivoiir of the former system 
in preference to the latter, and for many masons. Among^ other 
arguments in favour of the single horse and trooper proprietorship,'^ 
it is advanced that such a soldier rides Ms own horse, and, therefore,: 
takes' an, additional interest. in. its well-being, spends miorem'oney 
on. its food, and is; careful to niaintaiii'at all times its good condition:; 
on'';'tIie""Other'hand, an impression exists that a trooper, or rider, of 
''another 'maMs, horse 'cannot 'be expected to devote so much care and 
'attention to the animal he rides, and, therefore, that the ** l^hu- 
daspa'h or single-horse system, should succeed better than the other. 

a 2 ' 
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This impression, however, in my opinion, is fallacious, as the 
care and condition of their 'horses is a matter of discipline which 
all Irregular Cavalry ofhcers have been able to insist upon and 
maintain. The idea, no doubt, may be traced to the fact that 
British officers coining from England, with knowledge of their own 
Cavalry, and notions as regards organisation and discipline, expect 
to .find something of the same sort in Native Irregulars. But 
experience has shown, and will show, that Indian circumstances, 
climatic influences, and natural proclivities of the Indian soldier, 
demand a special and different treatment, and everything that 
suits a British trooper will not answer with him. Keeping this in 
mind, it will not be hard to prove some of the erroneous impres- 
sions held in favour of the Khudaspa’' system. 

In the first place, in regiments organised on that principle, the 
burden of procuring Cavalry recruits is placed on the commanding 
officer, who sends out recruiting parties, and these of course procure 
recruits without capital, or such as are obliged to borrow for 
appearance’ sake. Such a recruit has to commence his soldier’s 
life with a debt of 400 rupees and more. A portion of this is a 
private loan, the rest being advanced by a Government fund which 
exists for this purpose. Then this impecunious trooper has to pay 
instalments towards liquidation of his debt in two or more different 
places, and he finds that he has actually to starve himself to enable 
him to meet the demands on his small monthly allowance. These 
are the liabilities he incurs, out of thirty-five Hyderabad rupees 
(equal to thirty Government rupees) per month : — 

R. A. p. 

Subscription, to Government Fund . .300 



towards Horsekeeper’s pay 

3 0 

0 



Forge Fund 

0 8 

0 



Bheestee (Water) 

0 10 

0 


)? 

Forage 

3 0 

0 

»> 


Grain for Horse and 





Pony 

9 4 

0 

Extras 

, 

- 

0 10 

0 


20 0 0 

Instalment of Government Debt .600 

Uniform and Accoutrements . . .3 0 0 (for 4 years) 

Balance for Food and Private Debt • .600 


35 0 0 
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It will be seen ' from this account that a recruit has only six 
rupees per mensem left him for his own nourishment for a period of 
four years, and although after that long probation he obtains twelve 
rupees for his own personal use, yet the hardships lie has borne mean- 
while, are poorly compensated for by this relief, which is generally 
lessened by his having to maintain a family of his own. In this 
position lie is not a bit better off‘ than the '' Karglieer'’, who gets 
his pay clear of all encumbrances, while he has not had the pull 
of four years' privations. The Khudaspa", pinched by these priva- 
tions, only lacks the opjiortunity to starve his horse instead of him- 
self. He is known not to allow any chance of doing so to slip by, 
and this necessitates vigilant supervision on the part of Squad 
Dutfedars (non-commissioned officers) when tlie horse of a '' single 
proprietor" is getting his food. The Klindaspa", moreover, is so 
surrounded by restrictions in regard to the treatment of his horse, 
as well as the ^‘Syoe" and pony towards whose keep lie contributes, 
that he has already become aware that his '‘ownership" of the 
horse he rides is practically a myth. He finds, under present 
regulations, that, although he has contributed, or is doing so, 
towards the price of his horse, he has actually no power to use it, 
or the pony, or the “Syce", in any other way than that ordered by 
Ms superior officer. He is not consulted in the purchase of a 
horse suitable to himself, but he is simply allotted one, wliicli he 
must groom and keep in condition, and which he must resign at 
the will of his superior officers. Here, again, he is no better off in 
any respect tlian a “ Bargheer", or trooper, who rides another pro- 
prietor's horse, and wlio, without dej^ositing 400 rupees, enjoys no 
less advantages tlian the single-horse proprietor. 

A man in possession of 400 rupees will not offer liimself as a 
recruit for the Cavalry unless Ms' relations are already in the cor|>s, 
•the' simple reason being' that he, as an .outsider, will gain, less 'by" 
' /investing, that sum in 'the regiment than.^out'of ,it. The' case is''' 
'different with a man 'offering himself for the 'position ' of ''Silladar, 
^or'.owner ol;''more, horses than O'ne. He'hitnself secures at once a 
respectable position in corps, commands the prospect of rising 
’ to"a commissioh,; and; not,^ only finds .employment for the investment 
of his money, but also secures a reasonable income, owing to the 
feasibility of working his “ Fagah''^ or number of horses, with 
greater economy. Tliese are certainly singular advantages to him- 
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self, but in tliem also will be found a corresponding profit and 
advantage to Government. We not only secure tlie services of a 
respectable and perhaps powerful retainer, but also assure ourselves 
of the loyalty of his party, the troopers of his horses being generally 
his own relations and friends. A Silladar, in fact, possesses a 
directj personal, social, and influential heavy stake on the side of 
the Government he serves — a stake of such importance as to render 
him, his family and troopers, more loyal to the State in troublous 
times ; while the single-horse owner has, perhaps, his 400 rupees, 
accumulated under privations, and no other interest, in the Govern- 
ment or its concerns. In proof of this, read the history of the 
SiUadars of Hyderabad during the mutiny, and compare it with 
what happened in Bengal. 

Here I tender my thanks to my former chiefs, C. B. Saunders, 
Esq., C.B., Sir Eichard Meade, K.C.S.I., and Sir S. Bayley, K.C.S.I., 
for their uniform courtesy to me while filling the office of their 
adviser. 

When Mr. Saunders was Eesident in 1875, proposals were first 
submitted in view to disturbing the existing organisation of the 
Hyderabad Cavalry, and they commenced officially by the General 
Commanding the Contingent submitting to the Eesident an order, 
which he proposed to issue to the Force, providing for the sale of 
horses belonging to pensioners or outsiders not in the service, and 
restricting future proprietorship to ten horses only ; present Silladars- 
of any number of horses not to be interfered with, so long as they 
remained in the service. To this the Eesident replied, that the 
absorption of outside Silladars by degrees might be sanctioned, and 
meet with his approval, but restriction of a Silladar to ten horses 
only would change the character of service in the Contingent 
Cavalry, the more so when taken in conjunction with minor reforms 
already introduced and carried out by the General. These regiments 
of Hyderabad, he said, had stood the test of the Mutiny, and, 
although pref)ared for improvements, the Eesident declared that the 
most mature consideration was necessary before any radical change 
was introduced into the system. On the whole, he thought it best 
to take the orders of theGovemment of India on this matter; but 
before doing so, would like to know whether the changes now pro- 
posed by the General, together with those already made, embraced aU 
the reforms he intended to recommend ; or whether, for example, he 
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desired an increase in tlie number of European ofiicers ; also, what 
pay lie would assign to the Native Adjutant created by him, and 
whether a corresponding reduction should be made in that of the 
Eissaldar-Maj or. 

Upon this the Brigadier-General, on 2Gth May 18*75, submitted 
a Memorandum, embodying his proposals of reform in the Hydera- 
bad Contingent. The most important measures contained therein 
were an increase to the number of European officers in Cavalry and 
Infantry, and the very gradual extinction of the Silladaree system 
in the Cavalry. In regard to the latter, he observed that the old 
Bengal Irregular Cavalry was constituted precisely as the Contin- 
gent Cavalry now is, on the Silladaree system, which it was found 
necessary to abolish, and the aim of his present pro])()sal was to do 
carefully and very gradually for the Contingent Cavalry what 
has been done with so much advantage for the sister service. 
Eespecting the increase of British officers, he considered it indis- 
pensably necessary. In his memorandum, the General shows how 
very weak every regiment and battery is in officers, not sufficient, 
in fact, to take the field in any case ; and, as against the idea that 
because the Contingent has got on very well with its present com- 
plement of officers, and needs no more, he urges that the good 
services of these regiments in subsequent engagements were 
attributable to the increased number of British officers attached to 
them, and to the efficient leading of the latter. Further, he adds, in 
the old fighting days there was a British officer to every two com- 
panies, besides the Commanding Officer and Staff ; moreover, there* 
were four Brigadiers and their Staff Officers. 

In concluding this part of his sulyect, he urges that the increase 
of officers is so important, that if the increased expenditure should 
be an obstacle to its being carried out, he would urge a reduction 
in the strength of the whole Force, in order to meet it. 

Coming to the subject of the Silladaree system, the Brigadier- 
General declares that, whatever its merits may have been, its 
usefulness has passed away. The present Silladars have no 
claims on Government for services in the field, but are chiefly 
speculators, pocketing the profits of the soldiers. It was owing to 
them that the prices of "Assamees” have been inflated 200 per 
cent., and the controlling power is in their hands. To show that 
Native officers have too much power and influence under this 
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system, he quotes a General, who wrote twelve years before : '' I 
know of a case where an officer holds sixty Assamees, who actually, 
in 1857, decided whether his regiment was to go on service or not. 
It is true he used his ‘poiocr entirely for the advantage of the State, 
and has always shown hwiscif a loijal and deserving servant of 
Governnunt, but I cannot believe that it is either safe or advisable 
to trust so much in the fidelity of any Native.’’ (Note. — The italics 
are mine, as proving what I said above.) 

‘"The above description”, adds the Brigadier-General, “will 
answer to existing circumstances. The Native officer is alive, 
possesses more Assamees, and more influence than he did when 
those vrords were written.” From paragraph 4 to No. 15 the 
General gives his reasons for recommending the gradual abolition 
of the Silladaree system. Among these are, "" that it is disadvan- 
tageous to the interests of Government and unjust to the soldier. 
The latter does not get his pay nor give any loyalty to the State. 
Bargheers, or troopers, are dissatisfied and inefficient. A Bar- 
gheer cannot become the owner of a horse because he has no 
money.” 

It is needless to point out that under this system the tie 
between man and horse, so essential in all Cavalry, does not, 
cannot, exist. “ Let vested rights”, he says, “ remain untouched ; 
existing Silladars should be permitted to retain their Assamees 
while they remain in the service — not afterwards. The extinction 
of this system would be very gradual ; it would occupy many years. 
.But the measure, however gradually brought into operation, would 
infuse heart and hope into the troopers, who now feel that their 
career is without prospect.” 

The remainder of this Memorandum is taken up with minor 
subjects of detail, or interior economy of requirements, abolition 
of Native bankers, introduction of Bengal accounts, deposit and 
other funds, winding up with composition of regiments, in which 
the General recommends an increased number of other classes 
than Mohammedans, and is strongly in favour of the Sikh element, 
as being a fine race of fighting men. 

The Eesident at Hyderabad answered the General’s communi- 
cation and Memorandum on 10th June 1875, and informed him 
he would submit the whole correspondence, after printing, to the 
Government of India, and requested him to hold in reserve all 
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further measures, involving considerable or important clnniges in 
the constitution of the roree, or in the interior economy and 
discipline of its regiments, which might commit the Government 
to any particular line of policy before its orders were received. 

It will be seen from the above Memorandum that the Ih’igadier- 
General, a Bengal officer, condemns a system which he knows 
little about, beyond that it has stood the test of time and rebellion, 
and proposes to introduce in its stead one that has done neither. 
The tendency of Bengal officers in those days was to suppose that 
all the institutions and organisations in their lh*esidency must be 
superior to those of others ; and even the rude and startling lesson 
of the Mutiny did not altogether remove this idea, for here we 
find a Bengal officer, some years after, recommending the abolition 
of a military organisation which he admits proved itself loyal and 
useful to the State, in favour of a Bengal one, which was the very 
reverse. Such a proposal, in itself, is sufficiently condemnatory, 
and in submitting it, with the GeneraFs Memorandum, to the 
Governor-General, Mr. Saunders’ opinions and expositions of the 
objectionable proposals are both elaborate and crushing. 

Before going to it, however, I will give one more })roof within 
my own knowledge of the loyalty and faithfulness of the ITyderabad 
Cavalry, under the Silladaree system, in the Mutiny in 1857-58. 
At that time there was stationed at a small cantonment, Lingasoo- 
goor, 200 miles from Hyderabad, a small detachment of Cavalry, 
consisting of one Native officer and twenty-five troopers, in addition 
to a regiment of Infantry and two guns. Every soldier of all arms 
was a native of the Noith of India, where rebellion was then raging. 
Sedition was rife in and around the little station, and armed rebels 
were gathering together on the frontiers, Tlie Native officer of 
Cavalry and many of his men came from Delhi, where their 
families were shut up, for it was then besieged. The total number 
of English officers at that station was five, while the Natives 
probably numbered 2,000. Knowing that the Force would probably 
have to take the field, the chief military and civil officers called 
a council of war, inviting all the Native officers of all arms to 
attend. Every man not on duty came. The Council was addressed 
by the civil officer, also a military man, who informed them of 
the latest news from Bengal ; also that the Chief of a neighbouring 
State was about to join the rebels, and the Commanding Officer 
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would shortly call for their services to fight the enemies of the 
State. AVere they and tlieir men ready, at all hazards, and in 
spite of all temptations, to support the cause of the Government 
they served ? Every officer present rose and placed the hilt of his 
sword in the hand of each European officer in turn, and the 
Native Cavalry officer said “ Inshallah 1 we are ready.” A few 
days after, the Cavalry accompanied the guns on service under 
one English officer only, and behaved as well in the field as they 
did in camp. Not one word of discontent or rebellion was heard, 
and those soldiers were faithful and true under tlie most trying 
circumstances that can be conceived. 

On the 3rd July 1875, Mr. Saunders commences his despatch 
by remarking that the General had not been long in command 
before he introduced one or two changes in the Cavalry branch 
without reference to the Eesident, and shortly afterwards began to 
carry out a complete houlcversemcnt of the old system in the 
Hyderabad Cavalry. Hence he interfered, and requested no 
further changes should be made pending orders from Government. 
Changes in interior economy of Cavalry Eegiments, made on the 
Generals own responsibility, will be referred to afterwards for the 
Governor-Generals information, but for the present it is sufficient 
to discuss the Memorandum. The Eesident proceeds to take 
the Generals reasons for abolition of the Silladaree system one 
by one, as he cannot allow an old system to be abolished without 
explaining its nature and objects. He denies that the usefulness 
of the Silladaree system has passed away, and quotes despatches 
of General J. S. Eraser, “ an officer of rare political sagacity, as 
well as extensive military experience”, showing his high opinion 
of the Nizam’s Cavalry under that system, and depi'ecating any 
changes therein. Again General Eraser, in another despatch, says, 
The Nizam’s Cavalry is of a peculiar character, and is, I believe, 
considered as the best of its kind in India.” 

As regards " discipline”, under the Silladaree system, it may be 
admitted not to be such as the General approves ; but that sort 
which is required for Eegular troops is not necessary or judicious 
with Irregular Cavalry, into which the more respectable of ^ the 
warlike classes of India would not enhst under a European system 
of discipline. The General’s next objection is that the Silladaree 
system places too much power in the hands of Native officers. 
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Mr. Saunders remarks that it was made a special object to create 
in these regiments posts as Native officers in the prime of life, — 
posts which, from their duties and responsibilities, ofiicers of 
ability and character might occupy with pride and satisfaction to 
themselves ; and the Iicsident believes that this system has resulted 
in developing an exceptionally high stamj) of Native troop com- 
mander. He (quotes authorities to show that under a Silladaree 
system there is no diiiiculty in recruiting, as these regiments were 
maintained to absorb the military material abounding in tbe State, 
and not to import it from elsewhere. Such charges as '' obstruc- 
tion to efficiency” and “failure before the enemy”, tlie Resident 
remarks, he liad never heard before, and meets them at once by 
quotations from official despatches of Sir Hugh Eose (now Loi^d 
Strathnairn), who states that the Hyderabad Cavalry showed 
admirable steadiness under fire, and tlianks tlie Eesideut most 
cordially for “ having allowed me to have the command of a large 
portion of your Force, which owes so much of its efbcienGy to the 
excellent organisation you introduced. 1 shall alwnvs remember 
the never-failing goodwill which its officers and men displayed 
towards myself, and the good service which they did to the cause 
of my Queen and country.” Eecords like these may be allowed to 
speak for themselves. It seems past dispute that the Contingent 
is now amply competent to perform all the duties devolving on it, 
in connection with the primary object of its formation, viz., the 
defence of the Nizam's own country. It is also on record that on 
the only occasions of its being employed in the held against the 
enemit^s of India, its conduct earned for it the praise and admira- 
tion of its Generals. “Therefore”, says Mr. Saunders, “I really do 
not see any nece*ssity, or even reasonable grounds, wby the reorga- 
nisation of the Hyderabad Cavalry should be undertaken at the 
sacrifice of all those political and other advantage.s which cluster 
round the present system.” He objects strongly to tlie proposal 
that Silladars should be made to dispose of their “Assamees” on 
leaving the service, and quotes the instance of one of the fi.nest 
officers of Cavalry, “ Ahmed Buksh Khan”, whose son, in the same 
regiment, according to natural hereditary right, and the will of his 
father, succeeds to his troops, and horses, and horsemen, in the 
same manner as the knights of old. 

Now, as regards tbe changes introduced in Cavalry arrangements 
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Ly tlie General, one was to order e\’ery Silladar or Barglieer 
to grooiii liis own liorse. In India, wliere Native grooms are always 
kept, it is unnecessary for a trooper to groom liivS horse, but in the 
Nizam’s Cavalry it was a condition of his service that he was 7ioi 
to do so. This change not only caused the greatest vexation to all 
Native troopers, but it really was the thin end of a wedge intended 
to upset the system, root and branch. It had tlie immediate effect 
•of making many Barglieers throw” up our service, send in their 
resignations, and seek emi)loyment in other quarters, and Sir Salar 
Jung told the Eesident that men were applying to enter his 
Cavalry. Other changes, such as cutting down the usual leave for 
Mohammedan festivals, importing saddles from Omonimr (Bengal 
n<gain), and putting the men under stoppages to pay for them, as 
well as for certain alterations in the Horse Lines, were quite 
enough to bring about among the Native Irregular troopers what 
is known as a “ mistake’', but would more properly be translated 
an dmeu^te, which more recently actually occurred in one regiment. 

Thus, Mi*. Saunders laid before the Viceroy all that could be 
said, from his view, in favour of the old system, and did not attempt 
to disguise his appreciation of an organisation established by some 
of the most distinguished of his predecessors. At the same time, 
from a military point of view, he can offer no positive opinion as 
to whether the GeneraFs scheme of reorganisation should be set 
aside, or adopted. All he requests is, if the Silladaree system is to 
be retained, that such general instructions should be laid down by 
H.E. in Council as will obviate the risk of its being impaired from 
time to time by regimental commanders who may happen to con- 
demn it ; on the other hand, if reorganisation is to proceed, he 
trusts that the Silladaree system may not be abolished gradually, 
but at once, in accordance with proposals which he will make for 
.'Suitable compensation in money, or otherwise, to every Native 
officer or soldier now in the Force, who cannot be made to fit into 
a place under the General's system, without present or future 
depreciation of his property, the lowering of his self-respect, or even 
the violation of his national or reasonable prejudices. 

On 10th October 1876, the G-overnment of India requested a 
further and fuller report on the several points mooted ; and before 
this matter went farther, Mr. Saunders had left Hyderabad and 
was succeeded by Sir Richard Meade, who possessed special 
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qualifications to report on tliis matter, as he hail himself served 
]}oth under the “ Pagah” (or Rilladaree) and “ Khudaspa” systems. 

On the 19th Pebruary ISTO, Sir rdeliard jMeade submits his 
report. He first wants to know if the Government deem it proper 
and desirable that the Hyderabad Cavalry should he assimilated in 
organisation and discipline to tlie Regular Army, as that is the 
G-eneral’s intention. He assumes that the character of the Con- 
tingent as a local force, specially kept up for service within 
Hyderabad limits, and neither available for, nor liable to, employ- 
]nent beyond them, except in the contingency described in Treaty 
of 185:5, is not open to doubt or question. He then states, scriafbn, 
all the measures of reform projK^sed by the General, which have 
already been given above by Mr. Saunders, and in the Memorandum, 
and expresses his opinion on each. From his own experience in 
Gwalior under a similar organisation and the same number of 
officers as in tlie , Hyderabad Contingent, he can only say that the 
former was, in all essential respects, efficient for the duties required 
of it, or that could he required of the Hyderabad Contingent within 
the Nizam’s territories, and he cannot endorse the General’s view, 
that an increase of European officers is absolutely necessary. If 
a reduction in strength of the Force is clearly required to ren- 
der it efficient, the saving should be applied to decrease its general 
cost, and not to increase its officers. 

Regarding the General’s poor opinion of the Nati\"e officers 
of the Contingent, Sir E. Meade’s knowledge in other parts lea<ls 
him to believe that, with careful training and selection, a fair pro- 
portion would be found fitted to meet every requirement, and he 
does not concur in the opinion that Native officers are so useless 
and valueless as the General considers them to be. He is not 
prepared to condemn the Silladaree system absolutely. It was that 
originally and universally in force in our Irregular Horse, iu 
which, as in the Contingent up to late years, it answered, on the 
whole, fairly for a long joeriod. Wo were compelled to have recourse 
to it to some extent, when forced to raise a new army during the 
Mutiny, and may have to do so again, if any such convulsion 
recurs. 

Sir E. Meade shares the opinion that an attempted extinction 
of this system will involve a serious interference with the rights of 
property which have been acquired in a duly recognised and sane- 
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tioned state of tilings, and justice demands that such rights should 
not he injured ; and he thinks it will only be possible to bring about 
the change desired by the General very gradually, and, for the 
present, to but a partial extent. He then suggests a number of 
rules which might be adopted with advantage without injustice to 
existing interests. These consist chiefly of all the minor matters 
of detail mentioned in the General’s “Memorandum”, nearly 
all, however, tending to assimilation with the Regular Army. After 
making careful impiiry into the value and price paid for “Assamee” 
in the Hyderabad Cavalry of late years, it was found to have fallen 
to about the worth of a horse and equipment, while in the Nizam’s 
Irregular Horse each Assamee was worth Rs. 1,000, from which it 
may be assumed that the changes already introduced into the Con- 
tingent are unsuited to and unpopular with the military classes of 
the Deccan, who formerly filled its ranks. The General -wishes 
the Cavalry Regiments to consist of three squadrons : one of Deccan 
or Rajputana Mohammedans, one of N.W.P. Mohammedans, and 
one of Sikhs. Sir R Meade does not agree, but is of opinion that 
they should, as far as possible, be recniited from the Deccan, and 
Southern and Central India ; nor does he approve of the General’s 
proposal for annual camps of exercise for Contingent troops. 

Subsequently, Government issued its orders on this subject, and 
I here append the rules which were conveyed to the General Com- 
manding to be carried out in tlie Cavalry Regiments. 

Bides regarding sale and pwcliase of Assamees i/rt the Hyderodad 
Contingent Camlry Becpmmisfakm, from letter No. Q, dated l^th 
Februai’y 1878, Jrom the Besidenf at Hyderabad, to the Secretary 
to the Goverrtmmit of India, Milita/ry Department. 

“ 1. Silladars now in the Service will not be required to reduce the 
number of their assamees now held by them ; but no Silladar will, in 
future, be allowed to acquire by purchqi,se or otherwise, except in the 
case hereinafter mentioned, more than (10) ten assamees, including those 
previously possessed by him. ’ 

“.2. Where a SiUadar is already the holder of (5) five or more assamees, 
he vyill not be at Hberiy to add to that number without the special per- 
mission of his Commanding Officer. 

“ 8. If, on the demise of a Silladar, the heir to his es-tate is serving 
in the regiment, and the assamees held by the deceased become the pro- 
perly of sudb. heir, he shall be allowed to inherit them -without reference 
to the above limitations. 



APPENDIX. 


XV 


“ 4. If tlio heir of a deceased Silladar is not serving in the regiment, 
or is not at once entertained in it, the deceased’s assamees will he sold.* 

“ 5. Dismissal from the Service, or transfer of a Silladar to another 
corps, will involve the sale of his assamees, unless in the latter case they 
are transferred with him. 

“ 6. ISTo person of any class or description, not serving in a regiment, 
will he permitted to hold assamees in such rcginioiit ; and all assamees 
now held in contravention of this rule will bo gradually sold off with 
as much consideration as possible for the interests of the holders. 

“ 7. To enable Commanding Officers to aid deserving Barglicers, who 
desire to become Khndaspahs, by purchasing for them assamees offered 
for sale, or available therefor, under the foregoing rule, an advance of 
a maximum sum not exceeding Rs. (10,000) ten thousand will be 
authoiised for each Corps for tins purpose.” 

These were the only orders sanctioned by Government, and it 
was expected that they would have been generously carried out in 
the spirit in which they wore conceived; but this was not the case. 
So determined was the General to substitute single proprietor 
system for the Silladaree, that he loft no means untried to gain this 
point ; and, on his departure from Hyderabad in 1881, he addressed 
Government direct, and commented on the late Resident’s military 
administration. This letter was forwarded of course to Hydera- 
bad for report ; and, from the voluminous coiTospondciice which 
followed, my readers will understand that for a second time I was 
overwhelmed with work in j)reparing memoranda for the new 
Resident’s consideration. The General told the Government 
he had appealed in vain to the Resident for consideration and 
justice to be shown to the Bargheer class ; and having been 
appointed by the Viceroy for the purpose of reforming the Contin- 
gent (this is not confirmed by official documents), he thinks 
it his duty to bring the whole matter under Government con- 
sideration before surrendering his command. Now, it will be 
seen from this that the GeneraBs advocacy has been in favour 
of one elms of persons as against another, instead of a larger and 
more comprehensive support of a Bengal military system, as against 
one which, in my opinion, is not only superior, but far better 

* Ifc has been arranged, however, that in the event of an heir to such 
property showing promise of becoming a good soldier, he being a minor at 
the time, that the estate be held in trust until he join the ranks. 
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adapted to Hyderabad and its Cavalry. In support of this view, 
and at the request (see extract entered hereafter) of Sir S. Bayley, 
then Eesidenth I drew up a Memorandum embodying once more all 
the opinions I originally held, hold now, and will continue to hold 
on this matter. 

Memorandiion hy Colonel Hastioigs Fraser, Military Secretary to the 
Resident at Hyderahad. 

When the question of the Silladari system was first mooted, I placed 
my views on the subject before the Resident, Mr. Saunders, who 
generally accepted them, and subsequent events proved that they were 
not entirely at variance with the orders which were issued to the Force 
after approval by the Government of India. 

“ I have, notwithstanding all that has been urged against this 
system, continued to hold the same opinion, and am still fully convinced 
that the requirements of the times neither demand nor justify changes 
being made in the Silladari system of the Hyderabad Contingent 
Cavalry without giving full compensation to Siiladars, should it be 
proposed to take their assamees from them at a valuation ; but I sin- 
cerely trust that I may show cause why it will be a better policy to 
encourage the retention of our old system, rather than destroy it. 

“ The constitution of the Contingent Cavalry is peculiar, and differs in 
so many ways from that of the Regular Army, that exceptional 
measures, in which usages of the Force have not been lost sight of, 
are always deemed necessary for the administration of the Contingent 
Cavalry. 

‘‘ Unlike other regiments raised in times of emergency, and made up 
of men of all classes and nationalities, and, in some cases, disbanded 
when no longer required, the Contingent Cavalry is a kind of terri- 
torial regiment (a scheme the Secretary of State for War is now 
introducing into the British service), whose interests are confined to 
the country to which they belong, and from the military class of which 
they are to be recruited. 

“These regiments were formed from small parties or squadrons 
maintained, and invariably commanded, by the chiefs and nobility of 
the country, who eventually settled down and became Silladars in the 
newly-formed regiments, the men of which were already equipped, and 
were good riders probably from their youth. All that Government 
had to do was to place a European officer in command of each regi- 
ment, who had simply to teach his men how to manoeuvre according 
to the English mode of drill ; the Silladar, or, as he was first designated, 
the Native Commandant, having the equipment of the men entirely in 
his own hands. 


^ See his letter, p. xl. 
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“ Doubtless the original cost of an assamee was moderate, compared 
witli its market price in after years ; but tliis enlianeed value was 
not clue, as is generally supposed, to a spirit of speculation, but to a 
desire on the part of wealthy -Mohammedan gentlemen to obtain a 
footing in this popular branch of the Service, whereby tliey not only 
added to their own dignity, receiving a fair income for tlieir money 
(whicli their religion forbids tliem to put out to interest), but also 
accinired the means of giving employment to sncb of their relatives 
and friends as were anxious to become ‘ Gentleman troopers,’ a term 
tben applied to the rider of a horse. 

‘‘ As the original Silladars or fonndei's of the regiments died, or 
retired, the number of assamees were gradually increased, either by dis- 
tribution among the Silladar’s I'elatives, or by s<ale ; and so keen was 
the contest to obtain assamees, that native gentlemen vied with each 
other, regardless of cost, for the coveted position of Silladar, little 
dreaming that it would ever be proposed that their prescriptive rights 
shoold be interfered with. Up to the present time this has not been 
permitted by Government. 

Such is a brief oiftline of the assamee system, which always worked 
well, and was not only approved of by commanding officers generally, 
but strongly supported by successive Residents, whose orders , on this 
subject are still on record. Extracts are to be found at pages 5 an,d 12 
of a letter addressed to Government by Mr. Saunders, a former Resi- 
dent, JTo. 79, dated 3rd July 1875. 

Although these opinions were offered many years ago, I nevertheless 
heartily re-echo the sentiments thex'ein expressed, both with regard to 
the assamees, and the position of the Native officers ; and from my long 
experience in the Contingent Cavalry, having served with it both in 
< 3 [uarters and in the field, and in the administration of the Force, I have 
no hesitation in saying that the assamee system was and is the best for 
the- Contingent Cavalry j it has never failed, although often put to severe 
tests on service. The Hyderabad Contingent was in . the field and in 
Scindia’s' country when the Gwalior Contingent failed us,andsubse- 
,<juently 'the Hyderabad Contingent attacked and dispersed the Mahid- 
'pur local force, and captured from them their' battery of Artilleiy and 
siege - guns, .having made two double marches of -forty miles"' each :'to' 
enable ihem to ao'cO'mplish this end. ' - ' 'v 

seHonS'-, charge, that I am 'aware of, ever brought agaihst 
the'.assanxee system; ' of, the "Contingent Cavalry. The attacks that have 
been made on it foom time to time were initiated by officers, fresh from 
commanding companies and troops of the line, who, apparently, could 
not be reconciled to the peculiar ^stem which gave the Native officers 
of the Contingent much greater infinence over the men than that exer- 
cised- 'by .Native. - 'Offi-cers - of the- S6gid®r-i';3Regiments.'' 


& 
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“ When I consider the efforts that are now being made by Government 
to raise the tone and position of iTative officers of the E.egnlar Army^ 
by entering their names in the Army List, insisting upon their per- 
forming the duties of company officers, refusing to promote the old 
stamp of men, and offering direct commissions to ISTative gentlemen, I 
cannot refrain from saying that the ‘ cat’s-paw’ argument formerly 
brought to boar against the Silladar system (but in reality directed 
against the influence commanded by Native officers over their men) 
must, I think, in tliese days redound to the credit of the Contingent 
authorities, who have for seventy years maintained a system which 
required that Native officers should perform their legitimate duties as 
troop officers, and which system has at length been recognised by 
Government, and introduced into the armies of the three Presidencies. 

“ A system that has for so long a period induced Native gentlemen 
to enter onr Cavalry Regiments is, I venture to think, worthy of some 
consideration, and it is my firm conviction that with the abolition of 
the assamees will also go the class of men that Government is now so 
anxious to induce to enter the Regular Army. 

'‘Moreover, T do not think that under the Treaty obligations of 1853 
we are justified in applying hard-and-fast rules so detrimental to the 
interest of the Silladars, and, in an indirect manner, compelling them 
to sell their assamees at one-half, and sometimes one-third, of their 
former selling value. 

" This interference with the rights of the Silladars has, as was re- 
ported to Government by Mr. Saunders, been much canvassed by the 
men themselves, and is often made a subject of discussion by the 
people of the city of Hyderabad; and the general opinion is, especially 
among the relatives and friends of those Silladars who have inherited 
assamis which « were originally conferred on their ancestors by the 
Nizam, that the British Govornment is not entitled to sequester them. 
The men of the Cavalry, while zealous in the performance of their 
duty, and loyal to the Goveimment they serve, nevertheless tenaciously 
cling to what they consider their inherited rights and privileges, and 
look with suspicion and distrust on the introduction of any scheme 
that may tend to vitiate these rights and privileges, as was the case 
recently in the 4th Regiment Cavalry when a new system was 
introduced. If, regardless of the inherited rights of the Cavalry 
Silladars, it is intended that the Khudaspa system should be introduced 
into the Contingent, I trust it may not be carried out in the hasty 
manner as has been done in the 3rd Cavalry. I would propose that 
the Government orders of 1876 be strictly adhered to, and should any 
assamees lapse, full compensation be paid to the heirs, at the rate esti- 
mated when Sir George Tule was Resident, viz., Rs. 1,200. I allude 
to this estimate because I not only consider it equitable, but the 
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Silladars cannot then complain at being called on to relinquish their 
assamees ; whereas any estimate based on the realisation of sales that 
hayo taken place in recent years would not give satisfactory results, as 
it is well known that not only has a certain amount of coercion been 
bronglit to bear upon such sales, but that fair bidding has in many 
instances been disconraged by officers favourable to the new system. 
A Silladar in the 4th Cavalry petitioned the late Eesident to the effect 
that he had been turned out of the Service for no fenlt of his, but 
merely on Ins having been declared physically unfit, and on his wishing 
to devise his assamees to his brother, who was serving in the reo-imeut 
he was not permitted to do so. On inquiry, the petitioner’s statement 
was toBBcl to be true. A special invaliding committee pronounced tbe 
man perfectly fit for farther service, and Sir R. Meade ordered his 
remstatemont, and the restoration to him of his assamees, and any loss 
arising from the transaction should be borne by tbe officer who bad 
acted contrary to the orders of 1876. 

“ It is urged that patting up an assamoe to auction leads to those 
acquiring this property incurring debt. Tliis may have been the case 
formerly, when Rative bankers were allowed to establish themselves in 
the bazaars of the regiments. This is prohibited now, and all bids 
heieafter will be made by men who bave saved money for tbis pur- 
pose, and who, if Mohammedans, cannot otherwise invest their 
savings. 

“ Sir S. Bayley proposes to let the system authorised in 1876, and 
recently republished in Resident’s General Orders, liavo a trial for two 
years. ^ During this period it will be amply proved wbether, in fixing 
the price of the assamee at Rs. 1,200, we have ovei’-estimate-d the 
amount. 

Scarcely any change of importance can in these days he made with- 
out in some way inflicting hardship on some parties, and as, in such 
cases, the minority usually have to suffer, so our Silladars, who, though 
small in number, are gi-eat in influence, will be the sufferers if we 
persist in forcing the Khudaspa system on them. I doubt the policy 
of even purchasing such a change. 

“ The Khudaspa system, if really the best, as is so often asserted, 
will of itself take root and flourish without any care or attention bn 
pnr part. All that we have, in my humble opinion, to do is to re- 
oogmse both systems, and to, leave them to stand or fall by their own 
merits. There must be no restriction placed on Silladars purchasing 
assamees to the extent allowed by the relations. 

My note would be incomplete were I to allow the statements of 
Generals Wright and Gongh against the Silladar system to pass 
without noticing some of the reasems they assign for condemning oar 
present system. They argue that it is opposed to the mainteHanoe of 
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discipline, as they consider it a failure, or rather that it tends to main- 
tain a rough organisation and a loose discipline. 

“ Assuming for a moment that these defects belong to, and exist 
■with, that system, I have only to point out that it has been demon- 
strated beyond question that they have not been instrumental in lessen- 
ing the martial qualities and efficiency in the field of the Force. Sir 
Hugh Eose’s record, as inserted at page 12 of Mr. Saunders’ letter, 
already quoted, is proof that the Hyderabad Contingent Cavalry 
proved its efficiency from its state of organisation, and that the system 
tended to produce results which afforded complete satisfaction to those 
who had an opportunity of forming a judgment, not theoretically, but 
practically. 

“ Grenerals Wright and Gough urge a system that they have been 
accustomed to. If they see defects in practice in working the Hyde- 
rabad Cavalry sjwstem, they can be, and perhaps ought to be, remedied, 
but without necessitating a change in the system itself, which, in 
principle, has served its object well in the past, affording, as it surely 
did, a means of living to the respectable and high-spirited military 
classes of the Deccan. 

“ It is asserted that the old system did not pi'ovide for grooming horses 
by their riders, and therefore stable duties were neglected. How it must 
be admitted that this has nothing to do with the principle of the 
Silladari system itself. This concerns merely the practice obtaining 
in the Hyderabad Cavalry. Originally it was not contemplated that a 
Cavalry soldier was to groom his horse, while a liberal allowance granted 
by Government for its maintenance provided for the employment of a 
syce for that purpose. 

I do not say that a soldier of the Hyderabad Cavalry will hesitate 
to groom the horse he has ridden, when separated by necessity or by 
duty from his attendant, the syce. I am aware, from personal know- 
ledge, that the contrary is the case. 

“An officer does not groom his horse, and this does not detract 
from his efficiency as a soldier. So also a Cavalry trooper, on whose 
horse a syce is employed, was never expected to groom it, to render 
him more efficient than he otherwise would have been. Stable duties 
might rather be superintended by the Cavalry soldier, and his efficiency 
be thus established without wounding his feelings, as there is no doubt 
that the work is looked down upon as menial by those of the Contin- 
gent Cavalry who seemingly have acquiesced in its introduction. I 
make the above statement from a knowledge of the number of men 
who have left the Service, and are leaving it, as soon as they have 
served sufficiently long for their pensions, and accepting service in the 
Reformed and other Troops of His Highness the Hizam’s Government. 
The average service of the men who have this year been pensioned in 
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the Cavalry Regiment at Bolarum, near Hyderabad, is only 23 years 
and some days. They carry with them their pension of Govern- 
ment rupees, and Commandants of regiments in the Rizam’s service 
readily entertain tliese. men. 

‘‘ Again, it has been asserted that the Silladar system leads to rough 
organisation and loose discipline, as a Silladar owning two or more 
hor.'^es may come under the command of his own bargheer. Row this 
latter phase has been rendered impossible by the rule that every non- 
corniiiissioiied oiFicor is to bo a Silladar. 

in tliis manner I say that every defect in practice that may crop 
u}> can ber remedied by rules which need not interfere witli the principle 
of ilio Silladari system; and now I would state my arguments in 
favour of the retention of the system wduch has proved successful 
hitlu'rto. Before doing so, I will notice one more point in General Wright’s 
letter, addressed direct to the Government of India, in the margin of 
paragraph 11 of the second enclosure of which there appears a petition 
addrtjssed to him by tlie Bargheers of the 4th Cavalry, praying to be 
made Khuda.spa. Small blame to their wishing to acquire assamees 
at a third of the price originally paid by the Silladars. Three of our 
regiments of Cavalry, the 1st, 2nd, and 4th, have still a number of 
pagahs existing in them, as the officers commanding these corps have 
rightly intcrpi’cted the orders issued in 1876, and have not hastily 
adopted the views of the General Officer lately commanding the 
Contingent. 

“ To pursue my arguments now. First, in the good faith of the 
British Government, many a family of wealth and position changed 
service from under the Nizam to the British, under promises made to 
them by the Native Government that their privileges would be respected 
by the Government to whom they were transferred. In 1828/ and on 
several subsequent occasions, the Resident directed in General Orders 
and in conuspondence that their privileges were not to be interfered 
with. Again, in 1864, in 1876, and in 1881, orders have been pro- 

^ “ This was on the occasion of the outbreak of a mutiny in the 3rd 
Cavalry, in which the Commanding Officer was cut down on parade by a few 
of his own mutinous men, and which was chiefly caused by the arbitrary 
introduction of certain measures of a harsh nature, some of which were 
similar to those recently introduced by General Wright. 

‘‘ An extract regarding this case, and the orders thereon by the Honorable 
the Court of Directors, will be found at pages 22 and 23 of Mr. Saunders’ 
letter No. 79, dated Srd July 1875, and Brigadier-General Wright’s attention 
was drawn in October 1878 to the Resident’s General Order issued at the 
time, directing the utmost freedom to be allowed to Silladars in the disposal 
of their assamees, and he was informed that the order was still in force, and 
dioidd be strictly adhered to.” 
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mulgated, placing the Silladari system on a basis tending to aiTord 
Silladars security, and it would be a breach of faith now if those rules 
are set aside. 

“ The question naturally arises, What have our Silladars done that 
their annihilation is proposed ? Have they given offence ? Have 
they failed in duty? Have they behaved badly before the enemy? 
*Ho*, the answer comes; ‘but their existence is incompatible with 
discipline, and they hold power which rightly belongs to the European 
Commissioned officers.’ I say rules can be framed that can remove all 
power from the Silladar, and that without either affecting his purse, or 
that of the Hizam’s Government, and also without interfering with the 
Silladari system of the Hyderabad Cavalry. 

“ The changes proposed tend again to require the presence of addi- 
tional commissioned (British) officers with corps, in direct infringe- 
ment of the Treaty of 1858, which required our administration of the 
Force on economical principles, and a few years saw the charges 
reduced from 40 to 24 lakhs yearly. Another consideration is, if the 
assamees are taken over at the full value, the G overnment itself will 
become a grand Silladar of the Hyderabad Cavalry, and they will 
become the great owners of the extra horses of the present Silladars 
at a heavy cost, which will considerably lessen the surplus revenue the 
Hizam is entitled to. We are already, by furnishing new arms to the 
Contingent, adding considerably to the charges, and any further addi- 
tional expenditure will naturally affect the surplus. 

“ Any change of system, I fear, will have the effect of removing 
gradually, if not quickly, those men and the sons of those men upon 
whom we relied in 1857. In the 3rd Cavalry, the most influential 
SiUadar is leaving, and he is removing his sons from the Service. In 
the place of the old class, mercenaries from Hindustan have been 
freely invited to enter the ranks, contrary to the orders of Govern- 
ment. I feel confident that many of those coming from the north are 
the sons and relatives of the mutineers of 1857. 

“ The Silladar’s right to nominate his own Bargheer is allowed with 
reluctance, although more than once the attention of General Officers 
has been called to the subject. 

“A foot-note at page 17 of Mr. Saunders’ letter, already referred to, 
mentions his intention of requiring the Brigadier- General Commanding 
the Hyderabad Contingent to submit, for the Resident’s information, 
copies of all important orders issued by him to the Hyderabad Con- 
tingent, as was done formerly. This is the practice observed in the 
Punjab Force, and I would strongly recommend its adoption in the 
Hyderabad Contingent. [This order has now been issued.] 

“ If the Silladari system, as it now is, be allowed to continue, and if 
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the defects are pointed out, arising from the pursuance of our old 
practice, I feel I can submit subsidiaiy rules that will remove such, 
dofeeta without in any way touching the privileges pecuniarily of the 
present Silladars and their heirs. 

“ I have in the foregoing endeavoured to avoid any of the points 
taken up by former Residents, and have consequently confined myself 
to an expression of my opinion as to wliat I, from long experience, 
consider necessary for the Contingent Cavalry. 

“ Hastings rEASEii, Colonel, 

“ Military Secretary. 

“ Hyderabad Residency, 

“ ‘2nd August 1881. 

As I was aware that many months must elapse before this corre- 
spondeiice would be disposed of, and having observed for some time 
past that the Resident's orders were being set aside, thereby creat- 
ing ill-feeling, a mutiny having taken place in one regiment,! obtained 
Sir S, Iky ley's permission to reissue the orders of 1876, and to 
req^uire strict adherence to them. Heedless to add, that this pro- 
duced more letters from the General Commanding the Force, 
who found fault with the wording of some rules being different from 
those of 1876 ; hut this was explained, and the orders remained in 
force. An attempt was made to have the order cancelled, but it 
was too late, and, moreover, I informed the Resident that it was 
no fresh order, but only that of 1876 reiterated. In the Confidential 
Department I communicated my reasons for taking the action I 
found it necessary to adopt on that occasion. In August 1882, the 
Governor-General of India in Council addressed the Resident at 
Hyderabad, conveying his orders upon a report submitted by the 
General Commanding, on the question of the necessity for compensa- 
tion to Silladars of the Hyderabad Cavalry, on account of depre- 
ciation in value of their assamees, and on the future arrangements 
to be made for the maintenance of the Siiladaree system as originally 
existing in the Contingent, I regret to say that the compensation 
had not been granted prior to my departure. 

I append an extract from that letter, which settles this matter 
up to the date above-named; and I may here mention that reference 
is made in this work to the difference between General Fraser and 
Lord Dalhousie in connection with this same subject, and the order 
here given is quite in accord with my fether's views. 
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(Extract.) 

“4j. The proposals of Sir Charles Gough for the exiinction of the 
Silladari system, as supported by Sir Stuart Bayley, appear to he as 
follows : — 

“I, — That the privileges conferred hi 187G be restricted ta 
Silladars who were such previous to 25th April 1870. 

“II. — Men enlisted since, or who have become Silladars since the 
25th April 1876, not to be allowed to hold any barglieer 
assamees unless already in possession of them. 

“III. — Each man to provide himself with horse, pony, and 
appointments, paying Rs. 500. 

“ 5. The Governor-General in Council is not prepared to accept these 
proposals unreservedly, as they appear to amount to restricting the rules 
of 1876 retrospectively to those Silladars who were then in the Service, 
and fixing a minimum horse price at Rs. 500 for the future. 

“ The rulesof 1876, sanctionedby the Government of India, were framed 
to get rid of the abuse of the Silladari system ; and were republished in 
1881 in the General Orders ofthe Hyderabad Residency, Ho. 139 of the 
16th June 1881. These rules contain no hint of such a limitation as is 
now proposed by Sir Charles Gough, and the Government of India 
consider that they must be held to apply to all those who have entered 
the Hyderabad Contingent Cavalry since 1876, and that they must be 
strictly maintained without any deviation from them until further 
orders. 

“6. I am therefore to request that the proposals of Sir Charles Gough 
for the future, as approved by Sir Stuart Bayley, may be clearly for- 
mulated, and that a date may be proposed for their introduction if 
approved by the Government of India, it being distinctly understood 
that they will not in any way apply to any persons who have entered 
the Cavalry of the Hyderabad Contingent up to the date which may bo 
fixed/’ 

The orders now issued arose out of correspondence which passed 
prior to the advent of Sir S. Bayley^s successor to the post of Resident 
at Hyderabad. The Civilian who relieved him was followed again 
by another non-military officer, making in the whole three in suc- 
cession who had to consider these important military matters. 
During the latter end of the year 1883 I found it necessary to sub- 
mit again a confidential paper in regard to proceedings of some 
officers in the Force, whose acts tended to subvert the principles of 
the rules laid down hy the Government. To render futile such 
interference in future, I proposed to lay down subsidiary rules. 
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I ri'iterated my desire, a secuiid time, to have my views placed 
before tlio (jovernment. I now applied for furlough. Tliis I am 
at ]>r(‘sent enjoying. It will extend to the 20th January 1885, 
when I o])t:iin my Coloners allowances. I must revert now to pro- 
ceeilings at Hyderabad after Sir S. Bayley's departure. 

Sir S. Bayloy was succeeded by Mr. W. B. Jones, who was Chief 
Ciiiiimissioner of Berar, a post for which ho was eminently fit, and as 
he now lilling tlu*. office of Chief Commissioner of ITagpur, his 
lalenis for civil administration lind a fair field for their exercise. 
His liealtli failed lum at Hyderabad, and he bogged for transfer on 
IMr. IMorris’s departure. Mr. Jones was of kindly disposition, and 
his hospitality proveibial. During the short period he remained at 
Hydera])ad two events of importance occurred, viz., the death, first, 
of Sir Salar Jung, and the loan proposed to be borrowed in 
England for tlie Chanda Railway. Soon after he assumed office, 
under the encourageuient given me by Sir S. Bayley, who, in a 
letter to Government in the Einancial Department, dated 13th 
July 1882, says, at para. 8 : I can safely say that Colonel Hasting’s 
Eraser has on several occasions brought to my notice innovations, 
tending to increased expenditure, which an external Audit Depart- 
ment, with only the somewhat indefinite code of local rules to guide 
it, would probably have failed to check”; thus commending me for 
watchful attention in view to saving expenditure ; so that the Berar 
surplus revenue luight not be lessened. I drew up a Memorandum, 
which I submitted to Mr. Jones for eventual report to Government, 
as the surplus was considerably lessened yearly by what I consi- 
dered a too frequent change in the armaments of the Contingent 
Force. In that Memorandum I show that from 1871-73 new 
smooth-bore muskets were supplied, costing Es. 1.19.900, and so* 
soon after as 1875 a change was made, and Enfield rifles supplied 
to Infantry, costing a sum of Rs, 1.42.600. This was completed in 
1878 ; and a year later, when our troops were oi'dered to be in readi- 
ness for field service, they were hurriedly armed with Sniders, the 
former anns being found unfit for active service. How the whole 
Force nearly is amed witli Sniders, which cost Rs. 3.90.000 ; of this, 
amount one lakh was for Cavalry carbines, the cost of which hitherto 
was home by Silladars, and not paid out of State revenue. Arms 
are supposed to last for twelve years. Another loss was the breaking 
up and destroying of old stores and arms instead of returning them 
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to the Nizam’s Government. I pointed out then that our true 
policy is to make fast friends of the Native Ihinces of India, hy 
every means in our power, and to show more confidence in them as 
the best of our allies in time of war. I indicated the great strides 
that Eussia was making in the East, having in twenty-three years 
annexed about 1,224,000 square miles, and declared we ought to 
consider how we are to act when we find Eussia one fine morning 
knocking at our gates for admission. I heard no more in regard to 
this paper, but members of the Press in England will notice that 
what I anticipated at that time has taken place — that Eussia under- 
stands the use she can make of her irregular hordes ; and it is with 
a special view to having troops capable of meeting such levies tliat 
I advocate the retention of our Irregular Forces, and that the Native 
States should be encouraged to improve them. Anyone acquainted 
with India must be aware that should Eussia invade India (I am 
not one of those who believe that this is her object, and am of 
opinion that diplomacy may bring about an understanding that she 
will rest contented with what she has acquired) it would be in her 
power to slip her Irregulars to plunder the country while her 
Eegular Army advances to be met by ours. But where are our 
Irregulars to meet hers ? They require no tents or commissariat. 
From October to the following rains the country is covered with 
crops, and in whichever direction the Irregulars move, food exists 
in abundance for them. Lord Strathnairn declares, in his letter to 
the Eesident, that our horse were “ the wings of his operations”. 

That I have always felt sympathy for the Nizam’s Government 
and its soldiers is known to many, and I insert here a letter which, 
at that time, I desired might be considered confidential, as I was on 
the point of returning to India to be employed again, I hoped, in the 
Political Department, and which I wrote to Sir Stafford Northcote 
by permission of the Secretary of State for India (1866). I beg atten- 
tion to it, as, from my remarks tlierein, it will be seen how highly 
I esteemed the late Sir Salar Jung. It is a pleasure to me to 
publish a private letter from him, as showing his personal feelings 
towards and regard for me also. [See lithographed letter.] 

“ Sir, — ^I have now the grateful honour to offer for consideration the 
views of British policy towards Hyderabad, which you have been pleased 
to invite, through Mr. W, S. Northcote's obliging note of the 2ist ult., 
in reply to my proposal to submit them, and I beg leave to assure you 
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that the <>[) port unity thus kindly atForcled is embraced with, singular 
satisfaction. Fo]* having steadfastly adhered, with maturing conviction, 
to the Conservative ].n-inciplcs derived from my father, Gcneiul Iffaser, 
and from the lute CV^Ionol Davidson, I am, indeed, happy to have t(J 
vindicate them before the distinguished npholdcr of justice to Mysore, 
from attacks upon like-minded policy which they have for several years 
sustained from journals in the adverse interest. Nor can I feel other 
than enct)uraged by the precedent of a wise and generous dealing with 
the claims of the Rajah in attempting to clucidato the Nizam’s. 

‘"Tlu'starting-puintfor a clear understanding of our position at Hydera- 
])ad must be at least as remote as the period (1820-25) of Sir Charles 
hletcaUe’s Residency, when lie prevailed with the Nizam, Secundcr Jah, 
to sanction administration of his territory, and collection of its reveuue, 
by Kuropeau District Superintendents, as set foi’tli in a work (p. 232) 
which I, published in 1865, called Our Faithful Ally : The Nizam^ and 
two copies of which are herewith forwarded for the honour of your 
acceptance. 

“ Down to the demise of that Sovereign, the reform thus initiated was 
attended with excellent results, in suppression of disorder and develop- 
ment of resources ; but its circumstances were not favourable to per- 
manence. The persuasive influence of Sir Charles was, practically, 
compulsion of a weak Prince, connived at by a Minister (Ohundoo Lall) 
who cared for nothing but x'etention of a lucrative position, and who 
unscrupulouslybartered the independence of his master for the personal 
support of oui' Residents. In fact, this creature’s corrupt subservience 
to tlie official rapacity of the time was a primary and abiding cause of 
the oriibiUTassmonts which have beset the dynasty. Through such 
means and motives, relatives and friends from England were readily 
hoisted into the Nizam’s service, entailing an. annual extra — as shown in 
the recent Parliamentary return^ — of thirteen lakhs upon the charge of 
the Contiiigont. It is not surprising that Nasir-oo-Dowlah, the late 
Nizam, on accession in 1829, hastened to mark his sense of an obviously 
degrading attitude, in the only feasible direction, by formally requesting 
immediate withdrawal of the English supervisors. To this impulsive 
requisition Lord William Bentinck, on a principle of non-interference, 
did not hesitate to accede. 

You are generally aware, Sir, no doubt, of the extent to which the 
Nizams — ^before even this date — ^had been burdened and drained by 
excessive military expenditure, and by consequent financial straits. I 
need hai'dly remind you how the covenanted equipment (in 1800) of 
Native troops, to the extent of 9,000 horse and 6,000 infantry, was 

^ India (D^can)^ No. 338 — to which I beg to be understood as 

hereafter refeniii^— at page 27, paragraph 11.” 



XXVlll 


APrKXDlX. 


graduillly swollen to a force wliose ‘‘extravagant costliness'’ was dis- 
tinctly admitted (as hereafter quoted) by Lord Dalhousie, and which 
was less gradually reduced from the enormous annual outlay of forty 
lakhs to about twenty-four, so soon as wc assumed control of it. A pro- 
minent result of this oppressive impost may be recalled, in the enforced 
surrender by Secunder Jah of an annual tribute from the Northern 
Circars of seven lakhs, which he had to alienate (in perpetuity) for little 
more than half of its real value, or, to be precise, 1.16.66.GG0 rupees, 
thus losing, for temporary relief, an income which, properly husbanded, 
would have gone far to extricate him. Nor should it be overlooked that 
the heaviest claim (a substantial trifle of 78.70.C70 rupees) was that 
of Messrs. Palmer and Co., of Hyderabad, whose advances had twice 
over been legalised by the British Grovornment. For further particulars 
of Hyderabad indebtedness, I would refer you to a published pamph- 
let by a Native gentleman, Mr. Poorooshottiim, whose averments 
will be found sustained in more than one despatch of Colonel Davidson 
in the same (338) Return. 

“My father (then Colonel Fraser) was appointed to the Residency in 
1838. Making himself thoroughly acquainted with the causes of a 
chronic deficit whose harassing effects (in arrears of pay, etc.) were 
constantly pressed upon his attention, he conceived the idea of reverting 
to the system abruptly repealed in 1829^ — that of placing specified dis- 
tricts under the improving management of English superintendents until 
the Nizam should be free from debt. The GeneraTs aim and intention 
were strictly and honourably limited. Of holding beyond the projected 
release from financial difficulties he never dreamed ; and when he became 
aware of a settled purpose at headquarters of assuming such districts 
on terms repugnant to his sense of right, he quietly resigned his post. 
This, Sir, is the head and front of an offending which free (or mercenary) 
lances have repeatedly assailed, but which he would never stoop to vin- 
dicate. A son^s anxiety, however, not to lose the advantage of this 
opportunity, may, I think, reckon upon kindly sympathy. 

“Not presuming to speculate upon the change of design which finally 
determined my father’s course, I can affirm (upon letters in my posses- 
sion) that, at one time, Lord Dalhousie’ s intention was to regard the 
contemplated districts in the light of a mortgage 5 and from the same 
source I derive a strong belief that .had his Lordship lived he would 
have counselled restitution of them, for I find him declaring as follows : 

* My own opinion of the affairs of that kingdom’ (Hyderabad) ‘ remains 
as it was when I had the pleasure of conferring with you. Full 
examination of past representations, and of despatches up to the present 
time’ (October 13, 1848) ‘ compels me to feel that the state of the coun- 
try from any supposed oppression or misrule is not such as to warrant 
an interference by the British Government at present. I remain of 
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opinion that an interference wiil ])ocome necessary ; bnt I think that the 
necessity will he brongiit about by a financial catastrophe, and not by 
any popular outbreak, or by any disorganisation of the Army, such as it 
is, or of tlie administration of the Government in the provinces, such as 
it is. While I am not one of those who regard the Contingent Force as 
an oppression and an injustice, 1 yet think that we do not stand free of 
blame in respect of the footing on which we have maintained it; and 
whenever the Nizam shall manifest a sincere wish to enter into an 
amend men t of his administration, I shall be ready, on the part of the 
Govenuuent of India, to meet his endeavours to reduce the expenditure 
of Ins kingdom by entering on the consideration of the means of diminish- 
ing tlic extravagant costliness of this Force and its appendages.’ Snb- 
stHpiently, when Lord Dalhousie had determined upon interfering, with 
a view to freeing the Nizam of his difficulties, he remarked, in another 
letter : — ‘ It would not be expedient yet to make the announcement 
definitively to the Minister. Its necessity, however, at an early period 
appears so probable, that I beg to have confidentially your views on the 
particular district which may be most conveniently mortgaged^ as it were, 
for this purpose.’ Again, his Lordship declares: — ^ I will rigidly act up 
to the requirements of the Treaty with him. I wiil give him aid and 
advice. I will effectually take care that, if he chooses to ruin himself, 
in spite of aid and advice, he shall not disturb the peace of British ter- 
ritory, or either injure or play with British interests. But I will not 
contravene the Treaty on the pretence of protecting the Nizam ; and I 
disavow the doctrine of our having any moral or political obligation to 
take the Government of his country into our own hands, merely because 
he mismanages his own affairs. And I recognise no mission entrusted 
to us to regenerate independent Indian States, merely because they are 
misgoverned.’ 

“ It may be remarked that the foregoing admission of an internal 
quietude not warranting interference was made shortly before the Pun- 
jaub and Oude annexations, and that the peace of Hyderabad was there- 
after disturbed by an influx of dispersed ruffianism from those countries 
The Nizaia himself very neatly and pertinently disclaimed responsibility 
for 'the. unwelcome novelty, in reply, to a remonstrance from' General 
" ''Low, I'nponAhe' ominous presence of so many 'Rohillahs and Afghans in 
the country. ^ How many miles/ quoth His Highness, * do they pass 
through British territory before they get into mine ? Why do you let 
them come The retort was justified by events. While our admim- 
stration somehow issued in widespread rebellion, the Nizam not only 
kept his kingdom quiet, but could afford-— as testified by Colonel David- 
son, p. 10, par. 1 8 — ^to lend us the assisUnce of his Contiugeufe, and to 
defray the extra allowance which their auxiliary service entailed. 

** The carrying out of Lord Dalhousie’s nltimate decision devolved, of 
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course, upon my fi^ther’s successor ; bufc I know — and it is corroborated 
by a statement in one of Colonel Davidson’s dcspatclies, p. 4, par. 7 — 
that the Nizam and his Minister fully understood huo annas in the rupee 
to be the fixed chai*go for management of the assigned districts. Tin's 
proportion was, in 1800, declared by Lord Canning to be limited to four 
annas, which, although ostensibly an arbitory duplication of the original 
agreement, was fairly based upon the average cost of British districts. 
Of a settlement thus formal and authentic, it might have been predicted, 
•without abject credulity, that one more double (or eight annas) would 
prove the extreme of official hardihood; but reference to last year’s 
Administrative Eepuri vail prove indisputably that, to secure a payment 
of twenty-tonr lakhs to the Contingent, w^e have actually squared Lord 
Canning’s revise by spending upwards of sixteen annas. No wonder, 
and little ci‘edit, that six clear years rolled by before a single rupee of 
the stipulated surplus revenue was transferred to the Nizam’s treasury. 

“ I would here crave indulgence for digressing to rectify a distortion 
by the Fnend of India of a passage (p. 28, par. 15) in Colonel David- 
son’s despatch, No. 01, upon which that journal has ventured with 
charactei'istio acrimony. It is Avithin my kiiowlodgo, Sir, that the 
Colonel in that sentence intended to convey to the Govenimont that 
the Natives of the assigned districts were delighted at being restored to 
the old dominion, although fear w^as at first afloat that the leases 
granted under Biitisli management might be set aside. Speedily 
reassured by a proclama,tion from the Minister that our administration 
would not he materially chraigod, they hailed with unqualified satis- 
faction the policy wdiicli had restored them to the Nizam. For this 
assurance I have the voucher of Colonel Davidson’s autograph marginal 
note — one of many which I took at his instigation. Indeed, T %Yas 
always advised and encouraged by Iiim, during the many yctirs of our 
close official intercourse, to examine fully all records of our relations 
with the Court and country ; and it >vas thus that I acquired the mate- 
rials for my historical narrative, which I have translated into Hindu- 
stanec also, for publication on my return to India, intended in next 
January. I fondly imagined (begging excuse of a litlie egoism) that in 
drawing up that narrative I was doing the Government a service; but, 
having been superseded by a civilian at Hyderabad, I am forced to 
conclude that the effort was not appreciated by the dominantinfiuence, 
and that zealous study of political duties by a soldier k in temporary 
disfavour. I tnist, howevei-, that, having so qualified myself, ufler no 
inactive career in my original profession, I may obtain emifloyment 
again in tliat branch of the Sei’vico. Bat it is more than time, I fear, 
to revert to my subject. 

Of the feeling of the Hyderabad Government upon Berar, and oar 
retention of it, there can be no doubt whatever. It has been, I may 
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say, categorically elicited in tlie enclosed answers (marked B) to a series 
of (][Ucstions wliicli T have not been able to find, but which may be 
readily collected from the replies. That the restoration of Berar would 
tnatorially strengthen the hands of the present upright and able 
[Minister — both for the good of his country and to other promotion of 
Ihiglish interests — I am fully convinced. Sir Salar Jung has already 
to contend with a qnasi-hereditary stain of pi’csumptive British leaning. 
Ills nnelo, and predecessor in the ofiice, is universally held to have 
hroken his heart over llie treaty assigning Berar; and every suggestion 
fi'om the relative of ilie chic‘f instrument in that detested transfer is 
ri'ceived wiih suspicion. Salar Jung is essentially our friend, and 1 
caniioi. rc'lVain from deferentially submitting tbat to him — the event 
of (»ur vthnquishing Berar — should be conceded the grace of announcing 
Iho rest oral ion to tiie Nizam, so tbat His Highness may be made to feel 
liow mainly he owes tlic boon to the conduct and sagacity of liis J^Iinistcr. 
I do not hesitate to avow that my admiration of the latter in his public 
capacity, and for his multiform service in the Mutiny, is enhanced by 
perst>nal regard. As young contemporaries, wo wore long associated in 
both sport and study ; and I have the gratification of enclosing a copy 
of a letter which T received from him on leaving Hyderabad, and which, 
coupled with the address from a middle-class body which I did myself 
tlio honour of forwarding for your perusal, may serve to show that 
my discha]‘ge of olficial duties at this Court conciliated a tolerably wide 
range of goodwill. The private frieitdship thus agreeably testified has 
frequently enabled me to make the mo.st of a subordinate diplomatic 
position by tendering advice in the direction of economy and adminis- 
trative reform, which, J humbly conceive, has not been wholly wasted, 
8nch, jit any I’litc*, Wiis the earnest aim of uiy work at Hyderabad, 
whieis, under a less anti-military rejime^ I would be happy enough to 
resume. 

In (jonednsion, ^^ir, I heartily hope to convince you, by this state- 
ment, that restiiniimi of Berar would be at once jnst and politic; 
though 1 indulge the. ]n >])0 that considei'ations so really identical are no 
longer to be systenuitically sundered in the management of Indian 
afiairs. Having shown that the ideas and overtures pi'elimiuary to the 
treaty of ’53 tended and pointed to eventual restomtion, I confidently 
reafiinn that, the debt being formally caiicellcd in 1860, we had no 
right, in opposition to the expressed wish of their rightful lord, to retain 
the assigned districts ; and that the implied wrong has been fiagrantly 
aggravated by subscqu«jut absorption, year after year, of tho stipulated 
surplus in food for official patronage. That restitution of thorn would 
materially strengthen the hands of the Minister, I have already urged ; 
and I may add that in the training of his family he has conscientiously 
prepai^cd for active utilisation of the new field and career in this 
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direction for wliicli he so ardently longs. He has, moreover, inspired 
the native landowners with emulation of a wholesome example; and 
manyof the nobles are, I know, already learning to manage and admin- 
ister their districts in an improved fashion. In one case, I have been 
the medium of supplying a Native gentleman (a Talooqdai’, in charge 
under one of the Nizam’s relations) with a complete set of instruments 
for land survey. But the proportions and import of this question arc, 
believe me, not limited within the borders of Hyderabad. All India — 
or native Hindostan — knows that in this case a revenue administered 
in trust has been forcibly retained. Without dwelling upon the sure 
effects of such a conviction upon a temper so shrewdly tested, I will 
simply declare that I cannot over-estimate the beneficial influence 
throughout the peninsula which might be exerted by a simple act of 
justice and redress in restoring Berar to the Nizam. 

“ In the accompanying papers. Sir, I lay before you all the docu- 
mentary evidence of Native views and feeling at present within my 
roach ; but I must ask that they be regarded as confidential, and that 
no reference to this private communication be made, should you here- 
after extend to the Nizam a conciliatory policy so happily begun with 
Mysore. I am most happy, I repeat, in the opportunity of placing 
them in your hands, finally commending the Minister’s Memorandum, 
once more, to your especial consideration. Inquiry on the spot — the 
sooner and more searching the better — will fully sustain his assurance 
that he could easily pay the Contingent at the reduced rate, and 
effectually promote the happiness and contentment of his own people 
with the surplus which official patronage annually arrests on what I 
have shown to be its legal and equitable road.” 

(B.) 

“ 1. Were Berar restored to the Nizam, it would bo administered on 
the same plan as it is now under tho British Government, just as the 
other restored districts are. The roads and other public works would 
be attended to in common with those in other parts of the country, and 
as circumstances and the state of trade required ; but the sm*plus funds, 
now devoted to the improvement of Berar exclusively, would be avail- 
able for the general improvement of His Highness’s territory. 

“ 2. This is a question I might be excused from answering ; but it 
appears to me, as the British Government prefer spending all tho surplus 
revenue in the improvement of Berar, instead of paying it to the Nizam 
as the Treaty engagement requires, that if Berar be absorbed in British 
territory, its revenues would be included in the general revenue of 
India, and money would be expended for improvements in Berar, only 
in proportion to other districts of the British territory. 

“ S. Of course every effort would be made to carry on tho Adminis- 
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1 ration tor tbe improvciuont of cultiviitiou ainl well-being of tlic ryots. 
Probably scliools and otker public institutions would not at onco be 
osfablivslied, as extravagance and consequent embarrassment must be 
avoided, but everything that is necessary would be gradually introduced. 

‘‘ The Contingent was kept up on a very expensive scale, when 
casli payments were required from the Nizam. Had this force been at 
the present reduced stroiigtli, there would have been no difficulty in 
meeting the demand and avoiding the embarrassment which resulted 
ill tht‘ assignment. Tlie Nizam could now easily and readily meet the 
demand, on account of the Coiitmgcut asnow constituted, if the districts 
wort' rest.ored. 

*r>. YtfU miglit recollect I told you that I was endeavouring to 
esiublish the Administration on distinct and settled rules and regula- 
tions, so tliat my successor may have a plan ready to his hand, and he 
woiiltl ])t! under the necessity, for his own credit’s sake, to carry on the 
Administration on my ])lau, or otherwise improve it.” 

a'Vfter my departure from India, an article appeared, co])iedin the 
local paj)or, and extracted from the Bomhay Gazette in March, 
recording a portion of my career in India, and I give it here for 
the ]>urp(jse of showing that the outside public were cognisant of 
lay efforts to prevent injustice being done. 

“This officer, the Military Secretary to the British Resident at 
Hyderabad, who has just proceeded to Europe on his well-earned 
furlough, is the eldest son of the late General J. S. Fraser, the Resident 
at Hyderabad from 1838 to 1853. Born on 30th October 1829, and 
educated at Kensington Grammar School, Colonel Hastings Fraser 
obtained his first commission, Ensign, in 184.7, in which year he made 
his first acquaintance with Hyderabad, where ho arrived in order to 
join his father. At Mulkapooi' he was met by two squadi'ons of 
Cavalx*}', consistiTig of a hundred men, commanded by a Munsubdar of 
high rank, by order of tiic Nizam Naseer-ood-Dowlah, whose directions 
were that they should escort young Fraser to his destination. This 
escort he headed on arrival at Hyderabad. He joined the 87th Grena- 
diers at Secunderabad, which regiment he afterwards left for the 4j6th 
Madras Native Infantiy at Jubbulpore. It was during his connection 
with this regiment that Lieutenant Fraser was entrusted with the 
honour of escorting the Governor-GeneraTs Agent in the Saugor and 
Nerbudda districts, an opportunity which may be said to have afforded 
him his fii'st experience of political life in India. In 1858, young 
Fraser quitted the 46th Madras Native Infantry to join H.H. the 
Nizam’s Cavalry, now part of the Hyderabad Contingent. In 1859 
he obtained his Captaincy, and it was during his association with the 
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Nizam’s Cavalry that young Fraser first gained cx'porience of aefua! 
engagement in the held. According to the Arm// Liat^ he was 

actively employed from July 1857 to January 1859 witli the Cavalry 
brigade of the Hyderabad Contingent, and accompanied the Field Force 
under Colonel W. Orr to ]\Ihow in October 1857, coercing Cfi. roK(e the 
refractory Zemindars of Peepliah and Eaghooghur. He joined the 
Bombay column before Dhar in October, and was present with the 4th 
Cavalry Hyderabad Contingent on the 12th November at Eawnl, when 
the Mahidpoor mutineers were, after forced marches, overtaken, several 
hundreds slain, and a complete battery, including siege guns, etc., 
captured ; specially mentioned for conspicuous gallantry on the occa- 
sion — vide letter from the Resident at Hyderabad, No. 1-329, of 28th 
November 1857 ; was appointed Staff Ofideer to the Contingent. Pre- 
sent with the Malwa Field Force under Sir James Stuart, K.C.B., at 
the battle of Mundisoor ; on 21st, 22nd, 23rd, and 24th November was 
thanked by Colonel Orr (in G.G.O. No. 183a of 29th January 1858) ; 
served in the action in forcing the pass of Dhamonee by the Contingent 
troops under Colonel Orr, C.B. ; joined the Central India Field Force 
under His Excellency Sir Hugh Rose, G.O.B, Present at tlic acdon 
of Mnddenpoor and in the pnrsuit, when a considerable number of 
mutineers were cut up. Thanked by Sir Hugh Rose in G.G.O. No. 1 10 
of 1858. Joined the operations against Tal Beliat under Colonel Orr, 
O.B. Was present before Jhansi from the 20th March to 15th April, 
and commanded during the greater part of the day the 3rd Cavalry 
Hyderabad Contingent at the battle of Betwah. Thanked for his con- 
duct at Jhansi in G.G.O. No. 174 of 1858. Was specially mentioned 
by Sir Hugh Rose as follows : — ‘ Lieutenant Fraser, Staff Officor of the 
Hyderabad Contingent, gallantly killing three of the enemy at the 
general action of the Betwah.’ Was in the action at Koonoh ; noticed 
by Colonel Orr, C.B. (G.G.O. No. 324 of 1858). Was in tbe action at 
Bilowah. Thanked for services in G.G.O. No. 310 of 1858. Was in 
the operations against Gwalior. Brought specially to notice by Sir 
Hugb Rose ‘ for unwearied zeal and good service during the whole of 
the campaign in Central India — vide G.G.O. No. 321 of 1859. Thankod 
by Colonel Orr for bis gallantry before the enemy (medal and clasp for 
Central India).’ In addition to all this, we are indebted to the Bombay 
Grcmtte for further interesting details connected with the illustrious and 
honourable career of the gallant officer who forms the subject of this 
review. Previous to the Mutiny, Lieutenant Fraser, wo learn, elicited 
the warm acknowledgment of the Resident at Hyderabad for the rapid 
march which he made with a squadron of Cavalry, and the dash with 
which he captured some Arabs, who could only bo got at through 
a trap door, through which he entered at the head of a dismounted 
party of his horsemen, and compelled the Arabs to lay down their 
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arms. Kotwitlistanding the gnllantiy displayed by Lieutenant Fraser 
on the above occasion, and the conspicuous services lie rendered in 
Contrtil India, however, the Hoi*se Guards ignored the recommendation 
wliicli had been forwarded to them that he should, on obtaining his 
Caphiiucy, receive a Brevet Majority. On his return from Central 
India, Lieutenant Fraser, at the recommendation of the late Colonel 
Davidson, tlien Resident at Hyderabad, with the cordial approval of 
the Nizam’s Durbar, was transferred to the Hyderabad Residency as 
Second Assistant Resident, and from Brigadier Hill’s farewell order 
on Lieiiicnaiit Fraser’s departure from his militaiy field of employment, 
we cannot but be convinced of the estimation in which he was held 
w’hilst in the Contingent. The last clause of that order ran as fol- 
lows : — 

“ ‘ Brigadier Hill is gratified at the interest Lieutenant Fraser has 
evinced in a branch of the Service in which he has served with so much 
credit to himself, and for the peculiar duties of which he is so well 
qualified.’ 

“Wo arc now told of an episode which forms a part of the history of 
Hyderabad. It is one which, but for the forethought and cool daring 
of Lieutenant Fraser, might have led to most disastrous results. The 
story is this. At a Durbar held in the Nizam’s palace, at which 
Colonel Davidson, then Resident, was present, a Rohilla, Jehangeer 
Khan, fired a shot in the courtyard, by which one of the Minister’s 
attendants was hit in the leg. This was followed by a ti'emendons 
hustling. Jehangeer Khan then drew his swoi’d. The Staff, with the 
exception of Lieutenant (now Colonel) Hastings Fraser, withdrew 
towards the Nizam’s garden. Lieutenant Fraser, at the sight of Jehan- 
gecr wdtii the drawn sword, unsheathed his sword, and bounded 
between the parties, ready for action if the man attempted to proceed 
further. Fortunately, there was no need for this, as the man did not 
relish a coniost with the colossal figure before him, and he was taken 
prisoner. Lieutenant H. Fraser was highly commended for his judg- 
ment in not having cut down the ruffian — not a difficult thing for one 
who is accredited with having killed over fifty mutineers during the 
then recent campaign, and with having had a hand-to-hand encounter 
with three of them at once at the battle of the Betwa (yide list of 
services). Had Lieutenant Fraser cut the man down, the man’s 
fxneiids or co-religionists might have joined in the Tnslee, and raised the 
ire of the whole Mohammedan population in sympathy with the would-be 
assassin. From this period to 1866 Captain Fraser remained in 
Hyderabad, occasionally acting, on Colonel Davidson’s recommendation 
to Government, as First Assistant Resident; and we are glad to find 
that the expectations the Resident had of the capabilities of the gallant 
Captain were realised, and that on the lapse of a year he was able to 
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report that ‘ Captain Hastings Fraser throughout the year had con- 
ducted the duties of First Assistant Jlcsident in a- most cMciont, indus- 
trious, and able manner’. We learn from Sir R. Temple’s coiuuieii- 
dation of the gallant Captain that he had not conhued his work as 
First Assistant Resident to the ordinary routine of civil, military, and 
magisterial duties, but that lie was the first to introduce sanitary 
arrangements, accompanied with such improvements in the roads and 
buildings at the place, that they elicited the praise of even Sir R- Temple 
whilst Resident at Hyderabad. Says Sir Richard : — ‘ Mr. Temple 
cannot close this Minute without placing on recoi'd his own satisfaction 
at the present condition of the bazaars. Tn point of cleanliness and 
general appearance they are not inferior to any that he has seen in 
other parts of India, and the signs of I’ecent improvements are every- 
where apparent. This he believes to be due, in the first instance, to 
the interest and attention which Captain Hastings Fraser, the Assistant 
Resident, devoted to the subject.’ Besides, his various duties and 
attention to the public welfare of the inhabitants, he founded a school 
at Hyderabad for native youths, and raised a clock tower. During 
the eight years Captain Fraser occupied the magisterial chair, it is 
calculated that he tried over 15,000 cases, with only three appeals 
against him. After nearly twenty years of duty in India, Cnptain 
Fraser availed himself of the leave he was entitled to, and proceeded 
to England. Whilst here his opinion on the vexed question, then 
before Parliament, of the non-payment to the Hizara’s Government of 
the surplus revenue of the Berars was invited, with the happy result 
that the Nizam’s Government has ever since had this I’ovenue paid to 
them. In 1866 Captain Fraser published Our Faithful Ally the Jfimm, 
In 1858 Major Fraser returned to Hyderabad, and was, strange to 
relate, not appointed to the post of First Assistant Resident, but to 
that of Military Secretary. Que diahle done allaiUil faire dans cette galere ? 
Considering Major Fraser’s qualifications and aptitude for political 
work, the question may well be asked. We find Major Hastings 
Fraser during the past fifteen years occupying the post of Military 
Secretary, or rather, our contemporary says, if the truth be spoken 
that of a Political in honourable exile. Without referring to the impor- 
tant questions connected with the Hyderabad Contingent whicli came 
under his consideration, and whose cause he vindicated, to the stand ho 
made on behalf of the soldiers who followed him in Central India in 1857 
for the suppression of the Mutiny, subjects well known to a large circle of 
his friends, and engraven in the grateful memories of the receivers of 
the benefits of his disinterested advocacy, we may, however, mention 
that the gallant Colonel, who is jnst returning to Europe, all through 
the convulsions which have lately throbbed through Hydoni^bad, lias 
kept neutral, and retained the respect of all the contending parties ? 
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nay, more, lie lias received invitations from tlie most opposite parties 
to bring liis extended experience of Hyderabad affairs to bear on the 
administration of this country.” 

Ill regard to the political situation at Hyderabad, after the death 
of the eminent statesman who for so many years conducted the 
Administration, I wish to say a few words, since my name has been 
freely mentioned in connection with affairs at this period. That I 
possessed the esteem of all the high nobles at the Hyderabad 
Durbar, as well as that of several British Eesidents at Hyderabad, 
their letters to me amply confirm. 

“To G. F. Edmonstono, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, 

Foreign Department, with His Excellency the Governor- General, 

Allahabad. 

“ (Political Department.) 

“ Sia, — With reference to the notification, dated 27th October 1858, 
No. 4,118, in which Captain Campbell is permitted to resign his 
appointment of Second Assistant to the Resident at Hyderabad, should 
the Right Honourable the Governor-General not have already made 
any arrangement to fill this vacancy, I have the honour to request you 
will do mo the favour to submit for his Lordship’s favourable considera- 
tion the name of Lieutenant Hastings Fraser, of the 46th Regiment 
and at present second in command of the 4th Cavalry, Hyder- 
abad Contingent. 

“ 2. Lieutenant Fraser served with the Hyderabad Contingent during 
the whole of the late campaign in Central India, and held the post of 
Staff Officer under Major William Orr, who has frequently brought to 
my notice the good services performed by him in that capacity. His 
name has also been mentioned in terms of high praise in several of the 
despatches which I have submitted to his Lordship in connection with 
the campaign. 

“8. Lieutenant Fraser has passed the examination in Hindustani 
required to qualify him for the Staff. He is very conciliatory in his 
bearing towards, and liked by, the Natives ; and I have reason to know 
that his connection with the Residency would be acceptable to the 
Hyderabad Durbar. 

“ I have, etc., 

“ (Signed) 0. Davidson, Resident. 

“ Hyderabad Residency, 14th December 1858.” 
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“ Ooiacamund, Stli November ISTO, 

“ My peak Fraser, — Pray excuse my keeping your papers so long. 
I have been, and am, very busy. I can only say that mosl, il uoi all, 
contained in tlicse documents, is known to the Commandor-in-Cbiof, 
and he would, I am sure, be very glad to give you distinction. As 
vacancies occur, etc., we are called to send in the names of ollicers 
for C.B., and last year I mentioned your name pretty freely. You 
have every chance of a C.B., bub for a long time you cannot expect 
the good-service pension. This old officers get, who have served long, 
and done their duty, slow and rapid, as they l)est could. It is not a 
reward for field service merely. I wish I had met yon at Hyderabad 
last year. Hope we may meet some day soon. 

Yonrs sincerely, 

“ Rob. C. Stewart.” 


‘‘ Soreennggar, November 2?th, 187*k 
“ Mt dear Colonel Fraser, — I would not have you ‘Bubbur JuugV 
but * Bubbnr-ool-Moolk’,2 as we are about the same age, and should 
have corresponding titles of rank.^ 

“ Yours very sincerely, 

‘‘Salar Jung.” 


“ Hyderabad, 31st March 1875, 

“Mr DEAR Colonel Fraser,— It affords me much pleasure to think 
that this meeting has been the happy means of strengthening a friend- 
ship that has existed between onr house and yours for so many years ; 
and while feeling very proud of the exceeding kind maimer in which 
you have written of my nephew, I must say that he is delighted at the 
happy result of this meeting, and has written to me acknowledging the 
many obligations he is under to you, and saying how grateful he is for 
all the kindness you have shown him. 

“ Yours very sincei'elj, 

“ Shums-ool-Oomrah, Amir-i-Knbbir,” 

“ The Residency, Hyderabad, 20th January 1 878. 

“My dear Fraser, — You have proliably heard of the row which took 
place at the railway station some days ago, in which the African Guard 

^ Lion in Battle. Lion of tlio Country. 

^ This is inserted to show the kindly feeling entertaiued towards mo by 
the Minister of the State. If these Eastern titles were recognised in the 
West, this title, the third grade at the Nizamis Court, would be equivalent 
to that of Earl. 
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were concerned. I Lave arranged with the Minister for an inquiry 
being* made into the atlair by a Court composed of an officer of the 
Residency and an official of H.H.’s Government. 

‘ As it is desirable that the officer 1 nominate to this duty shall be of 
mark and exj^ericncc, to carry due weight with him, I should like you 
to undertake the job, as I am sure you will be able to cai’ry it out better 
than any ot the other officers available for it, and I shall be much 
obliged by your doing so. 


“ R. Meade.” 


liixtract from a letter from His Highness the Hizam’s Minister to the 
Kesidont at Hyderabad, dated ISth February 18?8. 

‘‘May I bog that you will kindly convey to Colonel Fraser my 
cordial appreciation, on behalf of this Government, of the patient and 
exlianstive manner in which he has, conjointly with Molvee Mooshtak 
Hoossain, condneted the inqniry 


Extract of a letter from the First Assistant Resident, Hyderabad, to 
Colonel Hastings Fraser, Military Secretary to the Resident, 
Hyderabad, Ho. 5,871)-P., dated 22nd February 1878. 

“ 4. In forwarding for your information tbe accompanying extract 
from a letter from Sir Salar Jung, I am to express Sir R. Meade’s 
entire concurrence in the remarks therein contained, and to convey to 
you his own acknowledgments and thanks for the patient and able 
manner in which you have conducted this inqniry.” 


“Madras, 16th February 1878. 

**DEAa Colonel Fraseu, — I have read over to the Oommander-in- 
Ohief tbe papers you sent me, and which I now return, 

“ Sir Heville Chamberlain desires me to inform you that your field 
services have already been the subject of His Excellency’s consideration 
before recommending officers in the annual return for the C.B. Your 
name has been sent in with two or three others quite recently. 

“ You are, of course, aware that the Commander-iu- Chief is unable 

^ Instituted in the matter of an affray which occurred at the Hyderabad 
Railway Station, between the Railway Police and a party of H.H. the 
Hizam’s African Cavalry Guards. 
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to bring into consideration your Political service when weighing your 
Army service against that of other otliccrs of this Army. 

“ Believe mo, truly yours, 

“P. J kdb, Adjt.-Genl. 

“To Colonel Hastings Fraser, Military Secretary, 

Hyderabad Residency.” 


“ 23rd February 1881. 

“ My dear Colonel Fraser, — ^Aliow me to offer you my thanks for 
your note of the 20th current, condoling* with me on the sad loss I have 
sustained. I trust the long friendship existing between yourself and 
my late brother may exist afresh between ourselves. 

“ I am, with kind regards, 

“ Yours very sincerely, 

“ Busiiir-ood-Dowlaii.” 


“The Residency, Hyderabad, 25th July 1881. 

“My dear Colonel, — I came to a decision in the matter of the 
Silladari system with great hesitation and reluctance. I should like 
the Government of India to hear w'hat there is to he said for retaining 
things as they are, or rather as they were intended to be by Meade’s 
notes of ’76. It occurs to me that you may like to have your views 
represented j and though I don’t think your note, in its present form, 
would quite do (the object being mainly to controvert Wright’s views), 
1 shall he very glad to append to my letter a note by you on the subject, 
which, without repeating what is said in Saunders’ letter, should show 
the arguments in favour of keeping things as they are. I would add a 
paragraph to my draft, saying, ‘ I have had great hesitation in coming 
to a conclusion on a subject which is entirely new to me, and with 
which not only am I unfitted to deal, but concerning which such expe- 
rienced officers as the Bx*igadier-Greneral Commanding the Contingent 
and the Military Secretary, Hyderabad, take tho most diametncally 
opposite views. That the Government of India may have clearly before 
them both sides of the question, I append a note on tho subject by the 
Military Secretary, Colonel Hastings Fraser, whoso long connection 
with the Contingent, extending over a period of twenty-four years, 
^titles his views in favour of the] retention of the Silladari system to 
the fullest consideration.’ 


“Tours sincerely, 

“ S. 0. Baylet.’^ 
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“ Hyderabad, December 21sfc, 1881. 

“ ]\rY DEAE .CoLOXEL IfuASKE, — I am extremely obliged to you for 
your kind syinpatliising letter, and I liope that tlio fiiendship which 
always existed between you and my father will now exist between us. 

“ Igral-oo-bowlaii.’’ 


“Hyderabad, February 7th, 1883. 

“ My ocAit CoLoxEL Frasee, — I am much obliged to you for your 
kind letter, but am sorry to hoar that you contemplate leaving Hyder- 
abad ; the more especially as there has been always so strong a friend- 
ship between my father and yourself. You do not say in your letter 
when you leave this, but I hope I may have tlie pleasure of seeing you 
before you go. 

“ Believe me, dear Colonel Fraser, 

“Yours sincerely, 

“ Yikar-ul-Oomea.” 


“ Residency, 8th February 1883. 

“My dear Colonel Fraser, — I am glad that you go to visit the 
Amir-i-Kahir ; but will you, before going, come in here for a minute, 
for I want you to make for me an inquiry from the Amir-i-Kabir, 
which I can best explain verbally ? 

“ W. B, Jones.” 


“ Hyderabad, 4th June 1888. 

“ Slv DEAR Colonel Fraser, — I am glad to learn your stay in this, 
country will still extend to a few years. 

“ Believe me, yours very sincerely, 

“ R. Harindue Bahadnr, Peslicar.” 

“ June 11th, 1883. 

“ My dear Colonel Fraser, — Allow me to welcome back to Hyder- 
abad one of the oldest friends of my father. I was very glad to 
receive your kind note, and the nice basket of apples yon sent me. 
Instead of troubling you to call on me, I propose doing myself the 
pleasure of calling myself, if you will be good enough to let me know 
when I may do so. 

“ I remain, yours very truly, 

“ Mie Laie All” 
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“ 13tli July 1883. 

“ Mt deae Colonel Feaser, — I t is witlL inucli coueem that I Iiave 
learnt fi'om tlie newspapers that you liaye at last made up your mind 
to retire from the Service, because, after your eminent lather, there 
was no other o£S.cer who was so intimately acquainted w'ifch the ante- 
cedents of our family, as well as of the Hyderabad State ; and since 
the elders of our house passed away, I have always looked upon you, in 
times of difficulty, as an old friend of the family, to resort to for advice 
and consolation; but this stay also I see we are to be deprived of. 
However, I trust that you will, after recruiting your health, soon return 
to India, and be able to secure a suitable appointment under this 
Government, where I do not doubt, by your long experience and 
knowledge, combined with your genial disposition and good nature, 
you will be an ornament — ^more than anyone we may hope to secure. 

“ I earnestly trust you will prefer this to any other private enter- 
prise. 

“ With kind regards, believe me, 

‘‘ Yours very sincerely, 

“ Shumsool-oomrah, Amir-i-Kubbir.” 


“ 22nd October 1883. 

“ My dear Colonel Fraser, — I cannot allow you to leave Hyderabad 
without expressing my very sincere regret at your depai'ture, after an 
honourable and distinguished career of more than a quarter of a 
century, during which time you have endeared yourself to, and gained 
the esteem of, all the old families in Hyderabad. Your long and varied 
experience has enabled you on many occasions to give sound, whole- 
some, and kindly advice to those who havo required it; and your 
departure will be a personal loss to most of us, who have looked upon 
you as a true and intimate friend and well wisher of this State, as well 
as of the people of Hyderabad. I wish you a pleasant journey to your 
native land, and trust your absence will not be a permanent one. I can 
only say, in any case, you will always live in our hearts. 

“ With kindest regards and best wishes, 

“ I remain, yours very sincerely, 

“ Bushir-ood-Dowlah. 

“ P.S. — I write with my own hand to say that, when once you are 
pensioned, and obtain permission from the British Government to 
serve our Government, I shall be first to welcome you here. 

“B. D.’* 
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Hyderabad, Deccan, 23rd October 1883. 

DKAR Ccu.oNEL Praser, — I regret to learn that your term of 
ofTuo is dra\Niiig to a close, and that you arc about to leave us, prepa- 
ratory io t('nninating your official career in India. I need hardly say that 
\ our laihor s name, and your own long service in this State, will always 
vctp your memory alive in Hyderabad; and if, like General Briggs, 
ytai sliould eioot to spend your well-earned years of rest in this country, 
no one will rt'joice more than myself. 

“ Yours truly, 

“ Mill Laik Ali.” 

“ 14th January 1884. 

i«i:ar Colonel Fuasei^, — With reference to the letter 1 wrote to 
you before you went to England, I wdsh you to understand that should 
you make up your mind to return to Hyderabad, I will gladly encourage 
your coming here, and joi:iing the Administration in some manner. 

“ Yonrs very truly, 

“ Salau Jung.’' 


“ Hyderabad, February 18th, 1884. 

My dear Colonel Fraser, — I am sorry to learn that you are con- 
templating leaving Hydei'abad, but I hope that your absence will be a 
short one. In fact, I trust that for many years to come I may continue 
to enjoy the intimacy of friendship which has existed between ns 
so long. 

“ Yours truly, 

‘‘ Yikar-ool-Oomra.” 

Mr. Jones was still Resident at that Court, and he frequently 
come to niy house, or called me to the Eesidency, to converse on 
subjects then under consideration. Several letters also passed 
beUveen us, and in one I told him that public opinion, as brought 
to my notice by one officer in particular, Syed Mahdi Ali, the head 
of the Eevenue Board, which was confirmed from other sources, 
pointed to the late Minister’s son as fit to be employed in the 
Administration. He reifiied that he would not forget the Minister’s 
son in the arrangements to be made. 

In Marcli 1883 my health failed, and under doctor’s advice I 
proceeded to Australia, where I was kept regularly informed of 
passing events at the Nizam’s Durbar. A letter which the Senior 
Administrator, the Peshcai', had written, to be forwarded to me in 
Australia, was handed to me on my return. In it he prays me 
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to assist Iiim by interviewing Lord IJipon at Simla on return. This, 
of course, it was not in my power to do ; but as tlie several su])jects 
mentioned by him form much of the history of that time, I shall 
notice them when I place my other work before the public, 
although for sufficient reasons I withhold these documents for 
the present. The late Minister, Sir Salar Jung, had informed 
others, as well as myself, that he did not intend to consider the Rail- 
way Loan again until the Nizam came of age. Doubtless he felt that 
the acceptance of it would be pleasing to certain parties. As he 
remarked to me, “ I have got into the mouth of a snake, but I 
will wriggle out again.” On the 15th November 1882, only two 
months and a half before he died, he wrote thus : — 

“ I much thank you for the kind wishes you express for the 
prosperity of H.H.’s dominions in connection with your remarks 
regarding Mr. Abdul Huq and the Railway business, but I was 
sorry that I did not feel justified in accepting the proposals made 
through him. The liabilities and risks were so much greater than 
I had ever contemplated when .1 sent Mr. Abdul Huq homo, that 
I could not during the last years of H.H.’s minority commit tlie 
State to such heavy and possibly embarrassing engagements. 
Abdul Huq, however, no doubt did his best to ol)taiu the most 
favourable terms he could, and worked with much energy and 
bil ity.” 

Again, in the month of January 1883, Salar Jung said some- 
thing to the same effect to General Briggs, my predecessor in 
office, who resides at Bolaxum, the head-quarters of the Contingent. 
This officer told me, however, that he was not quite sure what 
loan the Minister referred to ; but as the Chanda Loan was the 
only one then under consideration, I conclude it referred to the 
Railway. Besides, Salar Jung directed his VakeeB to inform me 
he had withdrawn from it, and I have his Vakeels letter to that 
effect. This was only a few days before he died, and on the 3rd 
February 1883, only five days before his death, in convensatiou 
with me, he assured me that he would not take it up, confirming 
thereby the message he had sent only a few days before. 

On my return to Hyderabad from Australia, the Senior Admin- 
istrator’s Vakeels were constantly with me; and in regard to 
this loan, I have abundance of letters proving that one and all 
objected to it, with the exception of the Amir-i-Kabir Khoorshed 

^ Agent, 
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Jail Haliadiir, who consistently supported it. Friends of mine were 
inijuiring as to whether I would advise their investing. With such 
ahsolute proof in my possession of unwillingness on the part of the 
majority of (Government to see this loan eventually arranged, and 
the way in wliich the Press were pitting me against the other 
Posidaau'v OuiciaLs, 1 telegraphed to England, and suggested to my 
friends to liold aloof. 

(.)ne Indian journal, through some misunderstanding, actually 
gave me as an authority for a statement that this Chanda Loan 
transaction was forced upon the Hyderabad Durbar by official 
]n‘essnve. I did not make that statement; but in answering an 
iminiry from tlie Itesidcnt as to its api)earance in the Calcutta 
^hilr^oKoi, I explained that the Special Correspondent who intor- 
vii‘wed me at the period of the Nizam’s Installation was aware of 
much that had come under my notice. I could not, therefore, 
contrudiet certain statements made by him, thus seeming, perhaps, 
to actpiicsce in them, which alforded some grounds for his writing 
us ho did ; but at the same time 1 told the Eesident that in the 
event of the Viceroy si:>caking to me, I could enlighten him in 
Hyderabad affairs. 

Jly views as to the form of Government which Sir S. Bayley 
and l\Ir. Jones had intended should be adopted at Hyderabad, are 
in accord with those expressed by Busheer-ood-Dowlah in a letter 
he wrote to }5ngland in connection with this Chanda Eailway 
hrdw, returning at once certain memoranda and Articles of Asso- 
ciation of a Company being raised for that Eailway, ‘ in case it 
might bo thought he committed himself to approval (by retaining 
them over a single post) of any portion of such documents, or of 
m agreement entered into by Sirdar Diler Jung,^ and giving his 
reasons for this course. As one of the Members of Council of 
Eegency, which consists of the five highest nobles in the State, he 
strongly opposed the scheme, as also did the son of Sir Salar Jung ; 
and II.H. the Nizam was never consulted ; and the two former 
officially recorded protests against it The only two members of 
this Council from whom a quasi-consent was obtained are not 
sufficiently acquainted with English to understand the Agreement, 
and both repttdiate any responsibility for the guarantee of thirty- 
two lakhs of rupees by Hyderabad. It is only necessary to state 
^ A title then recently conferred on Mr. Abdnl Hnq. 
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that in the prospectus of the Company the investing pnhlie. ai'(‘ 
told that surveys, sections, plans, and oslimates of ousts of ll\c 
lines are comjilete ; whereas for eighty miles no survey has boon 
made, and the cost cannot be guessed at, much less calculated.” 

At this period the Peshcar and myself were on the he.st of terms, 
but subsequently we had little intercourse. On another subject 
in connection with the Nawab Busheer-ood-Dowlah T say a few 
words, as I had something to do with it. It was a matter of pre- 
cedence at Court. Tliis IsTawah claimed precedence over his 
cousin, the Amir-i-Kabir. This matter had been decided, T 
understand, by the late Minister in favour of the hfawah. The 
Resident, Mr. Jones, sent me to arrange for this gentleman con- 
ducting him to the Durbar, as the senior member of the family 
after Salar Jung’s death. This the etiquette ‘of the Durbar requires. 

Subsequently the Nawab found, on Mr. Jones’s departure, that 
the Peshcar was unwilling to conform to what had been settled. 
He remonstrated, and hoped I might be referred to. I drew 
up a report of what occurred. After submitting it I loft fur 
England. This was shortly before the Installation. The Nawab 
had informed me that, in the event of justice not being done to 
lum, he intended to appeal to the Viceroy, and refer the latter to 
me. Of the efforts made by me to bring about a reconciliation 
between these rival families, and to enlighten Government in 
regard to the matter of supposed bribery by the late Amir-i- 
Kabir, I have numerous letters. His private secretary, Mr. Sha- 
poorjee Cheenoy, came to me by permission of the Resident, and 
I drew up a report, which Sir Richard Meade was pleased to 
term “a valuable one”. The story in connection with this will 
form an interesting chapter in my new work. Mr. Shapoorjee 
was truly faithful to his master’s interest in this matter. 

In conclusion,! attach, though it was never published, as intended, 
in England, an account I drew up at the installation of His High- 
ness the Kizam. It calls attention to my hopefulness that His 
Highness will prove a credit to the brothers. Colonel John and 
Captain Claude Clerk, who, with efficient tutors under their orders, 
superintend the young Chief’s education. Captain C. Clerk is still 
with the Hizam, occupying a post which it was once contemplated 
I should occupy had Captain Clerk desired to leave. No better 
officer could be found than the one who now fiUs it, and I trust he 
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may long enjoy tlic privilege of advising liis young charge. In 
regard to iny succeeding to the place had a vacancy occurred, I 
shall have much to say hereafter. From my report on Busheer-ood- 
Dowlah’s appeal, when it is published, the public will learn my 
oi)inion of botli Captain C. Clerk and Major Gough’s abilities to 
advise those under wliom they occupy the position of Secretary. 

T1r‘ AFinister, Salar Jung, also, I consider fortunate in having at 
hand a servant so faithful to the family as Mr. Syed Hoossein 
I'elgraini. 


THE INSTALLATION OP HIS HIGHNESS THE NIZAM 
OP HYDEEABAD. 

Never has Hyderabad seen such stirring times, or been treated to 
sncli a variety of interesting, I might say exciting, events, as now. 
Scarcely had we gotten over the hurry and bustle attending the pre- 
pamtions for the reception of the young Nizam on his return from 
Calcutta, the erection of triumphal arches, the illumination of the city 
and its suburbs, and the preparation of addresses that were never read, 
then comes the news of the installation of the Nizam, received with 
manifestations of joy by the public. Parties are again divided, and 
speculate most widely as to who is to be the first Dewan under the 
new rt'ghm, and the ludicrous efforts made by rival cliques to trot forth 
their special candidate for the Dewanship in the pages of the local 
pa]X'vs, arc extremely amusing; then the commotion caused by the 
appearance amongst ns of the Calcutta Statesman, with its remarks on 
the Ilcsidoncy officials ; and last, though by no means the least unin- 
teresting (as here, again, if rumour can be relied on, rival cliques are 
concerned), we have the great libel case in which Mr. Seymour Eeay 
is suing for damages. 

I must not, however, anticipate events, but commence in due form 
by reminding your readers that the country over which the young Prince 
will be shortly placed, and which is commonly known as the Nizam’s 
Dominions, is a hilly tract of land, about 1,800 feet above the level of 
the sea, bounded on the north by the district of Khandesh and the river 
Taptee, on the south by the Toongbnddra and the Elistna, on the east 
by the Wurdah and the Godavery, and on the west by the districts 
Dharwar, Sholapoor, and Ahmednngger, and said to cover an area of 
97j8t37 square miles; having a population of 9,84j5,594 souls, or 112 to 
each square mile, of whom 925,929 are Mohammedans ; and a revenue 
of Rupees 2,87,90,200, all told. 
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Hyderabad is the largest ISFative State in India, atid is divided into 
four great pi’ovinces, viz., Hyderabad, Aurangabad, l>idur, and Derar 
or Hyderabad Assigned Districts, the three former being under the direct, 
control of the Hativc Government, while the latter is under the Govern- 
ment of India, administered by the Resident, who exercises the powers 
of a local Government. The capital, Hyderabad, is a large city, walled 
on all sides, covering an area of more than two square miles ; it has no 
less than thirteen gateways, and is separated from the Residency by the 
Moosi river, which is spanned by three substantial stone bridges, one 
being called the Oliphant Bridge, it having been planned and erected by 
Colonel Oliphant, Madras Engineers, formerly in command of the Corps 
of Engineers, Nizam’s Army, and who as Ensign held the post of Field 
Engineer at the reduction of the Fort Nowah. The Coloners son, M. 
S. Oliphant, for some time held the appointment of Private Secretary 
to His Excellency the late Sir Salar Jung, until compelled to resign by 
the Government of India. 

As a fair description of the Residency, the City, and other places of 
interest will be found in Murray’s I[andlooh of the Madras rresldoinj 
(second edition), pp. 356 to 408, I need not luero enter into tliese 
details, but shall pass on to what will be more interesting to your 
readers. 

Hyderabad is not only the most conservative city in India, but to 
the stranger would appear the most barbarous, owing to the tenacity 
with which it clings to the habits and customs of days gone by. Here, 
every individual, from the higliest to the lowest, is armed, iiot with one 
weapon only, but with a number of various kinds, from a dagger to a 
double-edged sword, and a pistol to a blunderbuss ; for, according to 
traditions, a warrior is only j&t for . battle when he has his ‘‘ Ranch 
Hatyar” (five arms) complete, and as each individual makes it a point 
of duty to show ofif to the best advantage, the pomp and show, I might 
say swagger, here seen will scarcely be met with in any other part of 
India, It is nothing strange here to see an ordinaiy Moonshee, in the 
receipt, perhaps, of from fifty to a hundred rupees a month, conveyed 
to his work in a nicely painted palanquin, having in his wake one man 
with his sword, another with his hookah, a third with his shoes or pandan; 
while the attendants of a Jagheerdar and others must consist of at least 
a dozen or so of Arabs or Rohillas, some running in front, some behind, 
with the horsekeeper hanging on to the tail of his master’s horse ; while 
the dignity of the many nobles and petty chiefs that abound in the city 
of Hyderabad is maintained by their keeping up such a number of armed 
men as they consider necessary to make their rank and station as gi'cat 
as possible in the eyes of the public. 

Yet with all this pomp and ceremony, and in spite of the dirty, 
ragged gangs of armed Rohillas, Arabs and others, and the motley troops 
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of sliaiTg-y liorscmcn wlio enliven the narrow streets of this ancient city, 
the confiision caused by the blocking up of narrow lanes by elephants, 
camels. ]>alnnquins, etc., the roar and the hubbub of its every-day life, 
and the lianghty swagger of the young dandies, who delight to show off 
their various-coloured robes, and to strut about with long, streaming 
puggries, and shoes, generally red, about one-third shorter than their 
feet, and into which they can just manage to stick the tips of their toes, 
Hj’dcrabad is not the rutliauly place that many suppose it to be, and 
this a visitor will soon find out, if he only cares to remain long enough 
with some friend in Chudderghat, where he will see scores of Europeans 
and Ihiru-^ians daily going to tlicir vainous occupations in all parts of 
the cit}". into the remotest parts of which “ Tommy Atkins” also finds his 
way wlu>uovor ho lias a cur to palm off on some rich Native for some 
fancy price. 

When the fatlior the 3 ''oung Nizam, Afzul-nd-Dowla, was placed 
upon the Mui<nad in the year 1857, he fiirst left his residence at nine 
oktloek in the morning, seated on tho largest elephant that could be 
obtained, and proceeded in great state towards the Palace, surrounded 
by nobles in their Oriental splendour, and guarded by a whole army 
of troops, chiefly Infantry, and he had no sooner entered the chief gate 
of the Palace, than, according to custom, a buffalo was brought forth 
and sacrificed across his path. On the aiTival of the Resident (Colonel 
Davidson) with his Staff; His Highness was led to the Musnad by 
the senior member of the Shums-ul-umra family (who adopted as 
his heirs tin* NawabsMotasham-ood-Dowla and Busheor-ood-Dowla; but 
file former died not long ago, and that branch of the family is now 
r<;presenli‘d by tbc Nawab Busheer-ood-Dowla) and Salar Jung, who 
each held one of his hands. The Rasident then addressed His Highness, 
congratulating him on his accession to the throne of^his forefathers. 
After the pi*esentation of Nuzzar, which followed soon after, the cere- 
mony was clt^sed with tho slaughter of two sheep in the adjoining 
court. 

TliO dynasty of the Nizam began in the year 1712, and His Highness, 
Meer Mahboob AH Khan, is the ninth in succession. He was born 
on 17th August 18C6, and, while still under three years, was proclaimed 
successor to his father, the late Nizam Afzul-ud-Dowla, who died at 
Hyderaliad on the 26fch February 1869, at the early age of forty-three 
years. Tho infant Prince was placed on the Musnad by the Minister 
and the Nawab Shums-uI-umra, the formal ceremony of his installa- 
tion taking place on the 6th !Maich 1869, when the Resident, C, B. 
Saunders, Esq., O.B., attended by his Staff and a number of military 
officei*sfrom Secunderabad, proceeded to the Palace, where the Minister, 
Nobles, and the principal Sirdars bad assembled. After the usual saluta- 
tions, fhc procession moved into the interior court, when it was met by 
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the Priiico, wlio was bovne in the anus of his uurs^'. Takiiii^ 

the little fellow’s band, the kiiulK Reshloni led iuiii towanis iho 
Musiiad, and after a few congratulatoiy roiuarks, to wliioh ilie late Sir 
Salar J ung replied on behalf of His Highness, the Resident and his 
Sta.ft’ left the Palace, all seemingly well pleased at the snccessful termi- 
nation of tlie ceremony- 

Of the young Prince’s early days there is little to bo said further 
than that, until the year 1875, when his education commenced with tutors 
placed under the control of Captain Clerk, appointed Guardian, he was 
left entirely to the care of his grandmother and mother. The late 
Mzam having lost three sons, he was, it is stated, persuaded by a Fakir 
whom he had consulted, not to set his eyes upon his last born, lost some 
evil should befall him, and to this precaution on the fixthcr’s part is 
attributed by some the life of the son. Strange as it may appear to 
people in England unacquainted with the manners and customs of 
Orientals, that a ruler so powerful as the Nizam of Hyderabad should 
restrain himself from seeing the face of his only' surviving child at the 
mere bidding of a holy man, yet it is nevertheless the fact ; notwith- 
standing all the civilising influences of British administration, the Fakir 
continues to hold his own, and is still the oi*acle to whom those iu 
distress resort. 

The first Guardian to the young Nizam was Captain Jolm Clerk, 
late of the Rifle Brigade, and now Colonel and Equerry to H.R.H. 
the Duke of Edinburgh, who arrived in Hyderabad in 1875, Owing, 
however, to the sudden death from cholera of Mrs. Clerk, ho resigned 
his appointment, and was succeeded hy his brother, Captain C. Clerk, 
who arrived in Hyderabad in November 1870, and is still iu attendance 
on His Highness, and will, no doubt, be remembered when the Prince 
comes into power. During the period between 1877 and 1881 His 
Highness’s education and training have boon carried on with activity 
and earnestness, and “considering the difBculties and prejudices to 
be overcome, the progress made is most satisfactory”, His Highness 
havingnowacquired a fair practical knowledge of Persian and English. 
The young Nizam has “ strongly developed that taste for manly sports 
and exercises for which all his ancestors were noted in their youth. 
He is veiy fond of cricket and tent-pegging, in which latter 
he excels; and those who have been associated with the young 
Prince in educational and social affairs, speak in the highest possible 
terms of his amiability and desire to please”; and as regards his 
preparation for administrative work, His Highness has for some 
time past been studying, under Captain Clerk’s advice, a prkis 
of the revenue, financial and general work of the State, drawn 
up for his use; and during his tour to Raichore, Goolburga, and 
Aurangabad, His Highness has had opportunities of inspecting the 
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various Departments, tlie working of wliioli was carefully explained to 
iiim ; and tiie intelligent interest” that he manifested in all that was 
placed before him augurs well for his futee career as a ruler of the 
State. Captain Clerk met with some opposition, on which I may 
comment hereafter. 

On tlie occasion of the young Piunce having been declared heir 
to the throne, a Begency, consisting of the late Sir Salar Jung and the 
Anieer-i-Kaheer, was formed for the administration of the affairs of 
tbe State, and for tbe purpose of the training of the young Mzam. 
At the time when the Begency was established, Busheer-ood-Dowiah, a 
nepliew of the Ameei*-i-Kabeer, and now his heir, was appointed 
Minister of Justice. 

His Highness the Hizam is now enjoying excellent health and 
strength, and is more lively than he has been for a long time past. 
His Highness, as may probably he remembered, was prevented through 
ill-health from being present with the Native Princes and Nobles 
assembled in Bombay in the year 1875 to welcome His Royal High- 
ness the Prince of Wales to India; and although fears were enter- 
tained that the same cause would prevent his being present at the 
great Durbar, held at Delhi, on the occasion of the proclamation 
of the assumption by our gracious Queen of the title of Empress of 
India, yet, with great care and attention, he was, to the credit of 
Captain Clerk, not only able to be present at the great assemblage, 
but to return to his people, if not better, at least in no worse state of 
health than he loft them. 

His Highness was to have left Hyderabad for England in April last, 
accompanied by a large suite of the Hyderabad nobility; hut, owing to 
the melancholy event that deprived Hyderabad of its guiding hand, 
and the Nizam of a wise counsellor, who was suddenly summoned to 
joiimey in a direction we all must go sooner or later, His Highness's 
visit to Europe had to, be postponed. 

It is generally believed that during His Highness’s recent visit to 
'Calcntta tbe. Viceroy endeavoured to impress upon him the necessity 
for, and the benefit he would derive from, such a visit, but all will 
admit that be must not be coerced into going. 

'His Highness 'an,d suite, while' en wide to Hyderabad from, Calcutta, 
whither' he had 'p«ceeded on the 17th December, .stopped at', ''Gool- 
'burgafor the '.purpose' of laying the 'foundation-stone of a cotton mill, 
about to'^'be 'erected at, that place' by a ,company of 'enterprising' Native 
'..'''.gentlemen. 'There TOS'.'gr'Oat demonstration at' the station’ and along 
'lie whole route 'to th^ ,' town, ''WMch" was nicely decorated. ■' The .follow-''' 
, ing' '^rnoo'n,' loth' 'January, '''''4:^ His Highness arrived at the site 

of the new mill, where he was received by the Chairman and Directors, 
and conducted to' a'mi'sed', dais ;m: the ..centre '''of '''a' nm^^ constructed 
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pandal (canopy), surrounded at various distances by triumphal arclics, 
bearing, among other mottoes and banners of v?elcome, “ May progress 
be the motto of this State”, “May thy Ministers be true and loyal.” 

After a few words from the Chairman, Director of the Company, 
giving a summary of the history of the origin of the factory, His 
Highness replied — “ Mr. Chairman, Ameers, ladies and gentlemen, — 
It gives me, I assure you, great pleasure that I was able to accept the 
invitation given me a short time ago that I should lay the first stone 
of this mill at Goolhurga. It will, wdien finished, as you arc doubt- 
less aware, be the second mill that has been constructed in the 
Hyderabad State. Some two years ago I visited, with His Excellency 
the late Sir Salar Jung, the cotton mills at H3^dcrabad, and I was 
much interested with all that was shown me there on the occasion of 
my visit. I need hardly say that I entirely concur in the views 
expressed in regard to industries and enterprises in my dominions by 
His Excellency the late lamented Nawab Sir Salar Jung, and to which 
you have very justly alluded in the address made to this assembled 
company. The development of the resources of my country will soon 
claim my closest attention, because I feel sure that the prospiuity and 
happiness of my subjects will result therefrom ; and this being the case, 
I take, and shall continue to take, the deepest interest in the enterprise 
now being undertaken. I have great pleasure in according my consent 
to your request that you shall call this mill the ^ Goolburga Mahhoob 
Shahi Mill Company, Limited’, sincerely hoping that the mill will 
prove a financial success. I will now proceed to perform the pleasing 
duty of making use of this beautiful trowel, by laying the first stone 
of the Goolburga Mahhooh Shahi Cotton Mill Company, Limited.” 

The Hizam then proceeded to a separate pandal, where the stone was 
suspended, covered with a cloth bearing ther words “ Faith, Hope, and 
Charity”. A bottle containing some coins and papers having been depo- 
sited in a place prepared for it, the Nizam was presented with a handsome 
gold trowel, with which he proceeded to lay the stone ; and no sooner 
had he declared the stone to be properly set, than he was covered with 
a shower of flowers, which, by some ingenious contrivance, was made to 
fall from the ceiling of the pandal, and at the same time to unveihthc 
stone. 

Goolburga, it should he remembered, is a large city with a popu- 
lation of ahont forty thousand souls, nearly two-thirds of whom are 
Hindoos, and the remainder Mohammedans. It is the head station of 
the district, and is garrisoned by a regiment of Oavaliy, a little under 
800 strong, and a few companies of Infantry of His Highness the 
Nizam's Reformed Troops. Goolburga has always been noted for its 
mosques, shrines, and saints, and its Mohammedan inhabitants for their 
turbulent character. Three years ago a serious outbreak occurred here. 
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followed some time after by a rising of ibe convicts of the central jail, 
numbers of whom eventiially made good their escape. The erection, 
therefore, of a cotton mill at such a place augurs well for the future 
welfare of the people, who, it is hoped, will soon learn to beat their 
swords into ploughshares. 

The young Kizam returned to Hyderabad by special train on the 
morning of the 11th January, and was received with greater demon- 
strations of joy than had previously been accorded him on any of the 
former occasions of his return to his capital. The approach of the 
train was announced by the boom of the guns stationed on the Hed 
Hills, about half-a-mile from the station, and was soon followed by a 
salute from the Mud Battery at Secunderabad, about five miles off; and 
as the train glided into the station, the guard of honour from the 
Reformed Troops presented arms, while the Oavalry band, which was 
in attendance, played God save the Queen.” His Highness, who 
seemed fatigued, went at once to his carriage and drove off towards 
the city, escorted by a troop of the African Cavalry. The Palace of 
the Nizam is about two miles from the railway station, the route to 
which was lined on both sides with troops, behind whom were dense 
crowds of men, women, and children, decked in their best gaily-coloured . 
clothes, all anxious to get a glimpse at, and to make their salaams to, 
their youtliful Padishah, who was received throughout the whole route 
with demonstrations of great joy. 

The shops and dwelling-houses, which had been previously white- 
washed, W’'ere nicely decorated with flowers, evergreens, and various 
coloured designs, while a goodly array of different-coloured flags, banners, 
mottoes, etc., floated in the air ; the streets were hedged with foliage, 
palms, and other plants ; and no pains had, apparently, been spared to 
show off tlio bridges, city gates, and the principal buildings to the 
best advantage. Certain localities had been assigned to the different 
Departments of the Nizam’s service, viz., Revenue, Education, Military, 
Municipal and Public Works, each of which had its magnificent triumplml 
arch done up in such a manner as to represent the Department to which 
it belonged, and much praise is due to all concerned for the taste and 
skill with which these elegant and stately struefcures had been erected 
and decorated. In the evening such a blaze of lights shone forth as 
Hyderabad had never before witnessed. Public buildings as well as 
private dwelling-houses, whether of the rich or poor, in and out of the 
city, were illuminated according to the means of the people, and pre- 
sented such a scene of dazzling beauty that the young Nizam' was 
induced to mount his elephant at about 9 p.m., and visit some of the 
principal places in the city. 

Owing to ihe present unhealthy state of Chudderghat, the Resident 
waa compehed to remove to his summer residence at Bolarum, the head- 
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quarter station of tlie HyderaTbad Contingent, about eleven miles from 
Cliuddergbat. Here the Eesident and bis Assistants are up to tlicir 
eyes in business, arranging accommodation for tbe large company of 
distinguislied visitors that are now beginning to pour into the place. 
His Excellency tbe Viceroy, tbe Marchioness of Eipon, the Governors 
of Madras and Bombay, the Gommanders-in- Chief, Sir Donald Stewart, 
Sm Frederick Boberts, and General tbe Honble. Arthur Hardinge, with 
their various Staffs, estimated at about 100, will reside at Eoiarum 
in such bouses and tents as can be provided. Tbe Residency and its 
compound are to be lighted; and, judging from tbe great preparations 
that are being so rapidly pushed on, great doings are expected. 

Although no official programme has yet been published, it is generally 
believed that the Viceroy will bold a levee for the European officers 
on tbe morning of tbe 4Hi ; after which, visits will be exchanged by 
His Highness the Mzam, followed by a grand state ball in the evening. 
The 5th will be devoted to the real business of tbe Installation, and tbe 
Nizam will entertain the Viceroy at a state banquet on the Gth. There 
will be a grand review of all the troops in garrison, followed by a banquet 
in tbe evening to the Nizam at the Bolarum Mess, while the afternoon 
of each day will be taken up with racing and all kinds of sports. 

In the account of the laying of the foundation stone of the new 
cotton mills at Goolhurga, by His Highness the Nizam, it will be 
remembered that His Highness stated, “The development of the 
resources of my country will soon claim my closest attention, because 
I feel sure that the prosperity and happiness of my subjects will result 
therefrom ; and this being the case, I take, and shall continue to take, 
the deepest interest in the enterprise now being undertaken.^' 

I little then thought that the youthful Prince would soon demon- 
strate that these were not mere formal expressions, to be forgotten 
almost as soon as uttered. His Highness, with a view to set an example 
to his Nobles and wealthy subjects, and to convince all of the interest 
he takes in the development of industrial institutions in bis country, 
sent the other day for the share-hook of the Goolhurga Mahboob Shalii 
Mills, and put his name down for fifty .shares in the company. This 
spontaneous act was much talked .of in the city, as indicating the 
liberal and considerate spirit which will characterise the future admin- 
istration of His Highness, which is happily so soon to commence. 

In . consequence of .the rapid movements of His Excellency the 
'' Viceroy, m to Hyderabad, the ceremony of the Nizam proceeding 
to the boundary of his territory to receive and conduct His Excellency 
through his dominions was dispensed with, and in lieu thereof a depu-' 
tation, consisting, of' Major Trevor, .First Assistant Resident, Colonel 
Dobbs, Judicial Superintendent of: Railway, s, and two principal officers 
of the Hyderabad : State,, proceeded to Raichore, where it met: His ExoeD' 
lency and accompanied him to Hyderabad. 
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The R]K‘cial train containing His Excellency the Viceroy, the l\lar- 
chionoss of Ripon and suite, arrived at Hyderabad at 4.30i3.m. (2nd Feb.). 
The near a[>pi’oac]i of the train was announced by a Boyal salute o£ 
thirty-one guns, fired iroin the Rod Hills by a Reformed Troop Battery, 
and His Highness the Nizam arrived at the station just in time to shake 
hands with the llesident, Colonel Hastings Fraser, Military Secretary, 
and some of the principal officers. When the train steamed into the 
station tlio guard of honour from the Reformed Troops presented arms, 
and the 1 »anil ]>layod ‘'God save the Queen”. His Excellency, on alight- 
ing from his saloon carriage, which had been sent round from Calcutta 
to ]\ladT*as, was received by the young Nizam, the Resident, the principal 
oliletu's of tlie Hyderabad State, the Major- Croneral Commanding the 
Hyderabad Subsidiary Force, and the Brigadiei'-Gencral Commanding 
the Hyderabad Contingent; and while the ceremony was proceeding, a 
shower of flowers was made to fall upon the party from the roof of a 
neatly constructed pandal. Such of tlie Nobles as had accompanied the 
Nizam to Calcutta came forward and shook hands with Lord Ripon, 
while the Nawab Biishcer-ood-Dowkh, who had had to remain behind 
to conduct the affixirs of the State, and the other Nobles who had not 
boon to Calcutta, were introduced to His Excellency by His Highness 
the Nizam, 

In addition to the officers already referred to, there were present on 
the laihvay platform all Staff Officers of the garrison not on duty, includ- 
ing Volxuitec’r officers, and the few Reformed Troop officers who were 
ocmbideretl eligible to be present on such occasions ; and what with the 
grandeur of the decorations, the glittering robes of various-coloured 
satins ami velvets with which the principal Nobles, about twenty in all, 
were attired, the different-coloured unifoi'ms of the officers, set off with 
gold and silver Iticc, the scene on the platform was extremely grand, 
several fair views of which have, I believe, been obtained by the enter- 
prising pbotogra])hers, Molkenteller and Brothers. 

Although all officers of the gariison, from the three cantonments of 
Bokruin, Triiuulgheny, and Secunderabad, were ordered to be present, 
admission to the platform was by ticket issued by the Resident, while 
admiHsion to the railway enclosure was by ticket issued by the manager 
of the mlway, and it is no doubt due to the precautions taken by those 
entrusted with tiio management that everything went off so well, without 
that crush and confusion which usually attends such gatherings. 

The formal ceremony concluded, the Viceroy was escorted to his 
carriage by His Highness the Nizam and the Resident, when the Vice- 
regal party left the station, escorted by a detachment of the 14:th 
Hussars, and saluted by a guard of honour, which had been drawn up 
outside the sUtion. Lord and Lady Ripon, the Foreign Secretary, and 
the Rebident, occupied the first carriage, which was driven by two Royal 
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Horse Artillerymen in full dress; then followed the carriat^-es of (he 
members of the Viceroy’s Staff, general Stall*, rogimoiital and depart- 
mental officers, and after an interval of a few seconds came tlu^ eai*riagt‘s 
of His Highness the Nizam, escorted by his African Cavalry guard, 
behind which followed carriages of the Native Nobles and Chiefs, oacli 
attended by small detachments of mounted men* 

On arrival at the Civil Club, which ends the road to the railway 
station, the Nizam turned to the right, and proceeded along the Resi- 
dency road to the City, followed by his Nobles, except two of the prin- 
cipal officers of the State, who had been directed to accompany the 
Viceroy. Froin the same point, viz., the Civil Club, the head' of the 
Viceregal train turned to the left and passed through Chuddergliat, 
over the Hussain Saugar Tank bund to Secunderabad. After stopping 
a short time at the Assembly Rooms to exchange horses, the cortege 
proceeded by the One Tree Hill through the Military Cantoiuueiit of 
Trimnlgherry to the Bolarum Residency, where it arrived at 7 p.m. 

From the Hyderabad Railway Station to Soennderabad tlie entire 
route was lined with the Nizam’s Reformed Troops, who saluted the 
Viceroy as he passed along. Similarly, from Secunderabad to Trim- 
ulgherry the road was kept by the Madras Native lufaniry and tlic 
Secunderabad Police, while the road from Trimulgherry to Bolarum 
was held by the troops of the Hydcmbad Contingent. As His Plxccl- 
lency passed through Secunderabad, a Royal sahxto of thirty-ono guns 
was fired by the Royal Artillery from the Mud Battery, and a similar 
salute was fired by the Hydci^abad Contingent Battery at Boluruni, 
where His Excellency was received by a guard of honour, with band 
and colours from the 21st Scotch Fusiliers. 

Regarding the decorations, there is not much to say, oxtonding as 
they did from the Residency to Secunderabad, over a distance of more 
than four miles, and again from the Residency to the Nizam’s Palace. 
Nearly two miles too much had apparently been attempted. Had the 
same material and labour, or I should say money (for Government had 
to pay for all), been confined to a more limited space, doubtless the 
effect would have been much better. Throughout the route above- 
mentioned various-coloured flags, banners, streamers, etc., hung from 
lines stretched along both sides of the roads, supported at inttawals of 
about fi% yards by long bamboo poles bound round with dilFereut- 
coloured cloth, looking something like long harber’s-poles, tipped ofl’ with 
star and crescent, which seemed to figure everywhere, no device or 
motto being, apparently, complete without it. Across the road, at various 
places, were stretched different-coloured strips of cloth, bearing the 
mottoes, ‘‘Long live His Highness”, “ God bless the Country”, ** A 
right Royal welcome we give thee”, “Long live the Nizam”, “Welcome 
to the Viceroy”, “God hless our Empress”, “Health, Wealth, and 
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Prosperity”, “Long may His Higlincss reign”, “God bless the Empress 
of India”, “Long Life and Happiness”, “ Hicb and Poor welcome tbee” 
“Welcome”, etc., etc., as also some few in Persian character. 

Along the Sccmiderabad route there were six triumphal arches, and 
long the City road three ; and as these are almost identical with the 
arclies already alluded to, they may be passed by with the remark that 
for artistic skill the military outstepped all others, more particularly 
when it is considered that the cost of its erection was entirely borne by 
the otUcers of the Reformed Troops. The other arches were erected at 
the expense of Goveimmeut. Great credit is due to Major Heville and 
the oilicers under his command, who, as a x'ule, do not draw one-third 
of the salaries drawn by tlie other officers of the Nizam’s Government. 

It the loyalty of the people is to be judged by outward demonstration, 
then indeed wo have seen it at this place. Mr. Wilkinson’s stately 
mansion, which was nicely decorated, was the first on the list. 

On Monday, 4th February 1884, at 10 p.m., was hold what is termed 
the “ceremony of Mizaj Pursi”; that is, four of the principal officers 
of H.H. the Nizam’s State proceeded with due ceremony to Bolarum 
to inquire after His Excellency’s health. These officers were received 
by the Military Secretary, the officer on special duty in the B oreign 
Department, and one of His Excellency’s Aides- de-Oamp, and, after the 
usual formalities had been gone through, were dismissed by the officer 
on special duty in the Foreign Department presenting attar and pan. 

At 11 a.m. the same day, the Nizam, attended by nine of the prin- 
cipal Nobles and officers of State, paid what is termed a private visit to 
His Excellency at Bolarum. The Militaiy Secretary to the Viceroy, 
the officer on special duty in the Foreign Department, and one of His 
Excellency’s Aides-de-Camp, proceeded at 8 a.m. to Hydei'abad, and 
escorted llis Highness the Nizam to the Viceregal residence. On the 
anival at Bolarum the Nizam was received, on alighting from his 
carriage, by the Resident and an Aide- de-Camp of the Viceroy, and 
comlucted to the verandah, where he was met by the Foreign Secretary, 
who conducted the Nizam to His Excellency’s presence. The Viceroy, 
receiving ilie Nizam at the edge of the carpet, conducted him to a seat 
at his right hand; and on the right of the Nizam were seated the 
Eosident, the Ministers, Nobles and officers in attendance on His 
Highness, according to their rank. On the left of the Viceroy sat the 
Foreign Secretary, the Major-General Commanding the Hyderabad 
Subsidiary Force, the Brigadier-General Commanding the Hyderabad 
Contingent, the Private and Military Secretaries to the Viceroy, the 
officer on special duty in the Foreign Department, and the Military 
Staff. After a short conversation, the Native Ministers and Nobles who 
had accompanied the Nizam were presented to His Excellency by the 
Resident, each of whom presented a nuzzar of five gold mohars, which 
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■was merely toncliecl by tlio Viceroy and remitted. The ceremony was 
brought to a close by the Viceroy ofTering attar and pmi to the jShzani. 
The Foreign Secretary oflfered attar and pan to the four principal 
Ministers and Nobles, and the ofBccr on special duty in the Foreign 
Department to the others. 

His Highness, who was escorted to and from Bolarum by his own 
Cavalry, was received with a salute of twenty-one gnus, &cd by No. 3 
Battery, Hyderabad Contingent, and a guard of honour from a British 
regiment. The Contingent band was in attendance, and played during the 
interview, and the Contingent Cavalry lined the road leading to the 
Residency. The same formalities attended His Highness’s departure, 
and salutes were fired at Secunderabad as His Highness passed through 
the station. 

At 2.45 p.m. the same day, a deputation, consisting of the four prin- 
cipal officers of the Hyderabad State, waited on the Viceroy at Bolarum 
for the purpose of conducting His Excellency to the Nizam’s Palace. 
His Excellency left Bolarum at 3 p.m., under a royal salute fj-oiu the 
guns of the Contingent Battery. He was escorted by a wing of the 14tb 
Hussars and a wing of the Contingent Cavalry, and was attended by 
his Private and Military Secretaries, his personal Staff*, the Foreign 
Secretary, the Major-General OommandingHyderabad Subsidiary Force, 
and the Brigadier- Ceneral Commanding Hyderabad Contingent, with 
their respective Staffs. On arrival at the Palace at 4.30 p.m., His 
Excellency was received on alighting from his caxTiage by the Nizam 
and the Resident, and conducted to the Durbar Hall, where he occupied 
a seat on the right of the Nizam; to the right of his Excellency sat the 
Foreign Secretary, the Major-General Commanding Hyderabad Sub- 
sidiary Force, the Brigadier- General Commanding Hyderabad Contin- 
gent, and His Excellency’s Private and Militaiy Seoretar’ies and personal 
Staff; while on the left of the Nizam were seated the Resident, and beyond 
him the Ministers, Nobles, and officers in attendance on His Highness, 
according to rank. After a shoi't conversation, the Ministers, Nobles, 
and officers of the State wore presented to His Excellency by the 
Resident, each of whom presented a imzzar of five gold mohurs, which 
His Excellency touched and remitted. The ceremony of tho return 
visit was brought to a close by the Nizam presenting attar and pfiu to 
His Excellency, to the Foreign Secretary, and to the Resident, and the 
principal officers of the State to tho other British officers present. His 
Excellency was then conducted to his carriage by the Nizam and tho 
Resident, and left under a royal salute of twenty-one guns by the Nizam’s 
Artillery ; the road leading to the city was lined by the Nizam’s troops, 
and a guard of honour, which was drawn up in front of tlxc Nizam’s 
Palace, saluted His Excellency on arrival and departure. 

His Excellency closed the day by a levee, which was held at Bolarum 
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at p.ni., and was attended by all officers, Civil and Military, a few 
nou-uflicial Europeans, and a number of T^Tativc gentlemen. The levee 
closed by the presentation to His Excellency of the Native oj0S.cers in 
garrison by their commanding officers. 

The oth February 1884 will ever bo I'emembered as a red-letter day 
in the annals of the Hyderabad State, not only on account of the instal- 
lation of the youthful Prince, Mir Mahboob Ali Khan, but as the first 
instance on rc‘Cord of a Viceroy and Governor- General having visited 
Hy< k'riihad. At the first dawn of day Hyderabad seemed to have sud- 
denly s}>rung into a lively state of activity; everywhere the roads were 
being swe])t and watered, the last finishing touches were given to some 
of tlio dectu'ations, mounted orderlies hurrying along, and troops of all 
kinds moving in different directions to take up the various positions 
assigned to them along the city and Chudderghat roads; and scarcely 
had these time to take up their positions, when carriages of all kinds, 
from the usual x^at-likc pony trap to the swell turn-out of the city 
Nawab, came streaming into Hyderabad, and ceased only a few minutes 
before the time fixed for the Viceregal cortege to arrive. 

His Excellency loft Bohirum under a Royal salute, fired by the Con- 
tingent Battery at 0 a.m., accompanied by a deputation of the four 
principal officers of the Hyderabad State, the Foreign Secretary, the 
Pinvatc and Military Secretaries, the officer on special duty in the 
Foreign Department and personal Staff, the Major-General Command- 
ing Hyderabad Subsidiary Force, and the Brigadier-General Command- 
ing Hyderabad Contingent, with their Staffs. The Viceroy was escorted 
by a wing of the 14th Hussars and a Battery of Royal Horse- 
Artillery. The handsome dress of the men and their soldier-like bearing 
added much to the grandexir of the procession. The road from the 
Boliirum Residency to the City, upwards of fourteen miles, was lined by 
British, Native, Contingent, and Nizam’s ti'oops, behind which were 
gathered crowds of people anxious to see the Lord Sahib as he passed 
by. H(n-e and there His Excellency was cheered by the people, hut 
their domonstx^ation was so feeble that their voices wei'e almost lost in 
the noise ci*eated by the horses’ hoofs and the rattle of the guns. 

Thcfr Escelloixcies the Governor of Madinas and the Oommander-in- 
Cliief in India, and the Commander-in-Chief of the Madras Army, who 
had preceded the Viceroy, arrived at the Palace a little after ten o’clock, 
where, they were received with the honours due to their x'ank, and 
escorted to tho seats allotted to them, on the immediate left of the 
Vicei*oy, by the First Assistant Resident and the Military Secretary. 
All Civil and Military officers invited to attend, the Nobles and 
Ministers of the State, and other pei'sons specially invited, were 
requested to be seated in the Durbar Hall half-an-hour before the 
arrival of His Excellency the Viceroy. 



lx 


APrKNDIX. 


His Excellcnoy arrived at tlie Palace at lO.b'O a.ni., and was ret^eivod 
by a guard of honour, with band and colours, from the Nizaui's troops ; 
and as he alighted from his carriage he was received by the Nizaui, 
the Kesident, and the four Ministers and principal officers of tiie State. 
A procession was then formed, and moved towards the Durbar Hall in 
the following order : — 


The officer on special duty in 
The Foreign Secretary. 

His Excellency the Viceroy’s 
Staff. 

His Excellency the Viceroy. 

The Major-Q-eneral Commanding 
the Subsidiary Staff. 


the Foreign Department. 

The Resident. 

His Highness the Nizam’s Staff. 
His Highness the Nizam. 

The Brigadier-General Command- 
ing Hyderabad Contingent 
Staff. 


On the procession entering the Durbar Hall, a second guard of 
honour, stationed within the quadrangle, presented arms, and the band 
played the National Anthem, and a Royal salute of thirty-one guns was 
fired in honour of His Excellency, on whose approach all present arose 
to their feet, and remained standing until His Excellency took liis seat. 

That part of the Palace in which the ceremony of Installation was 
held is called the Durbar Hall, at the extreme end of which a chair had 
been erected, over which was a beautiful canopy covered with embroi- 
dered cloth, and supported by four handsome silver poles ornamented 
with gilt scroll work. On the dais, which was covered with yellow 
velvet carpets,' were placed two chams of state, one representing the 
Musnud ; and in front of the dais were placed two chairs, one for His 
Excellency the Viceroy, and the other for the Nizam, while on either 
side were arranged, along the whole length of the hall, chairs for all 
invited to attend. There were fally two hundred persons present, 
about twenty-five of whom were ladies ; and what with the variously^ 
coloured uniforms of the officers — ^scarlet, blue, green, French grey, 
drab, dark grey, etc* — the heavily embroidered coats of the Politicals, 
and the gorgeous dresses of the Ministers, Nobles, and other Native 
gentlemen, attired as they were in gold-brocaded coats of satins and 
velvets of green, purple, and other colours, the scene was grand beyond 
description. 

On entering the Durbar Hall, His Excellency took his scat in front 
of the dais, and His Highness the Nizam on his right. On His Ex-, 
cellency’s. left were seated the Foreign Secretary and the other British 
officers and guests present, while to the right of the Nizam were seated 
the Resident at Hyderabad and the Ministers, and Nobles and officers 
of the State, according to rank. After all had been seated, His 
Excellency the Viceroy and Governor- General rose and addressed the 
Nizam as follows : — 
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I Clin assiu’C Your Higliness that it affords me great gratification to 
be able to be present bcrc to-day in order to discharge, in the name 
and on behalf of the Queen and Empress of India, the duty of declaring 
Your Highness to be invested with full powers for the administration 
of your State. Wlicn I learnt from Your Highness a few weeks ago 
tliat you had a great wish that I should come to Hyderabad for this 
purpose, I felt a strong desire to comply with your request, in which I 
saw a proof of your Higlniess’s attachment to the British Government 
and of your confidence in the strength and sincerity of its friendship. 

“ T ann I believe, the first Viceroy or Governor- General who has 
ever visited hfydorabad, and my presence on tliis occasion is a mark 
not only of the close and intimate ties which nnite the Ruler of this 
Great State to the Government of the Queen-Empress, but also of Her 
Majesty’s deep interest in the welfare of the Hizam. 

During the long years of your minority, Your Highness and your 
people enjoyed a singular advantage in having at the head of the 
Administration of the State ono of the foremost statesmen of India — a 
man who, by his high intelligence, his varied capacity, and his devotion 
to Your Highness’s interests, was able amidst all the difficulties of a 
minority to conduct the Government of the State with a success which 
entitles him to the grateful remembrance both of Your Highness and 
of the Goverment of India. Sir Salar Jung, during Your Highness’s 
youth, had done much to reform the Administration in many ways, to 
improve the revenue system, and to give increased security to life and 
property, and at the moment of death he was contemplating further 
measures of improvement. It had been my hope that when Your 
Highness came of age he would have been at hand to aid you with his 
long experience, and to serve you with his well-tried zeal ; but it has 
pleased God to ordain otherwise, and to take him from your side at the 
very moment when, in some respects, you must stand in need of such 
assistnneo as he could have given to you, and his absence from among 
us casts a shade even over the brilliant ceremonies and heartfelt 
rejoicings of this auspicious day. But his work survives him. I trust 
that Your Htglmeiss’s Ministers will ever make it a guiding object of 
their administration to preserve and to extend that work. 

“ I have now a few words of practical advice to offer to you. Look 
to your finances — disordered finances are the ruin of States, It is so 
cveiywherc. It is very specially so in India. Carelessness and extrava* 
gance in financial matters mean, first, heavy taxation and the gradual 
impoverishment and ruin of the people, and then loans with increasing 
interest and final bankruptcy. Reasonable economy, just aid, and equal 
taxation, mean ever-increasing prosperity and expanding wealth. 
A good revenne system is the foundation of good government in India, 
and without it the Prince is embarrassed and the people miserable. 
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Again T caruost-ly trust that Your Higlnioss will lco(‘p a strict watcili 
over tlie honest and equal administration of justice; I hat the judicial 
officers of a State should be pure, above the taint of vsnspicioii, nml 
courageous — above the influence of fear, secures for a rulor the grati- 
tude of his subjects and the admiration of his neighbours. Pui'e jus- 
tice is the brightest jewel that can adorn a coronet. Let it ovei* sliino 
forth on yours. 

“ Your Highness has before you a great and arduous task. You are 
the ruler of some ten millions of men ; their welfliro will lienceforth 
depend greatly upon you, upon your wisdom, your industry, and your 
self-denial. Let me entreat you not to look with vain satisfaction 
upon the outward shows of power, upon the wealth and splendour by 
which you will be surrounded — upon the submission and often the 
flattery which will meet you on every hand. Your territories are exten- 
sive, their revenues great, their population numerous ; but lot none of 
these things be your pride. You are young, and will be pressed upon 
many sides by the temptations to which youth is especially exposed ; but 
never let them gain the masteiy over you : you have nobler aims to 
follow and greater deeds to do. If you would make for yoursi'If a 
name among the Pinnces of India, you can only win it in the days in 
which we live, by the justice of your Government, and by the acknow- 
ledged prosperity of your people. That people’s loyalty to your honour 
and to yourself is manifest and unquestioned ; it rests with you to pre- 
serve it, and, as years go on, to deepen it into the most precious pos- 
session of a rulei', the unfeigned love of his subjects. The care of 
those subjects has not been enti'ustcd to you by God that you may 
make them the instrument of your pleasure or your pride. IJe has 
given them into your care that you may rule and guide them fur His 
glory and their welfare. In their well-being you will And your truest 
happiness, in their contentment your best security. Sot before yon no 
lesser aim ; be satisfied with no meaner fame ; but as you look back 
over the roll of your ancestors, and recall the annals of your House, 
let it be your ambition that when you, too, shall be gathered to 
your fathers, men should say of you, ‘ He left his people the better for 
his rule.’ 

“ And in this great work, difficult and trying as it will often be, I can 
promise you the constant support and never-failing assistance of the 
Government of the Queen-Empress. The single object of tlio British 
Government in regard to this or any other Native State is that it should 
be prosperous and well governed. So far as we can aid you to promote 
that end you may ever command our help. The maintenanco of tlio 
Native States of India is a cardinal point of English policy in these 
days, and the existence of these States is, in true judgment, of the 
greatest advantage to English interests. That your Government should 
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be strong mid orderly, that your finances should be well managed, and 
your ta,xa,tion justly raised, and that your nobles should be faithful and 
your people contented, is, as I well know, the earnest wish of the Sove- 
reign whom I represent here to-day. She will watch your career witb 
a strong and unfiiiling interest ; do not disappoint her hopes. 

‘‘ And now, my friend, in whom I shall ever feel a deep personal 
interest', it only remains for mo to place you in that musnud, and to 
express my earnest hope tliat it may please Grod to bless and guide 
you, and to make your reign prosperous and your rule just and honour- 
abU*, so tlnii tlie fair promise of this day may not be blighted, and that 
future geuoi\ations of your grateful people may recall the date of your 
Installation as the commencement of a bright era in the history of 
the State.” 

The address having been translated by Mr. Dnrand, the Foreign 
Sc‘cretary, His Excellency took the Mzam by the hand and conducted 
him to the chair of state on the dais, and, addressing him by his full 
titles of His Highness Asaf-Jah, Muzaffur-ul-Mumalik, ]Sizam-nl- 
Mulk, Nizam-ul-Dowlah, Nawab Mir Mahboob Ali Khan, Bahadur, 
Fuieh Jung, declared him invested with the full powers of Administra- 
tion. The band played the National Anthem, and salutes of twenty- 
one guns wore fired by the batteries at Hyderabad, Secunderabad, and 
Bularum, in honour of the Nizam. All present having now resumed 
their scats, the Yiccroy’s Khillat was brought in and conferred on the 
Nizam, after which Khillats for the four principal officers of the State 
wore brought in and conferred on Nawab Salar Jung, Bajah Narrindur 
Pcshcar, and Nawab Shnms-ool-Oomra, — ^Nawab Bnsheer-ood-Dowlah, 
the other pnncipal officer, not being able to attend, owing to indisposi- 
tion, and hi.s Khillat was, therefore, forwarded to him. The Nizam 
then rose and acknowledged the Viceroy’s address as follows : — 

“ Yom* Excellency, it gives me the greatest pleasure to be able to 
offer Your Excellency a very hearty welcome to Hyderabad. It would 
liavc been to me and all my people a matter of much regret and disap- 
pointment if the occasion of my Installation had not been graced by 
Your Excellency’s presence. I am sure we owe this honour to Tour 
Excellency’s well-known solicitude for the welfare of this State, as well 
as to Your Excellency’s personal kindness to myself, of which I have 
recently received proof, which I shall never forget. I assure Tour 
Excellency that I am deeply sensible of both. 

I hope Tour Excellency will accept my warmest thanks for having 
incurred the trouble and fatigue of a long journey in order to honour 
mo on the present occasion. The event augurs well for my future 
Government, and I accept it joyfully as a first token of the amiable and 
kind relations which have always subsisted between the British Govern- 
ment and my predecessors in this State. 
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The advice which Your Excellency has been kind enmigli to odor 
me, I accept with the greatest sincerity. I shall ever endeavour, in all 
matters that concern the prospects and prosperity of this Siatt% to con- 
sult tlie wishes of Your Excellency and of tho Government of which 
Your Excellency is the honoured head. I am sure that in doing so I 
shall be consulting the best interests of myself and of my subjects. 

“I hope Your Excellency will take an early opportunity of con- 
veying to Her Majesty the Queen-Empress of India tho sentiments of 
friendship and respect which I entertain towards the Imperial name.” 

On concluding his address, the Nizam and all present resumed their 
scats, when their Excellencies the Governor of Madinas, the Commander- 
in- Chief in India, and the Commander-in- Chief of the Madras Army 
advanced in succession, and oj5ei*ed their congratulations to His 
Highness the Nizam. Attar and pan having been distributed, the 
Viceroy and the Nizam left the Durbar Hall, in the same order of pro- 
cession as they had entered, and the ceremonies observed on tho 
arrival of His Excellency were repeated on his departure from the 
Palace. 

In order to avoid the fatigue of a long drive back to Bolarum in iho 
heat of the day, arrangements had been made for the eutertainmeut of 
His Excellency and suite at the Chudderghat Residency, but owing to 
a fatal case of cholera having occurred at the Residency a few hours 
before the Installation, His Excellency drove to Major Nevillo’s, tho 
Commander of His Highness tho Nizam’s troops, where ho remained 
the whole of the afternoon, until he left in the evening for the stixte 
banquet. 

The sudden death of Mr. Peake, Assistant Superiutoncleut of Tele- 
graphs, cast a gloom over the place, and his loss is much felt by all in 
the Department, especially among the young signallers, with whom he 
was a great favourite, and ever ready to' assist them in time of trouble 
or distress. At 2 a.m., when past all hope of recovery, the Residency 
surgeon asked him if he had any message he wished to convey to any 
person. “Yes”, said the dying man, “ tell Mr. Gordon that the arrange- 
ments for which I came here are complete and in working order.” 

Of the banquet that was given this evening in the Nizam’s Palace, 
it may be mentioned that about 400 persons were present, a large 
number of whom sat down to dinner* A beautiful gold service, tliat 
had been purchased for this occasion many years ago by the late Sir 
Salar J" ung, through his Agents, Messrs. Rogers, Rock and Co,, of 
Friday Street, London, was for the first time displayed to-night, and 
was admired by all who saw it, as well as the beautiful furniture which 
the late Minister had had prepared under his own supervision when he 
visited England in 1876. A magnificent stuffed tiger, presented to 
His Highness by me, and set up by the late Henry Ward of Vei^ 
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street was much admired also. In proposing the health of His Highness 
the Nizam, His Excellency the Viceroy said : — 

“ Ladies and Grentlemcn, I have a toast to propose to yon which will 
not need more than a few words from me to recommend it to your 
acceptance. The occasion is not one for making speeches, and the 
toast that I have to oiler to yon is one which I am sure will meet with 
a cordial reception from you, for I am about to ask yon to drink to the 
health of His Highness the Nizam. It is not only that we may ex- 
press our thanks t(j His Highness for the princely and magnificent 
liospitaliiy with which he has entertained ns tliis evening, but it is far 
nu>rc that wo may take this opportunity of assuring him how heartily 
w'e pray that it may please Grod to giant him a long life and prosper- 
ous and happy reign, and that that personal government which he 
has taken upon himself to-day may be as successful as I am confident 
wo all desire it should be.” 

The toast -was drunk with cheers, after which the Nizam briefly 
returned thanks, and proposed the health of Their Excellencies the Vice- 
roy and Lady Ripon. 

The Viceroy then replied as follows : — “ Your Highness, T am very 
grateful to you for having proposed my health and that of Lady Ripon 
upon tliis occasion. As I said to Your Highness this morning in 
Duvbai', it has been to mo a source of very great pleasure to be able 
to be liere upon an occasion of such great historical interest, because 
it is the first- occasion upon which Her Majosty’^s representative has 
visited Hyderabad, and also because of the interesting event which 
lias occurred to-day, in respect to which we all entertain a deep and 
earnest desire that Your Plighness’s reign, thus begun, may be con- 
tinued prosperously to the end, I can assure Your Highness that so 
long as I hold this office which I now fill, it will be my constant desire 
to afibrd to you and to your Government every help and assistance in 
my power, and I am quite sure that you will receive from the Resident 
bore, Mr. Cordery, the best advice and the most constant support both 
ix) Your Highness and your Government.. I greatly regret that Lady 
Ripon is not able to be present to-night. Unfortunately, she met with 
a slight accident two days ago, -which, although not of a serious cha- 
racter, has prevented her accompanying me. I should regret her 
absence under any circumstances, but I regret it the more for her sake, 
becttusc she has lost one of the most beautiful sights which it has ever 
been my good fortune to witness.” 

JVom Secunderabad to the City the road was kept by the Nizam’s 
troops, who, from the early hour of 6 p.m. until after the return of the 
Viceroy at about 12 o’clock, remained on duty. 

The illuminations of the last two nights, it is said, have surpassed 
anything of the kind ever before seen in Hyderabad. At the first 
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sight the scene looked brilliiudly grand; Init sotni as \\u^ <‘yo 
bocamo accnstoracd to the glare of >0 many lights, then' appeared a 
sameness about all the illuminalions, varying (udy at'enr-ding (n the 
number of the lights used, which, of course, ilepi'iided noon the 
liberality of the people; and while then' wen' inatiy who spat'ed no 
expense, there were some well-paid (dVudals wlm tried to shntUe 
through the business with the expenditure of a few {);thry bottles of 
oil. The house of Mr. Wilkinson, Directta* Ihiblic W(n-ks 1 lepartittent, 
was, as usual, beautifully illuminated, and a gr(\at intm}>er of lights 
sltone from the houses of the Knam Ctnumissioner’’ and tluj Super- 
intending Surgeon, and the Padroe Sahib hatl lights riuudng up to the 
top of the church steeple. 

The grand old Hussain Sjuigor tank lot>ked its best on Tuesday 
night, bonfires having been lighted rounti its shore, and electric 
lights shining out the wboio length of the Bund; between each bonfire 
were suspended numerous lamps of various colours, so that the border 
of the tank, some miles in circumference, w'as one girdle of fires and 
lights of all colours, shapes, and sizes. The steamer .Veiult\ and 
a few other boats, were prettily lighted np, every a.vailablc nx^k in the 
tank was made use of for some kind of decorative work, and in tlio 
centre were about two hundred tiny craft floating about and east in 
the rays of their various- cohniml latiips on the surface of the water. 

The Bund of this tnagnificent tank connects Chudderghut with 
Secunderabad; it; is about two miles in length, the top ibnning nix 
excellent road, wide enough for three carriages to pass abnust, imd it 
is much frequented in the evening by Indies anil gentlemen from both 
stations, who enjoy the cool, refreshing breeze wafted over this exten- 
sive sheet of water, which covers an area of many miles. This tank 
supplies Secundei^abad with wati‘r, and irrigates a great extent of 
paddy ground in the vicinity of Byderabad. On its waters float a small 
steamer and sovcral boats, which aro frcipiontly used by pleasure 
parties. The steamer Ladt/ Umuh is the gift of a Hyderabad noble- 
man, who generously placed it on the lake for the use of the public. 
The cost of original construction of the bund is said to have been 
5,54,686 rupees; it has recently undergone extensive repairs ami 
alterations, which have probably cost a good deal of money. The 
works are of a permanent kind, and were superiutcudul by Mr. 
Heenan, a zealous and energetic engineer, serving under the Govern- 
ment of H.H. the ISTizam. 
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ADDRESS TO THE YIOEROY. 

Two deputations waif-ed on His Excellency tlie Viceroy and Gover- 
nor-Goncral of India., at the Bolarum Residency, at twelve noon yester- 
day, for the purpose of presenting His Excellency with addresses of 
welcome. The first one, which was called in punctually at twelve 
o’clock, consisted of all the dilferont members of the Native com- 
iniinity. Mr. Ramchondra Pillay, pleader, read the Address, printed on 
parchment., with a blue border, and wdiich ran thus : — 

^‘THE ADDRESS OP THE NATIVE COMMUNITY. 

“ May it plkasic Your Excullbncv, — We, the undersigned Native 
resitlents of the Cantonment of Secunderabad, crave leave to approach 
Your Excellency, and to offer on behalf of tlie whole Native community 
(*f this place a loyal and cordial welcome to your Lordship and the 
I^Iarchioness of Eipon. We consider ourselves especially fortunate in 
being honoui’cd with a Viceregal visit, an event unprecedented in the 
annals of the capital of the Dcccan, and we embrace this opportunity 
of recording our high sense of esteem for Your Lordship’s wise rule ; 
and it. behoves ns, as devoted and loyal subjects of our beloved and 
gracious Sovei'cign, the Queen-Empress, to express our deep feelings of 
joy and tliankfulncss on such an auspicious occasion. In the discharge 
of the important and onerous duties ajDpertaining to your exalted posi- 
tion, Your LordshiiD has visited many towns and cities more prosperous 
and with greater advantages in many respects than are possessed by 
tills Cantonment ; but, in the warmth of our attachment to and regard 
for the person and throne of our kind and loving Sovereign, whom 
Your Lordship so worthily represents, we yield to no other community 
in British India, and we ai’o, therefore, naturally proud and much 
<leligliied at the visit amongst us of Your Lordship and Lady Ripon. 

“ We tiiko ihi.s opportunity to snhmit for Your Lordship’s considera- 
tion, that while we have many things to be grateful for, the want of a 
proper supply of wholesome water is grievously felt by all — Native 
and European, I'icli and poor — and wo regret to state that the incon- 
venience and hardship felt alike by all classes, are simply inexpressible, 
and a successful wat.er project would therefore bo an incalculable and 
ov<n*Iasting boon to this town. The efforts of the Cantonment and 
Municipal Committees in connection with this subject have produced 
no favourable results, and we would, therefore, earnestly solicit Your 
Lordship’s attention to this mattei'. 

Secondly, the civil population of this Cantonment is rapidly increas- 
ing and becoming more enlightened under the benign British rule, and 
consequently a Municipal Committee, similar to those in other places 
in British India, but subject to necessary and local modifications, is a 

e2 
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great dosideratam. We liavc a Committee ot Mci‘r ]\Ioliaihis, or prin- 
cipal residents of a locality, elected by the Caiitoniueut ]\Iagistrnt.t‘, who 
is its President, but it is merely an echo of the voice of the Caiitoniueut 
Committee, existing only in name. 

“ Thirdly, the Cantonment Magistrate, with his multitarioiis duties, 
including that of Secretary to the Cantonment Committee, is also 
Judge of the Civil Court, with unlimited jurisdiction. It is conse- 
quently too much to expect such an olhcor, despite all his iiitolUgence 
and honesty, to go through the almost Herculean task imposed on him 
with satisfaction to himself. We would, therefore, respectfully suggest 
the advisability of separating the civil jurisdiction from the criminal, 
and nominating a distinct judge for cacli. Tlio same suggestion also 
applies to the British Resident at Hyderabad as the local High Court j 
and the appointment of a judicial assistant, with similar powers, as is 
the case in other Native States, will be hailed with grea,t delight, and 
gratitude. In making the above remarks, we beg to be distinctly un- 
derstood that we do not mean to cast the slightest reflect, ion oitlier on 
our energetic Cantonment Magistrate or our popular Uosidmif, wljose 
respective abilities are too well known to need any special rofci’enee. 

“In Your Lordship we recognise a fitting representative of the 
Empress of India, who, with a singleness of j)urpose, lias inaugurated 
a policy which has endeared you to the hearts of your Native subjects, 
as exemplified by the universal entreaty that Her [^[ost Gracious 
Majesty may be pleased to grant an extension. 

“With such noble examples of sclf-sacrifico and righh^ousncKS, and 
all tho virtues that ennoble a statesman and Govenior before him, it is 
our earnest hope that the yoiHig Nizam, whom Your Kxcoliency has 
lately installed on the throne of his anccstoi’s, may, by the help of 
vidence, prove mindful of the welfare of the millions of his subjects. 

“Thanking Your Excellency for the courtesy and kindness with 
which you have condescended to hear our humble address of wolconie, 
and soliciting the favour of Your Lordship to convey our respects to 
Lady Ripon for the honour she lias done to this country and its people* 
by her visit, and with prayers to God that Ho may grant you and Lady 
Ripon a long life, prosperity, and perfect health.” 

And, at its conclusion, the address, enclosed in a casket, manufactured 
by Messrs. Orr and Sons, of Mach*as, on which was engraved a suitable 
inscription, was placed before H.E. tho Viceroy, who received tho 
deputation seated, with Mr. Cordery, the Resident, on his right hand, 
and Ms three Secretaries. Lord Ripon then called in the deputation of 
the Mohammedan community, when Mr. Shumshuddecn, AssistantGaii- 
tonment Magistrate read an address, and placed it on a silver tray and 
handed it to His Excellency. It ran as follows : — 
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ADDRESS OP THE MOHAMMEDAN COMMUNITY. 

‘'May it plkase Your Lordship, — the representatives of the 
^loliamniodan community of Secunderabad, beg to tender to Your ExceL 
Itmcj our henrty congratulations on your safe arrival in Hyderabad, 
and Ave hope t hat the result of your visit here will be to give additional 
sfrength to the friendly feeling which has so long and happily sub- 
sisted })etweoii the British Government in India and His Highness thc^ 
Nizam. 

It is with feelings of the greatest joy that tho Mohammedans of this 
part o{' the Dcccan respectfully approach to greet and welcome Your 
Lordship, and to express their heartfelt gratitude for the kindness 
evinced by Your Excellency towards His Highness the Nizam of 
Hyderabad in honouring tlie auspicious occasion of His Highness’s 
installation to liis hereditary 'tmisnud with your illustrious presence, an 
honour of which not only the whole of the Mohammedan community, but 
His Highness tho Nizam himself and his nobles, should justly feel 
proud. 

“Since Your Lordship’s assuming the regime of this vast country 
of India in 1880, wo have, Avith feelings of delight, read, through the 
medium of the public press, Your Lordship’s excellent sentiments anent 
bettering the condition of our country, and we feel certain that Your 
Excellency is devoted to the interest of India and its people, and 
j-pecially to the social and political improvement of the Mohammedans, 
who, from causes beyond thoir own control, have been losing ground 
with otlier races in social and political position, and that under Your 
Excellency’s Government they will regain it. 

“ Among the several memorable public works accomplished by Your 
lilxcellency, avc note tho repeal of the Yeimacular Pi’ess Act, the 
encouragement given to Indian trade, and the Education Commission, 
iVom tho proceedings of the last of which we learn that Your Excel- 
lency has acted up to what was expressed in reply to a memorial 
re&rritig to an Education despatch of 1854) presented to Your Lord- 
ship in 1S80 when about to leave England *, that the despatch lays 
clown clearly and forcibly the broad lines of the true Educational 
policy for India ; and that upon those lines it has been Y our Lord- 
ship’s intention to work, and we thus clearly observe Your ship’s Lord 
sympathy and anxious desire to promote the extension of elementary 
education among the poorer classes of our countrymen. 

“ In Your Lordship, India has found a benefactor whose enlightened 
policy has entitled him to the glorious distinction of being the most 
upright and impartial ruler it has ever seen. We can never forget, nor 
should India ever be unmindful of the great services Your Excellency 
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has rendered for the public good, maintaining your high oOice undi- 
miiiishcd in its powers, utility, and dignity. Of the admirable manner 
in which Your Lordship has administered the extensive ttuTitories 
committed to your charge, it is snfiiciont to say that Your Kxcelleney’s 
name will go down to posterity as one whoso career will bear a 
favourable comparison with those of the most illustrious representativi's 
of India of Her Majesty the Queen-Empress, and wo trust- that a 
gracious Providence may enable Your Lordship long to enjoy the well- 
earned fame.’* 

Mr, Siraj-ul-Hasun then stepped forward, and explained to His 
Excellency that, as he was not well acquainted with English, he Imd 
given the purport of the address in Urdu verso, and asked His Excel- 
lency to accept it, which -svas accordingly done. 

His Excellency then rose and addressed the deputation of the 
various classes in words more or less to this ofToct: — 

It gave him much pleasure to hear the foeling.s of loyalty, which 
they had just expressed, towards the British (xovernmeid, and lu‘ 
would be glad to convey their sentiments to Her Majesty. Ht‘ was 
gratified at the welcome they had given him personally, and also as 
Her Majesty’s representative. Ho had no doubt they exj)rossod the 
genuine feelings of the residents of the Oantonmeut of Socundorabad, 
and he was, therefore, much delighted at the oxpro.ssions of loyal t;v 
and welcome. They had touched upon three points in tiieir addn^ss, 
which he admitted wore very important and entitled to his careful 
consideration; but the information they afforded him was of necessity 
so limited, that he was not in a position to give an opinion. He would 
thei'efore, leave it in the hands of his friend, Mi% Cordery, who, after 
carefully investigating it, would forward his views to the Viceroy foi* 
favourable consideration. He was much obliged to them for the good 
wishes expressed on his and Lady Ripoii’s behalf, who, he was sorry to 
say, was unable to be present on that pleasant occasion, owing to a 
slight indisposition. In conclusion, he thanked them for the valuable 
casket with which they had presented him. The design was bol.h 
original and displayed great taste, more so than any other ho had yot 
received. 

To the address by the Mohammedans, Hi.s Excellency replied sonus 
what to this effect: — “Gentlemen, indeed I have much pleasure in 
accepting this address on behalf of the Mohammedan community of 
the Secunderabad cantonment. I am astonished at the loyalty of tlxe 
Mohammedans, and glad to see it. It has been a soui’ce of pleasure 
to me in that I have had the pleasing task of placing, with my own 
hands, H.H. the Nizam on his hereditary throne, and 1 can assure 
you I will ever take a deep interest in him and his subjects. 1 assure 
you, gentlemen, it lies entirely in your own Itands to educate your 
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poopie, ami T hope that you who are educated will take an interest and 
exert yonrsl^]ves in this matter. I can assure you, I am always ready 
to support the ]\Ioliammedan community.’’ 

In answer to the address in Urdu, written in verse, and especially 
presented by Mr. t:)yed >Siraj-nl-Hasun, Police and Railway Secretary to 
il.II. the Isizanis Goveriuneut, His Elxcelloncy said that he ■was very 
much obligeti to 'Mr. Syed Siraj-ul-Hasnn for the address ; that he was 
nnabU* io n‘ply to it, as His Excellency was not acquainted with Urdu, 
but that- lie W{uild not fail to have it translated for liis information 
later on. 


H.E. THE VICEROY’S DEPARTURE. 

His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor- General of India, having 
accomplished the mi.ssion upon which he visited Hyderabad, and its 
concomitant, observances, arrived at the Secunderabad Railway Station 
at half- past two yesterday afternoon, on his return to Bengal, accom- 
panied by Lady Ripon and their suite, escorted by a squadron of the 
14th Hussars, and a squadron of the Hyderabad Contingent. The 
Viceregal party left the Bolarum Residency at a quarter to two ; and 
during its pi'ogress through the military lines, salutes were fired and 
oilier fhnnonstrations made of loyalty and attachment to the British 
Crown and the honour due to its representative. On His Excellency’s 
approaching the railway station the guard of honour, furnished by the 
24lh Native Infantry, presented arms, and on his reaching the platform 
tlio same compliment was paid by a guard of honour of the Middlesex 
Regiment, each being supplemented by the first pax’t of the National 
Anthem by their respective band.s. To meet His Excellency there was 
on the jilatform a select gathering of the principal ofdcers and notables 
of this station and of Hyderabad, including H.H. the Nizam, accom- 
panied by the Minister the Peshoai’, Shums-ool-Oomrah, Busher-oo- 
Dowlah, and Vicar-ool-Oomrah, the Resident and Staff, the Major- 
General Commanding Hydei’abad Subsidiary Force and Staff, the 
Brig^idier-Gcnoral Commanding Hyderabad Contingent and Staff, the 
commanding officers of the corps in cantonment, and a few departmental 
and regimental officers, with most of whom in turn His Excellency and 
her Ijadyship shook hands, exchanged compliments, and conversed 
freely and affably. They remained on the platform for the apace of 
twenty minutes or moi*e, bowing in graceful recognition of the respect 
paid to them in the doffing of clips and hats by the spectators as their 
Excellencies passed to and fro. The Secunderabad station and its 
appended buildings, and the quarters of the railway officials within the 
premises, were gaily festooned and decoi-ated. The station especially 
presented an air of gaiety without garishuess. The management of 
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tile various flags and dovicos, the judiciotis blending of colours, and 
the neatness with which they were disposed, coiiunaiuk'd j[)articiilar 
notice and elicited much commendation. It evinced taste and skill, 
and must have cost much labour. As their Excellcneios entered the 
archway they were greeted with a shower of small bouquets and single 
flowers falling from the roof, which caused some surprise to their 
Excellencies and others. Her Ladyship pronounced the contrivance to 
be unique, and the effects one of the prettiest she had ever seen. The 
floor of the archway was carpeted, and the space thence to the car- 
riages covered with red floor-cloth. It is to bo regretted it did not 
occur to those who so well superintended the decorations that appeared, 
so complete, to put up also an awning from ilio archway to tiie car- 
riage, as the sun at that hour was powerful. As Liu? train got into 
motion, the Eoyal Artillery, who 'were on the other side of the line, 
fired a salute of thirty-one guns ; and, cre it was over, tlie sound of 
locomotion produced by the vehicles which conveyed away Lord aiul 
Lady Ripon had died away in the distance. 


With reference to my remark at page xv, tliat Crciioral Wright 
communicated to the Resident his impression that he ha<l iKicn 
appointed to the command by the Viceroy for tlie purpose of 
reforming the Contingent, ''but that this was not confirmed l)y 
official documents’', I wish it to be clearly understood that I have 
not the slightest doubt that General Wright really entertained 
that impression. There can be no question that General Wright 
is“‘an admirable soldier, indefatigable in every way to promote 
what appears to him to be for the benefit of those over whonx 
he exercises command, but too much in favour of the regula- 
tions and traditions of the Bengal Army, in which he was 
trained, to appreciate the political and social conditions on which 
the Silladari system was founded, conditions which still exist, and 
the existence of which makes any tampering with that system and 
its vested interests most unadvisable and most dangerous. 

The Resident, Sir Richard Meade, ascertained at an interview 
with the Viceroy, Lord Horthbrook, that General Wright liad 
misunderstood his instructions, and this was confirmed by General 
Sir Henry Herman and by the Military Secretary, Colonel Earle. 

Again, I remarked in my Memorandum, submitted to Sir Stuart 
Bayley (page xxi, footnote), that some of the Orders issued by the 



APPENDIX. 


Ixxiii 


were similar to those which resulted in two officers of the 
Cavalry Division heiny' cut down on parade in 182<S, and which, I 
may add, hrouu'ht down njion the Itesident a rehuhe and a warning 
from the Court of Directors, dated lath April 1820, in the follow- 
ing tmaus : — 

“ \l'e cannot hold the llesident, , entirely blameless. 

It cm'lainly retleel.s no credit on the principal IJritish functionary 
in the Mizam’s country that proceedings, which have led to stich 
serious results, .should have been taking place under his official 
anthorily fora con.sidernhle length of tiiiie without his interference. 
Certain allowanee.s arc uiulouhlodly to be made for the situation 

of , who, as a Civil Servant, naturally reposed greater 

coididcncc in the long experience and tried character of Lieut.- 
Coloiiel Davies tlian in Ids own judgment; and believed that 
ollieer’s a.ssurance.s that tlie new regimental arrangements con- 
tained nothing offensive or injurious to the men. The event has 
provoil, however, that .such implicit reliance is not safe ; and the 
llesident, as the representative of the Uritish Q-ovemment, was 
both entitled and bound to exercise a surveillance over all the 
acts of Ih'itish officers in the Nizam’s Service, whether civil or 
military.” 

In recalling the fatal occurrences of 1828, and the judgment 
]ia.ssed tipou tluuu by the Home Government, I have not the 
slighte.st intention of .suggesting that General Wright was either 
of a hansh or of a rash temperament as Commandant of a Force; 
liut. 1 have always wished, in my capacity of military adviser to 
t lu! nusident, and wish now, to point out that the Eesident is the 
rt'sptmsible olliecr who is bound to guard against anything occur- 
ring, whether it be an innovation or not, calculated to injure or to 
irritate soldii:ra of a .special class and of rare quality, such as those 
of the Hyderabad Cavalry formerly were. I was, therefore, com- 
pelled to state forcibly my apprehension of bad consequences, 
sooner or later, if the Resident did not interfere. I had, subse- 
tpiently, good grounds for anxiety in the conduct of two troops of 
one of our Regiments which, in my opinion, as well as jn that of 
others competent to judge, had been drawn into insubordination. 
When, later on, in 1882, a Regiment of Infantiy, or a large part of it, 
misbehaved, I considered it high time to prevent a similar censure 
to tliat of 1829 coming down upon the Civilian Residents under 
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whom I lia<l latoly l)een called upou to i^erve, to submit what may 
be termed au indictmout ivviewiiuj: what had occurred. 

The recognition given by Sir Sluavt Uayley the cfibrts that I 
had made to keep down the expenditure in connection with the 
Contingent was very encouraging to me, and proves more strongly 
than ever what I have always maintained, that everylhing con- 
nected with the Contingent should he carefully considered (Ui 
])road princii;)les of political equity, ami not committed to the 
routine of any Department. 

In conclusion, I wish to call attention to the fac‘t that from tlie 
year 1866, when my letter written to the Secretary of State for 
India at his desire'^ (as also one T addressed to tin; rn^sidtuii of tla* 
Board of Control, the Eight Hoiihle. Henry d. Ilaillie, which will 
appear in a subsequent puldication) resulted in my views n‘ci‘iving 
attention and being adopted, I have consistently adhered to my 
then formed resolution not to allow any consideration of 
incurring ill-will to deter me from pointing out, from time to 
time, innovations or iiiterie.rence, whether connected witli the 
Hyderabad Contingent in the Military Dejxirtment, or with 
changes in connection with the Force wliich, as local Auditor- 
General, I regulated. The acceptance of niy views in almost every 
instance is an abiding reward to me for my former su(‘cessful 
labour. 


^ J Jiff, p. xxvi. 
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Ai’.KAUr.E. or Excise roveimo, of Sc- 
cun<ierai»u<l luul Jaulna — appro- 
priated hythe Jlrilish Otnornmont 
to its own purposes, but claimed by 
tlieXizam in ISjO, IHol, and IH.VJ, 
348, 3«>I to 3<5o, and 4H3 ; claim 
ndmitied by Lord Caiinin^^ :iGr), 
Adam, Sir Fred<uick, Governor of 
Madras, appoints (Jolonei Fraser 
U> pro<*ee<l against Coorg, ; 
letttu'son Coorg and Mysore atl'airs, 
tin, *d(>. 27 ; letters to him from 
Cohniel Fraser, 28, 2t>, oil 
AiT<‘fiisux, Mr., now Sir Charles U., 
Foreign Secrtaary at Calcutta, 420. 
AuaU", irregular mei’cenaries in the 
s<‘rvice of the Kizani and of chief- 
tains in his country, 42, 2(>1, 21)4, 
'U4, ;U.“f ; thcdr g<iod conduct 
during the Mutinies, 2^)*), 477. 
AuMsTUtJNti, Edward, Captain, af 
terwards General of the Madras 
Army, his letters from Kuniool, 
50, r>8 : b'tter to him, IGO. 

A im V, N s AX M ’s. r Conti xa ent. 

Assam KK, right of a Silladar to own a 
horse in aCavalry llegiment, 31)5, 460 
to 4fJ2, and AddUumal Appendix, 
AssitiXED Di.vrujoTs. Beuar 
FKovi*Nm«:s, 

Auckland, (Jeorgc Frederick, Earl 
of, Governor- (kmeral, letter to 
him, 41 to 53; letter from him, 
53 ; urges Colonel fc>te\vart, the 
lleshieut, to got districts assigned 
for pay of Contingent, 81); his 
pfdioy with regard to the Contin- 
gent and the Nizamis administra- 
tion, 122; gives General Fi’ascr 
mric hhtueh to deal with mutiny, 
120 ; thanks General Fraser for 
putting down mutiny, 1311, 14t). 


Badamee, a fort in the Sholapore 
district, seized by insurgent Arabs, 

I 116; recaptured, 117, 11 0. 

I Bad Moukund, one of the Nizam’s 
I courtiers and counsellors, 164, 317. 

I Bala Persiiad, Bajah, son of Ma- 

* haraja Chundoo Lall, 173, 174. 

I Balfour, Surgeon-General Edward, 

I of the Madras Army, a corres- 

* pendent of General Fraser, 242. 

I Bank, projected at Hyderabad, 389 ; 

! wrecked by Lord Balhousie’s pro- 
I hibition, 390. 

i Baugiieer, a trooper who rides a 
j horse belonging to a Silladar, Ad- 
I d'dioml Appendix. 

; Bkatson, Brigadier W. F., of the 
Nizam’s Contingent, 327 ; his pro- 
I posal to send Nizam’s Cavalry to 
; the Cape, 335, 33G, 337. 

Bell, Major Evans, letters to him 
from General J. S. Fraser, 455, 456, 
457. 

Berar Provinces, the, selected with 
other districts as territorial security 
for alleged debt, 305 ; demanded 
345, 346 ; General Fraser’s instruc- 
tions for their temporary manage- 
ment, 370 to 372 ; their sequestra- 
tion under Treaty a work of com- 
pulsion, 414 to 417 ; assigned for 
temporary management, 416 ; a 
permanent hold unwarrantably 
assumed, 417, 418 ; surplus and 
accounts withhold in contraven- 
tion of Treaty, 341, 420, 430, 431. 

Blundell, Colonel, O.B., commands 
detachment of Subsidiary Force 
sent against Goolburga, 284. 

Carpenter, Charles, of the Madras 
Civil Service, brother-in-law of 
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James Stuart Fraser, aiui brother- 
in-law of Sir Walter Scotr, ; 
letters to him from Scott, 7 to 17. 

Cavalry, Hyderabad Coutinj^enl, its 
origin, tWi ; reformed in 181(), 71 ; 
proposed for service at the Gape, 
3:^6, 357 ; dissensions in oth 
Regiment at Aurungabad, 350 : 
trials of Zoolficar Ali Beg and 
others, 393 to 404 ; injudicious in- 
novations in constitution and dis- 
cipline, 4C0, and Additional Ap- 
pendix. 

Ohundoo Lall, Maharajah, the 
Nizam’s Dewan Peslicar or Minis- 
ter, 35, 40, 4‘J, 44, 4H ; his personal 
appearance, 79 ; “ devoted ” to 

British interests, 86 ; the great ob- 
stacle to reform, 114 ; his removal 
advisable, 122 to 125 ; his jealousy 
and underhand opposition, 157, 
158, 212; tenders resignation, 183, 
184 ; complains of General Fraser 
and Captain Malcolm, 196; his 
mysterious remittances to Cal- 
cutta, 197, 198, 199, 307 ; his death, 
206 ; never actually invested with 
rank of Dewan, 210 ; always im- 
' pressed on the Nizam’s mind that 
he must maintain the Contingent, 
315, 369, 887, 388. 

Clerk, Sir George Russell, G.C.SJ., 
242. 

•COISUN, Due De, 292, 303. 

Conti J^GENT, Hyderabau, or Ni- 
zam's Army, co-operates at Rur- 
nool, 56 ; its origin and history, G5 
to 77 ; not justified by provision 
of any Treaty, 76, 77, 90, 248 ; 
does the work of the Subsidmry 
Force, 91, 260, 362, 361 ; aversion 
of the Nizam to its maintenance, 
89, 90, 94, 165 ; exists only “ on 
sunerance”, 90 ; Resident’s autho- 
rity over it complete, 128 ; never 
takes the field without inquiry, 
208 ; Chundoo Lall complains of 
its increased expenses, 165, 172 ; 
kept “up for our purposes, not 
the Nizam’s”, 248, 260 ; Sii- J. L. 
Lushington suggests its disband- 
ment, 248 ; Colonel Low recom- 
mends its reduction, 248 to 
255 ; Lord Dalhousie admits it 
to be “unfairly large and too 
expensive”, 258 ; acknowledges 
its “extravagant costliness”, 269; 


iU sovvii'os withhoM from tho 
Nizam, 2(50 ; Sir Fivdcrick (‘urrio 
culls it "‘Ufostly im‘ubus''\ -VM : tho 
special oliligatious of tin* 'I’n'jdy 
of ISnO shifted to the CiUitingcnt 
by the Treaty of 427, 428; 

its cost cut down aiwv tho Treaty 
of 18.53, ,‘^55 ; but swelled up again 
when the obligation of accounts 
was removed, 430. 

CooKO, C(doiiol J. S. Frascfr appointed 
Political Agent with Fort;e, 23 ; 
Rajah deposed and deportcG, 25 ; 
Conimissiouer and Coimnandant in 
Coorg. 27 ; the Coorgas put down 
a rebellion, 2i>. 

CuinioY, General Sir IMavk, Commis- 
sioiu'r of ^Mysore, hdters to him ; 
148, 293; was allowed to leave 
India without any compliment or 
thanks, 443 ; letUn* from him, 450. 

CuxDASA.MY, Rajah, his good stnvices, 
465. 

Currie, Mr., afterwards Sir Frede- 
rick, Secretary to the Government 
of India, letter from him, 20.‘5 ; 
calls the Contingent a “costly 
army”, organised with “ no autho- 
rity under Treaty”, and “ an incu- 
bus on the State”, 434. 

Dalhousie, Earl, afterwards Mar- 
quis of, Governor-CTenoral, his 
arrival, 230, 231 ; interview with 
Mr. Dighton, 244 ; with Colonel 
Low, 256 ; letter from him, “ the 
Nizam must go to the dogs his own 
way”, 267,268 ; diUcrenco botwoen 
his views and General Fraser’s, 
270, 271, 272, 273, 342, 343, 344; 
letters from him, 277, 2S2, 283, 
286, 291, “recognises no mission to 
regenerate Indian States” ; letters 
from him, 294, 298, 299, 302, 303, 
318, 320, 326, 336; “sharp words 
are likely to receive sharp answers”, 
337, 348, 350 ; stigmatises General 
Fraser’s policy as “ ambitious 
greed”, 342 ; admits “ extravagant 
costliness'’ of Contingent, but will 
not “ reduce a man”, 352, 353 ; 
“very willing” to reduce, but does 
not do it, 354, 355 ; rejects the 
Nizam’s claim to Secunderabad 
Excise, 364 ; letter from him, 367 ; 

' directs General Fraser to “ abstain 

I from pressing” for payment, 375 ; 
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lottor i'Xplniniii::: that he has tlo- <*h4''iTy aiul t*r tin* Frt'iioh s«‘ttio- 

oiiU’tl i>n haviiiij: it'rritnry uiuUt iiu‘iits iu Imlia, ‘J'J, juid A. 

Tividy, to :;so prohibits tiu* I)t‘i:ANi>, ^Mnjor-it.'nci;}! Sir Uoiiryj 
lU’W Bank at lIy«Urah:ul, or<loi‘s a fiohi allowaiu-i^ to tin* 

ai'i'iist's (b-iit-ral Fraser of “party i lydt* nil >:i<l (’aval ry, 411) (ioouiole) 

foolin'^'*, tip th»‘ words j anti r F. 

“ /// //•'/■ ry" in rhi- Treaty f»r i Dm'i;, i^ohniol AroliihalJ Brown, 

ISo.'k ini: eiainis U'» ha\ t* oinaiued ’ ‘ i- - st...! 

“ / 'T/' 1 !7. A\f< : 

•-Xivvs up ri council all his t>ri;^nitai 
oonlt'iuioru the Ni/ani. Init 

t'ui’firet''- iin-;a, ; his pro- 

t miiii III intliit'm'i- in I.\’A 441 to /hy/ .s-yV.).v/ Av////#/, 'J87, 

I U» : in hi-* anii'-xation pnlicj* a<*te»i -SS. 

mnit v in*,iruetii>ns.. 4.7P. “ FA'TWiok, (.-apt. W. *T., Director 

Ow ill-ox. <\ipiain (’uthhvrt, after- F.l.(h, aiui nunuher of Indian 

wanF <'ol«»neland Resithnit, Assi^t- Coiiiunl, ‘JSS (fooinoie). 

ant i^'sident umler (ieneral Fra>ei\ Ki.i.i:xnoiitn J^ord, aftc'rwards 

his interview with Uajah Ihuii Karl of, (iovernor-Cunuiral, letters 

Huksh ahrnu plod n the Nizai u*s from him. i4o, lh<h 177, 

jewels, 31.*) : says We had “no just 1 3d, 1P3, 202; his letter to the 

daim” airainsi the Xizam for debt ‘ Duke of WeUinjJiiori on the ASeeiin- 

in 1333, 3fl3 : a thn-ait niim note diTuhad mutiny, 141); circular U> 

to the IMini^er smiled by him, 414 : INdilieal Aejenus 132; warns the 

says that the* promise ’ of limited- Xizam to a<‘t “accordin,^^ to the 
exp<'ns(* in management was made couusoIh of the lieshleut’*, IIm: 
to imhmo (lie avsij^nunent of Uerar ' proposes a Trcatyfor a loan to the 
in 1333, 42!. ) Nizam and British mame^ennmt of 

Dkwan, or MiNlsTr/ib Ohuiidoo Ball ‘ llyderahatl eounlry, is? : takes no 

liad the full powt rs, 1ml not ilu* : notice of (3,uind(K) falPs mys- 

pateiit or <*ominhsioij as Bewan, ‘ terioiis remittanees, 133, IP3, ;>P7 ; 

2I*». 213; .M vle ot“ the Dewan's J his removal from olHci*. 233, 204, 

eorre.spondonet< wit h tiu^ (lovtnmor- ' Ki.rjiixsToXK. Kurd dohii, 0.(3B» 
(u ticral. 2i<), 21 7 : tllicient D^wan ' etc., (rovmaior of Madni, announces 

wano-d, 3»3»2, 333. | iJeneral Fraser's appointment to 

Bin Si.v<;n. thi' 3Fiiharajah, ! the llyderahad Hesidency, 37; 

mentioned in a h4.t»T from Lt»rd ' hittern to him, 33, 313 11*T 51*^ 

Hardiim**, 213. < 13n, 137, 133, Ibl ; letters from 

Buiin'ox. fh nry, Imnkor and nn him, 1d2. Mt'n lb3, KVA 117, 127, 
ehanl. in tlu' Hyderahail cmndrv, KVh K43, 141. 142, 14)), 144. Moj 14U. 
Id2 ; hi“* einph-ymcnt in the KbinUNsTo.vi:, General W. K.» two 
eiv'd M'j'vice forbidden, letters from him to Ltvrd Klphin- 

213. 21^: iUoudcai <4>jt‘ciion made stone, 14«), 147. 

io ids intimacy wiih the 

221 ; letter from him, deserihing * Fua>p.A General Hastings, oldor 
an interview with Lord Ballumsits ■ brother fi£ Benoral fTaines Stuart 

24i ; \m oiuploymcni again ; Fraser, birth, 2 ; godson of War- 

ge*»te4, 272. iifu ; promob^s the; ren Hastings/i ; .services and deaths 

ostablishuumi of a Bank at Hyder- 3». 

abad, and a b>an to tlui Niziun on Fiuskh, Benmi J. S, ancestry and 
the hccurity of jewels, 33U; | pare* tl age, 1, 2 ; education, 3; am- 

threatened with deporution, 3Ud ; val in India, A, IX O.,to (4ovmior 

honestly rermms the pledged of ^Madras, 4 ; joins expedition to 

jcvrcls to Kuropc, 3A2. Mauritins, 21 ; Commissioner for 

Bokia, Idcut.-istcn. liichard Andrew, French, Dutch, and Danbh settie- 
24 m/4p3. 45^A j ments, 21, 22; Political Agent in 

Di: Prv, Count, Governor of PondL i Coorg, 23; Eesident at Mysore, 


.li lu'iu'i.ti, tfi liu .tua.uuft 

Army, cmumaiids force at ivur- 
nool, 3i‘i. 


O H t 1 1 1 .A P 
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27 ; tifc Trnvnncore, 27, ,‘U ; ap- 
pointed llesideut at llydcrabad^ 
H2 ; letter to Lord Auckland, 41 
to 5B ; first interview witli the 
Nizam, 78 ; in letters to Lord 
Auckland, says expense of Con-' 
tingent is excessive and it exists 
only “ on sufiierance”, 81), Ot) ; con- 
tends for promotion of reform in 
Hyderabad State under four 
Governors-General, 122, 123, 373 : 
trios to strengthen Nizam’s govern- 
ment by Native agency, 124, 153, 
170 ; puts down mutiny at Secun- 
derabad, 132, 133,150 ; thanked by 
Government of Madras and Lord 
Auckland, 131); difference with 
Lord Eilenborough as to inquiry 
into Sepoys’ condition, 140, 141) to 
151 ; presses the removal of Chun- 
doo Lall, 185; says military force 
is not wanted for the introduction 
of reforms, 213, 228 ; plan for a 
model district under Dighton, 211), 
220, 372 ; puts dowm mutiny in 
the Nizam’s Lino troops, 222 ; takes 
his only leave of absence in fifty 
years, 231 ; marriage in 1820, 233 ; 
his daily work and life, 237 to 240 ; 
accused of “ambitious greed” by 
Lord Dalhousio, 342 ; his instruc- 
tions to Captains Taylor and Bul- 
lock, and Mr, Dighton for managing 
Nizam’s districts, 370 to 372 ; 
thinks the Nizam w’ould oiler 
“passive resistance” to a Treaty 
for assigning districts, 384 ; repels 
indignantly a charge of “party 
spirit”, 40O ; resigns the Boshiency, 
408 ; leaves Hyderabad and returns 
to England, 41 1 and 444 ; declines 
to attack the Court of directors, 
446, 447 ; signs a petition against 
the annexation of Mysorts 456 ; 
letters to Major Evans Bell, 455, 
456, 459 ; death, 464 ; his character 
and counsels, 465, 466. 

Goa, Archbishop of, claims the Pa- 
triarchate, and meiropolitau powers 
over all India, 274 ; prohibited by 
the Court of Eome from interfer- 
ing with the Yicars-Apostoiic, 274, 
275, 276. 

Gobst, J. E. Esq., Q.O., M.P., erro- 
neously cries down frir Baiar Jung’s 
administration, and asserts, on in- 


sufiicioni ground.^, t hal tin* popula- 
tion of llydcrabatl is wn-iflu-d aud 
oppress(‘d. Prrt'iuas ix lo xii, ami 
436. 

GkK'^lkv, Captain Francis, of the 
Nizam’s Coniingent, counnands in 
the attack on iinri’liair, 156.: itft- 
ters from him, 157, i5X. 

Haimuxcjk, Bir Henry, aftpvwards 
ViscjJunt,Govoruor-Gi'ueraI, on his 
W'ay out, 2{t4; his letter to the 
Nizam, 206 ; Nizam’s letter tt> him, 
commnnieating the appointment «>t* 
a Minister, 21,*) ; letter from him, 
215. 

Hastin'os, IVIarquis of, Governor- 
General of fiidia, deiermin<‘d to 
maintain the Contingent as “an 
inexpensive addition to oiir 
strength”, 357 ; and to uphold 
Chundoo Lall, 358. 

Hastings, Warren. Governor-tJene- 
ral of India, godfatluT to Cf»loneI 
Charles Fraser's eldest son, letter 
from him, 2. 

HYDKiiAnAi>, Btato of, sktdeh of its 
history, 32 to 36 ; its poptilation as 
well off as in British provim-t s, 
Prefac(‘, 79, 87, 226 ; absurdly said 
to be ‘‘subsidised”, 217. 

KaraMUT Ali, judieial otrnnu* sent to 
try prisoners at IVlureliair, 157, 

Kiiuuketa (lit, “bag"), letter to or 
from a Prince or Dignitary, enelosed 
in an ornamental bag, ilraft of <me 
to the Nizam suggestvtl by (buxeral 
Fraser to Lord Dalhousie, 327 to 
321); the letter aclually sent })y 
Lord Dalhousie, treating the Nizunr 
as “the. dust under foot”, 344. 

KiiRNOoj,, Nawab of, deteet<Mi in 
oouHpiraciy, 55 ; deposed, 5H ; won- 
derful aecumnlation of guns and 
stores in lus arstmal, 56., 57 : his 
death, Iti3. 

Line, Tin*, “ liar” av “ id/je-\vana,V\ 
the Nizam’s own InfaiUry. n 
lion of tludr iiumberH Sonraj- 
ool-Moedk, mutiny suppressed by 
General Fjaser, 221, 222 ; Nizam 
dislikes their reduction, 259, 26d. 

Low, GenemI Bir J<>hn, acts as livhU 
dent during Genomi Fraser’s ab« 
aenco on leave, 246; letu^r to him 



frnni Sir .1. L, Ijnshin^ion, li47 ; ’ 
bis n'ply, advising' larire reduction , 
of tht‘ CoiuingoiiT, l!4^ ; second ', 
letfiT on same subjeer, 'Jbl : his ■ 
tkiheial vi* ws on that p<)int, ‘don : ' 
iener to (teiieral, deseribing inter- 
view with Lord Dalliousie, ‘ibd : 
nr'jed on the Xi/nm that his father 
ha { |v’*aetieaUy ac^uieseed” in 
the t S>nt iVS7. 

Lj -uiNe. Charles May, Madras 
i 'ivil Serviee, haters from him, 170, 

•JO.}. 

Lt ! n N< . 1 ON, ( Jenoral Sir James Law, 
Lireeior t*f the East India Com- 
iriny, extract of letter from him, 
17<J: Ietlt*r to 1dm, 2l!4 ; letter from 
him to Colonel Low on the Con- 
tingent, *M7 ; recommends its dis- 
bandutent. *24^, 


M Hi ivKXziF, Brigadier, afterwards 
Lieut, -(teneral, (Vdin, C.B., dO:), 
.“•♦tl.; ofiieial diiTerences with Resi- 
dent, :117, dIK did, d2t). 

M VN’ActHTKX, Sir William Hay, 
Bari,. Se<*.retary to Government of 
Itulia, his meruoran<lum on the 
Hyderabad Contingent, <>5 to 77; 
hitter to him, 82 ; letter from Jol- 
lalalpad, m, 

M< hhiAX. Dr„ Xixam’s Cavalry, cen- 
hureri }»y lAml Dalbcmsie for taking 
part in a cavalry charge, 21)4, "2%. 

(!:iptaia Thos., afterguards 
i i ent *ra], I )eput y • J udgo A<lvocate- 
General at Hyderabad, his advice 
tnd npinhuis as to the Aiirungabad 
trials and trial of Zooificar All 
Beg, ;i‘lL ddS, 4iid to 407. 

M snnonv, Sir Herbert, Secretary to 
the (tovornmimt of India, 122. 

MsmAVA Eao, Sir T., K.aai, 
T>ewan of Travancore, Indore, and 
Ramd?i, 1 1 J (foot-note): relative of 
Vtmeata Eao of Mysore, 2dd. 

MAT.roKM, Captain 1)., Assistant-Ee- 
’^idenl, his interview with Ohundoo 
Lrdl, 171. 

Mwnk, Brigadier 'Willmm, of the 
Xi?,am’» Army, S94, 403, 404, 406. 

Mkvoe, (b-nera! Sir Richard, his tea- 
?bnony to Sir Balnr Jong’s re- 
fonftcd admioisfcnttion, 44L 

Sir Charles, afterwards 
Lord, Rcisident at Hyderabad, de- 


^x, Ixxix 

elarcs the maintenance of the Con- 
tingent unjust, 74, 70, 77. 
:MoNTaOMEin’, Sir Henry, Bart., 
Madras Civil Service, on. 

Moouk, Major J. A., Military Secre- 
tary at Hyderabad, afterwards a 
Director of the East India Com- 
pany, 80, 82, 01 ; his views on the 
Contingent and Subsidiary Force, 

2 GO, 2GI ; letters to him, 270, 338, 
44(;, 447.' 

Mountain, Colonel Armine, C.B., 
iVIilitary Secretary to the Earl of 
Dalhonsie, letters to and from, him, 
231,232. 

McuAiiiz-ooL-DowLA, brother of the 
Nizam, implicated in conspiracy, 
38 ; in concert with Nawab of Kur- 
nool, uG ; confined in fort of Gol- 
conda, 50, (U ; assumed treasonable 
titles, 63 ; complains to the Resi- 
dent of harsh treatment, 311. 
Munster, George Augustus, first 
Earl of, mentioned in letter from 
Lord Elphinstone, 102 ; letter from 
him asking for books on Mussul- 
man arms and tactics, 103 ; Lord 
Elphinstone mentions him, 106 ; 
letter to him, 107 ; Lord Elphin- 
stone mentions his researches, 108 ; 
suicide, 100, 110. 

MriiCiiAiu, Rajah of, 155 ; check of 
Contingeixt force before his fort, 
155 ; fort captured, 159 ; Arab pri- 
soners tried, 158 ; Rajah acquitted, 
150; Lord Elicnborongh on the 
conduct of troops and officers at 
the attack on the fort, 160. 
Mukvhv, Right Rev. Dr., Bishop of 
Philadelphia hi 'p^^rtibiis and Vicar 
x\postolic of Hyderabad, 274 to 
270. 

Mybork, Maharajah of, mismanaged 
and unfairly treated, the permanent 
assumption of his country would 
be unjustifiable, 28, 93 ; letters 
from H.H., 452, 453. 

Mvhokk, State of, its annexation de- 
termined upon, 4, 55 ; General 
P'raser signs a petition against 
that measure, 456. 

Napibr, General Sir Charles, Com- 
niander-in-Chief in India, accused 
by Lord Dalhousie of “extrava- 
p-nt exaggerations ” and “unjust 
iuiputations against the Bengal 
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Army”, rJG: quarrels with Lord 
Dalhousic, liSi). 

IN'izam-ool-Mdolk, titleof the Nawab 
Soubadai* of the Deccan, Sovereign 
of the Hyderabad State, sketch of 
the family history, to HO ; for- 
merly addressed the Governor- 
General as a superior, 217 ; inter- 
view with General Fraser, 78, 83, 
211, 282, 314, 321, 323, 

346, 374 ; pawns his jewels to pay 
the alleged debt on account of the 
Contingent, 307, 383 ; personally 
claims from the Resident the 
excise revenues of Secunderabad 
and J aulna, 433 ; much affected at 
General Fraser’s departure, 444, 

Olipitant, Major, Director of the 
East India Company, letter to him, 
226. 

Olphebts, General William, Y.C., 
O.B., 241. 

Opium, grown in the Nizam’s Do- 
minions, questionable restrictions 
on its export, 246. 

Pagaii, the Nizam’s Household 
troops, 60 ; also the term for the 
body of horses belonging to a 
Silladar of Cavalry owning more 
than one horse, Additional Ap-- 
pmdlx, 

Pesiicak, or Finance Minister of the 
Hyderabad State. See Chundoo 
Lall and Ram Buksh. 

PoNDiCHBiiRY, principal French pos- 
session in India, Captain J. S. 
Fraser, Commissioner and Com- 
mandant there, 21, 22 ; Appendix 
A, letters of Count Du Puy. 

POTTINGER, Right Hon. Sir Henry, 
Bart., G.O.B., Governor of Madras, 
letters to and from him, 286, 287, 
288, 289 ; letters to him, 341. 

Ram Buksh, Rajah, nephew of 
Maharajah Chundoo Lall, ap- 
pointed Peshcar, 190; his inca- 
pacity and want of influence, 199 ; 
reappointed Pesohar, 302 ; pro- 
tests that he is helpless, 307 ; says 
the Nizam intends to pawn jewels, 
313 ; again dismissed, 314? 315 to 
319. 

Bohillas, Lord Dalhousie declines to 
deport them to Peshawur, 294, 295. 


RusnK.Ki»-(>«>L-Mt»fn.K, tbi* Nizam’s 
contidoiuiaNcmvuu'y, 18:», 1S4, (S'j. 


Salak Nawab Sir, Minisb'r of 

the Nizam, liis n ‘forms caiTkul out 
on lines laid dt»wn by Central 
Fraser, 23S, 28(»; redeems from 
Mr. Dightou ibo Nmm s pawned 
jewels, 3i>2 ; letter to Sir Ceorire 
Yiile, 437 : bis policy, 46b ; auto- 
graph letter from him, AdiMoiud 
yl /t/trndi.r. 

SArxDKUs, C. B., Ksip, O.B., Resident 
at Hyderabad, testimony to the 
reforms under Sir Salar Jung’s 
administration, 44it. 441. 

Scott, Sir Walter, letters to (Huirles 
Carpenter, 7 to 18. 

Scott, Charlotte Margaret, Lady, 
sister of Charles Carpenter, (i ; 
letter to him, 18. 

Secundbu Jah, Nizam, father of 
the Nizam Nasir-ood-Dowla, 35, 
36, 48 ; title of “ Royal Highness” 
proposed for him, 217 (footnote). 
SiiUMs-ooL-OoMKA, Nawab Amcov-i- 
Kabeor, head of a noble family 
connected with that of the Nizam 
by marriage, 42, 50; installed as 
Dewan, 283, 286 ; his complaints, 
296, 297 ; dismissed from office, 
299, 300. 

SOLTYKOFF, Pi’inco, 117, 120. 
SooLTAX McniAMMKLi, his good ser- 
vices, 465. 

Sooua,j-()OI)-Dowla, afterwards Soo- 
raj-ool-Moolk, Nawab, son of thti 
Minister IMoonor-ool-Moolk, 42 ; 
gives portrait of the Queen to tlu! 
Nizam, 56, 164 ; on Chundoo 
LalFs resignation appointed Waketd 
or Agent by the Nizam, ISio: 
granted full powers as Mini.sit>j\ 
210; dismissed from office, 264, 
267; his reforms, 238, 239, 24<}, 
280 ; Court of Directors wish him 
to have our “decided support”. 
256 ; reappointed Minister with 
full powers, 346 ; his reforms, 436, 
437. 

Stevenson, Getieral, great uncle of 
Mrs. J. S, Fmser, 233. 

Stewart, Colonel Josiah, Resident 
at Hyderabad, thinks we do not do 
justice to the Nizam’s administra- 
tion, 86, 87, 88 ; is charged to get 
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for pay of Con- 
Si*. 

Srt'Ki's. "Major, affovwards Majcr- 
<u Tii-ini, Uisiik nt at Mysore, men- 
ill Itficr 1o Sir Frederick 
A<Ianu ifS : letter to liim, Uo. 
Srr.Mi'iAi.'V Fniicr, Hyderabad, kept 
niufh below its sirenuth mKlor 
Trcity, si. :'.<U ; its dxitios 

done by the Ct'aii ingoni, 91, 2(>0. 
b,VJ : mi wan anted savings by its 
n dnetii ii iti numbers, Iliil and 4"2tl, 
d'J? , lb "idi nfscmnplete authority 
lO'i r it, 1‘JtS; mutiny of Native 
tnuips put down by Cenoral Fra- 
ser, l’,i9 to m, VM): dctach- 

nu nt moved against rebels at 
(budlmrga, UM ; shifting of its 
duties under Treaty of lXfu% 427, 
428* 

John, some time of the] 
Madras Civil Siu'vicOj attd IMcmber 
of Council, his views on Lord 
T>aIhousi(‘’s annexation policy, 448. 
SvKi'is, Colonc‘1, Director of 

Fast India. C'ompany, 242 ; his 
views as to the Contingent and 
Subsidiary Force.s, 2t>0, 359, 422. 

Taylou, Captain IMoadows, of the 
Xiwini’s Army ; anther of Cou- 
ft'A}iioti>{ o f a Tht(f^ Tara^ and other 
\vorks, 1 (i7, 2d3 ; selected for 
mrintigenient of assigned district, 
272, 370. 

Tr.Mt'i.K, Sir Bichard, Eesident at 
Hyderabad, his testimony to Sir 
Saiar Jung's good administration, 
4:i9. 

TnAVANfouK, Native state in South- 
ovn India, (kilon<il J. S, Fraser 
a|jpoint<'d Resident there, 27 ; 
b‘iler to Sir F. Adam, 29 ; letter 
from the Flliah Hajah or Heir 
Apparent 111 ; letter from the 
Hajah, 449. 

Tnt'^VAXiun'M, capital of Trovancore, 
29, 

TrvKmt, Henry St. George, member 
of the CVmrt of Directors, his 


opinion of Lord Dalhousie’s policy 
and of the Nizam’s alleged indebted- 
ness, 448, 449. 


Tkncata Bao, a Brahmin official of 
distinction in Mysore, proposed to 
bo employed in Hyderabad with a 
view to financial reforms, 99, 100, 
12f), 153, 154, 177 ; his arrival at 
Hyderabad and death, 181, 186 ; 
relative of Sir T. Madhava Rao, 
K.C.S.I, 236. 

AVahaukks, fanatical sect of Moham- 
medans, 37 ; their tenets making 
progi'oss, 47, 55, 61, 62, 63. 

WAX’<;ir, Captain, afterwards General 
Sir Andrew Scott, Bengal Engi- 
neers, letter from him, 242. 

Weluxoton, Duke of. Lord Ellen- 
boroiigh’s reference to him as to 
the Secunderabad mutiny, and his 
opinion, 150 ; visits of Mrs. Fraser, 
when a chil^ to him, 233 ; men- 
tioned by Sir Henry Pottinger, 
288, 289. 

Wtlkixson, Colonel Lancelot, Resi- 
dent at Bhopal and at Nagpore; 
letter from him, 38 ; letter to him, 
132. 

WiLLoOK, General Sir Henry, Direc- 
tor of the East India Company ; 
his views as to the Contingent and 
Subsidiary Force, 259, 356, 

Tates, Captain Commandant, of the 
5th Nizam’s Cavalry, suspended, 
393 ; his injudicious measures, 395 ; 
brings the Eissaldar Zoolficar Ali 
Beg to trial for “ conspiracy”, 396, 

T’ule, Sir George, Resident at Hy- 
derabad, letter to him from Sir 
Salar Jung, 437 to 439. 

ZooLFiCAH Ali Beo, Mirza, Rissal- 
darin the Nizam’s Cavalry, accused 
of “conspiracy” against Captain 
Yates, 396 ; honourably acquitted, 
398. 


losTs osr : 

wnutsSe iStTi: costrjtsv, LiMixBB, siRDtani. STSEST, MircotBr’s ipr Bijigbs. 




